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FILM STARS FOR SAWDUST 


* 





Church Hall Circuit for Idle Actors 
Being Promoted by Catholic Guild 








Broadway can't be allowed to 
Btarve. With 85% of ita show 
People out of work, and half of that 
percentage missing meals and on 
the verges of destitution, according 
to relief organization figures, some- 
thing has got to be done imme- 
@iately. And, there are rays of op- 
tintism: 

While there is talk of organizing 
a Theatrical Board of Trade, in- 
eluding picture, legit and vaudeville 
crafts, certain of the major fra- 
ternal bodiés, which have banded 
together during the depression, are 
get to step out and exhibit individ- 
ual initiative right after the first 
of the year. 

Of these emergency moves one of 
the most ambitious programs is 
that which will be adopted by the 
Catholic Actors Guild at its next 
session. This calls for creating 
gobs for actors. 

A. church circuit for 10-20-30 
vaudeville and stock companies 
with an admission top .of $1 is un- 
Gerway. Gerald Griffin, head of the 
Guild, and himself a showman who 
has traveled the world, has already 
closed for eight church halls. 

It will be in these that approx- 
fmately 100 performers will start 
work right after Christmas. The 
first part of the chain is all within 
city limits. If it is successful the 
circuit will be expanded to include 
outside territories. 





CHOO-CHOO NIGHT CLUB’ 


GETS NORTHWEST PLAY 


? Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Parties on a ‘night club on 
wheels’ are in vogue here. The 
Omaha railroad operates the roll- 


ing night club which consists of 
two cars fitted up for dancing and 
@ining, with an orchestra in each, 
and another baggage car fitted up 
@s a card room, 


A party of 300 club members were ; clair. 
run out somewhere on the Omaha's | 


[ENGLISH BARMAIDS IN N. Y. 


main line 100 miles, returning here 
shorily after ——-. 


Meaney the Sth 


San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
vaude, took his 
plunge __ this 


Don 
eighth 


Meaney, 
matrimonial 


week when he airplaned to Reno to 
dancer in the| 


marry Marian Drael, 
act he’s playing around these parts. 

Meaney's former wives, all pro- 
fessionals, include Virginia King, 
blues singer; Constance Knood, Vir- 


ginia Clark, Marian Roland and 
Kdna Wilson, dancers; and Amy 
Dwyer and Elizabeth Wheatley, 
sin gers. 


On the House 





Arrowhead Inn,in upper New 
York City intends giving a free 
evening ‘on the house’ when 
beer arrives. Invitations with- 
out date are in effect. 

Announcement is that when 
the big beer blow happens, all 
Arrowhead patrons who have 
expressed a desire to be pres- 
ent, can go the limit for food 
and drink, without a check. 

It’s the first time for the 
wholesale on the house thing. 


CUT EISENSTEIN 
FILM TO A 
TRAVELOG 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Sergei Eisenstein’s Mexican made 
feature, which raised a tempest 
when the Soviet director attempted 
to return here to cut the picture, is 
now being offered for sale as a 
travelog. 

Upton = _ Sinclair, whe | 
sponsored Ejisenstein’s venture, and 
the seven wealthy Pasadena back- 
ers, see this as the only way to get 
some return on the $75,000 sunk into 
the production, especially in view 
of the fact that there was no script 
for the film. Sol Lesser, head of 
Principal Pictures, is one of those 
offered the negative. 

The 220,000 feet of ‘Viva Mexico,’ 
as it was called, have been in the 
Consolidated laboratory since spring 
when the U. S. Immigration De- 
partment refused LEisenstein per- 
mission to return to Hollywood to 
cut the film. 

Difficulties over this picture was 
said to be one of the contributing 














novelist, 











causes to the present iliness of Sin- 








in Style Anyway—Lookers for New 
Beer Speak 





Show girls, picked for looks, will 
be used as barmaids in a new night 
spot to open Thursday (8) in the 
Times Square sector. It'll be ar- 
ranged as an English drinking spot, 
with decorations in the British 





manner, 

Six girls will be used, ail from} 
show business, they getting a $50) 
weekly guarantee to draw beer. | 
Their tips will be piled up against | 
the fifty. Anything over that figure 
goes to them but the house iateaes 
good any deficiency. 


BIG TOPS AFTER 


PICTURE NAMES 


_-—- 


Circuses Figure Screen Peo- 
ple Alone Can Make 
Money for Outdoor Out- 
fits During Coming Sea- 
son—Listed Possibilities 


-—— 


$15,000 TOP SALARY 





Hollywood, Gec. 5. 

The great American circus, ad- 
mitting the lure of the three-ringed 
entertainment has waned, is reach- 
ing out to Hollywood for picture 
mames as ace attractions for their 
sawdust travel this coming season. 

No longer do elephants, acrobats, 
horses and spangled tights attract 
the public. Past season has been 
the worst the tented outfits have 
experienced in-years. But one cir- 
cus made money, the Barnum show. 
It got $900,000 net, less than half of 


the net of year before (1930) but | 


other losses ate it up. 

As a business builder, the Ring- 
ling circuses are after picture 
names. Already they have con- 
tacted Tom Mix, the star of the 
Sells-Floto tent show for two years. 
Others who have been or will be 
approached are Will Rogers, Marx 
Brothers and Clara Bow and Rex 
Bell. Ringling expects to talk to 
Miss Bow before she leaves for Eu- 
rope. 

Willing to Pay $15,000 

Circus is willing to pay Rogers 
$15,000 weekly for the season if 
he will go for the canvas en- 
tertainment. Mix’s salary, if he 
gives in, will be $12,000, $2,000 over 
the amount paid him by Sells-Floto. 
No figure has been quoted on either 
Miss Bow and Bell or the Marx 
Brothers. Other picture names are 
under consideration, but the five 
listed are rated by the Ringling out- 
fit as the best bets for the circus. 
Mix and Bell would fit in with the 
wild west section of the shows. 
Rest mentioned might be best fitted 
in the side shows, selling their pic- 
tures. 

General belief among circus peo- 
ple is that only name attractions 
will get money next season, theory 
being that the standardized type 
of three-ringed circus entertain- 
ment is washed up with the public. 
Only out for the circuses is to get 
freak attractions or picture names. 





Choosey 





Hollywood, Dec, 6. 
After receiving a handout 
from Wynne Gibson at her 
Malibu home, a hobo asked the 
player if he could borrow a 
bathing suit and take a dip. 
Getting the cold shoulder 
he suggested that if necessary 
he could make up a fourth at 
bridge. 
From ‘Vartety’s’ 





\Sheestringers’ as B. 





Common Stock 





With the circuits cutting 
prices on talent, and revising 
these further downward, in 
stock market manner, Sam 
Lyons asked Marvin Schenck: 

‘What's today’s bid on Ted 
Healy? How many points.did — 
Tex Guinan drop today? Is the 
market bearish on Lita. Grey 
Chaplin? What's the last bid 
and ask price for Ann Penning- 
ton?’ 


MARSHL FIELD 
TOWN HOUSE 














AS A CLUB 


Mrs. FE. Marshall Field’s town 
louse at 4 East 70th street, New 
York, becomes a snooty club next 
spring, with a ‘closing’ of the resi- 
dence to be commemorated by a tea 
this week. Among the plans for the 
club will be the conversion of the 
formal garden which runs through 
from 70th to 69th street into a 
Florida-temperature, all-year-round 
swimming pool. It will be known as 
the Intown Country club. 

The six-story house includes 28 
bedrooms and baths and 18 maids’ 
reoms. All will be reconverted for 
spacious dining, lounge and play 
rooms. A_ $1,000 membership fee 
and $100 monthly dues will obtain. 

Chiefly Park avenue in its social 
promotion, but Cole Porter, Freda 
Innescourt and Louise Trussing are 
among the theatrical personages in- 
terested. 








FILM BOARD IN WRONG 


Just Discovered Double Bills in St. 
Louis—Told What To Do 


0. Grabbers in 


Legit Shows with on the Cuff Actors 


+ 





Jules Leventhal is looking for a 
theatre to spot another revival in. 
He and O. E. Wee have three going 
now, at the Hudson, Waldorf and 
Forrest, New York, and are doing 
well enough to want another house. 
All revivals, all with cut rates, and 
cashiers advised to take whatever 
they can get at the box office. 
Which is Broadway's newest story 
of legit. 

Cheap coupon ticket thing has 
never been on a better spree than 
currently. It’s been done for some 
seasons on Broadway with occa- 
sional fair success. But it’s pretty 
well figured out now and put on a 
working basis. 

Big Biz 

According to the box office at one 
of the Leventhal houses a $400 
night is pretty good. He has most 
of the theatres on percentage and 
the cast gets little or no salary as 
‘the experience right on Broadway’ 
is worth more than salary, they are 
told. Lads and lassies are sup- 
posedly given a chance to show 
themselves to all the big producers 


and picture scouts. Scenery is all 
pick up stuff collected here and 


there, and just about no other ex- 
penses to worry over. 
If there are only $200 profit on 


the week everybody’s tickled siily. 
With the tieups as is, not likely for 
any loss strong enough to hurt. 

Town is flooded with ducats 
reading ‘OK 2,’ Mentioned on the 
back that there’s a service charge 
without any figure. When the dead- 
heads arrive at the box office with 
the coupon it’s generally 50 cents 
on the line. If it looks possible to 
get away with it, or with a pretty 
good house in, the chisel leaps up, 

Only worry is the tax thing, but 
the shoestringers have figured that 
out by a lot of book-keeping. Only 
ones sore are the counter-uppers, 
who have to stay at the theatre 
every night until two or three, fig- 
uring. 





St. Louis, Dec. 5. 
St. Louis Film Board of Trade 
objected to RKO double featuring at 











the Missouri. It has been existent 
at the house for around three years 
and was instituted by the Skouras 











Hollywood Bulletin, 








{ 





Brothers. 

RKO’s answer was that the Film 
Board could have the house if it 
wants to operate the spot. 








Doubles for Animals 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


MAYBE NEW UNSEEN M.C. 
SOLUTION OF SHOW BIZ 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 


Fanchon’ @ Marco will borrow 
Pete Smith from Metro to be the 
unseen m.¢c. for theit ‘Phantom’ 


stage unit which goes into produc- 


tion shortly. 
Smith’s m: c’ing will be recorded 


Radio will have animals do a/ on a sound track. It will be oper- 
‘Strange Interlude’ in its two-ree]| ated from’ the projection booth. 
comedy, ‘Who's Zoo in Africa.’ Smith's well modulated, refined 

Animal dialog and the asides! voice will introduce each of the acts. 
wll be dubbed by Charlie Lung,; First time an idea of this type 
local radio artist, who has had an! has been used in presentations. 
air act over several stations in| Success of Smith as the narrator of 
which he simulates a dozen or! Metro's two-reel sport shorts influ- 
more different voices fenced F. & M. to try the innovation. 


PAOD pe ev ee. « 
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Connie Bennett Tells How Come 


Personage in N. 


‘So you're from ‘Variety’,’ said 
Constance Bennett, tossing her 
blonde head. ‘I don't Know whether 
I ought to talk to anyone from a 


paper so mean that it reprinted that 
cruel Skolsky (‘News’) attack.’ So 
saying, Miss Bennett paused for a 
moment before boarding her train 
for the coast to talk for ‘Variety’ 
anyway and refute the ‘Daily News’ 
columnist’s charges. 

‘It’s easy to 
someone in the public eye, you 
know, particularly when the New 
York press doesn’t like that person, 
and that person isn’t any too fond 
of the New York press. We never 
did get along very well ever 
the time I refused to give any more 
interviews. They misquoted me 
dreadfully, so I just stopped talk- 
ing. 

‘First of all I make it a rule never 
to be late to the theatre. I try my 
utmost to be on time. Of course 
sometimes, despite all I can do, I’m 
late. Perhaps I'm a guest at dinner 
and the whole party is delayed. 
Perhaps—but need I go into the 
difficulties of getting to the theatre 
on time in New York?’ 

Stopped the Station 

By now the whole Grand Central 
Station had discovered the presence 
of Miss Bennett. Travelers stopped 
in their tracks. A_ brave little 
woman pushed herself forward for 
the big moment in her life, that 
ecstatic second when ~ she _ per- 
sonally told Miss Bennett in person 
that she was so much prettier in 
real life than even in her pictures, 
then swiftly vanished, radiant. 
Porters poured by with Bennett 
luggage, stealing backward glances 
at the modish slim figure greeting 
friends, signing autographs, fran- 
tically sending messengers to the 
gate in search of her husband, her 
maid, her jewel case, refusing to 
face the battery of cameras until 
her husband arrived, opening tele- 
grams, accepting railroad tickets, 
and in between putting on a splen- 
did display of indignation with the 


take a crack at 


since 


New York papers in general, but 
the ‘News’ and ‘Variety’ in par- 
ticular. 


Plugs ‘Variety’ 

‘I told them they ought to stop 
reading ‘Variety’ for that—but then, 
what can they do? ‘Variety’ is so 
good, it’s the only paper they’ll 
read.’ 

Here comes Henri now. ‘Darling, 
but we still have 10 minutes,’ he 
says. Flashlights, cameras, po- 
sitions, 

‘Isn't it ridiculous to say that I 
come late to the theatre to be seen, 
now isn’t it?’ Miss Bennett, re- 
suming: ‘How can anyone see me 
after the curtain is up? The house 
is dark. The only lights are on the 
stage. The audience is looking at 
the stage. They couldn’t see me 
even if they wanted to. Absurd, 
perfectly. 

Connie’s Human 

*As for my leaving my seat dur- 
ing the play, of course I do, be- 
tween the acts. So does everyone 
else. Id like a breath of air, a 
cigaret, a sip of water, just like the 
others. I'm human, Where may I 
smoke? In the lobby, where smok- 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Y. C. Gets Slammed 


+ 





Roesner Silenced 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
In the two last pictures in 
which George Roesner ap- 
peared, he playec the part of 
a dummy. 
Sound had to come in 
Roesner to go silent. 


Bull-Tosser Franklin 
Kinda Sours on Pix 


When No Job Develops 


for 

















Hollywood, Dee. 5. 
Sidney Franklin, the native bull- 
fighter, is not now so sure about 


that film acting and writing career 
with Sam Goldwyn. He has been 
around Hollywood for a_ month 
without salary since showing Gold- 
wyn and Eddie Cantor how to toss 
the bulls for ‘Kid From Spain.’ 
He is now preparing to return 
back to New York, and with noth- 
ing more than Goldwyn’s verbal 
promise that some day he might 
use the cape juggler, 


From New York Franklin. will 
leap to Europe, but has no toreador 
appointments until February in 


Madrid. 





Veiller, Par Producer 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Bayard Veiller becomes an asso- 
ciate producer at Paramount after 
he finishes the adaptation of ‘Pass- 
age to Paradise,’ 

Leaving Metro, Veiller went to 
Par. on a one-picture writing con- 
tract. Under the new deal he will 
take over a unit. 


Making Talbot a Hero 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Warners are transforming Lyle 
Talbot from a heavy into a roman- 
tic lead. His first hero part will be 
opposite Loretta Young in ‘She Had 
to Say Yes.’ 

Actor has received the villain as- 
signment in every picture since be- 
ing brought here from New York 
last summer. 








CHICK CHANDLER LANDS 


Son of Prominent Family Finally 
Gets Picture Berth 





One test, megged in New York 
last week by George Cukor, sold 
Chick Chandler to Radio Pictures 
for five years on an optional basis. 
Radio will change his first name to 
George. He’s leaving ‘The Great 
Magoo’ play for the picture job. 
Chandler has been a light comic 
and dancer in vaudeville, burlesque 
and legit. This is his first film 
chance, He’s a son of Dr. George 
Chandler, prominent New York 
surgeon and founder of the New 
York state police system. 











Chandler is due at Radio Jan. 
1. He'll drive out, accompanied by 
his manager-pal, Joe Schoenfeld. 


| 
| 





Mrs. Kerry Sued 


Angeles, Dec. 5. 
| Complaint was filed before the 
state labor commission against Mrs 
Norman Kerry for $1,258 in unpaid 
wages by Adeline Hibbert, who was 
governess and companion for Mrs. 
Kerry last year, when she was Mrs. 
Helen Mary Wells. 

Sum is for salary extending over 
a year’s time. 


Los 





McCrea Op. Bennett 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 


Joel McCrea goes opposite Con- 
stance Bennett in ‘Our Betters’ at 
Radio. 


Figured to start this week. 


SLOANE TO PAR 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Paul Sloane is at Paramount to 
| direct ‘Passage to Paradise’ a ‘Lib- 
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leriy’ mag serial which Bayard 
| Veiller is adapting. 








WILL MAHONEY 


The Los Angeles Herald ‘Express’ 


said: ‘Will Mahoney, the show 
stopper at Graumann’s Chinese, has 
an especially constructed xylophone 
to be played upon with the feet! 
. . . some feat! Whatever you do, 
don’t miss Mahoney.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





TOUGH PRISON 
MISSES FILM 


Plattsburgh, N. Y., Dec. 5. 
Motion pictures, long the chief 
and virtually the only indoor enter- 
tainment for the inmates of Clinton 
(N. Y.) Prison, often called ‘the 
Siberia of America, are now ‘out,’ 
owing to the fact the projection 


machine at the Dannemora (N. Y.) 
institution is of the old silent type 
for which films are no longer made. 
Warden Thomas H. Murphy stag- 
ing boxing bouts in lieu of pictures 
in the prison auditorium. 

Situated in moutainous country, 
10 miles from Plattsburgh and a 
day’s journey from New York, Clin- 
ton is only rarely visited by pro- 
fessional entertainers. Inmates have 
few of the privileges granted to 
their fellow unfortunates at Sing 
Sing, Great Meadows and Auburn. 
Clinton is considered one of the 
‘toughest’ prisons in the U. S. A.,, 
judged from any angle. 


Screen People ta Wed 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Applications for marriage licenses 
filed in the L. A. county courthouse 
last week included the following 
people in pictures: 

Joseph M. Burbridge, cameraman, 
and Victoria Hartman, actress; 
Clyde Leech, actor, and Mary Ells- 
worth; Donald E. Carriger, cutter, 
and Helynn McGrath; Edwin T. 
Luckey, cutter, and Jean C. Whit- 
man; Vincent M. Engel, KMTR mu- 
sician, and Ruth Schaefer; and 
Gabriel J. Cansion and Carmen 
Legleer, both dancers at Paris inn. 














Berkeley Stays with Fox 


Westwood, Dec. 5. 

Reginald Berkeley, brought here 
from England to adapt ‘Cavalcade,’ 
has had an option picked up by 
Fox. He will stay here for at least 
another year. 

Zerkeley is a former 
j}the British Parliament. 


member of 





KOHLMAR EAST FOR TALENT 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Fred Kohlmar, production as- 
sistant to Sam Goldwyn, left last 
week for New York on a talent and 
story hunt. 

He will be gone two months. 


SAILINGS 








Dec. 14 (New York to London), 
Arthur Kelly (Berengaria). 

Dec. 12 (Paris to New York), 
Douglas Fairbanks, Allen’ Bloun 
(Chaplain). 

Dec. 8 (New York to Paris), 
| Karavaeft (Europa). 
| Dee. 2 (San Francisco to Shang- 
jhai) Stuart Dunlap (President 
| Coolidge). 

Dec. 3 (Los Angeles to New York) 


Danny Danker (Pres. Jackson). 
Nov. 30 (New York to Paris), 
Laura Hays (Manhattan). 
Nov. 9 (New York to 
| Gilbert Miller, Basil Dean, 
Cochran (Europa). 


London), 
Gifford 


_—, 





Thrifty Coogan 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Jackie Coogan, now a student 
at Santa Clara College, has a 
$25 a month spending allow- 
ance. Being a freshman and 
cheer leader, Jackie figures he 
needs a little extra spending 
money, so he represents a San 
Jose clothing house at the 
school,, getting $2.50 a week in 
salary and a percentage on all 
sales. 

Jackie is understood to have 
a trust fund of more than a 
million dollars that he earned 
in pictures. 














Warners’ Submission 
On ‘Airport’ Cuts Has 
Other Studios Aroused 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Producers here are perturbed over 
the precedent established by War- 
ners in permitting the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce to compel 
them to have scenes rewritten for 
‘Grand Central Airport,’ for the 
purpose of eliminating air-crash 
sequences. 
The aviation division of the c. of c. 
brought this about, objecting to a 
scene early in the picture showing 
the killing or injury of 10 passen- 
gers. They claim it would instill 
fear into prospective air journeyists, 
and retard commercial flying. 
A similar effort had been made by 
this division of the ec. of c. to get 
Universal to eliminate certain 
scenes of ‘Air Mail,’ but this the 
latter company refused, and released 
the picture as made. 
Producers feel that with War- 
ners being swayed from their intent 
in making entertainment, possibly 
other industries which might have 
an inkling as to story intent of pic- 
ture companies would find fault 
with specific situations and scenes 
that they would assert were refiec- 
tive on their business, and would 
call upon the c. of ec. for elimina- 
tions. 
In the case of the ‘Airport’ re- 
write, Jack Warner, at a meeting 
of aviation men, informed them he 
would submit the rewritten script 
for their approval and also show 
the picture to them for their okay 
before release. 








Stoolie Angle Out in 
Harlow Yarn Revamp 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

‘Nora,’ the Jean Harlow story at 
Metro which was’ shelved two 
weeks ago, is on again with Anita 
Loos, who did the original, assigned 
to do a rewrite in which the play- 
er’s role, that of a gun moll, is be- 
ing tamed down. 

Original version had Miss Har- 
low as a stool pigeon, who, for the 
tag, is taken for a ride by the gang 
she doubled crossed. New version 
eliminates the stoolie angle and has 
a happy fade-out. 


Mills Wins Divorce 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Edward F. Mills, theatrical shoe 
manufacturer, was granted a di- 
vorce in Superior court on a cross- 
complaint to the suit of his wife, 
Lucille Lee, actress, lost by default. 
Both alleged yeneral cruelty. 
Mills claimed his wife was seen, pa- 
jama-clad, in the same room with 
another man. 

Milton Golden represented Mills. 








Danny Danker East 


Hollywood, Dec, 5. 

Danny Danker, Lux contact man 
on the coast for the J. Walter Thom- 
son advertising agency, left Satur- 
day for New York via canal. 

Danker goes east for_home office 
conferences regarding a new Lux 
campaign for next year. 





ELLIS DOES A RETURN 


3urbank, Dec., 5. 

Edward J. Ellis, who played in 
‘I'm a Fugitive from a Chain Gang,’ 
and was recalled by Warners after 
he had returned to New York, ar- 
rived by plane last week to go into 
‘Blue Moon Murder Case.’ 

Stage actor is up for a term con- 
tract, 


COL. AFTER GAHAGAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Columbia is negotiating for Helen 
Gahagan to play the lead in ‘Cock- 
‘tail Hour. Tests are being made. 








10 WKS. WITH 72 
PAID FOR AT 
$750 WKLY. 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Metro will not take up its option 
on Nora Gregor, German actress. It 
expires in two weeks. 

Miss Gregor has been on the MG 
payroll for 18 months at $750 a 
week, and with only 10 weeks’ work 
to her credit during that time. 

Studio previously let Miss Gregor 
go and then recalled her from Gere 
many, after she had returned home 
to do stage work under Max Rein- 
hart. Studio kept her idle here for 
many months and then put her in 
one picture, ‘Flesh Is Weak.’ 

Player was tested this week for 
‘Clear All Wires,’ but lost the part 
to Una Merkel. 


L. M. RUBENS MAY GET 
WARDEN OF PEN JOB 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 


Commissioner L. M. Rubens, vicee 
president of the Illinois Chiefs of 
Police Ass’n., and internationally 
known for his police work, may be 
appointed warden of Joliet Peni- 
tentiary by Henry Horner, the new 
governor of Illinois. 

Comm. Rubens is at present in 
Rome attending the International 
Chiefs of Police Conference with 
Commissioner -_Mulrooney of New 
York, 











Lone English Girl 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Una O’Connor, brought here by 
Fox from England for ‘Cavalcade,’ 
has been offered a contract by the 
studio. 
She’s the only import for the pice 
ture up so far for a termer. 








Arlen as Lead 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Richard Arlen gets the top spot 
in Paramount’s ‘College Humor,’ re- 
placing Bing Crosby, who _ ree 
mains in the picture, but not carry<- 
ing the love interest. 

Studio may spot the Cab Calloe 
way band in the opus, photographe- 
ing the combo in the east and 
processing it in. 





Edu. Studio Vacationing; 
All Off Payroll 6 Wks. 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

With no feature production in 
sight and oniy one short scheduled 
to go into work this week, Educa<- 
tional is closing the Ed lot Dec. 10 
for a six week period. Present per- 
sonel will go off the payroll during 
that period, 

All feature production in connece 
tion with Educational and W-W is 
now coming off the KBS lot. 





Withers Tries Comeback 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Out of pictures for nearly a year, 
Grant Withers resumed with a lead 
in ‘Yellow Cargo,’ Invincible pro- 
duction being filmed on the Unie 
versal lot. 

Morris Cohen heads the _ indie 
company. Withers recently ree 
turned from a personal appearance 
tour. 





Nancy Nash Divorced 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Nancy Nash, chorus girl, was 
awarded a divorce from Otto Winke 
ler, ‘Examiner’ reporter, in Supere 
ior court last week on grounds of 
mental cruelty. 
Formerly known as Betty 
her last picture assignment 
in ‘42nd Street’ at Warners. 


4 
STANDING IN ‘LANCER’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

First assignment for Sir Guy 
Standing under his new Paramount 
contract will be ‘Lives of a Bengal 
| Lancer.’ 

Studio expects to put film in proe 
duction Dec, 12. 


Nash, 
was 
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CENSOR POWER 
CUT WAY DOWN 
BY BRIEFS 


Autocratic powers of censors, 
who can now cut and eliminate as 
they see fit, will be markedly re- 
duced, in fact the whole shearing 
proposition will take on a court- 
room aspect, if a new scheme of 
things now being broached to cen- 
sor states, individualiy, is adopted. 

One of the most censorious of all 
states is reported to have signified 
fits intent of adopting the policy. 
Another will hear the story and be 
given an opportunity to pass upon 
tic plan this week. 

The new censor method, for the 
first time, would let industry rep- 
resentatives submit briefs on every 
screen picture scene. 

Instead of having to wait outside 
and take what is now being handed 
them, producers would be advised 
that certain cuts were being con- 
templated by the shearing body. 
They would then be allowed to ap- 
pear before the censor body and 
argue against such contemplated 
eliminations. Following the verbal 
discussion, briefs would be filed and 
a decision rendered by the censor 
body. 

By this method the _ industry 
would be able to even appeal from 
such decisions, it is pointed out. In 
New York state the appeal could 
be made to the Board of Regents. 

Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Chicago Censor Board was called 
before Mayor Anton Cermak on 
Saturday afternoon with only the 
mayor and board present. Under- 
stood they were given some strong 
language from the mayor, who is 
reported as stating he was sick of 
being annoyed with complaints 
against the censorial stupidity 
which requires him to sit through 
pictures in dispute. 

The mayor also commented on the 
fact that Oak Park and other fam- 
ily suburbs with their own censor- 
ship were passing pictures that 
Chicago censors were holding up or 
cutting to pieces. 


LIBBY HOLMAN’S OFFER 
IN ‘SING YOU SINNER’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Phil Goldstone is trying to get 
Libby Holman for the top spot in 
‘Sing You Sinner,’ a torch song 
singer story by Wilson Collison. 
Understood here that Miss Hol- 
man is going into retirement until 
after her baby is born. Goldstone’s 
picture will be ready for produc- 
tion within the next month. If 
Miss Holman likes the story and is 
willing to do the picture, production 
will be set back until after the 
dirth. 


Albie Booth’s Personal 


New Canaan, Conn., Dec. 5. 
Albie Booth, former Yale athlete 
and All-American halfback in 1930, 
is making personal appearances 
with the football picture “All- 
American.” His appearance at the 
Playhouse here was his first in con- 
nection with the film, in which he 
has a part. 
Plans for future personal appear- 
ances have not been announced, 


Dix’s Temp 103 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Running a temperature of 103, 
Richard Dix, suffering from the flu, 
had nurses rushed to him from Los 
Angeles Saturday. He is at Palm 
Springs. 

Boris Karloff is afso reported to 
be seriously ill with the flu. 

There are symptoms of a flu epi- 
demic around. 

















Laura Hays Sailed 
Laura Hays left suddenly for 
Paris Wednesday (30) on a call 
from Pathe-Natan to go into a new 
picture directed by Fedor OQzep. She 


got the cable offer and left the 
same day. 
Miss Hays was in Europe last 


year and did a little picture work, 
returning to New York for legit. 


$1,000 TOUCH BY GAL 
MAYBE AN ‘OPTION’ 


In slipping up on optioning Con- 
stance Cummings, Columbia Picts 
thinks it has a good chance to re- 
tain her regardless, through the 


fact that Miss Cummings, on her 
recent visit to New York , had 


‘touched’ Col for over $1,000 in ad- 
vance of her salary. She did some 
extensive shopping while east, 
hence, the overdraft. 

Having picked her up at $75 a 
week, with her tast salary $150 a 
week, Columbia ha: developed Miss 
Cummings to the degree she could 
probably go elsewhere now, at much 
more. 

Col is arguing on the coast, with 
Lloyd Wright representing’ the 
firm, that they ‘made’ her, after Sam 
Goldwyn had brought the girl to 
the coast for tests and did nothing 
with her. 


A Polite Razz for 
Filmdom by Lauder 
At Morris, Jr., Party 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

At a reception given for him by 
William Morris, Jr., Sir Harry Lau- 
der took time out and slipped a 
polite panning to Hollywod’s great 
who had gathered to pay him trib- 
ute. 

‘It seems to me that there’s a 
great lack of sincerity here,’ said 
Sir Harry. ‘For 50 years I’ve been 
on the stage. What success I have 
attained has been due to my sin- 
cerity. The picture business has 
come on lean days. It can’t ex- 
pect to prosper unless those who 
are in it are sincere. 

With that. he called his pipers 
three who skirled him out of the 
Morris home to the tune of ‘Bonnie 
Prince Charlie.’ In Scotland that's 
a rebel tune. 

Among guests at the Morris home 
were Hollywood's first families. Mr. 
and Mrs. L. B. Mayer, B. P. Schul- 
berg, Mayor and Mrs. Porter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leslie Howard, Ernest and 
David Torrence, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Cravin, Sid Grauman, Charles 
Chaplin and others. 

Lauder arrived shortly before 
midnight, but remained only half an 
hour, claiming that due to his pres- 
ent tour of one-nighters, sleep was 
necessary. 

Affair was informal, though most 
of the guests looked as if they were 
ready for the opera. However, in- 
formality is formal in Hollywood. 
Reception broke up immediately 
after Lauder’s speech from the bal- 
cony and his departure. As usual, 
his bagpipers drowned out any com- 
ment the picture people may have 
made anent the knight’s parting 
thrust, 








So He’s Paying His Own 
Passage—Laughton’s Pout 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Charles Laughton wanted a big- 
ger slice than Universal would cut 
him, so he will not play lead in ‘Kiss 
in the Mirror,’ and returns east to- 
night (5) to sail to England. 

Laughton wanted Universal to 
pay his passage to England and re- 
turn as he wanted to spend the 
holidays with his wife, returning 
here in January. Universal refused 
Laughton will be notified by Para- 
mount in March when he is to re- 
turn for his next picture under Par 
contract. 





Par May Buy Air Yarn 








By Amelia Earheart 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Paramount is considering an 
original story by Amelia Earhardt 
titled ‘Twelve Hours to Paris.’ 
Yarn is a future concept of com- 
mercial transatlantic flying. 





Butler’s ‘Crime’ 


H llywood, Dec. 5. 
Frank Butler, who recently signed 
a term writing contract with Para- 
mount, draws as his first assignment 
‘Crime of a Century.’ 








50% OFF 


‘Magoo’ Notices Knocks Screen 
Value Down to $30,000 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Though Ben Hecht, Gene Fowler 
and the producers of ‘The Great 
Magoo’ turned down a Fox offer of 
$60,000 for the screen rights three 
weeks ago, since the New York 
notices on the play they are now 
offering it for $30,000. 


ZITS SCANDAL 
SHEET BUST 


‘Zit’s Theatrical Weekly’ carried 
its own obituary notice last week. 
Most important thing it had to tell 
was of its suspension. Last week’s 
was the blow-off, said ‘Zit’s’. 

Cc. F. Zittel has been bouncing 
about with ‘Zit’'s Theatrical Weekly’ 
for 12 years. Of late most of the 
bouncing was in checks given to 
the staff. When the bust time ar- 
rived Zit’s staff had scaled down 
to Paul Swinehart as the editor. 

Zittel, himself, has been an ad- 
vertising solicitor. He first broke 
into selling advertising space on 
W. R. Hearst’s ‘Evening Journal.’ 
In those days Zit found he could 
sell a page in the ‘Journal’ for 
$1,000 by promising an editorial by 
Brisbane thrown in. After Zittel 
left the ‘Journal’ he still hung 
around Hearst’s neck for several 
years, getting Hearst's money and 
favors meanwhile. Finally Hearst 
left for his ranch on the coast and 
forgot to invite Zit to go along. 

Despite the title of ‘Zit's The- 
atrical Weekly’ paper was known as 
the Times Square scandal sheet. 
What little attention it gave to 
theatricals was merely for the pur- 
pose of backing up advertising so- 
licitors. 

Paper never commanded any in- 
fluence or attention. It finally dwin- 
dled to 12 pages. 


Six Ex-Hoss Opera 
Stars Spotted for 
Bits in Par Picture 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Six former western stars are 
also-rans in Paramount's ‘Mysteri- 
ous Rider,’ a remake of the Zane 
Grey silent. 

Boys who used to get top billing 
in their own horse operas, but who 
are now content to pick up a few 
days’ work in the other guy's pic- 
tures, are Pete Morrison, former 
Universal star; Chet Ryan, one- 
time head western man for Vita- 
graph; Wally Wales, former Pathe 
star; Neal Hart, another Universal 
star; Peewee Holmes, who made 
his own open space pictures for 
FBO; Bill Patton, who made them 
for the state rights market. 

Also in the same picture are five 
cowboys who at various times went 
out and produced one or two pic- 
tures with themselves as the fea- 
tured players. Quintet includes 
Fred Gilman, Robert Burns, Ben 
Corbett, Jay Wilsy and Fred Burns. 


Cutter Becomes Megger 


Burbank, Dec. 5. 
George Amy, cutter on the Warner 
lot, has been promoted to director. 
Will be an associate with Busby 
Berkeley on ‘She Had to Say Yes.’ 




















THE BROCKS’ ALIMONY 


Must Be Fought Out in California 
Courts 





Lillian Brock will have to take 
her alimony difficulties with Louis 
srock, RKO comedy producer, to the 
Calfornia courts. Refusal of the 
Appellate Division to grant her per- 
mission to appeal the latter tr- 
bunal’s various rulings in the case 
to the New York Court of Appeals 











leave her no other alternative. 


Appellate Division had previously 


ruled that Lillian Brock, the pro- 
| ducer’s first wife, could not seques- 
ter his RKO salary through the | 
| picture company’s New York office | 


| 


| 
| 


He was at Metro for five years 
after quitting grease paint. 
. ’ 
Sidney’s $2,250 
Sidney Fox, just back from Eu- 
rope, opens for Warner Bros. in| 
Elizabeth at $2,250. 
The Universal actress went 
abroad to make a couple of for- 


eign U pictures. 


| 


ind also refused to appoint her re-/ 


eiver of his property. Bi: ali- 


Aa L- 
mony claim involves around $4,090. | 
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How a Couple of Special Carloads 
Of Bennetts, Selznicks, Secs., Maids, 
Valets-Writers Leave N.Y. for Coast 





Foolish Girl 





Former picture girl went out 
to Hollywood recently on spec 
for a comeback, but didn’t land. 
She returned to New York in 
a few weeks. 

Figuring a couple of men- 
tions in the chatter columns 
had increased her value, she 
has raised her own salary $750. 

So far no bites. 


Chevalier at $12,500 
A Week Sends Chi House 
$15,000 Into the Red 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Maurice Chevalier, getting $12,000 
a week for his personal appearance 
for Balaban & Katz at the Chicago, 
was asked to be in readiness for a 
possible extra show Saturday and 
Sunday, in anticiption of the extra 
business the $12,500 attraction, 
B&K hoped would fetch. Chevalier 
refused to do an extra show with- 
out $500 per extra performnce. 

However, biz was so poor that 
there was no necessity to ease any 
crows with any extra frolics. 

The high-priced French star is 
paced for a $31,000 gross on the 
week. The Chicago’s average over- 
head is $40,000. With Chevalier in 
at 12% grand that means a $15,000 
loss to the theatre. 














Scribes’ ‘Madame 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


With the ‘Madame’ stories in 
vogue, Paramount bought ‘Don’t 
Call Me Madame,’ a comedy with 
two madames, Mae West and Ali- 
son Skipworth, slated for the parts. 
Story was written by a group of 
Writers Club members to get funds 
for their organization. They include 
Rupert Hughes, Grover Jones, Wal- 
demar Young and Percy Heath. Pic- 
ture scheduled for early production. 


Von Sternberg Retiring 


Holywood, Dec, 5. 

After five years on the lot, Josef 
von Sternberg severed his connec- 
tions with Paramount Friday (2) 
and contemplates retirement from 
screen work. Director claims he has 
no deals to make pictures either here 
or in Europe. 

He plans a trip to Europe for an 
indefinite vacation, leaving the end 
of this month. 


Busting Tradition With 
15 Instead of 13 Starlets 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Wampas this year will have 15 or 
more baby stars instead of the tra- 
ditional 13 with decision as to num- 
ber to be voted on at a meeting to- 
morrow (6). 

Every studio or production affi- 
liated with the Hays organization 
will be entitled t» one baby star 
with free-lance baby stars also to 
be added to group and known as 
baby stars at large. 


Itv’ll Be Crawford or 
Harlow in MG’s ‘Party’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Metro is undecided whether to put 
Joan Crawford or Jean Harlow into 
its film version of Ivor Novello’s 
play, ‘Party.’ 

It will be one of the two. 

Clarence Brown is penciled in to 
direct with Leon Gordon, now 
idapting the play to screen form, 














U Again After Clive 


Hollywood, Dec 


Universal is 


here from London for ‘The Kiss} 
Before the Mirror.’ c 

Clive has been brought here tw 
before at th request of Jar 
Whale, who will direct ‘Kiss.’ Eng- 
Ishi i Va | Jo p end 
(Tiffany) and ‘Frankenstein j 


— — 


portant theatre 
j 


negotiating with+¥¢ 
| Colin Clive, English actor, to comes 





David Selznick and Constance 
Bennett departed from New York 
Thursday (1) for the coast on the 
same Century, in two private cars. 

They were accompanied by a ret- 
inue of more than 20 persons, in- 
cluding secretaries, assistant secre- 
taries, maids, valets, writers and 
studio personnel. No flowers. Selz- 
nick’s car was specially equipped 
with radio through NBC courtesy. 

On the adjoining track at the 
Grand Central, Mayor McKee passed 
through the gate, alone, three min- 
utes before train time for Albany, 
where he was to discuss New York 
City’s relief needs with Governor- 
elect Herbert Lehman. While Mayor 
McKee was saying goodbye to his 
family outside the gates, unknown 
and unrecognized by most folks, 8 
or 10 cameramen were huddled in- 
side the train gates. 

A mugeg asked the newspaper lads 
if they were waiting for Miss Ben- 
nett or Selznick. 

Came several voices, ‘We're waite 
ing for McKee.’ 

But they didn’t tnow McKee was 
outside and as most of the station 
excitment seemed to be concentrated 
inside the gates, the boys stuck 
there. A picture party was leav- 
ing for the Coast and they utilized 
their time by grabbing photos of 
Selznick and Bennett. 

Miss Bennett, dressed smartly, 
posed, talked and squawked. Selz- 
nick posed and smiled. He was 
leaving New York without having 
negotiated a new contract with 
RKO, but his car was equipped with 
radio and he looked happy. 

Two messenger boys met the Selz- 
nick-Bennett party outside the train 
gates, Each had a package for 
somebody. One was for Selznick. 
The other was for Rosalie Stewart 
and was almost turned over to Mrs, 
Donald Ogden Stewart by mistake, 

Nosey Blumey 

No sooner did the Selznick-Ben- 
nett party get inside the train gates 
than the departure clatter began, 
A. C. Blumenthal was there but not 
to see Mayor McKee off. His first 
query was: 

‘Why did “Variety” reprint that 
Skolsky article?’ 

It looks impossible for that guy 
to mind his own business only. 

But Miss Bennett was already 
talking to a ‘Variety’ sobbie about 
the same thing. It was pretty to 
watch Miss Bennett being inter- 
viewed by the side of the observa- 
tion car while cameramen from the 
dailies formed a semi-circle poised 
to photo her. She did her shoulder 
shrugs and in the very smart cos- 
tume she was wearing it was cute 
td see her emphasize her words with 
slight body swaying and hand ges- 
tures as the emotion of the moment 
gripped. It was her bye-bye inter- 
view to New York. 

When a lad asked Miss Bennett 
to pose with Wera Engels, new RKO 
importation from abroad, the ‘Rock- 
a-bye’ lady replied querously that 
it wasn’t right to ask her to pose 
with somebody she didn’t even know. 
A moment before the two had been 
introduced, 

Of course, she would pose with 
Selznick, but where was her hus- 
band? She only had had four hours’ 
sleep the night before! 

Forgot a Maid 

The Marquis, a slight, well dressed 
chap, arrived and the two posed on 
the observation platform. Then 
Miss Bennett emitted just a tiny 
squawk with some emotional ges- 
tures. Seemed as if her hubby had 
left an important member of Miss 
Bennett's retinue behind, a maid. 

Selznick also missed something. 
There was one of those important 
excitements inside the gates as 
members of the party walked up 
and down the aisle either looking 
for sqmething to find or to happen. 
Some of the camera boys got tired 
or filled up with the stuff that was 


happening and they had to catch 
the Mayor anyway. 

Nobody but the ‘Variety’ mugg 
oticed Leo Spitz, Par’s most im- 





official, board the 
ime Century for a Chicago week- 
In Selznick’s special party were 
lo arrow, besides Mr. and Mrs. 


onald Ogden Stewart, Miss Stewe- 
rt, Miss Engels and others. 
As two special cars, each wag 
oked onto The Chief in Chicage 
day morning, not causing any of 
@ x ngers to change trains 
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Hasinous Expects to Head Merger 
Of Educat, W-W and Columbia Pets, 


With Bankers’ 


Approval of Deal 





A new major film company, with 
more Hollywood acreage than that 
possessed by any producer in Holly- 
wood, is now virtually set to ma- 
terialize through formation of a 
large capitalized holding company 
early in the year. Earl W. Ham- 
mons will head the company which 
will represent a pool of Columbia 
Pictures and his own Educational 
and Worldwide interests. Ham- 
mons’ bankers during the past week 
authorized the deal, advising that 
it be held over January. 

Status of the picture business is 


such that bankers, according to top price. 
high authorities, realize certain] New tariff includes government 
changes in the industry map are tax. 


virtually unavoidable. The Ham- 
mons move is the first in this meta- 
morphosis, it would appear. 
Losing a Cohn 

One of the two Cohn brothers 
will be actively out of Columbia 
with the consolidation. Each is now 
reported to be endeavoring to elim- 
inate the other. The Hammons’ in- 
terests, while not revealing which 


one they are concerned with over |ental came through Saturday morn- 
the present deal, is seen as certain|ing. House goes dayk after the last 
to depose the losing brother with|performance Thursday (8) with fu- 


The elimination willjt 


the change. 


only be in part since all concerned |rumor mentions straight pictures. 
House has been in red for months. 


in the move will retain a stock in- 
terest in the holding company, 


The merger is essentially for/Artists and McVickers closed dur- 
It is figured by |ing December, or longer, the loop 
will present a dismal appearance 


economic purposes. 
interested parties the deal will save 
the three companies a minimum of jt 
$75,000 weekly 
present efforts in production and 
distribution. It is figured by the/|§ 
same authorities that the three-in- 


earnings on an average of $350,000. 

Preparatory to the consolidation, 
bankers have delegated a repre- 
sentative to watch Educational- 
Worldwide books. This is reported 
chiefly as a cooperative matter to 
enable Hammons to close final de- 
tails for the physical get-together. 

Assets 

Last July assets of Educational 
were: placed at slightly in excess of 
$14,000,000, while those of World- 
wide were in the neighborhood of 
$2,000,000. Columbia’s is approx- 
imated at around $10,000,000. 

In Hollywood the Hammons peo- 
ple now control Tiffany, Metro- 
politan and Educational 
With the addition of the Columbia 
lot it is understood that the hold- 
ing company will immediately place 
in the market two of the studios. 


Baily Quits Wampas 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Claiming lack of co-operation on 


- 








and titled 


heavily. 
1; 50c. to 6 and 65c. evenings. Sun- 
day scale is 40c. to 2 


250 OFF PAYROLLS 


in duplication of | off the payroll in the closings. 


janitors, 6 operators, 24 girls besides 


one proposition will have weekly a miscellany of officials and em- 
ployes. 


Retakes for ‘Rasputin’ 


Nov. 17 in 17 reels, ‘Rasputin’ has 
been called back for 10 days more 
of retakes at Metro. 
already been in production 22 weeks 
and has cost $1,000,000. 


made in order to blend the story 
studios. when it is finally cut down to 12 
reels. 
which Richard Boleslavsky wil di- 
rect, ‘Black Beauty,’ I. E. Chadwick 
production, wil be delayed until the 
megger can make the switch. 


Who Broke His Heart,’ unproduced 
play by Frederick Schlick, 


U. A., L. A., UPS PRICE 


Like Par, Goes From 50c. to 65c. at 
Night 








Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

United Artists (F-WC downtown 
deluxer) has swung in line with its 
chief opposition, the Paramount, 
its night gate to 65c. 
House had been operating for some 
weeks at 50c. top, and dropping 
B. o. tariff now is 35c. to 


and then to 





BY LOOP CLOSINGS 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Decision to close the B&K Ori- 





ure policy not announced. One 


With Oriental, State-Lake, United 


heatrically. -Over 250 persons go 


Oriental has 12 musicians, 12 
tagehands, 30 ushers, 4 cashiers, 10 





After 17-Reel Preview 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Previewed at San Louis Obispo 





Picture has 


An entirely new sequence will be 


Because of the new scenes, 





Par’s Unproduced ‘Heart’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Paramount has bought ‘The Man 


Lone Femme for Film 
And Travel Expedition 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
E. John Brandeis, polo player and 
|} big game hunter, has been inter- 
viewing femme players, one of whom 
| will accompany a travel and filming 
|expedition of the Dutch East In- 
|} dies Exploring Co., leaving Jan. 10 
from New York. Michael Curtiz, 
Warner director, will aid Brandeis 
in passing on the final selection. 
A. Violette, member of the com- 


pany, will be here Thursday from 
New York to pick two camera 
crews. Girl and camera crews will 


be the only film people on the seven 
months’ voyage, during which com- 
pany intends making two features 
and a travelog. 








Fox’s Jump on Metro’s 
Revamp of ‘West Point’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Metro’s ‘West Point of the Air’ 
story written around the army 
training for aviators by John Monk 
Saunders, will probably get a re- 
write with another locale, due to 
Fox securing priority from the War 
Department for the use of Randolph 
Field, San Antonio, for the produc- 
tion of ‘Fledglings.” ‘West Point’ 
is intended for Robert Montgomery 
and Wallace Beery. 
Saunders and Lou Edleman, lat- 
ter supervising the Metro story, ar- 
rived at San Antonio two weeks ago 
to gather story material. They found 
Dudley Nichols, Fox writer, already 
on the spot. Latter studio had re- 
ceived permission from the govern- 
ment to go ahead. Metro appealed 
to the War Department, which was 
willing to cooperate, but insisted the 
studio wait until after Fox had 
completed ‘Fledglings.’ Metro is 
considering rewriting the yarn, fig- 
uring the stories are too much alike. 








Frankie Jaames a Florist 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Frankie Jaames in partnership 
with Anna Brose, has gone into the 
florist business at the Congress 
Hotel, It’s a first time among the 
roses and lillies. 

Until recently Miss Jaames was 
the only liberal member of the Chi- 
cago censor board, She was a mu- 
sical comedy and vaude prima 
donna before that. 





° ae ° 9 
Sidney’s ‘Chrysalis 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Sylvia Sidney will play the lead 
in ‘Chrysalis’ which B. P. Schulberg 
will produce for Paramount, 





Holmes Sticks at Radio 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Ben Holmes stays on at Radio to 
write two more pictures. 
One likely to be a feature length 
comedy. 








the part of Wampas members, Tom 
Baily, first vice-president of the 
press agents’ organization, sent his 
resignation, to be acted upon by the 
full membership at the meeting to- 
morrow night (6). 

Baily, who recently chairmaned a 
committee which brought in radi- 
cal suggestions for reviving the 
Wampas, claims that the members 
are lying down on him. 


—_—— 


Capra Stays Out Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Columbia has agreed to extend 
Frank Capra’s loan period at Metro 
if ‘Soviet,’ forthcoming Beery-Gable 
picture which he will direct, runs 
over the original 16 weeks. 
‘Madame Le Guimp,’ Capra’s next 
feature for Columbia, was schcduled 
to start before Jan. 1, but has been 
set back until late in February. 








Harbough’s Comeback 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Carl Harbough who has not di- 
rected in the last five years returns 
to activity in next Charlie Chase 
comedy for Hal Roach. Harbough 
has been writing scripts during this 
period. 


MARCO’S SEC. WEDS 

Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Mary Reynolds, formerly private 
secretary to Marco at the Fanchon 
and Marco home office, has left for 

Honolulu to marry ‘Doc’ Adams. 
Latter is a feature writer on the 
Honolulu ‘Times’ and Hawaiian 
representative for several news syn- | 
dicates. ' 











Cycles Stale—WB Wants ‘Em Hot 





Studios in for More Ginger in Stories—Start- 


ing with Bag Swinger 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

More sex is going to come out of 
the Warner-First National studio 
from now on. Stories may be 
strictly of the sex type or, if com- 
ing under some other cycle head, 
will have a strong s. a. angle. 

Decision has been reached at the 
studio that an average of two out 
of five stories should be hot. Belief 
is that time is ripe to go in for this 
sort of material, with most of the 
regular cycles beginning to get 
stale. At the same time, it is fig- 
ured some cycles can be pepped up 
a little by adding on something 
having to do with ginger. 

New hot schedule starts with 
‘Blondy Johnson,’ it is said. She's 
a dame with the handbag. Joan 
Blondell to figure in cast. After 
that will come another in the same 
category, ‘Frisco Jennie,’ with Ruth 
Chatterton. 

‘Hard to Handle’ with 
is another, while ‘The Mindreader’ 


will have a strong angle tied up 
with the mindreading raeket back- 
ground. ‘The Keyhole,’ with Kay 


Francis and George Brent’; ‘Baby 
Face,’ with Barbara Stanwyck and 
‘Lawyer Man’ (Powell-Blondell) 
will also come under the hot head- 
ing. 


Cagney, 


DINNER FOR WOBBER 


200 in Frisco—Bowles of FWC, 
Toastmaster for Affair 








San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
Some 200 tossed a_ testimonial 
dinner for Herman Wobber Wednes- 
day (30) as he bowed out of Para- 
mount, preparatory to becoming 
western representative for Fox. 
Arch Bowles, F-WC, was toast- 
master, introducing Lou Marcus, 
mayor of Salt Lake and former 
showman; Spyros Skouras and I. M. 
Golden, assistant district attorney, 
who spoke. From out of town came 
Howard Sheehan, Ed Smith, Arch 
Reeves, C. N. Peacock, Charlie 
Skouras and Leonard Williams. 





Marco’s Vacation Over 


Mike Marco left New York 
Wednesday (30) for the coast after 
nearly a three-week stay in the 
east. Mrs. Marco, and daughter, 
Gloria, who made the trip east with 
Marco, preceded ‘the latter home- 
ward by a week. 

Trip was in-the nature of a va- 
eation for the family, but business 
|held Marco over a week longer 
| than intended, 





Cohn Bros. Arguing Again Over 
Columbia Pct Control and Sugar 








MAGIC ON SCREEN 


Houdini’s Life in Feature—Probably 
Thurston’s Illusions, Too 





Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Magical features are going into 
action according to report. Radio 
Pictures is preparing to work out 
the life of Houdini on the screen 
and United Artists is reported ne- 
gotiating with Thurston, 
The widow of Houdini may be- 
come studio advisor on her hus- 
band’s life and work. Another who 
is almost as familiar with Houdini 
and his stage illusions is Joe Lee, 
the RKO theatre division manager 
for Brooklyn, N. Y. Lee helped 
work out Houdini’s spiritualistic ex- 
pose magic. 


EXCLUSIVE SHOWINGS 
PLEASING ALABAMANS 


Birmingham, Dec. 6. 
Exclusive bookings at the Ala- 
bama during the past three months 
have been given a thorough trial 
and owners of the Wilby-Kincey 
house are satisfied. They should be 
because the house is making money 
now, the first time since the end 
of the first year after it was opened 
several years ago. 
Before exclusive bookings went in 
Alabama, the situation was acute in 
Birmingham. Second runs were 
throwing in double features for 10c. 
The first runs were starving and 
with the exception of Alabama, still 
are. 
During the last three months, 
most of the advertising at the Ala- 
bama has featured the exclusive 
policy. This has included every 
newspaper ad from three inches up, 
24-sheets devoted solely to the ex- 
clusive policy, dodgers, trailers and 
every form of ballyhoo used today. 
The second runs are yelping. It 
was to be expected. They can only 
walk around in a trance and mutter 
what they’d like to do to their com- 
petitor down the street. 


Par Starting 12 Pix 
In December, January 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Paramount has 12 pictures slated 
to go into work between Dec, 12 
and Jan. 16. On the list to start 
Dec. 12, or as soon after as there 
is studio space, are ‘Passage to Par- 
adise,’ Paul Sloane directing; 
‘Eleven Lives,’ ‘Sanctuary,’ ‘Lives of 
a Bengal Lancer,’ ‘Murder at the 
Zoo,’ and ‘Crime of the Century.’ 
On tap for Jan 3 are ‘Under the 
Tonto Rim,’ ‘Song of Songs,’ and 
‘Jennie Gerhardt.’ 

‘The Way to Love,’ ‘College Hu- 
mor’ and ‘International House’ go 
into production Jan. 9. ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ is pencilled in for Jan. 
16, 

















Hughes Plans 


Howard Hughes left New York 
yesterday (Monday), for Hollywood 
to prepare further producing activ- 
ities. He figures on at least two 
pictures during 1933. 

Another air picture 
first. 





may be his 





Jolson’s Latest, ‘Optimist’ 


Still another change in title has 
been made for the Al Jolson picture, 
now to be called ‘The Optimist.’ 

Previously it has been ‘Halle- 
lujah, I'm a Bun,’ ‘Hallelujah’ and 
‘The New Yorker.’ 


GOLDSTONE’S LUKAS LOAN 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Phil Goldstone is borrowing Paul 
Lukas from Universal for the lead 
in ‘Sing You Sinners,’ which Christy 





Cabanne will direct for Majestic re- 
lease, 
On Coast 
Kay Francis left Thursday (1) 


} 
to return to the Coast, to soon start 


i ‘The Keyhole’ for WB. 

Another departee same day was 
King Vidor, who's also been east on 
vacash and looking over shows. 





The Cohn brothers’ Columbia Pic. 
tures split was up again, hot and 
heavy, all last week, with Jack Cohn 
flashing a $50,000 advance option 
money check which Harry, the Col 
prez, allegedly had insisted upon to 
bind a 30-day deal. Terms were 
said to call for triple the market 
value of Harry Cohn’s present holde« 
ings of some 50,000 shares, which 
would figure approximately $27 a 
share, as the buy-out value, or $1,< 
330,000. 

After a full day’s session in Nae 
than Burkan’s office the negotiae 
tions veered about to Harry make 
ing Jack a buy-out offer. 

The wives are said to be behind 
it with complaints that the con- 
stant wrangling is doing things to 
their husbands’ nerves and nervoug 
dispositions. 
Jack Cohn’s plans for control 
transfer of Columbia Picts from 
Harry to himself, if going through 
—and those who know the squabe- 
bling Freres Cohn are laying odds 
it won’t—would spot Walter Wan- 
ger on the coast production end in 
place of Harry Cohn. 
The present Col prez is said to 
have become influenced by tvo 
many luncheons with L. B. Mayer 
and Joe Schenck, on both coasts, 
with a Metro berth probable. Harry 
Cohn’s yen for a big league studio 
is said to be predicated on a desire 
to make ‘big’ pictures although 
Harry Cohn’s trade value has been 
his economic conservatism on pro- 
duction investment, 
Harry Cohn’s approval of lend- 
ing the Columbia star director, 
Frank Capra, for six months to 
Metro, is also regarded as pointing 
to a strong Cohn-Metro entente. 
The Katz End 
When Walter Wanger came over 
to Col, an understanding to pick 
up some of Joe Brandt’s stock fig- 
ured, but Wagner never availed 
himself of the opportunity. With 
Jack Cohn buying out Harry, it is 
said Wanger would agree to put in 
up to $500,000. 
In line with Harry Cohn’s gen- 
eral ambitiousness, it is said that 
he was hot for bringing Sam Katz 
in. Jack conceded that Katz is a 
greater organizer, etc., but argued 
that since his forte was theatre, and 
as Col had none, there was really 
little Katz could engage himself 
with. Harry concurred that, prac- 
tically considered, mebbe Jack was 
right, but ‘Katz was a big man in 
this business and his name would 
mean a lot,’ was the effect of the 
pres’ reasoning, concerning the Kats 
angle. 
Idea spread around in New York 
on Harry Cohn’s visit during Noe 
vember that he couldn’t decide 
whether he was president of Colum- 
bia Pictures or the United States. 
He was to have left for the coast 
Thursday but isn’t going until this 
week, 





Ingenue Contracts Up 
For Court Approval 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Two contracts of picture ingenues 
with their studios are up for Su- 
perior court approval. Fox wants 
an okay on June Vliasek’s paper, 
which starts the 18-year-old girl at 
$50 and works up to $600 in six 
years, if options are lifted. 

Patricia Ellis, 17, has a Warner 
Brother termer sliding from $190 up 
to $750. She is the daughter of 
Alexander Leftwich, dialog direc- 
tor at Rado. 





Dieterle’s ‘Princess’ 


Westwood, Dec. 5. 
Fox has selected ‘Princess at 
Your Order’ as the directorial job 
for William Dieterle, on loan from 
Warners. 
Janet Gaynor will star. 


Pat Ahern with Radio 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Radio has given a termer to Pat- 

rick Ahern, actor from the English 
stage, currently in New York. 

He’s a brother of Brian Ahern. 





Young, Hale With Crawford 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Robert Young has been added to 
play the second male lead with Joan 
Crawford in ‘Turn About.’ Louise 
Closser Hale, who was pul'ed from 
the cast, has been returned to it. 
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STICKS VS. CITY ON PIX 





Publix Wants to Weed Out Losers 


Among Individual Houses—0r Else! 





Wherever it is possible to make 


a sati ctory deal, Publix will dis- 
pose of individual theatre opera- 
tions. Houses mostly are said to 


be those which the chain does not 
want to continue operating, along 
with those it may retain. 

In addition to picking certain 
theatres in such divisions as Great 
States, F. & R., etc., Publix is re- 
ported anxious to drop single houses 
in various parts of the country 
which it took over from independ- 
ent exhibitors during the chain- 
building craze. Included are some 
theatres on which Publix feels the 
rent is too high. 

Former indie exhibg who turned 
over only one house or more to Pub- 
lix are being approached with a 
view to a deal which would take 
houses entirely off the chain’s 
hands. In some cases it is said Pub- 
lix is trying to tell former indie 
owners that under terms of their 
leases, where such deals were made, 
the rent is entirely too high. Or 
these houses may be placed in 
separate corporations, if that has 
not in many instances happened by 
now. 

Jules Ruben has a few singled- 
out houses for himself in the Great 
States setup, while Eddie Ruben 
has one from the F. & R. division. 
A. H. Blank recently took over some 
smaller towns in Iowa, the largest 
in Marshalltown, 

Individual operations which Pub- 
lix wants or is willing to part with 
stretch from Coast to Coast and in- 
clude houses in the New England 
territory. Everything in the south 
is tied up under Publix partnerships 
now. 


Feld and Chatkin 
Quit Par; Plan 
Chain on Own 


Late yesterday (Monday) after- 
noon Milton H. Feld and David J. 
Chatkin handed in their resigna- 
tions to John Hertz. In each case 
they become effective Jan, 2. 

On leaving Publix, Feld and Chat- 
kin from accounts plan going in 
business together as theatre oper- 


ators, picking up what houses they 
can conveniently and satisfactorily 
acquire. No particular section of 
the country is mentioned, nor is it 
indicated whether any of the pres- 
ent Publix houses may figure in 
their plans. The outgoing Publix 
execs have long mulled the thought 
of a chain of theatres of their own. 

Under the lately-revised steup in 
Publix, Feld and Chatkin had di- 
vided operating supervision of the 
entire country, with Sam Dembow, 
Jr., their immediate superior. In 
addition to supervision and con- 
tact of other groups, Feld is the 
divisional director of the deluxe 
string, Publix’s most important 
theatres across the country. 

Both men have been with Publix 








since it began, Feld having joined 
on a few months ahead of Sam 
Katz. Once before, last spring, 


Feld threatened to resign, but was 
influenced by Katz to remain. 
Contracts of Feld and Chatkin 
have until the middle of 1934 to go. 
Louis EF. Schnieder, long in Publix 
operating ranks, had just been ap- 
pointed an assistant to Milton Feld 


at the h. o., succeeding Harry Lust-{| Union News company are both in- 
garten, who has returned to Chi-/ terested in distribution. 

cago for Jonn Balaban. | Studios have okayed the record- 

Formerly southeastern division | ing idea of contract stars. There 
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DORAN RESIGNS 
Par Story Editor to Continue Legit 
Production 

D. A. Doran, Paramount's eastern 
story editor for three years, resigned 
Saturday (3). In a week or 10 days 
he and Mrs. Doran will go to Cali- 
fornia for a brief vacation. 

Doran parted with Par under 
most amicable circumstances. He 
is reported anxious to continue with 
his legit producing plan inaugu- 
rated last spring under the Doran- 
Ray-Hewes partnership whith peo- 
duced ‘Wild Waves.’ 

Doran is primarily interested just 
now in ‘Wanted: Young Girl of 
Good Family,’ by Johann Vaszary, 
author of ‘I’ve Married an Angel,’ 
recently bought by Metro. ‘Wanted’ 
was produced early this fall in Bud- 
apest. 

Doran was not under contract, his 
three-year termer expiring during 
the past year with Par. 


McCarthy Handling 
‘Cross’ Road Showing; 
‘Spain’ Not for $2 


Under a deal closed with John C. 
Flinn Thursday (1), J. J. McCarthy 
will handle the roadshowing of 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par), which 
opened under Flinn’s complete su- 
pervision at Rialto, New York, 
Wednesday (30). Flinn came east on 
the roadshowing project for Para- 
mount and Cecil B. DeMille. 


McCarthy made his deal with 
Flinn following decision that Sam 
Goldwyn would not roadshow ‘Kid 
From Spain’ further than the Pal- 
ace, N. Y., and Western, Hollywood, 
dates. An early release date is to 
be decided for ‘Kid.’ 

Immediately on installing in an 
office in the Paramount building, 
with Joe Shea to handle road pub- 
licity on ‘Cross,’ McCarthy began 
negotiating on dates. 

Flinn had decided regardless of 
the New York run that there will 
be at least seven roadshows on the 
DeMille picture. His office is with 
McCarthy’s. Flinn will return west 
with DeMille for the Hollywood 
opening of the picture. 











Waxing Players at 10c 
A Record Is $-J Venture 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

As a by-product of their agency, 
Selznick and Joyce have gone into 
the record business, making re- 
cordings of their players for distri- 
bution in the 10c stores and news- 
stands. 

Records retailing at 10c will be 
recorded here and manufactured by 
Columbia Phonograph in the east. 
All will be non-musical and aimed 
as personal gag messages from the 
stars. Agency figures that if fans 
will dig up two-bits for auto- 
graphed photograps of their fav 
players, they'll spend a dime to 
hear them talk, especially when the 
message begins, ‘My dear friend’. 

Recording will be done on a cel- 
lulose coating over the photograph 
of the player. S-J plan to make 26 
recordings immediately. 





Players will receive from one to 
two cents per record, according to 


the sales, Up to 400,000 records 
their bit will be le per record. 
Over that figure royalty will be 
two cents. Woolworth stores and 





‘Sophistication Cold in Small 
Towns—They Don’t Know 
Triangle 
Goodies 


TWAIN SELDOM AGREE 


By Robert H. Brown 


Birmingham, Dec. 5. 

Sticks and the city, how do they 
compare as to grosses in the picture 
business? 

Take it any way on earth, there 
is probably no one combination that 
will produce a picture okay in New 
York, okay in Birmingham, okay in 
Kansas City and other sections as 
well. 

It’s a tough problem that has 
bothered bookers and producers as 
well as exhibitors. An exhibitor 
reads of the big sensation such and 
such a picture is making in New 
York and he wonders what it will 
do in his small town theatre in the 
sticks. 

The booking office tries to stick 
him with a heavy price for the pic- 
ture simply because it clicked great 
in Gotham and Chi. Past bookings 
have taught the exhib that ‘New 
York successes’ are ‘home town 
failures’ for him as a usual thing. 

On the other hand, there is the 
failure in the cities that clicks in 
the sticks. The manager of a 
chain house is in just as tough a 
spot. He sends in a swell report 
on a freak picture slammed ont by 
a studio just as a programer and 
it does great in the sticks. Then 
the next week he books one of those 
supers and his trade dives. He 
writes in his report that business 
is bad. The home office reads the 
report and says ‘better get a new 
manager for the Pumpkin Center 
house, he can’t do business on 
‘Grand Hotel’.’ 

Circuit managers, house mana- 
gers, independent exhibitors and 
others in the show business in the 
tall grass all agree that what is 
needed most is a better understand- 
ing between the sticks, New York 
and Hollywood. This does not 
mean that Hollywood should stop 
making those supers that get a ton 
of kale in New York and a pound 
of cabbage in Pumpkin Center. 
They simply infer that those pic- 
tures should probably he kept in 
New York or shipped into the 
South and other hick centers with- 
out expecting too much. 

Don’t Want ’Em 

Boiled down to a pint of pure 
water, the sticks don’t want so- 
phisticated pixes. ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ hasn't done so well in the 
South. It is still on the future 
booking list for Birmingham and 
there is some question as_ to 
whether it will ever land here. ‘Life 
Begins’ has played only a few spots 
because it is a rather touchy spot. 
It is all out of Birmingham. 

The old triangle story still goes 

(Continued on page 21} 
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By Advertising, 


GRISWOLD WITH PAR 


May Become Ass’t to Hertz in Par 
| Organization 





Paramount's executive-annexation 
from Fox is Glen Griswold. He 
joined Par Saturday (3). 

Griswold will work for Par in a 
financial capacity, probably as as- 
sistant to John Hertz. Both are 
from Chicago. Griswold formerly 
was editor of the Chicago ‘Journal 
of Commerce’ before coming to Fox. 
At Fox he was vice-president in 
charge of publicity and advertising 


until succeeded by Charles Mc- 
Carthy. 
Before coming to Fox, Griswold 


was editor of the Chicago daily 
‘Journal of Commerce.’ While head- 
ing the Fox publicity department, 
Griswold additionally was in charge 
of the company’s ill fated venture 
into visual education which was 
sponsored by Harley Clarke, 


$250,000 in on Metro’s 
‘Soviet’—Started Mos. 
Ago—Not Yet in Work 


Metro's ‘Soviet’ (title) picture 
which Anita Loos is working on now, 
after a series of writers, starting 
with Isaac Don Levine, specialist on 
Russian matters, stands the com- 
pany about $250,000 to date, with 
the picture yet to go into work. 

George Hill has been taken off it 
and Frank Capra will direct. 

‘Soviet’ dates back 20 
when it first started. 


eR ED 


READE TAKING BACK 17 
FROM PUBLIX JUNE 1 


Publix will turn back the Reade 
houses to Walter Reade by June 1, 
next. Agreement held with Publix 
by Reade called for notice to this 
effect by Dec. 1, if Publix intended 
to return the houses. It was re- 
ceived in due time. 

There are about 17 
mostly in New Jersey, which will 
be turned back to Reade’s own 
operation. Meanwhile Publix will 
continue to pay rent. 


No W-W Pres 


Joe Goldberg remains with the 
E. W. Hammons’ organization as 
sales manager in charge of fea- 
tures. His resignation was not 
taken up by Hammons. 

Jack Skirboll remains in charge 
of short subject sales under the 
present setup. Title of president of 
World Wide, which Joe Brandt had, 
will be eliminated. 





months 








theatres, 














Warners Beat Others to Stories 





‘Frisco Jenny’ Reported Another ‘Diamond 
Lil’—‘Central Park,’ Too 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Althvagh ,the Hays office has or- 
dered Paramount to the 
title of ‘Diamond Lil’ to 


change 
‘She Done 
departures from the original play, 
nothing appears to have been done 
about Warner's capitalization of the 
dispute. 

Warner studio is rushing to 
lease ‘Frisco Jenny,’ 
based on the 
a notorious Frisco lady. 
Gerald 


re- 





jan original by 


Wim Wrong’ and has indicated sharp | 





said to be| 
life of Jessie Wall, | 
Script is} 
Beaumont! ‘Frisco Jenny’ too closely. 


| with screen treatment by Wilson 
Mizner and Robert Lord. William 
Wellman directed. 

Ruth Chatterton has the femme 
lead with James Murray, Donald 


Cook and Louis Calhern in cast, 
Production was put through 
quietly as was the case with War- 
ner’s ‘Central Park,’ which beat out 
two ‘Zoo’ stories and necessitated 
rewrites for other pictures after the 
‘Park’ showing. It is the 
Mae West picture will 
quire rewrites to avoid follov 


possibie 


similarly re- 
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NEW YORK HITS \Coben’s Bronx Indie, Empire, With ; 


HOME TOWN FLOPS Profit of $2,000,000 in 18 Yrs. Made 


Over to RKO 


Goes 





One of the biggest money makers 
inthe New York field, Empire 161st 
street and Westchester avenue, 
Bronx, has been taken over by RKO 
from Sydney Cohen. RKO will op- 
erate and pay the annual rent of 
$75,000 but splits the house profit 
with Cohen on a 50-50 basis for the 
next 10 years. Possession went to 
RKO Saturday (3). 

In the 18 years that Cohen has 
had the Empire, he has taken out 
about $2,000,000 in profits, or an av- 
erage of more than $100,000 yearly. 
In his deal with RKO, Cohen also 
retains ownership of the nine store 
fronts on the same site, 

In taking over the spot, RKO was 
acting to secure the Bronx fran- 
chise on Fox product for the 
Franklin, in the same territory as 
the Empire. The Empire will now 
play the Fox product after the 
Franklin. 

Exploitation 


The huge profits of the Empire 
which in certain weeks has knuwn 
to have grossed something like $12,- 
000 on a two-bit admission charge, 
is credited to neighborhood exploi- 
tation, on a seale which the chains 
and other indies have been scoffing 
about. 

The Empire, under Cohen's ad- 
ministration, has been known to 
play films five days which the chain 
spots like Loew's and RKO, in the 
same neighborhood, have been un- 
able to play more than two days. 
Recently the house dipped and 
Cohen doubled his advertising ap- 
propriation with the house jumping 
back to normal biz, 

The curious part of the success of 
the Empire has been that it has de- 
pended mostly on Fox product and 
indie stuff. It’s capacity is around 
1,800 seats. 

Outdoor Advertising 


An idea of the extent of Cohen’s 
advertising campaigns that have 
proved so profitable to the house 
can be gleaned from the fact that 
he has used a wide display of 
outdoor stuff in the neighborhood 
besides local newspaper ads. The 
outdoor stuff was spread consist- 
ently week in and week out even to 
adjoining sectors. 

Where the other houses have lim- 
ited themselves to a couple of 24- 
sheets, Cohen has used 52 consist- 
ently, weekly, besides 500 or 600 


‘three’ sheets and maybe 1,000 
‘ones.’ 
Additionally he has used the 


mails distributing circulars directly 
into the homes announcing his 
shows and playing up particular 
points in the product which played 
the Empire. 

Cohen's experience in show biz 
(he was formerly the head of the 
MPTOA) is that if the theatre 
doesn't advertise and keeps its 
shows a secret, the public will take 
it on a confidential basis, also, and 
thus keep away. When biz fell off, 
Cohen always increased his adver- 
tising. 

Today, Cohen has many interests, 
besides theatres, including a chain 
of department stores in and around 
New York. The nucleus of his large 
interests has sprung from the Em- 
pire. 





Katz Settling 


Settlement of Sam Katz’s Para- 
mount contract is expected to be 
reached before the end of this week, 
Contract has until the end of 1934 
to go. 

Katz will not announce future 
plans until the settlement is closed, 





Laemmile Back 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Carl Laemmle has returned from 

Baltimore where he hospitalized at 

He will not go to 

next 10 days, do- 
at home. 
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Personal Publicity House Organ, 
‘Publix Opinion, Finally Tossed Cut 
By Par—Wholly Useless Expense 


‘Publix Opinion,’ house organ for 
Paramount-Publix theatres, expired 
with Friday (2) Along 
with it go Robert Faber, its editor, 


and three assistants, in addition to 


its issue. 


Sam Palmer, who, via distribution 
department, has been reviewing 


short subjects for the inter-organi- 
zation sheet. 

Faber's staff has ineluded Jonas 
Arnold, Ira Glucksman and Leo Pil- 
lett. Latter has been with Publix 
eight years, Faber, the sheet’s last 
editor, five. 

Notice of one month was given 
Faber and Palmer, while Jonas, 
Glucksman and Pillett received two 
weeks each, 

Decision to sweep ‘Publix Opin- 
ion’ and its staff, plus Palmer, off 
the payroll came with a suddenness 
in line with a retrenchment-decen- 
tralization policy which is creeping 
into all corners of Paramount-Pub- 
lix but particularly the theatre end. 
Sam Dembow issued the order 
washing up the Pub house organ. 

Originally founded as a press 
sheet on stage units by Jack Mc- 
Inerney and Ed Olmstead six years 
ago last April, ‘Publix Opinion’ at 
its height with Ben Serkowich as 
editor and its scope general over 





MARY NEWMAN DOUBLING 


And Bill Saal Nicked for Drinks at 
Mary's 2d Party 

Another Par-Publix luncheon, to 
Mary Newman in seeing her off 
Friday (2) for Dallas where she 
follows R. J. O'Donnell from New 
York, was given by girl well-wish- 
ers. sil Saal roped in as a by- 
stander on buying a round of drinks. 
It cost Bill plenty, with 
totaling up. 

Lasses included Jane Stubbs, Sara 
Lyons, Sylvia Chock, Tess Klauss- 
ner, Shirley Ide, Charlotte Gross, 
Carrie Lanel, Dot Wechsler, Jean- 
ette Mendelsonn, Miriam Lax, Lil- 
lian Gutterman, Ida Wolfe, Helen 
Strauss, Clarice Arenton, Bee 
Lerner, Mary Vernon, Doris Meyer, 
Claire Singer, Rose Mirelle, Rose 
Goldstein, Gus Kessler and Wallie 
Jorgensen, 


Par Wants Tully’s ‘Kid’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Paramount is negotiating with 
Jim Tully for the latter’s story, 
‘Roving Kid.’ 
If bought, John Bright 
the adaptation assignment. 





will get 








theatres, was costing around $100,- 
000 yearly. Since then with pay- 
roll and staff greatly minimized 
plus publication twice monthly in- 
stead of weekly, the organ’s cost 
was brought down to $25,000 an- 
nually. 

On washing up, its payroll was 
only $300 weekly, while the cost to 
Widenor Printing Co. on a run of 
2.900 copies has been $300, with cuts 
additional. Size has normally been 
12 pages, organ only infrequently 
going to 16 as on its final issue. 

No Punch 


The organ had no punch. It was 
more like a press book full of raves 
on picture product or Publix execs, 
usually on the front page was a 
streamer crying out: ‘Sam Katz 
Says, and Publix house managers 
usually crying, too, when seeing it. 

Most all theatres and distribution 
house organs have flaunted the per- 
sonal publicity angle, ordinarily for 
the head of the circuit or sales, 
whichever it happened to be. There 
was usually a strong leaning at 
times on the puff angle for others 
as well. 

When Serkowich was editing 
“Opinion,” sometimes  facetiously 
ealled ‘Publix Suspicion,’ he steamed 
up the Katz thing in order to cinch 
his job and rep. Frank Whitbeck 
did the same for H. B. Franklin 
when editing ‘Now’ on the Coast for 
Fox-W.C. ‘Now’ is publishing at 
present through RKO in New York. 

House organs have always been 
marked confidential but that’s the 
gag. Mailing lists were careful to 
see that over and above the thea- 
tre manager group, copies went par- 
ticularly to bankers, latter some- 
times getting one at their office and 
another at their homes. 

If a circuit house organ ever 
carried real info for a house man, it 
should have been sent to all the- 
atres. 

Since founding, the Publix house 
organ has had four editors, Jack 
McInerney, Ben Serkowich, Al 
Hirsch and Robert Faber. 


Sea Single 


Capt. Felix Riesenberg’s contract 
with Radio Pictures is for a single 
story, an original of the sea. Radio 
wants to make it a special, but has 
no one in particular in mind on 
casting. 

Capt. Riesenberg is bringing out 
two novels this spring, ‘Log of the 
Sea,’ Harcourt Brace publishing, 
and ‘Mother Sea,’ Claude Kendall 
publishing. Latter is first, in Feb- 
ruary. 





TURTLEDOVE ON PRODUCTION 
Universal City, Dec. 5. 

Leo Turtledove, who has been 

assisting Carl Laemmle, Jr., in 

hunting new talent and stories at 

Universal, has been made a pro- 

duction assistant to Henry McRae, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Constance Bennett, 
Marcella Bennett. 
George Brown. ° 
Harry Cohn. 

Wera Engels. 

Marqutse de Falaise. 
John Farrow. 

Kay Francis. 

Alice Glazer. 

Larry Hart. 

Jules Levy. 

Marco. 

Richard Rodgers. 

Dave Selznick. 

Hugh Sinclair, 

G. B. Stern. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donaki O. Stewart. 
King Vidor. 

Howard Hughes. 


L. A. to N. Y¥. 


Harold Atteridge. 
George Borthwick. 
Nat Carr. 

Danny Danker. 
Dave Epstein. 
Sidney Franklin. 
William Hanley. 
“Al Jolson. 

Lou Silvers. 
Chas. Laughton. 








Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 


Week Dec. 9 
Paramount—'Devil Is Driv- 
ing’ (Par). 





Capito!—‘Flesh’ (Metro). 
Strand—'Match King’ (WB) 
1} (7). 
Mayfair—'Rockabye’ (Radio) 
(2a wk). 

Rivoli—If I Had a Million’ 





(Par) (24 wk). 
1+ Winter Garden—‘Central 
Park’ (WB) (6). 
Roxy—Me and My Gal 
(Fox). 
Week Dec. 16 
Capitol—‘Fiesh’ (Metro) (2d 
wk). 
Strand—‘Match King’ (WB) 
(2a wk). 


Rivoli—‘It I Had a Million’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 
Winter Garden—‘Central 





23 drinks 


Park’ (WE) (2a wk). 





$2 Pictures 


‘Farewell to Arms’ 
(Criterion) (7). 

‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) (Rialto) 
(2a wk). 

‘Kid From Spain’ (UA) (Pal- 
ace) (4th wk). 

‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 
(16th wk). 

*‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Ger- 
man) (Froehlich) (44th) (12th 
wk). 


(Par) 





Foreign Films 


*‘Shoene Abenteuer’ (Ufa) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(7). 


‘Teilnehmer Antwortet Nicht’ 
(Capital) (German) (Hinden- 
berg) (2d wk). 

‘Miche’ (Par) (French) (5th 
Ave) (2d wk). 


NO 10c DE LUXER 
PRICE NOW lic 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Main loop district is now without 
10e¢ de luxe houses. Bill Elson’s 
Seventh Street theatre has tilted its 
afternoon scale from 10 to 15c in 
response to pressure from indepen- 
dent neighborhood exhibitors and 
exchanges. Pantages, another grind, 
charges 15c throughout the day. 
Elson’s night price, however, is 20c. 
In the lower loop there are numer- 
ous dime houses, including the 
1,500-seat Bijou. The Palace (Pub- 
lix) charges 15c throughout the day. 


Madeline Woods Owt? 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Madeline Woods, handling pub- 
licity for Jules Rubens here, is re- 
ported out. 
Miss Woods fe a vet arownd Chi- 




















E. H. Griffith. 


cago and the midwest. 





Jungle Films Make ‘Bad Dreams 





Overflow of Tired 


Tigers and Slippery 


Snakes—Fine for Unemployed 





With the market ghutted with 
jungle films more and more are yet 
to come. So many more, no one 
can make a guess. 

Out of work salesmen are turning 
producer with the hope of being 
able to retire on some jungle scraps. 

Libraries are being reviewed, and 
all animal stuff dusted off. One 
free lancer got his hands on 10@,- 
000 feet of swamp life. He turned 
it over to an editor who threw out 
all but 6,500 feet and now has that 
tied up for salary arrears. 


Among the established producers, 
including indies as well as majors, 
hands are thrown up when the 
word ‘jungle’ is mentioned. These 
are unanimous, almost, in declaring 
that the time is nearly here when 
a snake or hippo will kill audience 
interest in an otherwise fairly good 
melodrama, 

Certain of the smarter indies, 
appreciating this, are now trying to 
turn the jungles into a Central 
Park or Bronx Zoo, hoping that 
through the means of burlesque 
their picture will be spared from 
the financial flop dooming most of 
the others continuing to take the 
elephant and his hunter seriously. 





supervisor of westerns and serials. 

MacRae recently took over 
western department from Stanley 
Bergerman. 


the 
' 


Meanwhile many a film man is 
afraid to go to bed at midnight else 
| dreaming he's being chased by a 


tired tiger. 


Pine’s Coast Reports 


Bil Pine, who transferred from 
B. & K. Chicago, to the Paramount 
coast studio to work under Arch 
Reeve, will continue the special ad- 
vertising reports which Frank 
Whitbeck had been handling, ac- 
cording to Arthur Mayer. Whit- 
beck was lately let out. 

The New York P-P office wants 
the reports for press book purposes. 





. 


Leo Salkin Resigns 
Chicago, Dee. 6. 

Leo Salkin has resigned as man- 
ager of the Oriental theatre. He has 
been with Balaban & Katz for about 
three years and for the last two at 
the Oriental. Prior to that he was 
general manager for the Marks 
Brothers’ houses before B. & K. 
bought them out. 

House closes Thursday (8) for 
three weeks. 





Coogan or Lee for ‘Twist’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
I. E. Chadwick is negotiating for 
Robert Coogan or Davey Lee to play 
the title part in his ‘Oliver Twist’ 
for Monogram. Tully Marshall and 
Ernest Torrence are both up for 
‘Fagan.’ 
Herbert Brennon wit dérect. 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 





| department. 


‘RKO’S REAL DINNER DANCE 





Employes Socially Meet Dec. 17— 
Proceeds for Meals 





Second annual dance and recep- 


tion of the RKO employes will be 
held Dec. 17 at the RKO 58th Street 
theatre building, New York, at 8 
Pp. m. Proceeds of the affair go 
toward buying Christmas dinners 
for needy performers. 

No regular admission charge, em- 
ployes contributing whatever they 
wish. 

The ticket committee comprises 
Harry Robinson, Al Spiwak, James 
Howard, Helen Doyle and Helen 
Buchbaum. Music will be by Harry 
Robinson and his RKO Page Boy 
Band. This band is a regularly 
organized musical institution of 
the employes and plays at various 
outside affairs also. 

Last year the RKO employes dis- 
tributed 100 dinners through con- 
tributions made at the dance. 





Trailer Service’s Merge 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 


Supreme Trailer Service, organ- 
ized six months ago by Jack Fier, 
has been absorbed by G. A. Hurli- 
man, president of Exhibitors Screen 
Service. Ben Rosenberg, who has 
been managing Exhibitors S. 8S., be- 
comes home office contact at the 
local headquarters. 

Fier, formerly with National 
Sereen Service here, is manager of 
Exhibitors in place of Rosenberg. 


—— 


WB Club’s Dinner 


The Warner organization’s annual 
New York dinner-dance will be held 
at the Commodore Jan. 28. 

To members of the Warner Club 
(employes) nick will be $2.50 each, 
while for others it will be $6. 








Wilkie’s Assignment 

Al Wilkie has been placed in com- 
plete charge of picture production- 
distribution publicity for Paramount 
by Arthur Mayer. 

He assumes the work that for- 
merly was handled by Charles E. 
McCarthy and Earl Wingart. 

Wladek Zybreko, “Fhe Sucker,’ 
Warners. 

Warner Richmond, ‘King of the 
Jungle, Par. 

Lionel AtwiH, ‘Murder im the 
Zoo,’ Par. 

Charles Ruggles, Edward Everett 
Horton, ‘The Way to Love,’ Par. 

Chet Ryan, Neal Hart, Wally 
Wales, Peewee Holmes, Fred Gil- 
man, ‘Mysterious Rider,’ Par. 

Bradley Page, ‘Pig Boats,’ Metro. 

Bela Lugosi, George Lewis, Bob 
Kortman, Robert Warwick, Malcolm 
McGregor, Roy D’Arcy, Viva Tat- 
tersall, Henry B. Walthall, Ethel 
Clayton, Lloyd Whitlock, Lionel 
Backus, Tom London, Lafe McKee, 
Jack Perrin, John Trent, George 
Magrill, ‘Whispering Shadow,’ Mas- 
cot serial, directed by Al Herman 
and Colbert Clark. 

Regis Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, 
Edwin Maxwell, Barbara Weeks, 
Mathew Betts, Don Chapman, Wal- 
ter McGrail, Lew Kelly, ‘State 
Trooper,’ Col. 

Joyee Compton, Zane Keith, ‘Lux- 
ury Liner,’ Par. 

Gordon Westcott, 
Century,’ Par. 

Irving Pichel, Berton Churchill, 
Warren Hymer, E. H. Calvert, 
‘Mysterious Rider,’ Par. 

Frank McHugh, Aline MacMahon, 
‘The Keyhole,’ Warners. 

Harry Stubbs, ‘The Mind Reader,’ 
Warners, 

Florence Eldridge, 
Yours,’ Fox. 

Henriette Crosman, Norman Fos- 
ter, Frank Craven, Minna Gombell, 





‘Crime of the 


‘Dangerously 


William Collier, Sr., ‘Pilgrimage,’ 
Fox. 
Walter Catlett, Richard Carle, 


‘Private Jones,’ Universal. 

David Landau, ‘Crime of the €en- 
tury,’ Paramount. 

Cora Sue Collins, ‘Mystery Rider’ 
and ‘Jennie Gerhardt,’ Paramount. 


Louis Closser Hale, ‘White Sis- 
ter,’ Metro. 
Tenen Holts, ‘Whistling in the 


Dark,’ Metro, 
Paul Cavanaugh, ‘Queen Was in 





the Parlor,’ Par. 
Regis Toomey, “Ex-Lady,’ Unity. 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Sinus trouble forced Roland Yo 
out of cast of Paramount’s ‘Queen 
Was in the Parlor,’ after previously 
taking him out of the retakes on 
‘The Optimist,’ Jolson picture. 





Gladys Lehman stays on at Fo 
after borrowed from Universal f 
‘Department Store.’ 





Jungmeyer on ‘Air’ 
Jack Jungmeyer will write thé 
continuity of the Charles Murrayw 


yeorge Sidney comedy, ‘Salt Ainf 
for Universal. George Steveng 
megs. 





Fox has revived ‘My Dear,’ story 
by May Edington owned for several] 
years. Walter Morosco will supers 
vise. 

Kate Smith's Par picture, ‘Moon 
Song,’ retitled ‘Hello, Everybody,’ 





Edna May Oliver Out 
Edna May Oliver bows out of 
Radio Dec. 31. Studio will not pick 
up her option. Understood she'll 
return to legit. 
Sper’s Deal with U 
His Educational contract having 
expired, Norman Sper is negotiating 
with Universal to produce a twoe 
reel series featuring Eugene Palk 
lette and Eddie Dunn. 








Pitts’ Iliness Delays Retakes 

With one feature scheduled for 
Universal and contemplating a 
major operation, Zasu Pitts will be 
unable to return to Fox for retakes 
on ‘Walking Down Broadway’ un« 
til February. Retakes will be held 
up until then. 





Trouble Halts ‘Swing’ 

Story trouble on ‘Giant Swine’ 
has Ricardo Cortez switched from 
that picture to ‘Broadway Bad’ at 
Fox, replacing Ralph Morgan in the 
latter. Lloyd Corrigan, engaged to 
direct ‘Swing,’ may get another ase 
signment. 





Charles McCarthy, advertisin 
head of Fox, will remain here unti 
after the Yuletide holidays and the 
arrival of Sidney Kent. 


Split Writing Team 
Writing team of Malcolm Stuart 
Boylan and Harvey Gates has been 
split by Paramount. Boylan is as- 
signed to ‘International House’ and 
Gates to ‘Sunken Gold.’ 


For Zoo Atmosphere 
Joe Steele took a cameraman t@ 
the Fleischacker zoo in San Fran-« 
cisco for atmosphere footage for 
Paramount’s ‘Murder in the Zoo.’ 











Lynn Starling is at Fox scripting 
‘Promenade Deck.’ 





Accessory Firms Aid Academy 

Representatives of equipment 
companies are being added to the 
Academy’s research council in an 
advisory capacity. They are H. G 
Knox of ERPI, A. N. Goldsmith of 
RCA, Dr. C. K. Mees of Eastman, 
Dr. V. B. Sease of Dupont, G. A. 
Mitchell of Mitchell Camera, A. G, 
Howell of Bell and Howell, and 
W. E. Green of International Pra- 
jector. 


M-G Drops Three Writers 
Milton Krim, Nathan Asch and 
Max Trell are off of Metro’s writing 
staff in line with the studio’s policy 
of dropping scribes as soon as their 
assignments have been completed. 





George Borthwick,. treasurer of 
the Hays organization, left for the 
east last Thursday (1) after two 
weeks of installing nickel and dime 
efficiency. 





Edwin Justus Mayer stays at 
Paramount for another writing as- 
signment, ‘Songs of Songs.’ 





Schnitzer-Zierler picture, ‘Tars 
and Feathers,’ with James Cruze 
(Continued on page 40) 





- e 
Casting Halts ‘Fight 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Metro has called off production on 
‘Men Must Fight,’ scheduled to 
start Dec. 7. Claim cast available 
here not strong enough with efforts 
being made to get Jane Cowl for 
lead of picture which Edgar Selwyn 
was scheduled to direct. 


J.&0. AGENCY FOLDS 





Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

After six years in the agency 
business, Jacobs & O’Brien will dis- 
solve partnership by Jan. 1. 

F. S. Jacobs, also a correspondent 
for several British news syndicates, 
will continue his newspaper work. 

Future plans of Ida O'Brien are 


unsettled, 
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Referee Finds for ‘Roxy’ and RKO, 
Against Cathedral in Name Row 


S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) and RKO 
have about won their tilt with the 
Roxy Theatres Corp., and the man- 
agement of the old Roxy over the 
use of the ‘Roxy’ name. In a re- 
port submitted to Federal Judge 
Caffey, by Special Master Addison 
Pratt, New York attorney, the lat- 
ter recommends that the exclusive 
use of the ‘Roxy’ name should be 
RKO or Rothafel and 


further, that the Roxy Theatres 
Corp., controlling the old Roxy, 
Broadway, be enjoined from using 
the name. 

But the matter is still open, as 
final decision must be made by 
Judge Caffey, himself, who in his 
chambers Monday (5) at a hearing 
on the matter stated he had not yet 
read Pratt's report, although ex- 
plaining that Pratt's report would 
carry much weight with him. 

Bruce Bromley, of the law firm 
of Cravath, de Gersdorff & Swaine, 
was counsel for RKO and Ss. L. 
Rothafel in the matter, and on 
Thursday will present an order 
calling for <a injunction against 
the old Roxy management, in ac- 
cordance with Special Master 
Pratt's report. 

But if the old Roxy has one 
headache it must have 100. 

Term of Receiver Harry Kosch 
expires Dec. 13. A hearing on the 
kind of stewardship Kosch has 
given the past six months and 
whether the old Roxy is to continue 
will be held Dec. 9 before Federal 
Judge Caffey in New York. 

Outside estimates of the operating 
losses on the spot in the 7 or 8 
months that Kosch has been in 
charge, would have the house in the 
red for something like $300,000. 
That's more than $10,000 weekly. 

Of the estimated $300,000, around 
$85,000 is figured to be chargeable 
to Kosch's operation of the house, 
in the four weeks prior to his ap- 
pointment as receiver. It is told 
that there is still around $100,000 in 
old trade accounts and other obliga- 
tions outstanding against the house. 
Additionally, there is $110,000 or 
about that amount which has been 
used up of the $150,000 in receiver- 
ship certificates which were allowed 
by the court for financing the re- 
ceivership operation of the spot. 

$40,000 on Hand 


That would leave the Roxy around 
$410,000 in the treasury, the balance 
of the receivership certificates. 

Among the pictures which have 
been booked for the spot during this 
pre-holiday lull is ‘No More Orchids,’ 
Columbia picture, turned down by 
RKO. The old Roxy is said to be 
paying a flat rate of $3,500 for the 
film. 

The average weekly nut of the 
house is given around $40,000, but 
last week, during the showing of 
‘Call Her Savage’ the Clara Bow 
film, the house overhead is stated 
to have run around $37,000. There 
is no detail given as to how this 
lowered nut was reached. 

The Bow picture for 
seven days of its 8-day run did 
around $53,000 for which Fox re- 
ceived 15% in rental, according to 
accounts, The new picture deal 
which the old Roxy has with the 
Fox people has Fox films coming 
into the spot on a two-way mini- 
mum of $5,000 and $7,500, according 
to picture, but additionally allow- 
ing the Fox company a percentage 
after the house nut. 

That question of a 
name took a distinct turn, 
ing to outside estimate, 


assigned to 


the first 


accord- 
when a 





change of} 


former Fox lawyer was called in by | 


Pratt to give additional testimony 
in the case, especially as to how the 
Fox company felt about the Roxy 
name and Roxy's association with 
the house at the time Roxy left it. 

The big point was whether the Fox 
were aware that the RKO- 
people were copyrighting the 
name all over the world as 
Roxy (Rothafel) himself was leav- 
ing the house to go over to RKO. 

RKO people have the Roxy name 
on signs over the new Roxy theatre 
in Radio City and have gone ahead 


people 
NBC 
Roxy 








‘Beer’ Cycle 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Studios are rushing ‘beer’ 
stories. Edward Sedgwick is 
preparing one at Metro for 
Keaton and Durante. 

Warners also preparing one 
as are Universal, Fox and 
Paramount. 


GOLDWYN SET TO RUN 
OWN SALES SUPERVISION 


over his own 











Sales supervision 
product, taking greater authority 
away from United Artists and Al 
Lichtman, is in effect by Sam Gold- 
wyn on marketing of ‘Kid From 
Spain’ and ‘Cynara,’ currently ready 
to be sold. 

Abe Lehr, v. p. and general man- 
ager for Goldwyn, is in New York 
to supervise distribution of these 
two pictures, on orders from Gold- 
wyn. He arrived Thursday (1) and 
will remain indefinitely. 

For some time a widening on dis- 
tribution matters has been coming 
between Goldwyn and Lichtman, 
with the Goldwyn insisting his or- 
ganization okay all contracts be- 
fore they can be considered in force. 
Recently when Goldwyn decided to 
play ‘Kid From Spain’ on a road- 
show basis in New York and Holly- 
wood, at the same time not permit- 
ting UA to sell the pictures, fric- 
tion increased. 

UA wanted to offer the picture at 
least to exhibitors, even if asking 
twice the terms of ‘Whoopee’, but 
Goldwyn refused to give approval. 
The UA organization is said to have 
also felt the Cantor picture should 
have gone into its own house in 
New York, the Rivoli, instead of the 
RKO Palace. 





‘LAST MILE’ OKAYED 
But Unusual Permit Limits It to 
One House 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

After being three times flatly 
turned down by the local censors, 
‘The Last Mile’ (Educational-World 
Wide) finally got through due to 
the efforts of a local exhibitor, 
Louis Machat, who wanted to play 
the picture. He got the privilege, 
although it is still not certain that 
any other Chicago theatre will 
have it. 

Machat appealed to Police Com- 
missioner Allman, who looked the 
picture over personally and agreed 
to issue a special license limited to 
the Cinema Art theatre exclusively. 
This is a 300-seat house in the 
swanky north side Gold Coast dis- 
trict. 

Allman indicated that if there 
were no protests filed at City Hall 
after the Machat booking he might 
recommend that the exchange be 
permitted to release it generally. 





Machat boldly advertised ‘Cen- 
sors Said ‘No’—But Police Com- 
missioner Allman Said ‘Yes’. 


First week's biz was good enough | 
to warrant a holdover. It is the first | 
case on record where a picture has 
been licensed provisionally and its 
exhibition confined under the li- 


cense to one theatre. 











with plans for the opening, Dec, 29. 
The opening night tickets for the 
new Roxy which RKO will dis- 
tribute among the press and special | 
for by] 


invited guests will be paid 
RKO. ‘Animal Kingdom’ (RKO) 
so far is the film picked for the 


' 
opening. | 

The Fox company is no longer in- | 
terested in the management of a 
old Roxy. Skouras Brothers, yepre- | 
senting Fox in the management, | 
have been out around weeks 
or more, 


two 





|is expected 


$400, 000,000 MAY 
POME TO THEATRE 


Showmen in Accord with) 
A. F. L. Promotion—Film 
Production End Not Af- 
fected 


oe 


LIGHT 6,000 HOUSES 


Adoption of the five-day week and 
the six-hour day by major indus- 
tries would mean an additional 
$400,000,000 yearly to the film busi- 
ness and what virtually amounts 
to relighting nearly all of its the- 
atres, it is claimed. Of these lat- 
ter there are now around 6,000 
dark. 

Appreciating that such a change 
in working conditions in America 
would guarantee an all-time de- 
pression-proof status for pictures, 
leaders of the industry, especially 
those with political contacts, are 
quietly getting together to launch 
the most intensive campaign ever 
attempted since the entrance of | 
Will Hays. 

As viewed by the picture strate- 
gists the movement cannot be ex- 





pected to become a success unless 
it is generally adopted by all major 
industries in the country. As the 
picture men see it, the only way 
in which a united front can be ob- 
tained is through federal legisla- 


tion. 
With A. F. of L. 

All efforts to stimulate the Roose- 
velt Congress into early consider- 
ation of shorter working hours as 
the country’s solution to unemploy- 
ment will be made by the film in- 
dustry. This is one score in which 
it will work hand and glove with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

It now develops that the much 
publicized Hollywood studio five- 
day week is one of the first steps 
to lend impetus to the movement. 
Haysian directors declared even 
after the announcement that the 
five-day week could not apply in 
a general sense to the industry. 
Studio production crews and units 
must be kept intact during an en- 
tire shooting. There is little chance 
right now of the short working term 
affecting the home offices. If it 
does, and the directorate so far has 
not considered this point at any of 
its recent meetings, probably people 
in clerical jobs will be the only 
ones to get the vacation. 

If the country adopts the measure, 
film production will not be affected. 
It is figured the industry's present 
output will be sufficient to take 
care of the additional time allowed 
picture fans. Box offices on the 
average are not expected to increase 





their number of shows, although it 
is believed that many of the better 
first runs will work in an extra 
projection. 

The industry today is realising | 
about one billion dollars yearly at 
the box office. This is slightly more | 
than one-half of the total take in 
prosperous years of ’27 and ’28. 

The raise in business) which 
shorter working hours would bring 
is claimed very conservative by sta- 
tisticians when they place it at 49%. 





SOVIET’S $2 FiLM 


Rebush Opening Up Own Distribu- | 
tion on This Side 








foman Rebush is looking for a'! 
Broadway house in which to spot 
‘Soviets on Parade,’ newest 
sian talker, at $2 top on a two-a-| 


Rus- 


day policy. Picture is a follow up 
}on the. ‘Five Year Plan’ film. | 
tebush, former distributing head 


‘of Amkino here, will start his own 


| distribution with the picture, hav- 
ing bought the American righ 
'from Amkino, 





Chas. Sullivan Better 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Charles Sullivan, a Radio execu- | 
tive, has a turn for the better. He | 
to be up and about in| 


two weeks. 


terious 
Zane Grey story centers around, Taylor, 


ithe water | Saxton 


E FOR B. 0. 








Defeat of Repeal in the House 
Knocks Mild Rally in the Head; 
Stocks Close Around Old Lows 











, . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
3ales. High. Low. Last.chee. 
100 Cons ee 2% 2% 2% + 1, 
200 Col. F. pf. 6% 6% 6% — % 
700 Kast. K.*. 51 49% 3 4+ % 
foe pee P.cccs 2 1% 1% 
1,800 Loew ..... 22 21 21% + % 
25,200 Par-P .... 2 1% 1% 
Gaee RCA . cocve 5% 5 Sig 
200 RKO , 3 3 3 
st % A er 15, 1% I1%-—- *% 
Bonds 
$10,000 Gen. Thr... 2% 2 2 
1,000 Keith .... 82% 832% 32% 4 % 
8,000 Loew oe BOW so —1 
16,000 Par-F-L .. 16 15 15%4+ % 
. Curb 
200 Tech ..... 2% 2% Mm— % 
500 Trans-L. .. 1% 1% 1% 
* Ex div. 











LOCALS ARE GOING FOR 
TALENT WEEK AT WIS. 


Milwaukee, Dec. 5. 

Preparing for a gigantic ‘Milwau- 
kee on Parade’ show at the Fox 
Wisconsin the week of Dec. 16, local 
Midwesco nabes are conducting 
preliminary eliminations to select 
junior and senior acts for the week. 
Winners will get a six-month pass 
for the house they are chosen in 
and the seven-day engagement at 
the Wisconsin. 

Judging from the number of en- 
tries, the woods must be full of 
would-be stars 


Atwell Sues Gleason and 
Film Cos. for Plagiarism 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Charging that James Gleason 
lifted his one-act play, ‘Don't Cheer, 
Boys,’ and used it as the story of 
‘Don't Believe It,’ Christie comedy, 
Roy Atwell, New Yerk author, filed 
a copyright infringement suit in 
U. S. District Court against Glea- 
son, William Watson, director of the 
picture, Paramount-Famous-Lasky, 
Paramount-Publix and Christie 
Film Co. Gleason also starred in 
the short, which was made by 
Christie for Par release. 

Atwell alleges that he was dam- 
aged to the extent of $100,000 and 
says he copyrighted his script in 
1912 and later told Gleason the plot. 
Also he claims to have sent a copy 
to Par, which was never returned. 
He is asking for an accounting of 
all profits. 











‘Four Sue Big 4 Co. on 


Three Pix Accounting 


~ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
Big 4 Film Corp. is being sued 
for an accounting on three pictures 
it distributed for Robert Connell, 
R. B. Hooper, Edward Steinke and 
A. J. Schmitt, who charge that they 
received only $12,500 instead of an 
alleged total of $50,000 due. 
Films were delivered early in 1931 
and were to be made for $12,500 
each, with negative cost to be re- 


} turned in 10 months. 





Radio City’s Mag 


‘Mysterious Rider’ Shots 


Hollywood, Dec. 5 


around Boulder dam for ‘The Mys- 


Lider.’ 


project. 


+ —_ 


By AL GREASON 


Defeat of the House of Repre- 
sentatives move for resubmission 
of the 18th Amendment by a few 
votes yesterday (Mon.) stopped a 
hopeful rally in stock market prices 
that had been in progress from the 
opening. 

Stocks were generally 1 to more 
than 2 points higher at 2 o'clock 
while the House was voting on the 
Garner repeal resolution and was 
holding while the issue hung in the 
balance during the roll call. 

Within five minutes of the 
ticker’s announcement of the result 
the creeping gains of the previous 
four hours were cancelled. Tele- 
phone broke from above 104 to 102; 
the ‘beer’ issues, like Owens Bottling 
and Crown Cork lost as much as 4 
points as bull pools pulled the plug. 
The ticker dropped behind floor 
dealings for the first time in a 
month and for the space of a few 
minutes it looked as though there 
was going to be a bad break. 

Support was thrown in at the 
psychological moment and prices 
held around Saturday's bottoms. 
Thereafter trading turned dull to 
the close with minor recoveries as 
short sellers on the first flash from 
Washington took profits. 

During these maneuvers’. the 
amusement stocks did little either 
way and even during the momentary 
flurry attracted small attention. 
Loew's crept up to 22 by eighths 
until 2 o'clock, but then slipped 
back promptly to 21% on a few 
scattered transactions, closing at 
that level. Paramount wa; 
churned, being marked up to 2 
while the rally was on and closing 
at 1% for a net gain of %. Dealings 
in all cases were on a small scale 

Loew bonds were lower around 
80 and fairly active. Others dull. 

‘Spill’ in Paramount 

The market pretty much all last 
week hung on the edge of a selling 
climax or, as they call it, ‘a spill,’ 
but somehow, although the business 
clouds continued to thicken, it didn’t 
happen. Instead there was an ir- 
regular drift lower all around run- 
ning right to the end of the week 
when the Dow Jones industrial in- 
dex had penetrated the Oct. 10 low, 
although the break-through was not 
conclusively confirmed by the r4il 
and utilities averages. 

Only stock that definitely cracked 
was Paramount, which ran into a 
heavy half nour of selling at the 
close of Friday when it was ham- 
mered down to its all-time bottom 
of 1% for the second time this year, 
the luss for that session alone being 
more than a point for a net decline 
on the day of 40%. During the last 
20 minutes of Friday something like 
20,000 shares of Paramount came 
out on the tane on the scale down, 
one trade of 10,000 shares appearing 
at 2. 

Assault came out of a clear sky 
while the general list was holding 
fairly well, but there were special! 
features about the flurry that left a 
doubt whether the drive represented 
dumping of stock by informed in- 
terests or a movement of tax selling. 
For every trader who felt that the 
break indicated something impend- 
ing in company affairs, there was a 
player who figured the tax angle. 

One thing that gave the attack an 
odd look was the fact that all the 
Times Square brokerage branches 





(Continued on page 23) 


Spitz at Home 


Rill Erskine, quitting United| 
| Artists, yesterday (Monday) went | Leo Spitz, Paramount's decene 
on the Radio City payroll to edit | tralization chief, spent the week- 
the mag S. L. Rothafel will get out} end in Chicago looking over hi 
on the theatres. Windy City law practice from 
Erskine has been attached to the} which he has temporarily detached 
exploitation forces of UA for some | himself in order to give more time 
ime. |} to Par’s theatre affairs. 


Spitz left New York Thursday 


| afternoon 


shots | Ken 


Sound and camera crew has been | 
sent by Paramount to Las Vegas, | 
Nev., to take background 


Goldsmith’s ‘Monster’ 
Hollywood, Dee. 5. 
Next feature to be produced by 
Goldsmith is ‘Speed Monster,’ 
three weeks, 
the script are Rex 
Jason and Charles 


tarting in 
Working on 
leigh 


ee 7 em ted 


oe ee ee ee 
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PECTURE GROSSES 


Flu, Football, Pre-Xmas Make for 


Red-Ink Barrage 


in L. A.; ‘Savage 


Alone OK. $14,000; Par Only 14G's 


Los Angeles, Dec, 5. 

hung all around the 
mausoleums this week. 
though people found 


everything to do but go into the 
theatres. Flu was one of the ex- 
cuses. Another, looking at the Yule- 
tide decorations around town and 
also holding their change for that 
U.S.C.-Notre Dame game (10), with 
the answer being that the claret 
fluid bottle would have to be re- 
sorted to very heavily in showing 


Crepe 
first-run 
Seemed as 


was 


what happened that week after 
Thanksgiving in greater Los An- 
geles. 


Second week of ‘Kid from Spain’ 
at the Western shows a drop of 
about $6,000 from the first, with 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ on its first 
week at the Belasco doing around 
$4,500 and the second week outook 
not so healthy. 

Clara Bow’s ‘Call Her Savage’ 
came into the State for an indefin- 
ite run. Indications it will be the 
leader of the grind intakers on the 
week, 

‘One Way Passage’ at both the 
Warner houses got off to bad starts, 
with the downtown house, however, 
beating the Hollywood one on the 
first few days. 

‘Rain’ is another tough one for 
the Pantages and United Artists to 
crack, latter house having a little 
helpful influence with Leo Carrillo 
added to the stage attraction there. 


‘Under Cover Man’ off to a so-so 


start at the Paramount, which 
changed its opening day from 
Thursday to Saturday, starting 


Saturday (3). 

RKO again back to its Friday 
opening with ‘Rockabye,’ going at 
a fair clip. 

Estimates for This Week 


Belasco (1,103; 55-$1.65), ‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ (Krimsky). (2nd 
week). Being off regular picture 
lane and at $1.65 top, ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ having tough time. Pos- 
sibly its last week. First got around 
$4,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and 
vaudeville. This Powell-Francis not 
so hot. May hit $6,000. Last week 
‘3 on a Match’ (FN), ignition very 
poor, ditto. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). Take fig- 
ured not over $6,500. Last week ‘3 
on a Match’ (FN) very poor, less 
than $6,400. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-65), 
‘Rain’ (UA) and stage show. Not 
bad at $7,200. Last week ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) was a long trudge to 
make $6,700. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10), ‘Under-Cover Man’ (Par) 
and stage show. Off to a so-so start 
but $14,000 n. s. g. Last week ‘If I 
Had a Million’ stayed in for nine 
days, hitting only $14,500 for that 
period. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55), ‘Rockabye’ 
(RKO). Will not approach ‘The 
Conquerors’ business and generally 
a big disappointment with $4,500. 
Last week ‘Conquerors’ (RKO) stuck 
around for eight days, averaging a 
grand a day, making total around 





Weather Breaks Helping 
Indpls.; ‘Savage’ May H.O. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 

Things are still on the upgrade, 
although they are not as hot this 
week as last. Warm weather hurt- 
ing a trifle, but heavy advertising 
and gobs of publicity are helping 
overcome the deep ruts. ‘Call Her 
Savage,’ at the Apollo, started off 
with a bang and looks to be held 
over for second week. 

‘Rockabye,’ at the Circle, prob- 
ably will lead, with ‘American Mad- 


ness,’ at the Indiana, the other 
Skouras-Publix house, following. 
Loew's Palace has ‘Man Against 


Woman,’ not so hot. 

Charlie Davis, former Indiana m. 
ec. and his band have splft, the 
leader going to Milwaukee as m. c. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) —Call Her Savage’ (Fox). 
Started swift and expected to hit 
around $5,000. Last week ‘Too Busy 
to Work’ (Fox) neat $3,800. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 25- 
35-50)—‘Rockabye’_ (RKO). Swaying 
‘em in to tune of $8,000. Last week 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) only 
$5,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-55) — ‘American Madness’ 
(Col). Maybe $6,500, poor after giv- 
ing the downtown grosses a terrific 
wallop last week. ‘Rio Rita,’ stage 
unit, and ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
(WB) hit $21,000, highest in months. 
Opening Friday now instead of 
Thursday. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—‘Man Against Woman’ (Col). 
Should get about $4,500. Last week’ 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) not bad at 
$5,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—Afraid to Talk’ (U) and vaude. 
Around $7,500. Last week ‘Sport 
Parade’ and vaude, with Grace 
Hayes topping, eased up to $8,000. 


Closing Fox Would 
Help Seattle Some; 
Biz Meantime Blah 


Seattle, Dec. 5. 
Following visit by Skouras broth- 
ers, policy changes will be an- 
nounced here soon calling for clos- 
ing of the #ox theatre. Running 
double bills at Paramount, with 
Fanchon & Marco stage shows likely 
to resume at Fifth Ave. in two 
weeks. 
Showmen complaining with Xmas 
already blamed for slack b. 0. Or- 
pheum closed this week, which re- 
moves one flock of seats, but still 
enough and more. 
This week is in marked contrast 
to last week when the _ holiday 
perked up grosses while ace attrac- 
tions already prevailed at all first 
run spots. 
Clara Bow’s comeback attracted 
major attention to Paramount where 
stage show figured also, but $9,500 
only mild and red for the house. 
‘Prosperity’ did such okay first week 








$8,200, which is big for the house. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65), 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Fairly 


good for around $14,000 on the week. 
Last week ‘Tess of the Storm Coun- 
try’ (Fox) had a terrible road, get- 
ting around $8,700. 

United Artists (Fox) (2,100; 25- 
65), ‘Rain’ (UA) and stage show. 
Leo Carrillo had to carry the load 
here with possibility that around 


that it is being held for second at 
Fifth. Fox goes back to two fea- 
tures at pon prices following nice 
biz with ‘Strange Interlude,’ al- 
though last few days tapered off. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-65) 
—‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Heavy 
exploitation here, Bow and picture 
being liked, but $9,500 is ‘red’ biz. 
Last week ‘Night of June 13’ (Par) 





7,500 will be the week’s gathering. 
Last week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ with 
Buddy Rogers on stage had a tough 
struggle to touch $8,700, poor. 
Western (WE) (2,500; 55-$1.10), 
"kid from Spain’ (UA), (2nd week). 
Second stanza doing very well under 
present circumstances at $1.65 top. 
Heavy sale is on the $1.10s, may 
come home at around $14,000. 





U Revives ‘Suicide Club,’ 
Shelved Six Months Ago 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Robert 
Club,’ 


Universal has revived 
Louis Stevenson's ‘Suicide 
which it intended to make six 
months ago, but which then, after 
treatments were made, was put on 
the shelf. 

Story is now being rewritten by 
Arthur Bulant and John Weld for 
Edward Laemmle's direction. Much 
of the early horror in the first treat- 
ment is being taken out, with the 
feeling now at U that -the creepy 
cycle has about exhausted its box 
office appeal. 

‘Club’ will be supervised by Stan- 
ley Bergerman. 


and stage show, ‘Whoopee’ slowed 
off at finish, but better at $10,500, 
although rating only fair. 

Fifth Ava. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Held for second 


week, $6,500 is pretty fair. Last 
week, okay at $11,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-50). 
Went dark this week. Last week 
‘The Conquerors’ (Radio) fairly 


off at $2,700. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Red Haired Alibi’ 
(Mascot). Nice business in sight; 
$4,500. Last week ‘Parisian Ro- 
mance’ (Hearst), and ‘Branded Men’ 
(Tif) with the western the main 
drag, Thanksgiving helped, eight 
days did around $5,100, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-55) 
—One Way Passage’ (WB). Fair; 
$3,500. Last week ‘Rain’ (UA), for 
eight days great at $7,000. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 15-25-35)— 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox), and Golden 


! 





i West’ (Fox). Double bill getting 
slow reaction, $2,500. Last week 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) held for 
nine days, sagged at 2nd but got 
nice holiday start, around $10,000. 
Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-25)— 
‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). Fair $2,800. 


; Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (M-G) 
fair at $2,700. 


N. 0. NOT SO BAD 


$13,000 Is Standout— 
‘Mouthful,’ $9,000 





Bennett's 





New Orleans, Dec. 5. 

‘Rock-A-Bye’ box standout cur- 
rently should send Orpheum to $13,- 
000, much ahead of the other houses 
which are struggling to keep out of 
red. 

Fanchon and Marco's ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ unit helping Loew's State 
some, Tudor shows some impetus 
with ‘Speak Easily.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,400; 60)— 
‘Rock-A-Bye’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Bennett still potent here and house 
should achieve excellent $13,000. 
Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U) with Sue 
Carol in person went to $9,500, 
good. 

Saenger (3,568; 60)—‘If I Had a 
Million’ (Par). Not up to expecta- 
tion with only $8,000, bad. Last 
week ‘Tess’ (Fox) supplemented by 
Schumann-Heink in person to ordi- 
narly $10,000. Gaynor-Farrell 
combo through here. 





Loew’s State (3,218; 60)—‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN) with F&M 
‘Mickey Mouse’ unit. Will get 
mediocre $9,000. Last week ‘Fu 
Manchu’ (M-G) ditto. 

Strand (1,600; 40)—‘One Way 
Passage’ (WB). Rather quiet at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Six Hours to 


Live’ (WB), fair $1,800. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Speak Easily’ 

(M-G). Durante popular _ here 
which means good $2,500. Last week 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), moderate 
$1,700. 
St. Charles (1,800; 26)—‘Crooked 
Circle’ (WW). Around $1,100 and 
first week of red. Nut for this the- 
atre just about $1,300 and it has 
surprised the wiseacres by making 
money, Last week ‘Thirteen 
Women’ (RKO) got fine $2,300. 


‘Silver Dollar’ 
Is Denver's Big 
Noise at $17,000 


Denver, Dec. 5. 


After piling up over $5,000 in ex- 
ploiting and advertising bills for 
world premiere of ‘Silver Dollar,’ 
the theatre was a sellout opening 
night, when only one show was 
given at a silver dollar a seat, and 
crowds holding up even better than 
expected. Standouts after first 
show Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Scenes of film being placed in 
Denver and Colorado, the picture is 
a natural for the Denver theatre if 
there ever was one. Probably never 
again, however, will $5,000 be spent 
putting over a picture. It sure eats 
into profits. Opening night story 
made page one both dailies with 
five column art in one. Took up 
most of society page next day, with 
large art in both. 
Orpheum used ‘Conquerors’ to 
buck ‘Silver Dollar,’ and appeared 
satisfied even if gross is down from 
former week. They didn’t expect 
too much with ‘Silver Dollar’ com- 
petition, and were not disappointed. 
Denham holding up well in spite 
of fact gross is lowest since open- 
ing month ago, small overhead mak- 
ing this a moneymaker. Paramount 
and Rialto both down on split week. 
Weather ideal for folks to get to 
mountains and country. Theatres 
could stand cold snap. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—Man Called Back’ (WW). Oke 
$3,400. Last week ‘Magic Night’ 
(UA) did a fine $3,600. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Silver Dollar’ (FN). Marjorie 
Nash at the organ. Smashing $17,- 
000 for world premiere of this Ed 
Robinson picture. Last week ‘If I 
Had a Million’ (Par) did only $6,300. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600: 
25-35-40-50)—‘Conquerors’ (Radio). 
West Masters at the organ. Not 
bad at $10,500, considering the ‘Dol- 
lar’ competition. Last week ‘Tess’ 
(Fox) did at fine $12,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘They Call It Sin’ (FN) and ‘Mask 
of Fu Manchuw’ (M-G), split week. 
Mild $4,000. Last week ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par) and ‘Trouble in Para- 
dise’ (Par) only $3,800 on split. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman—‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox) and ‘Most Dangerous Game’ 
(Radio), split week. Not bad $2,500. 
Last week ‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) 
had a good week and finished with 
$2,800. 











Roberts Megging ‘Eagle’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Stephen Roberts will direct 
|; Eagle and the Hawk’ for Par. 
| Story, by John Monk Saunders, was 
| formerly labeled ‘Fly On.’ 

Goes into production Jan. 16 with 
| Gary Cooper, George Raft and Jack 
| Oakie fn the cast. 





‘The | 


Army-Navy Influx 


Philly's Life-Saver 








Too Much Free Show on 
Streets No Help to B’ham 


Birmingham, Dec. 5, 
fighting for business 
before the Xmas slump sets in. It’s 
now or never for December. The 
shopping season was officially ush- 
ered in Saturday night with Christ- 


Houses are 


mas carnival and parade, streets 
were packed but few went into 


theatres. The street sights were 
too heavy competish although they 
had no money to spend. 

Strand and Galax this week be- 
gin operation under new manage- 
ment. Wilby-Kincey are taking the 
two houses over from Merritt in- 
terests and will operate under 
agreement with Publix. 

‘Grand Hotel’ is cleaning up mod- 
erately well on first run popular 
prices. The big feature, though, is 
the ballyhooing of the exclusive 
angle for the pix. This is last chance 
for natives to see the super. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40) ‘Grand Hotel’ M-G). Not 
as well as could be but satisfactory 
on eight day run. ‘Doctor X’ (WB) 
goes in Thursday to finish week 
through next Saturday. Took $9,000. 
Last week ‘Tess’ (Fox) flopped and 
when a Gaynor-Farrell picture flops 
here there’s something sadly wrong; 
this story is too old, $7,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Sports 
ing Age’ (Col) and ‘Man Called 
Back’ (Tiff). Double features for a 
week to catch up on bookings, $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Conquerors’ (Radio) 
ended an eight day run mildly and 


‘Rockabye’ (Radio) went in; got 
$4,400. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40) 


‘Undercover Man’ (Par). Raft’s pub- 
licity should help for $3,000. Last 
week ‘6 Hours to Live’ (Fox), $3,300. 
Strand (Wilby) (800; 20-30) ‘They 
Call It Sin’ (FN). Not much, $1,- 
400. Last week ‘Zombie’ (UA) $1,- 
200. 
Galax (Wilby) (500; 15-25) ‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (M-G). Murder story 
is usually oke, $975. Last week 
‘Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par), the nth 
Zane Grey western to play this 
house in the last two months but 
okay $900. 


St. L. Tapering Off with 
Nice Weather and Xmas 





St. Louis, Dee. 5. 

After a big Thanksgiving week, 
the early rush of Christmas shop- 
ping has slowed things up around 
considerably. And the weather, 
which was mild enough the early 
part of the week for other recrea- 
tions, hasn’t helped any. 

No particular standout, with 
all the houses scheduled to get 
only about the average, unless it is 
the Ambassador, where Joe Brown's 
popularity may boost the figure 


some. The St. Louis is closing Fri- 
day, reducing the number of first 


runs to four, which ought to help all 
remaining ones some. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 
and new m. ec., George Beatty, on 
stage. Joe E. Brown always a draw 
here so around $12,000, good. Last 
week ‘Crooked Circle’ (WW) $10,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)— Me 
and My Gal’ (Fox) and F-M unit. 
Not so big at $10,000. Last week 
‘Tess of the Storm Country’ (Fox) 
$12,000. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Man Against Woman’ (Col). At- 
tracting little attention, only $9.000. 
Last week ‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
(M-G) $11,600, good. 

Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘He Learned About Women’ (Par) 
and ‘That’s My Boy’ (Col). No 
more than about $5,500, under aver- 
age. Last week ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ (RKO) and ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par) $6,300. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Rock-a-bye’ (RKO). House 
closes until Christmas after this. 
Constance Bennett fans paying in 
around $7,000, fair. Last week ‘The 
Conquerors’ (RKO) $6,300. 





Extra Spotting Steady 





Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Little improvement in extra work 
during the past week, with a total 
of 3,629, than 200 better than 
the previous week, which had five 
working days. 

Top day was Nov. 30, when 850 
extras worked. Biggest set was on 
that day when 330 people were used 
PeeWee +“ 
|} by Fox for ‘Cavalcade.’ 


less 








But Biz at That No Panic as It Was Light in 
Between—‘Red Dust,’ $18,000, Best 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 

Although the Army-Navy game 
brought bigger crowds to the city 
than any sporting or entertainment 
event in some years, and although 
the downtown houses benefited with 
the rest, nothing very exciting is in. 
dicated in the week's grosses, just 
as nothing very exciting was re. 
corded in the four days before Fri. 
day. In fact, with the holidays 
close, leaner pickings than ever are 
indicated, and that’s saying plenty, 

The Stanley-Warner people, right 
now, have only three important 
first-run houses open-—the Boyd, 
Stanley and Stanton, with the Karle 
ton taking mostly second runs and 
the Aldine operating with a road 
show policy. 

The Boyd has ‘Red Dust,’ which 
collected some corking notices and 
started off with plenty of box office 
activity. In fact, this Harlow-Gable 
picture looks like as sound a bet ag 
the house has had in some time, but 
second week possibilities are stil] 
uncertain. If Marie  Dressler’s 
‘Prosperity’ couldn’t made the grade, 
the wiseacres cannot figure what 
can. ‘Red Dust’ figures around $18,. 
000, and maybe a grand or two bete 
ter on the strength of the big game 
influx at the start. 

The Stanley has ‘The Conquerors,’ 
which opened Thursday and showed 
mild strength. Notices were favor- 
able but not glowing, and $13,000 
will be plenty with not much chance 
of a holdover. 

‘Me and My Gal’ and a stage show 
headed by Johnny Burke and Nina 
Olivette don't look any too strong 
at the Fox, which has been doing 
better of late. Not over $20,000 in- 
dicated. 

The Earle, now independent, has 
‘Afraid to Talk’ as the film and Will 
Osborne’s orchestra topping the 
vaudeville ‘bill, $15,000 figured be- 
cause of great start Friday night 
and Saturday. 

‘Strange Interlude,’ which starts 
its third week at the Aldine Wed. 
nesday, giving three shows a day, 
with reserved seats and a $1.50 top, 
is no more than tepid as far as trade 
is concerned. Thanks to Saturday, 
it is getting about $11,000 on this 
its second week, but won't stay very 
long. 

Another roadshow picture arrived 
today (Monday) at the legit Chest- 
nut Street opera house, ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform,’ in for three weeks bee 
tween seasons of the American Thee 
atre Society, subscription group. 

The Mastbaum closed Thursday 
night, and its last week record was 
pretty feeble, although the critics 
raved about ‘Bill of Divorcement’ 
and liked the stage show. Just 
missed the $36,000 mark predicted, 
and that meant plenty of red ink. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Red Dust? 
(M-G). Looks hot and with breaks 
of Army-Navy game influx at 
weekend which tilted all grosses by 
a good margin; may touch $18,000, 
Last week, ‘Prosperity’ 
solid pans and could only last two 
days over a week although origine 
ally figured as a sure fortnighte 
stayer; $14,500. 

Aldine (1,300; 50-$1.50) ‘Strange 
Interlude’ (M-G). Not holding up 
as well as expected and very un- 
likely to last more than a month. 
Sure to beat $11,000 on second week 
which ends tomorrow (Tuesday), 
much of which was due to holiday 
boost. 

Earl (2,000; 40-50-65) ‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (U) and vaude. First week as 
indie house, with same film and 
vaudeville © policy. Will Osborne 
band headliner. Nothing hot in- 
dicated. With weekend help, $15,000. 
Last week, ‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) 
and Joe Laurie heading vaudeville, 
$14,000, n. s. g. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75) ‘Me and My 
ral’ (Fox) and stage show. Bill 
doesn’t look so forte; only $19,500 
indicated and that’s hopeful. Last 
week, ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) 
clicked as expected with $23,750 re- 
ported. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) ‘The 
Conquerors’ (WB). Critics not hos- 
tile but not hot either. Won't have 


much chance of staying over a 
week; $13,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Three on a Match’ (WB) _ just 


missed $12,000, ordinary. 


Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55) ‘“Thir- 
teen Women’ (RKO). Notices mixed. 
Sex element figured as_ potential 


come-on. If it gets $8,500, Army- 
Navy game crowds should take the 
bow. Last week ‘Air Mail’ (Col) 
just missed expected $8,000 figure, 
SO-SO. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) ‘Bill of 
Divorcement’ (RKO). Shoved fn 
when ‘Little Orphan Annie’ proved 
gigantic flop and was withdrawn 
after one day. In five, current film 
ought to hit $3,700. Last week 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) got al- 
most $5,000 in seven days, ordinary. 


Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) ‘Big 
sroadcast’ (Par). Had a hot siart 
and ought to boost house weekly 
gross to $3,500. Last week ‘Faith- 
less’ (MG) $2,300, weak. 
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Taking $10,000 


Pevabei in Person at $12,500, B&K 


Loss at Chicago; 


4 Loop Houses Close This Week 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Bruised, punch-drunk and sad- 
dened, Balaban & Katz is counting 
the losses on its great stage head- 
liner, Monsieur Maurice Chevalier. 
On top ot flopping the French star 
refused to cooperate on publicity, 
radio or otherwise, and when at first 
B&K optimistically thought a fifth 
show might be necessary he de- 
manded an extra $500 for laboring 
eo hard. However the fifth show 
was just a dream and quite un- 
necessary. 
’ Chevalier will get $12,500 at the 
end of the week. B&K gets a bath 
in red ink and a costly lesson. 
House will go in the red $10,000 on 
the week by present indications 
having slipped through a weak 
sister picture in the belief that 
Chevalier was box office in Chi- 
cago although his pictures never 
have been strong and the last one, 
‘Love Me Tonight’ was the worst 
brodie of the fall at McVickers. 

Outside of the Chevalier goose- 
egg trade interest of the week lies 
in the fact that the Oriental, United 
Artists and MecVickers will join 
RKO's State-Lake in a fold-up for 
December. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ will 
last a week at the United Artists 
but McVickers may extend ‘Call Her 
Savage’ at McVickers and not close 
until next week. 

Today Oriental’s 
moved up to Dec. 
Thursday night (8). 

‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ went into 
the Roosevelt along with extra ad- 
vertising. A Paramount picture, the 
first in a year, is playing RKO’s 
Palace. Tiny Castle has ‘Goona 
Goona’ for a fourth week while an- 
other 300-seater, the Cinema Art, is 
Girst-running ‘Last Mile’ for two 
weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 


closing was 
15 instead of 


‘Evenings For Sale’ (Par) and 
Maurice Chevalier in person. Over- 


head increased to over $40,000 with 
expensive French star on the stage 
and gross looks like $35,000 at best. 
Shoulder-deep in deficit for engage- 
ment. Last week ‘Tess of Storm 
Country ’(Fox) got $30,900. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55- 
746)—‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Great 
notices and Clara Bow picture do- 
ing some biz. First week looks like 
$13,000. House will close when pic- 
ture scrams. z 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 85-55-75) 
— ‘Under Cover Man’ (Par) and 
stage show. House doing better but 
operating costs up. May get $18,000, 
good gait causing change in closing 
date from Thursday (8) to Dec, 15. 
Last week ‘Faithless’ (M-G) got 
$19,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
Fie Learned About Women’ (Par) 
and vaude. Light eight-act ‘Golden 
‘Jubilee’ vaude lineup and screen has 
BE&K reject so $17,000 looked for. 
Last week got $20,000 with ‘Rock- 
a-Bye’ (Radio) which is so-so for 
house but okay for present. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55- 
75)—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Closes after this week. 
Olsen and Johnson ought to help a 
few G's and house may get $12,000. 
Last week it was $10,000 with 
“Okay America’ (U), bad. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
65-75)—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox). 
Will wind up Tuesday or Wednes- 
day probably. House then shut- 
tered until after holidays. Around 
$8,500. 


Boston’s Dept. Store 
Santas Tuff Opposish 


Boston, Dec. 6. 

The Santas in the stores socked 
the box offices this past week, with 
a result that what started out like a 
house afire finished up pretty flat on 
the mat. However, several theatres 
opened fairly well this week, but the 
exhibitors have learned their les- 
son; they expect to take a fall from 
now on until the Yule logs are 
turned to ashes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-55-75)— 
Tess’ (Fox) and stage show. Poor 
$22,000. Last week ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion’ (Par) $28,000, oke. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25-30- 
55-66)—‘Match' King’ (FN). Mild 
$7,000. Last week ‘You Said a 
Mouthful’ (FN), $7,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
Payment Deferred’ (M-G). Fair 
$15,000. Last week ‘Rain’ (UA), poor 
$13,000. 

State (Loew) $500; 30-50)— 
‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G). Paced 
for fair $12,000. Last week ’Rain’ 
(UA), poor at $13,100. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 
"No More Orchids’ (Col) and vaude. 
Mild $20,000. Last week ‘Rockabye’ 
(Radio) $25,900, oke. 

Boston .(RKO) (4,000; 40-55)— 
"The Conquerors’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Big $14,000, especially so 
Tight after the Keith’s week. Last 
week ‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) and 
Stage show $11,509, okay. 











‘Rain’ in *Tacoma’s Sole 
Full Wk. Stand, $3,200 


Tacoma, Dec. 5. 
The lone one week stand in this 
town, the Blue Mouse, is standing 
out this week with Joan Crawford 


in ‘Rain. The Broadway's ‘Big 
Broadcast’ is only staying five 
days; ‘Annie’ completes the week 


for fair $3,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (FWC) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ (Radio) for 
two days, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) five 
days. Latter building, indicating 
$3,500. Last week ‘He Learned About 
Women’ (Par) with stage, Georgia 
Minstrels, two days, then ‘Prosper- 
ity (MG) big at $4,600. 

Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-25)—‘Virtue’ (Col) and 
‘Strange Justice’ (Radio). Steady 
$3,800. Last week ‘Crooner’ (FN), 
‘The Stoker’ (Mascot) and ‘Silver 
Lining (UA) big at $4,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—‘Rain’ (UA). Heavy publicity 
helping, looks like $3,200. Last week 
‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) used 
eight days, Thanksgiving opening 
big, clicked for $3,000. 

Rialto (F WC) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Night After Night’ (Par), ’Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) and ‘That's My 
Boy’ (Col) three split. So-so $1,800. 
Last week ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), 
‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G) and ‘13 
Women’ (Radio) better at $2,000. 


COMBOS PEPPIEST IN 
PROV: ‘ORCHIDS’ 106’S 


Providence, Dec. 5. 

Just another one of those weeks. 
Picture houses apparently recon- 
ciled to pacing behind the stands 
with stage attractions. Stage op- 
posish is plenty heavy. 

New edition of ‘Shuffle Along’ at 
the Carlton expected to put quite 
a dent in film grosses. Then there 
is burlesque and vaudeville with 
Paula Stone in the main spot at the 
RKO Albee. 

On top of this the Paramount has 
gone and left the ranks of the 
straight picture houses, and this 
week is plugging the stage attrac- 
tion of The Four Blue Diamonds 
who come to Providence from the 
Met. in Boston, but no biz. Next 
week the house is planning a unit 
show, and the week after that a 
kiddie revue. . 


The Majestic with a _ twin-bill 
headed by ‘Tess of the Storm Coun- 
try’ is leading the picture houses 
again. The combination houses are 
being paced by the RKO Albee, 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66)—‘No 
More Orchids’ (Col) and vaude. 
Paula Stone and Vincent Lopez 
Debutantes on stage show largely 
responsible for big box office re- 
sponse. Picture getting some com- 
ment but nice gross of $10,000 
comes from the other end. Last 
week ‘Rockabye’ (Radio) was splen- 
did at $11,900. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Falise Faces’ 
(WW) and vaude. Rita Ann Fay, 
headlining act, is a favorite here 
with folks who want to know their 
future. She will most likely build 
up $6,500; oke. Last week ‘Un- 
written Law’ (Majestic) and Jack 
Dempsey on stage got yards and 
yards of publicity, but ex-champ 
failed to break house record as an- 
ticipated; $7,100 okay, however. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)—‘Man 
Against Woman’ (Col). Second con- 
secutive week house has suffered 
with weak product. Probably will 
not hurdle $6,500, poor. ast week 








‘Goona-Goona’ (First-Div) touched 
bottom at $5,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 


‘Tess’ (Fox) and ‘Blame the Wom- 
an’ (Principal). For the money this 
show can’t be beat. Stage opposi- 
tion, however, expected to keep this 
one around $8,000, okay, but should 
be better. Last week ‘Fugitive’ 
(WB) and ‘Slightly Married’ (In- 
vincible) was a wow at $12,000. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ (Par) and Four Blue 
Diamonds) on stage. Good bill but 
only $4,500 in sight, poor. House 
plans some sort of stage attrac- 
tion from now on to bolster up pic- 


ture fare. Last week ‘If I Had a 
Million’ (Par) off at $6,200 for 
eight-day run. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 


‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) and ‘Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Lat- 
ter picture is second run, but bill 
seems holding its own. No surprise 
If this one grabbed off $3,000; good, 
Last week ‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and 
‘King Murder’ (Chesterfield) oke at 
$2,790, 


Lotsa L’ville Competish; 
Stars Up ‘Match’ to 12G 


Louisville, Dec. 6. 


Marcus, after announcing from 
stage intention to leave Louisville 
decided last week to remain at Na- 
tional until around Xmas. 


Thriving night clubs at Kentucky, 


at Madrid ballroom also cutting into 
film exhibitors here, although Old 


pal box office rival. 


big weeks last week and the the- 
atre, with Nick Stuart and Sue 
Carol in person, is doing good trade 
currently. Rialto’s ads running 
heavier than any other theatre. 


The Playhouse offering ‘When 
Knighthood Was in Flower’ only 
opposish from amateur groups. 

Jayety burlesque bringing in 
Little Nelly Kelley in preparation 
for departure of current star, Joan 
Barlow. 

Fine weather in afternoon has 
been helping some as early holiday 
shoppers are taking advantage of 
the sunshine to visit downtown 
stores. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-60)—‘Trouble 
in Paradise’ (Par). Fair $8,500. 
Last week was pitiful with ‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (M-G), $4,900. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55) —3 on Match’ (WB) and 
Stuart and Carol heading RKO 
vaude. Big $12,000. Nick Stuart 
was out a few shows through ill- 
ness, Ken Murray and Arthur Lake 
subbing and accelerating the house 
considerably. Last week Clara Bow 
wowed in ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox), 
$10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
35-50)—"Tess’ (Fox). 


$5,200. Last week ‘If I had a Mil- 
lion’ (Par), $6,300, very good. 
Brown (2,000; 
abye’ (Radio). 
week (Virtue’ (Col) $1,900, blah. 


Mad Night’ 
‘Carnival Nights’ revue. Weak $3,- 
400. Last week ‘Crooked Crcle’ 
(WW) $3,000, poor. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40)—Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par). Good 
$2,100. Last week ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) $1,700. 








OFF XMAS 
ALIBI 


Baltimore, Dec. 6. 
They're brushing off the best alibi 


slump. It’s going to be used heavily. 

About the only theatre not likely 
to resort to such begging off is the 
Century, where Loew's is getting 
happy currently with ‘Central Park’ 
and the Baron Lee band. House 
will lead the box office parade of 
town by a wide margin. 

Will leave, for instance, its giant 


in the background, weighted down 
by ‘You Said a Mouthful.’ Slapstick 
comedies of this type are death to 
the Stanley. Only s. a. will entice 
shekels here. The Brown flicker, in 
fact, wasn’t intended for that house, 
having been penciled in for the 
combo Century, but yanked when 
the Stanley had a sudden blank on 
its booking sheet, due to the delay 
in bringing in ‘Flesh,’ which had 
been expected for the current ses- 
sion. 

At the other houses it’s just a 
stage wait. Hipp isn’t going any- 
where with ‘13 Women’; notices 
weak and despite the ballyhoo, 
flicker doesn’t figure to garner the 
coin. Clara Bow was good enough 
to hold over three days at the New 
theatre, something unusual at this 
house the current season. Delivered 
the fattest profit so far for this in- 
die run house. 

‘Okay America’ got by the censors 
nicely enough to come into Keith's, 
but there its good fortune ends. Not 
the sort of product that the shop- 
ping ladies fluttering in the vicinity 
of that house are willing to open 
the purses for, 

Tewn gets a new vaude and film 
house on Xmas day when the Audi- 
torium blazes with indie product 
and a Marco tab unit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Auditorium (Penn Mutual) (2,000; 
55-83-$1.10-$1.65)—Strange Inter- 
lude’ (M-G). Finished a fortnight 


Final week meant $4,900, which gave 
the flicker close to $13,000 for the 
entire session. House reopens on 
Dec. 25 with ‘Missing Rembrandt’ 
(First Anglo), and A. B. Marcuse 
unit. Figures as a trial for stuze 
shows and films at this house. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
40-55-65)—‘Central Park’ (WB) and 
vaude. Baron Lee band on the stage 
accounting for a large part of the 
swell gross in the offing. Town goes 
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Brown and Fort Nelson hotels and | 


Man Depression is still the princi- | 


Clara Bow gave Rialto one of the | 


Going over 
big on Gaynor-Farrell pull for oke 


25-35-40)—‘Rock- 
Average $2,200. Last 


National (2,400; 15-25-40) — ‘Her 
(WW) with Marcus’ 


BALTO DUSTING 


in show business this, the pre-Xmas 


sister house, the Stanley, wallowing 





| hopes 
| shopping-stem theatre. 
jing (4) for ‘Orchids’ occasioned by 
hold-over of 
| (Fox), which gathered excellent $8,- 
000 for the 10-day ride. 


to a pleasant profit of two-a-daying. | 


| 40-55-65) — 
1 (FN). 
this week 
Joe FE. Brown's open mouth. 
stick 
droops to $10,000, 
week all the raves in 
j help If I Had a Million’ (Par) from 
jsetting more than starvation returns 
for the hotcha and wah-wah orches- j of $11,709. 








[t's Also Pre-Xmas on B way; Cap's 
Blah 406; Par Dips, 486; Bennett's 
20G, and ‘Million, 35G’s, Brightest 





Except for a few spots 
either luck or an attraction is the 
answer, the before-Xmas thing is 
shying the dollars away 
box office. 
two weeks 


to follow, only 


line, 
Two roadshow attractions daunt- 


lessly start out at a poor time, with | 
their real draw probably not to be | 
pre-Xmas slump | 
the | 


known until the 
is over. They are ‘Sign of 
Cross,’ which on its first four days 
at the Rialto did only $15,400, fair 
business rather than big, and ‘Fare- 
well to Arms,’ which opens tomor- 
row night (Wednesday) at Crite- 
rion. 

‘Kid from. Spain,’ 
first week over 
slumped to $14,000 last week 


after a good 
Thanksgiving, 
(sec- 





‘NO DEPRESH IN PORT. 
3.000-SEATER DARK. 





Portland, Ore., Dec. 5. 


Biz better all around since Fox 
closed the big 3,000-seater Para- 
mount. The Broadway has doubled 
its grosses. Had a big week. with 
‘Tess’ and ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox), 
this week, looks like a winner also. 
F&M stage units helping the 
Broadway’s gate. 

Orpheum currently has ‘Rocka- 
bye’ (Radio), and doing okay. 

‘Prosperity’ scored two 
weeks at the United Artists, fol- 
lowed by ‘Rain,’ which is clicking 
for increased biz. 


Hamrick's Oriental scored suc- 
cessfully ‘Fugitive,’ which was 
given extra exploitation and got re- 
sults. Currently that house has 
‘Good Time Girl’ and doing nicely. 


General tone in the burg is im- 
proving. Taylor St. Players legit 
stock, doing fairly and will prob- 
ably keep going all season. Noa 
problem with downtown grinds. 
First run Fox houses doing about 
the same total gross as before 
Paramount closed and at less nut, 


Estimates For This Week 


Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-65) — ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) 
and F&M stage unit. Nicely for 
possible $8,500. Last week ‘Tess’ 
(Fox), got big results at $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Rockabye’ (Radio). Getting atten- 
tion and should go $5,000, fair. Last 
week ‘The Conquerors’ (Radio) mild 
$3,600. 

United Artists 
(1,000; 25-55)—Rain’ 
over for $5,000, nifty. Last week 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G), second week, 
okay $4,000; first week $6,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35) ‘Good Time Girl’ (WB), Getting 
okay attention for about $3,500. 
Last week ‘Fugitive’ (WB), clicked 
for big results and well exploited, 
getting $4,600. 

Hollywood (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25) ‘Tess’ (Fox). Second week fol- 
lowing the Broadway, about $2,509, 
oke. Last week ‘Red Dust’ (M-G), 
second, did nicely at $3,000. 


(Fox-Parker) 
(UA). Going 





tras. Figured to touch $16,500, espe- 
cially good when the pre-Xmas bug- 
aboo is waved. Last week was nice 
for ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and Lita 
Grey Chaplin, in-personing, at $14,- 
909, 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-40-55-65)—‘13 Women’ (Ra- 
dio) and vaude. S. 8S. Leviathan 
band an impotent headliner. Show 
weak and flicker being let down by 
the critics. Dives sharply cur- 
rently to $9,600, after having piled 
up a huge winning last week at $13,- 
300 with ‘Rockabye’ (Radio). 

Keith’s (Schanhberger) (2,400; 2 
30-40-50) —‘Okay America’ (U). 
Nothing here for the femmes, which 
is reflected wanly to the meagre in- 
dicated $3,500. Previously, ‘He 
Learned About Women’ (Par) only 
fairish $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-35-40- 


50)—‘No More Orchids’ (Fox). Holds 


Ss. a. angle for this 
Late open- 


due to 


‘Call Her Savace’ 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 


impression of 
Slap- 
this class spot 
very bad. 
town didn’t 


gives an 


comedy at 


where, 


from the) 
During the present and | 
sock | 
shows can hope to hold business in | 


Strand 
strong | 








‘You Said a Mouthful’| WB tomorrow night ¢ 
That cavern in the theatre | brings in ‘Match King.’ Third week 


for ‘Fugitive’ $28,400. 


Last | 





ond) and may not remain at the 
Palace longer than a total of four. 
It is being set for early national re- 
lease by United Art ‘sts Mean- 
while, original plans of Sam Gold- 
wyn to roadshow ‘Cynara’ are off. 


It'll go into the Rivoli around 
Christmas. 
Operations in which business is 


okay despite the present slump are 
the Rivoli, where ‘If I Had a Milton’ 
has a chance for -$35,000; Mayfair 
on a possible $20,000 with ‘Rock- 


abye’ and Strand $20,000 on fourth 


week of ‘Fugitive.’ ‘Million is build- 
ing. 

Aside from these three houses, 
the box-office tale is one of woe. 

Capitol, Roxy and Paramount are 
all in the red. In Spite of George 
Jessel and Fannie Brice on its stage, 
the Paramount, which leads the trio, 
will be lucky to get $48,000. Jessel 
and Miss Brice have been here be- 
fore, Jessel for a couple of weeks 
(with Norma Talmadge) only a 
short while back. Repeating names 
so often kills ‘em at the box office. 

Capitol is doing a _ brodie with 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu.’ It may fall 
under $40,000 

Roxy is still worse off with ‘Too 
Busy to Work,’ with indications for 
a very bad $32,000. Will Rogers is 
weak b. o. at this house. It’s the 
second Rogers picture in here this 
fall. 

Winter Garden on final five days 
of ‘You Said a Mouthful’ under $1@,- 
000, low. ‘Central Park’ opens )- 
night (Tuesday) for a pop run, 
while ‘Match King’ goes into the 
tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day). 

*‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ through a 
tieup with UBO which will road- 
show it across the country, moves 
from the Criterion into the 44th St. 
at $1 top. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20). 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (14th 
week). Running around $8,000 a 
week but still no date for successor, 
with only ‘Rasputin’ under consid- 
eration. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Nosediving to $40,- 
000 or under, lack of drawing com- 
bining with pre-Xmas_ deflection. 
Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) on 
eight days $51,000, under expecta- 
tions. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 
Has two-a-day premiere tomorrow 
night (Wednesday), ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ moving to 44th St. at $1 
top. Par ticket deadheads for ‘Fare- 
well’ opening only to limited num- 
ber of reviewers. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83). ‘Rock- 
abye’ (Radio). May hit $20,000 and 
hold a second week; okay biz for 
first week of December. Last week, 
second of ‘Conquerors’ (Radio) $12,- 
400, low. 

Palace (1,700; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20), 
‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) (3d week). 
Maybe only another week, with Sam 
Goldwyn now readying picture for 
general release, all road showing 
plans off. On second week $14,000. 

Paramount (3,644; 40-72-94-$1.10). 
‘Undercover Man’ (Par) and etage 
show. Fannie Brice and George 
Jessel on stage not holding up gross 
for this one; if $48,000 fortunate. 
Last week Rudy Vallee, Mosconi 
Bros. and Burns and Allen on stage 
with ‘False Faces’ (WW) $55,200 on 
eight days, satisfactory enough. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.109. 
‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) (1st week), 
Opened as the Christmas shopping 
period began, this largely holding 
its gross down to $15,400 on first 
four days. This is fair rather than 
strong business. Believed ‘Sign’ has 
good chances of building especially 
on word of mouth. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10). 
If I Had Million’ (Par). Opened 
well Friday (2) with picture in- 


creasing pace yesterday (Monday) 
for a possible $35,000 first week. 
Final nine days of ‘Trouble in Par- 
adise’ (Par) $20,000, oke. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65). ‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Will Rogers not enticing 'em, 
indications being for only $32,000, 
which, despite greatly carved over- 
head, throws house into red. Last 
week, ‘Call Her Savage’ and day's 
personal appearance of Clara Bow, 
$56,500 on eight days, very nice. 


Strand (2.900: 35-55-%83-94-$1.10), 
‘I'm a Fugitive’ (WB) (4th weel), 
Final week maybe $20,000, good. 


(Wednesday) 


Winter Garden (1,418: 


35-55-83- 


94). ‘ou Said Mouthful’ (WB) (3rd 
week). On five days at under $10,- 
000, goes out today to let in ‘Cen- 
tral Park,’ opening tonight (Tues- 
day). Se 


Browa pic, $13,500, mild, 


ond week for the Joe 
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‘Prosperity’ and ‘Conquerors’ 


Doing Oke) 


Regardless at $14,000 and $13,000 | 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Outstanding attractions at the 
two loop ace houses, the State and 
Orpheum, are tempering an un- 
usually early and severe pre-Christ- 
mas slump. The State’s ‘Prosperity’ 
is spelling just that for the premier 
Publix theatre, while ‘The Con- 
querors’ is bringing some dough into 
the Orpheum... Both theatres should 
breeze through to a nice profit, but 
neither will get the play of more 
normal times for which the qualities 
of the attraction warrant. 

Rumors of wholesale closing of 
houses in the Twin Cities floating 
through the ozone. After two 
weeks’ notice in anticipation of an 
expected fortnight pre-Christmas 
shut-down, the RKO Orpheum de- 
cision has been made to stay open. 
The decision was influenced by an 
agreement of all employees, union 
and otherwise, to accept half-pay 


4 view. 





N. H. POLLYANNISH | 


and Biz | 


'Good Weather Breaks 
Cou!d Be Worse 
New Haven, Dec. 6. 

Aided by two weeks of advance 
campaigning, ‘Conquerors’ off to fly- 
ing start. 

Several nabes go into new price 
policy to recover some trade being 
lost to central de luxers. 

Continued mild weather a help. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40-60) 
—‘Undercover Man’ (Par) and unit. 
So-so for mild $10,000. Last week 
‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) likewise 

mild, $8,900. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 
‘Rockabye’ (RKO) and ‘Air 
(U). Paced for good $9,200. Last 
week ‘Savage’ (Fox) and ‘Speed 








35-50)— 
Mail’ 








for the period in question. Vaude- 
ville acts and film exchanges also 
will take cuts for the two weeks. 

Outside of the two leaders, the 
film fare is not so hot in a box 
office way. ‘One Way Passage,’ at 
the Century, is attracting only fair 
attention, Powell and Francis not 
meaning a great deal here. 

‘You Said a Mouthful,’ at the 
Lyric, is liked, but isn't getting the 
box office attention that a Joe E. 
Brown picture usually attracts here. 

Both the Grand and Aster have 
first runs, the former playing ‘Hot 
Saturday’ and the latter ‘Last 
Mile,’ but there’s no rush of cus- 
tomers in either instance. 


Estimates for This Week 
State (Publix) (2,200; 55)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Dressler- 
Moran proving great dough getter 
here. Customers like the picture 
immensely, too. Opened day ahead 
of usual schedule, Thursday instead 
of Friday, and will run eight days. 
Looks like $14,000, very big under 
all the unfavorable circumstances. 
Last week, ‘If I Had a Million’ 
(Par), with Thanksgiving opening, 

disappointing and weak $8,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)— 
‘Conquerors’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
Picture given fine exploitation cam- 
paign and is winning strong ap- 


proval. Dix and Harding powerful 
b. o. combo; should hit $13,000 
mark, big, all things considered. 


Last week, ‘Old Dark House’ 
and vaude, $7,500, light. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). Powell- 
Francis not of particular box office 
consequence, but $4,000 indicated is 
fair. Last week, ‘Too Busy to 
Work’ (Fox), $6,900, big. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,300; 40)— 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). After big 
week in loop is hitting nice pace 


(U) 


here. May reach $4,000, fine. Last 
week, ‘Jéwel Robbery’ (WB), first 
Minneapolis run, and style show, 
3.000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,200; 35)—‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN). Customers 


well satisfied, but picture not draw- 
ing in usual Joe E. Brown style. 
Will do well to top $4,000, just fair. 


Last week, ‘Golden West’ (Fox), 
$2,800, light. 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Hot 


Saturday’ (Par) and ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ (M-G), first runs and split; 
about $2,500, fair. Last week, 
— Through’ (M-G), $3,500, 
ig. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Last 
Mile’ (WW), first loop run, and 
‘Chandu’ (Fox), second loop run, 
split, should get around $1,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U), third 
loop run, and ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(RKO), second loop run, _ split, 
$1,100, fair. 


TOWN MAY BE LINCOLN, 
BUT BIZ IS A FLIVVER 


Lincoln, Neb., Dee. 5. 
Christmas season eating in and 
empty seats swelling in number as 
money jingles in dime stores rather 








than b. 0o.’s. Week ends will be 
scissored in attendance by the 
opening of formal season, which 


means a line of free parties each 
week to cut in. 

Nite spots are offering chances of 
pre-holiday celebration, with no 
cover charges and gratis dancing. 
Talk of some theatres closing rather 
than take the seasonal slump. 

‘Rain’ at the Stuart looks dubious 
for the top, but should hit off pretty 
well here. Locals go better than 
average for heavy stuff. Clara 
BPow’s ‘Savage’ should have the 
town’s remarkable run at the Lin- 
coln, 

Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15-20)— 


‘Such Fools’ (Radio). About aver- 
age, $750. Last week ‘Wild Horse 
Mesa’ (Par) encountered’ early 


weakness to $700. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40)— 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Bow 
should run a close race for the top 


Demon’ got a sweet $10,000 for eight 
days. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Conquerors’ (RKO) and ‘False 
Faces’ (WW). Points to heavy $7,- 


400. Last week ‘Mouthful’ (WB) 
and ‘Cabin in Cotton’ (WB), aided 
by Thanksgiving eve. preview, 


grossed okay $6,300. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Dark House’ (U) and ‘Men Are 
Fools.’ Headed for passable $3,000, 
which seems to be about top figure | . 
for this house under present policy. 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and ‘Vir- 
tue’ (Col) dittoed last week. 


MATS OKE BUT NIGHTS 
BLAH-K. C. FEELS DITTO 


Kansas City, Dec. 5. 
With the Xmas throngs of shop- 
pers on the streets, the first runs 
in the downtown district are bene- 
fiting. But bargain matinee prices 
don’t make for big grosses, espe- 
cially with night trade blah. 
For its closing week before re- 
opening Dec. 23, the Mainstreet is 
offering a double feature. ‘Old Dark 
House’ and ‘Goona-Goona,’ with a 
strong stage show headed by Gus 
Edwards and his ‘New Stars on Pa- 
rade. Lillian Miles, also on the 
bill, is featured in the picture ‘Man 
Against Woman’ at the Midland. 
The announcement that the Main- 
street would close for at least a 
couple of weeks starting Dec. 8, 
caused gloom for this, the town’s 
last vaudeville house, is a recog- 
nized institution in K. C. 
Last week failed to develop any 
outstanding business. ‘Prosperity’ 
in its second week at Loew's Mid- 
land, held up fairly well, and ‘If I 
Had a Million,’ at the Newman was 
satisfactory, with ‘Rockabye’ at the 
Mainstreet not drawing as well as 
expected. 

Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25) 
—‘Scarlet Dawn’ (WB). Strong 
cast proved alluring, but $3,000 is 
only fair. Last week ‘Virtue’ $3,500. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—Old Dark House’ (U) and 
‘Goona-Goona’ (FD) and stage show. 
The Bali native picture was given 
strong exploitation and created con- 
siderable curiosity. Three-feature 
bill a lot of show for 50c and the cus- 
tomers were numerous. Expected 
to hit fair $15,000. Last week ‘Rock- 
abye’ (RKO) never got started for 
some reason and the week was 
ditto. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—Man Against Woman’ (Col). Mid- 
land regulars are not very familiar 
with Columbia pictures; $8,000, very 





( 


poor. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M- 
G) on 2d wk; not bad, $10,800. 
Newman (Publix) (1,860; 25-35- 


50)—‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par). Ro- 
mantic comedy-drama with a bunch 
of popular names in the cast looked 
good to the Newman fans, but can’t 
get beyond a fair $15,000. Last week 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) for eight 
days same. 





Griffith’s Vacash 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
E. H. Griffith goes on a 10- 
week vacation from Radio, leaving 
Wednesday (7) for New York to 
sail for Europe. 





to $2,600. Last week ‘If I Had Mil- 
lion’ (Par) coasted along to the av- 
eragely slow $2,200. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-20-30) 
‘Phantom’ (Radio) first half and 
‘Orphan Annie’ (Radio) second half. 
Good for about fair $1,050. Last 
week ‘Sherlock’ (Fox) first half and 
‘Rackety’ (Fox) second half speeded 
at close to $1,100. 

State (Monroe) 
‘Breach of Promise’ 
$1,100. Last week ‘Afraid to 
(U) eased off to $1,300. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-50- 
60)—‘Rain’ (UA). Doubtful to a 
possible $2,700. Last week ‘Tess’ 


(500; 15-25-35)— 
(U). Fair to 
Talk’ 





| 


35-50-65) 
(M-G) 
Renard’s orchestra and Herb Wil- 
liams. Way off, $17,000. Last week 


week ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
$13,300, mild. 


Mont’! Vamping Till 


rc 


Brooklyn, Dec. 5. 
competish this week. 
Paramount has the ace picture, 
‘Trouble in Paradise,’ and Rudy 
Vallee on stage, but poor $30,000 in 
Vallee doesn’t mean so much 
now in this territory, having played 
the local Par off and on for about 
three years. 

Particularly good business at the 
Strand, where Muni flicker “I Am a 
Fugitive’ is showing and figured 
for a dandy $22,000. Will probably 
hold over another week. 

Fox’s luck has changed for the 
better with the showing of Clara 
Boy’s ‘Call Her Savage’; $15,000 in 
view. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) and 
stage show with Rudy Vallee and 
his orchestra. Bandman has been in 
this area much too long to mean 
anything at the box office, hence 
the lowly $30,000. Last week ‘False 
Faces’ (WW) and Chevalier on the 


Plenty of 


stage produced an awful $36,100 on 
eight days, one of the biggest dis- 
appointments 
the fact that the Frenchman got 
good exploitation break and $12,000 
for his services. 


in Brooklyn despite 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75) ‘Call Her 


Savage’ (Fox) and stage show fea- 
turing Charley Foy’s revue with 
Bob West and Sam Jack Kaufman. 
Bow is local product and has done 
nicely in Brooklyn, which may ac- 
count for the business at this house, 
around 
(Fox) $10,000, bad. 


$15,000. Last week, ‘Tess’ 
Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55-75) 


Rockabye’ (Radio) and Whispering 


Jack Smith, radio singer, on stage 
with Arnold Johnson's 
Around $24,000, good. 


orchestra. 
Last week, 
‘Old Dark 


Goona-Goona’ and 


House’ (U) grossed $18,000, mild. 


Metropolitan (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
and vaude with Gus Van, 


Prosperity’ (M-G) did a fair $27,- 
00. 


Strand (2,200; 25-35-50-65) ‘I Am 
1 Fugitive’ (WB). In region of $22,- 
100, swell, probably holdover. Last 
(WB), 





After Xmas; ‘Desert’ 
Tab Ups ‘Mail,’ $15,000 


Montreal, Dec. 5. 
One way of getting the main 


stems out of the depression trenches 
by Xmas is to run repeats, which is 
the method pursued currently by 
His Majesty’s and Palace, each of 
which encore ‘Jack’s the Boy’ and 
‘Prosperity,’ respectively. This plan 
won't get them much, but also won't 
loss them a lot. 
at the legt house picked up $7,500 
at 75c top last week, while Palace 
did better than expected at $13,000 
on the Dressler-Moran opus. 
rently they may reach $5,000 and 


Four-a-day grind 


Cur- 


$10,000 apiece. 

Loew’s dropped off to $12,500 and 
Capitol remains about the usual 
figure of $10,000, but former with 
Fanchon & Marco prez of ‘Desert 
Song,’ carefully ballyhooed as ‘not 
a picture,’ should jack up gross to 
$15,000, of which only a small pro- 
portion will be attributed to ‘Air 
Mail.’ 

Princess did above average on 
British picture, especially ‘Thark,’ 
which grossed most of the $8,000 
taken. Currently ‘False Faces’ and 
‘Crooked Circle’ may gross $7,000. 
Imperial again reverting to double 
feature. Nabes mostly in red. 


: Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50-75) 
—‘Jack’s the Boy’ (British). Had a 
good play at $7,500 and is held over 
for current week, when it may get 
$5,000, 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Pros- 
perity’ (M-G). Repeated from last 
week, when it collected $13,000. May 
garner $10,000 currently. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) — ‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ (Par) end ‘He 
Learned About Women’ (Par). No 
panic, maybe the usual $10,000. Last 
week ‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and ‘Di- 
vorce in the Family’ (M-G), ditto. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 75)—‘Air 
Mail’ (U) and ‘Desert Song,’ presen- 
tation. This unusual breakaway 
may send the house up to $15,000, 
but not on the picture. Last week 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and vaude, 
dipped from average to $12,500. 


Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60)— 
‘False Faces’ (Ed) and ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (Ed). Best estimate is for 
$7,000. Last week “‘Thark’ (British) 


realized hopes with good $8,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900: 
50))—‘Embrassez-moi’ (French) and 
‘Nuit d’Espagne’ (French). New 
policy of double bill may get a bet- 
ter gross at $2,500. Last week ‘Les 
Gaites de l’Escadron’ (French) took 
$1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Coeur de Lilas’ (French. 
may gross $1,000. Last week’s hold- 





(Fox) veered from the opening to 


over of ‘La Fille et le Garcon’ 


! miserable $2,300. ' (French). grossed $800. 


VALLEE-PARADISE’ BAD | BENNETT’S PULL, BOW’S 
306; BOW, 156, B’KLYN) FLOP, HIGHLIGHT PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

‘Rockabye’ at the Fulton the big 
noise this week, with miserable 
showing of Clara Bow's comeback 
film at the Stanley outstanding dis- 
appointment of session. General 
opinion around here was that ‘Call 
Her Savage’ would duplicate show- 
ings in other spots, but- picture 
opened weakly and shows no signs 
of recovery. Maybe $10,000, pretty 
bad. On the other hand, Pittsburgh 
was never a Bow town, even in the 
red-head’s hey-day. 

Two-for-ones and Bennett name 
giving Fulton its best business in 
months, with SRO over the week- 
end and every indication of going 
to great $7,500, real trade at this 
spot. 

Weakness all along. the line 
otherwise. Davis started double fea- 
ture policy with ‘They Call It Sin’ 
and ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Little too 
early to predict fate of this at- 
tempt, and will probably take a few 
weeks to catch on if at all. Current 
session looks like ordinary $3,500, 
only slightly above average takings. 
‘Strange Interlude’ at Aldine wind- 
ing up uneventful two-week road- 
show engagement to poor $4,000 in 
second week, giving picture around 
$13,000 for the fortnight. 

‘If I Had a Million’ unimpressive 
at Penn, despite great notices and 
will have difficulty making $10,500, 
while ‘Trouble in Paradise’ at War- 
ner strictly a class draw and not 
enough of that locally to go be- 
yond $6,500 mark, not so hot. Both 
Stanley and Warner were supposed 
to go back to Friday openings this 
week, but ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
and ‘Air Mail’ failed to stand up 
for contemplated seven days, with 
result that houses were forced to 
stick in their new attractions again 
on Thursday, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine—(Loew's) (2,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Strange Interlude’ 
(M-G). No house rental and low 
pay roll enabled this one to show 
slight profit in fortnight run. Oth- 
erwise a pretty depressing showing. 
Wound up second week at $4,000, 
making a total of around $13,000 for 
the two weeks. 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-40)— 
‘They Call It Sin’ (WB) and ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox). Start of new 
double feature policy and may take 
some time to determine prospects 
at this downtown site. Current ses- 
sion may get $3,500, slightly better 
than average. Last week ‘That’s My 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood’ (RKO) got four days each, 
with both of them accounting for 
a total of $3,600 or thereabouts. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 15- 
25-40)—‘Rockabye’ (RKO). Two for 
ones and Constance Bennett’s name 
putting this one over in great fash- 
ion, with femme flocking in droves. 
Stand-out trade over week-end, 
with every indication of going to 
$7,500, best here in months. Last 
week revival of Ed Wynn’s talker, 
‘Follow the Leader’ (Par) very nice 
at $5,700. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35— 
50)—If I Had a Million’ (Par). 
Swell notices for this one, but lacks 
b. o. appeal and will be lucky to 
wind up with poor $10,500. That’s 
plenty under the mark. Last week 
‘Rain’ (UA) dropped off after great 
opening to $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Biggest 
disappointment of season. An ex- 
pected stand-out, never got started 
and no prospect of bettering poor 
$10,000. 3ow never a b. o. figure 
locally, but reams of copy on her 
comeback were expected to turn the 
trick. Last week” ‘You Said a 
Mouthful’ (FN), pencilled in for 
seven days, unable to stand up and 
yanked after regulation six days at 
$11,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). Strict- 
ly a class draw and not enough of 
that around here to account for 
more than poor $6,500, plenty dis- 
couraging for a picture of this sort. 
Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U) unable to 
stand up for seven days either, get- 
ting around $7,000 in six. 


IRENE RICH BALLY AIDS 
‘MILLION’ TO 206, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 5. 

Town in lull following last week 
when b. o.’s_ all over. carried 
Thankgiving boom straight through. 
Publicity boys laying low to 
crash through when big shows come 
in next week. 

Everybody doing average busi- 
ness. ‘Cabin in Cotton’-is in last 
week of 15-day run, but not pulling 
as it should. ‘Tess of Storm Coun- 
try’ is getting Palace $14,500, which 
is under expectations. 

Rialto folded Friday. night after 
fair $6,000 on ‘Air Mail.’ Universal] 
is shutting down house to reopen 
Christmas Day. 

Fox threw high-class publicizing 
behind Irene Rich with ‘Post’ toy 














contest tie-up and society recep- 
(Continued on page 12) 


| 


ITS A‘SO WHAT? 
WEEK IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 5, 
Appears to be one of those more 
or less ‘so what’ weeks with Clara 
Bow’'s return in ‘Call Her 
expected to be about the only spe. 
cial along the rialto. 


Rather than hold ‘Prosperity’ for 
a deuce stanza, despite its swell] 
return last week, Paramount put it 
on the skids in favor of ‘Savage.’ 

Warfield bending every effort 
on putting over this week's show 
which is handicapped by weakness 
of ‘Evenings for Sale,’ screen fea- 
ture. Selling bill as ‘five big unita 
of entertainment,’ plugging heavily 
the Beverly Hill Billies in person, a 
Laurel-Hardy comedy, stage show 
and Jay Brower, m. c. 

Golden Gate continues at its 
usual merry pace with ‘Secrets of 
French Police,’ while United Ar. 
tists plays ‘White Zombie’ to adult 
trade only and okay returns. Jove 
Brown is getting an extended run 
on ‘Mouthful’ which will get six 
days at Warners after a previous 
week at Fox’s Warfield. 


Estimates for This Week 


Savage’ 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30- 
40-65) ‘French Police’ (Radio) and 
vaudé. House clicking regularly 


and $15,000 is good tap. Last week 
‘Rockabye’ (Radio) got $16,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55) ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Clara 
Bow a draw and $18,000 is big 
dough. ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) last week 
pulled great $19,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,435; $1-$1.50) 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (2nd-last 
week). Natives no likee that $1.50 
top with result that pix hasn't 
pulled what was expected of it. 
Bows out after this, its second 
week, to poor $6,000. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50) 
‘White Zombie’ (UA). No kids al- 
lowed and quite a few adults going 
for the horror film at $9,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (35-50-65) ‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ (Par) and stage show 
headed by Beverly Hill Billies, 
Latter helping some with $15,000 the 
take, Last week slightly under that 
with ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par). 

Warners (2,672; 35-55) ‘Mouthful’ 
(WB). In for six days after week 
at Warfield and mebbe $5,000. ‘Fugi- 
tive’ (WE) on eight days got neat 
$9,000, after having played week at 
Paramount. 


CINCY CAN'T COMPLAIN: 
SHERLOCK’ BIG $11,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 

Patronage at downtown picture 
houses is holding up fairly well. 
Summerlike weather over the weeke 
end no hurt for box offices. 
Week-day matinee biz is feeling 
effect of Xmas shopping. 
Closing of Capitol leaves RKO 
with three ace houses here. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and F-M ‘Birthday 





Party’ unit. Lack of screen and 
stage names responsible for mild 
$13,000. Last week the same con- 


dition with ‘Ola Dark House’ (U) 
and the RKO National Revue dipped 
to $9,600 for all-time low. Coming 
fortnight house will be straight pic- 
tures; then vaudefilm resumes. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Sherlock Hotmes’ (Fox). Clive 
Brook fans and mystery lovers 


twisting turnstile at rate of $11,000, 


okay. Last week ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) 
swung to a mild $9,600. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). In third week 
and okay $8,000. Last week $12,300, 
dandy. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)-—= 


‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Held for: 
second Saturday and Sunday (4-5): 
on account of house going dark in- 
def. Registered a nifty $13,000 on 
nine days. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Central Park’ (WB). Joan Blondell 
sharing billing with Fatty Arbuckle, 
featured in the comedy short ‘Hey 
Pop’ (WB). A normal $6,000. Last 
week ‘Night Mayor’ (Col) picked up 
for a final count of $7,000, swell. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)—‘De- 


ception’. (Col). First half, and 
‘Goona Goona’ (ist Div.) for a full 
week. Should get $3,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Rain’ (UA) a holdover, split 


with ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G), col- 
lected $2,300, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Vanity Street’ (Col), and ‘Parisian 
tomance’ (ist Div.). Split week. 
Heading for $3,000, fine. Last week 
‘Hidden Gold’ ‘U) and ‘Bride of the 


Legion’ (Ist Div.) $2,500, no com- 
plaints. 
Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Gitta Reveals 


Her Heart’ (Capitol). All-German 
product drawing $1,200, fair. Zast 





week ‘Rasputin’ (Capitol) held over 
to $1,500, goud. 
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London Show World 


London, Nov. 26. 


The Independent Theatre Club 
ave its third production at the 
C<ingsway, Nov. 23, an adaptation of 

Schnitzler’s novel, ‘Fraulein Elsa,’ by 
Komisarjefsky, who also produced 
the show. It is a sordid ‘Strange 
Interlude’ type of play, in which 
thoughts are spoken aloud, and pro- 
vides the longest part on modern 
record of Peggy Ashcroft in role of 
a girl who is requested to pose nude 
for an elderly roue in return for 
money to save her father. She con- 
gents, but develops panic and 
rushes into the hotel lounge to dis- 
robe in public, ending her life with 
an overdose of veronal. The play is 
unlikely to be licensed for public ex- 
hibition. 





Savoy Band Name Rights 


Savoy hotel has established its 
right by an order of the Chancery 
Division to the exclusive use of the 
name Savoy Orpheans, in respect of 
any band of music. 


More for Clavering- Rose 


Arthur Clavering and John Rose 
have practically completed negotia- 
tions to purchase the Wimbledon 
theatre and King’s, Hammersmith, 
from Mrs. Mullholland. This gives 
Clavering & Rose four of the most 
important theatres in London's sub- 
urbs, as they already own the Hip- 
podrome, Golder’s Green and the 
Streatham Hill theatre. Same peo- 
ple have also leased the Rialto Pic- 
ture theatre, just vacated by Uni- 
versal after many years, and the 
Cameo Picture House. Both these 
houses are owned by Mark Wolfe, a 
wealthy property owner in the West 
End, who has ceased activities due 
to nervous breakdown. Rental for 
the two houses is understood to be 
$1,000 per week. 





Concerts Off 


Sir Henry Wood and orchestra of 
over 100, plus one or two concert 
mames at every performance, re- 
cently played Streatham Hill thea- 
tre for a week and barely broke 
even. Supporting concert stars were 
Lamond, Solomon, Catharine Good- 
son, Irene Scharrer, Isolde Menges, 
Albert Sammons, Frank Titterton, 
Arthur Cox and Thorpe Bates. The 
Henry Wood experiment was a sort 
of test, and if profitable would have 
played other dates. But now it is 
out. 





Vaud Show ad Film 

Tim Whelan, who has directed 
several of Harold Lloyd’s pictures, 
has been specially brought over here 
by Gaumont British to do a full- 
length picture of a Palladium ‘Crazy 
Month.’ Artists chosen are most of 
those in the current crazy bill. But 
the matter will be selected from all 
three crazy months, with lots more 
gags added. The entire idea will be 
under the supervision of George 
Black. 





Pavilion Show 


London Pavilion show week of 
Nov. 21 lacked newcomers, mostly 
holdovers and several frequent re- 
turns. 

Only newcomers were Nicholas 
Casa and Elsie Lehan, a couple of 
Americans, who recently played the 
Empire, Paris. Act opened with 
comedy violin and piano bit, which 
did not mean much. But when they 
get into their comedy acrobatics and 
falls they score nicely. It seems a 
pity this should be one of the weak- 
est bills this house has had since 
opening, particularly as it coincides 
with the Palladium’s ‘Crazy Month.’ 





London List 100% 


There seems every likelihood all 
of London's 40-odd theatres will be 
open this winter. In addition to the 
usual revivals for the Christmas 
season, there will be four panto- 
mimes (one more than last year) in 
the West End. 

The Court theatre, which is for 
wale and has been closed for the 
past year, will reopen Nov. 20 with 
‘The School for Husbands,’ under 
the direction of Herbert Jay and 
Roy Limbert (of the Malvern thea- 
tre). It is a comedy by Frederick 
Jackson. 





Aquitania’s Dipey Stage 

The steamship Aquitania, while 
tndergoing her annual overhaul at 
Southampton, is having a theatre 
constructed on board to seat 250, 
which, it is claimed, will be the 
largest and most luxurious afloat. 
Apart from stage and film shows, 
this innovation will prove a boon to 
theatrical companies in transit for 
rehearsals. 





Mangan Troupes Set 

Francis Mangan’s two dancing 
troupes, the Plaza-Tiller and Par- 
amount-Tiller girls, have been en- 
gaged by Julian Wylie. The former 
will be in the ‘Dick Whittington’ 
pantomime at the Londen Hippo- 
drome and the latter in the panto- 
mime at the Palace, Manchester, 





‘Music’s’ London Click 
Biggest surprise here is the suc- 
cess of the new Jack Payne picture 





Yugoslavs Invite 
Americans Back 
To Spur Trade 


American film companies have 
been asked by Jugoslav filmers to 
come back into the country. Propo- 
sition made by the Yugoslavs is 
that if American companies come 
back into that market and reopen 
their offices the film companies 
there will promise to see that the 
current quota and duty regulations 
are rescinded at the next legislative 
session. 

Proposition was rejected en 
masse, Americans sticking to their 
insistence that they won't go back 
until there are definite legal changes 
rather than promises. 

United States walked out of 
Jugoslavia and Czechoslovakia last 
summer when heavy contingent 
laws were passed in the two coun- 
tries which, from an American 
standpoint, made business there 
impossible or too difficult for the 
trouble involved 





German Gov't Contact 


Returning to Berlin 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Dr. Martin Freudenthal, who has 
been here since January as contact 
with the studios and the German 
government, is returning to Berlin 
to become counsellor of the lega- 
tion of the German foreign office. 
His mission here was to advise 
‘studios on the needs of the German 
market, censorship and public opin- 
ion. He was instrumental in keep- 
ing out of several films dealing with 
the war, material that the Germans 
would have regarded as objection- 
able. 











‘Say It with Music,’ which opened 
at the Dominion, and has been play- 
ing to practically capacity. Picture 
is made by British & Dominion, 
with United Artists having leased 
the theatre to W. & F. Films, who 
are putting the film over for B. & D. 

Film is supported by several 
vaudeville acts, who are well known 
on radio and are presented in a 
radio station setting, doing their 
stuff before the mike. First week's 
grosses likely to be around $12,000, 
with picture holding over. 





Tax Time Hurts B. O. 


London’s show busness took ter- 
rific slump last week, both legit and 
pictures, with few exceptions. Rea- 
son attributed to income tax de- 
mand, which falls due early Jan., 
with demand calling for three-quar- 
ters of the tax payable as first 
instalment. 





‘Chris Bean’ for London 
Gilbert Miller has earmarked for 
presentation here early next year 

‘The Late Christopher Bean.’ 





Cagy Wheelers 


Wheeler Twins, currently with 
Tom Patricola act, were sought for 
several London cabarets and wanted 
to stay over. But found by doing 
so would forfeit their return fares. 
Decided it was the safest thing to 
go home, and they did. 





Walpole’s Own Version 


Embassy theatre stock company 
presented a dramatization of Hugh 
Walpole’s ‘The Cathedral,’ Noy. 21, 
where it will remain for a fortnight. 
The novelist has made his own stage 
version, and it looks good enough to 
be a candidate for West End honors. 





Littler-—Delaney 
_Norah Delaney, music hall come- 
dienne, married Prince Littler, the- 
atrical manager, at a London regs- 
ter office Nov. 17. 





1,100 London Spots 


All applications for entertainment 
licenses of any kind must be made 
to the London County Council an- 
nually. This year 1,100 applications 
were made, and only one refused, 





Phyllis Dare Returns 

By way of reviving interest of 
theatre-goers, C. B, Cochran added 
Phyllis Dare to the cast of the Noel 
Coward revue, ‘Words and Music.’ 
After two years’ absence from thé 
stage, this old-time musical favor- 
ite’s only opportunities are in taking 
over two of the principal song bits 
in the show, which she does with 
her old charm, 





LABOR DEMAND TEST 


Mexican Federation Tells Fox to 
Raise White-Collar Pay 





Mexico City, Dec. 1. 

Crom, Mexican official labor body, 

has served notice on Fox that it 

must raise the salaries of all its of- 

fice employees in this country and 

in other ways comply with ‘local 
labor regulations.’ 





Foreign offices of ail New York 
film companies discussed the likeli- 
hood of Mexican labor body getting 
tough in the matter of employees 





down there, with its possible effects. } 


It’s the 
have had to worry about labor regu- 
lations as regards white-collar help. 
What worried most of the h. o. 
execs was the likelihood of Crom 
going further and demanding their 
local regulations to apply to Ameri- 
eans sent to Mexico by film com- 
panies. Since no other company 
outside of Fox was served by Crom, 
it is felt that Crom is using Fox as 
a test to see how far they can go 
along those lines. 
Fox has not 
course of action. 


Arthur Kelly Abroad May 
Expand U. A. Production 


United Artists is ready to start a 
production company in Paris as a 
final link in its build-up of United 
Artists of the World. Arthur Kelly, 
head of the UA foreign department 
and the company’s treasurer, sails 
Dec. 14 to go over final details of 
the Paris proposition and look over 
some other of the company’s propo- 
sitions abroad. 

Kelly’s first stop will be London 
where his company recently ac- 
quired the product of British & Do- 
minion for world distribution, 
thereby settng a precedent in an 
American company handling a for- 
eign company’s films in the foreign 
field. Having also the Columbia 
product there Kelly will lay out a 
program of release and distribu- 
tion for the year and discuss build- 
ing or acquisition of atheatreinthe 
West End for show case purposes. 
In Paris Lacy Kastner has spent 
the past few months outlining a 
program of proceedure which Kelly 
will go over for approval. 

Kelly will be away about 
months. 


yet decided on a 








three 





Marcelle Romee Drowned 
Paris, Dec. 5. 

Marcelle Romee, stage and screen 
star, met death by drowning, a sui- 
cide, police say. 

She had recently been confined 
to a sanitarium near the spot where 
she was found drowned. 


first time film companies | 





Some Nice West End Grosses Give 
London Cinemas Good Takings; 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ Smash; Chev Slipping 





Fox Hosting Britons 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Fox is extending itself in the en- 
teriainment of English players im- 
ported for ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Studio is footing the bill for daily 
sightseeing trips around the city 
and for week-end stays at Palm 
Springs and Santa Barbara. 








Two Companies Formed 
In Syria as Near East 
Becomes Film Conscious 


Cairo, Nov. 12. 

A new film company has becom ées- 
tablished at Damascus (Syria) un- 
der the name of Fayha Films, wheese 
equipment and apparatus has bcem 
imported from Germany. 

Most of the shares of the com- 
pany have been taken up. The Pres- 
ident of the Syrian Republic is re- 
puted to hold 500 shares and certain 
other officials 50 shares each. 

Mostafa El Debs has formed at 
Beyrouth (Syria) another film com- 
pany under the name of Debs Com- 
pany for Arabic Films. First film 
will star the Egyptian singer Nadira, 
who will hold concerts in Syria as a 
means of advertising the undertak- 
ing, 

Pierre Benoit, French writer, now 
is in Lebanon, accompanied by Spi- 
nelly for the reproduction of the 
film, ‘The Lebanese Princess.’ 

‘Love Wonder,’ Egyptian film, pro- 
duced by Pedro Lama, has drawn 
large houses at Regence Cinema at 
Benzert (Tunis). 

The Egyptian Picture-Theatres 
Company have purchased Josy Pal- 
ace establishment in Cairo, includ- 
ing it in their chain. 








Mex-Made Around Villa 
Mexico City, Dec. 2. 
Another made-in-Mexico talker is 
ready for’ release. Production, 
which was made by Aztlan Films, a 
native company, is called ‘Revolu- 
tion’ and covers the high spots of 
the sanguinary times from 1910 
until a few years ago. 
Contingents of the federal army 
were used in many of the scenes. 
Producers anncunce release here 
Jan. 5. Pancho Villa, of gory fame, 
is one of the leading characters, 





U. S. Rush Film Goods to Britain 
To Forestall Dec. 15 Retaliation 


+ 





PAN-EUROPEAN ENTENTE! . = 


ON FILM, MUSIC SOUGHT 


Paris, Dec. 1. 

Chambre Syndicale, official film 
trade body, has sent out invitations 
to all European producers to par- 
ticipate in a Paris conference for 
the formation of an international 
film body. Meet would be held 
sometime in January, 1933. 

Chambre Syndicale would like to 
form an organization to which all 
European countries belong for dis- 
cussion and handling of mutual 
problems. Possibility that the 
United States will be invited to join 
also, if this end can be made to 
hitch. 

Thing that the French element is 
most worried about, and thing for 
which the new organization would 
function mostly, is the matter of in- 








ternational copyrights on both mu- | 


sic and stories. Parisians have long 


resented the copyright conventions | 
| be possible there at this time—and 


as set up by Berne, and feel that 


changes are called for. 





PARIS CASUALTIES 
Paris, Dec. 5. 
Americans at the American 


Jimmy Haseltine, . 
Haseltine just went in 
broken leg. 


| 


Hos- | 
pital now include Jack Pickford and|of home made product in Britain} 


sides of], 


with aithe ocean 


Foreign offices in New York last 
received rush cables from 
London advising quick shipment of 
everything possible to Britain. Fear 
of a heavy retaliatory duty that will 
hurt American film biz in that 
country seriously, with the date of 
Dec. 15 mentioned several times as 
a deadline. 

Taken pretty much for granted in 
foreign circles that no matter 
whether England pays or defaults 
on the debt ma‘ter there will be a 
heavy duty sla,p,ed on films in 
Britain, as well as on other U. S. 
product. That England will be asked 
to pay on the line is pretty certain, 
with that country ready to ac- 
quiesce. Then, and immediately— 
so informed circles claim—will come 
the retaliatory measures. 

British Mades Sufficient 

America’s position in Britain at 
this time is especially difficult be- 
cause of the rise in past months 
of British film strength. If coming 
to a showdown, there is a fear ex- 
pressed in several New York circles 
that America may be forced out of 
the British market. Which would 


+ 








}é 


for the first time in film history— | 
because Britain is now almost turn- | 


ing out product enough for its 
needs, 

With a forcing down of the gates 
would come a natural 
which, it is felt on both 
might be enough to meet 


the demand there 


exhilaration } 


i sion to 





London, Nov. 25. 


West End picture grosses holding - 


up nicely, but pre-Christmas slump 
anticipated soon. 

Crop currently shown reveeis 
some good American and European 
product, hence reason for healthy 
grosses. 

Estmated Grosses 
(Exchange figured at $3.20) 


Capitol— ‘Happy Ever’ After’ 
(UFA-Gaumo. Brit.). Grossed $8,- 
750 in first week, which satisfactory, 
and holding over. 

Dominion—‘Say It With Music’ 
(B&D). Picturee marks debut of 
Jack Payne band in films, and is 
supported by several well-known 
British Broadcasting radio names, 
in the ‘flesh.’ First week drew $9,- 
600, which is best house has taken 
in months. Second week fell to 
$8,000, which still good. Theatre 
has now entered into new policy, 
playing shorts, 3aumont' British 
Movietone News and vaudeville, 
which means more barring clauses. 

Carlton—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 
Not up to Chevalier standard and 
distinctly disappointing. Now in 
third week, averaging $8,400. Run 
will be forced for a few more weeks, 
with nothing scheduled to follow at 
present. Looks like Chevalier vogue 
on decline here. 

Empire — ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). 
Opened as smash to $19,250 and held 
over grossing around $15,500 in sec- 
ond week. ‘Back Street’ (U) now 
current, 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘Blockade’ 
(New Era Films). Scored $5,100 
first week and $3,200 second. Now 
replaced by ‘Rasputin’ (German 
film, made by indie German con- 
cern. 

New Gallery—‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(Radio). Two weeks’ run, with first 
week $6,000 and second $4,800. 
‘After the Ball’ (GB) replaced. 

Palace—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). 
Opened to smash, doing twice daily, 
with extra matinee Saturday, and 
grossed $12,800 for several weeks. 
Now dropping off, and around $9,500. 
rs ninth week, with another week to 
play. 

Plaza—‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Did fairly, although audience en- 
joyed it immensely. Grossed around 
$9,600, which is disappointing, but 
probably due to English audiences 
not conversant with subject. 

Regal—‘One Way Passage’ (WB). 
Stayed one week to around $7,700, 
which well up to average, with ‘Doc- 
tor X’ (FN) now current. 

Rialto—The Blue Light’ (German 


picture with English sub-titles). 
Now in fifth week and averaging 
$4,500. Billy Stewart, who managed 


house for Universal, lent by former 
to new management, Clavering & 
Rose, who have just leased house at 
£200 ($650) per week. 

Tivoli—‘Rome Express’ (GB). 
First picture made by Gaumont 
British in their new Shepherd's 
Bush studios, and ranking as best 
British product yet turned out. 
Opened to smash to around $16,000, 
and good for at least eight weeks. 
‘Midship Maid,’ another from same 
studio, will follow. 


New French Film Buys 


For Canada Calls for 
Paris Trips by Hurel 


Ottawa, Dec. 5. 

Robert Hurel, president of La 
Compagnie Cinematographique Ca- 
nadienne, has sailed for France to 
obtain a further supply of French 
language photoplays for distribu- 
tion in Canada following the suc- 
cessful handling of 55 French films 
in Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba 
where there are extensive French- 
speaking colonies which cling 
tenaciously to their native tongue. 

Hurel is handling the product of 
Haik, UFA, Braunberger-Richebe, 
Tobis, Alex. Nalpas and Meric 
Synchro-Cine and expects to sign 
up a vear’s supply from these pro- 
ducers. 

The French-film situation in 
Canada recently received consider- 
able stimulus when Government au- 
thorities decided to admit French 
language features into Ontario with 
censorship and without the pay- 
ment of censorship fees, this un- 
doubtedly being a political conces- 
the French-speaking pop- 





ulace 
I'rench programmes are regular- 
presented in all cities of Quebec, 
va, Hawkesbury, Windsor and 
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With Kaplan Out, Speculation Now 
Over Future with 306 and Empire; 


Harry Sherman Rumored New Pres 





With Sam Kaplan and 20 of his 
officers in operators’ local No. 306, 
New York, thrown out by the 
LA.T.S.E., an early election will 
probably be held to vote in suc- 
cessors. This would be a special 
election, called by the ILA., after a 
ticket had been named. 

Meanwhile, the ILA. is in complete 
eharge of No. 306 affairs. The In- 
ternational took possession Thurs- 
day (1), placing Harry Ho!lmden, 
John. P. Nick and Fred Dempsey, 
1.A. vice-presidents, in control. 

New Pres.? 

Names of numerous persons have 
come up since the Kaplan ousting 
as possible candidates for the presi- 
dency of the local. Some petitions 
were started, notably one urging the 
selection of Harry Sherman, Publix, 
labor executive. This petition 
quickly exceeded 100 names, with 
Sherman having many friends as 
No. 306 members. He himself is 
a member from days past when he 
was a booth operator in New York. 

Sherman was advised of the 
movement behind him but did not 
indicate whether he would accept 
if J.A. desired his name up for 
election. In view of the decentral- 
ization of Publix operation to the 
field, which also means local union 
negotiations, it is possible Sherman 
might consider the proposal. 

$22,000 Salary 

The Kaplan job pays $22,000 a 
year. Sherman has a contract with 
Publix at $25,000 annually which has 
around three years to go. It is un- 
likely that this contract would stand 
in the way with Publix if Sherman 
wished to accept the 306 presidency. 

Prior to joining Publix about five 
years ago, Sherman was assistant 
president of the LA., with a good 
record behind him. While with Pub- 
lix, his contact with unions all over 
the country has remained friendly, 
making it probable that the LA. 
would okay him . 

William F. Canavan’s name has 
also been mentioned to go: along 
with 306’s top job. He is in retire- 
ment in St. Louis but it is believed 
might come out of it, if urged. 
Among other names mentioned is 
Max Polin, former No. 306 business 
agent. 

By a sudden though not surprise 
stroke the IA. at the American 
Federation of Labor convention in 
Cincinnati on Wednesday (30) de- 
posed Kaplan and his group of of- 
ficers, including among prin- 
cipa: office-holders under Kaplan, 
Charles F. Eichhorn, v.p.; Max 
Feinberg, treasurer; I. R. Cohn, re- 
cording secretary, and Dave Engel, 
financial secretary. It was a clean 
sweep, taking with it also Kaplan’s 

(Continued on page 26) 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 10) 


tions. Gags got her consistently on 
page one throughout first part of 
week, but won’t get over $20,000 on 
‘If I Had a Million.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-30-40- 
50-60-70)—‘They Call It Sin’ (FN) 
and vaude. Hobart Bosworth on 
stage getting combination fair $17,- 
500. Last week ‘You Said a Mouth- 
ful’ made nice $20,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-50-70)— 
‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox). Not 
up to hopes; may see $14,500. 
week of two got $14,500 for ‘Pros- 
perity’ (M-G). 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘Rockabye’ (RKO-Pathe). Ben- 
nett making $8,000. Last week ‘Con- 
querors’ exploited into $8,500. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60) 
—If I Had a Million’ (Par) and 
vaude. Irene Rich and Jimmy Savo 
helping to $20,000. Last week ‘Call 
Her Savage’ soared to $23,000. 

Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN). Hop- 
ing to see $4,000 on second week. 
Last week minus Thanksgiving 
opening, $6,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 
Mail’ (U). 
last week. 





15-35-50)—'‘Air 
Ballyhooed into $6,000 
House folded Friday. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—‘Big City Blues’ (WB). Ac- 
ceptable with possible $2,800. Last 
week ‘Golden West’ (Fox) did nice 
$3,600. 


Jules Levy Out West 
Jules Levy left last week for the 
coast to look around the Radio 
studio and to close up loose ends 
on several product deals pending 
out of L. A. and S. F. exchanges. 
He'll be back East in two weeks. 





Last | 





BUFF BEARISH 


Slumping Dipping Town 


Seasonal 
Further Downward 





Buffalo, Dec. 5. 
Christmas approach isn't helping 
the situation here, biz going down 
further. 
‘Tess’ seems best at Publix’s Buf- 
falo, topping ‘Million’ week before, 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65), 
‘Tess’ (Fox) and stage show. Looks 
to get $20,000, with luck. Last week 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) did poor 
$18,400. 


Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
40), ‘Life Begins’ (WB). The $10,- 


Last week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par) garnered $7,800, n. s. g. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25), ‘Rain’ 
(UA). Not doing anything at $5,500. 
Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
turned in $7,190, mild. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 
Highways’ (RKO). B. o. draft a 
probable $8,000, better than week 
before, when ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
(Fox) got only $6,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Vir- 
tue’ (Col) and ‘Last Man’ (Col). 
Double bill building to fine $9,000. 
Last week ‘Sporting Age’ (Col) only 
fair at $6,000. 


DET. ON THE UP SIDE; 
2 OPPOSISH TABS AID 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 

Business seems to have picked up 
with Thanksgiving, with a better 
feeling all around. But the next 
two weeks will naturally see pic- 
tures hit by Xmas slump. However, 
‘Rockabye’ is playing to a lot of peo- 
ple and will total a nice profit week 
at the Downtown. 

Two tabloid versions, ’Rio Rita’ 
and ‘Follow Thru,’ mean opposition 
of a sort. Both playing pictures 
that can be classed as second choice 
for b. o. *"I Ama Fugitive’ goes into 
its second week with a fair first 
week behind it, but holding out no 
hopes of important money. ‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ at the Fisher also 
paced weak. 

At the Michigan ‘Central Park’ is 
coupled with ‘Rio Rita.’ Both spell 
some business, but with ‘Follow 
Thru’ on the stage and ‘That’s My 
Boy,’ also at the Fox, it’s a tossup 
for the business between ’em. 

Last week George Raft at the 
Michigan played to fair business, 
while the Fox, with ‘Tess of the 
Storm Country,’ got plenty. Week 
meant a big profit at the Fox, with 
about $30,000. The Michigan started 
off okay, but weakened to $19,100. 
The Downtown played to a fair bus- 
iness with the ‘Conquerors’ for a 
total of about $7,400. 

Publix notice has 


25), ‘Hell's 








gone up on 


Fisher, Paramount, and United 
Artists, first runs, as well as the 
Tuxedo, Redford, Birmingham, Al- 


hambra, Century, and Royal Oak, 
nabes, for pre-Xmas period only, 
supposedly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-55-72-75) 
—‘Central Park’ (FN) and ‘Rio 
Rita,’ tab, on stage. May hit $21,000, 
fair. Last week George Raft on 
screen in ‘Undercover Man’ and also 
on stage, $19,100. 

Fox (5,100; 15-35-55)—That’s My 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Follow Thrw’ on 
stage. Not bad $18,000 in view. Last 
week ‘Tess of the Storm Country’ 
(Fox) strong at $30,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-55-72-75)— 
‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) and stage 


show. Possibly $10,000, low. Last 
week ‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 
$10,800. 

Downtown = (2,750; 15-25-55) — 


‘Rockabye’ (Radio). $9,500, oke, in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio) played to a fair $7,400. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-55- 
72-75)—‘I’m a Fugitive’ (WB). So- 
so on holdover, $8,500. Last week 
(first) fair $12,500. 

Paramount (3,448; 15-25-40)— 
‘Crooked Circle” Away off to $3,- 
200. Last week ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G) 
$3,700. 


PART GANGSTER YARN 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Earle Snell and Edward Ludwig 
have written ‘Out in Style,’ a par- 
tial gangster story, which the lat- 
ter will direct for Universal. 

James Dunn has been borrowed 
from Fox for male lead, with efforts 
being made to get Sally Eilers op- 
posite. 

Henry Henigson wil supervise. 
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NEWARK HOPING VAUDE 
RETURNS TO HELP BIZ 


Newark, Dec. 5. 
There is a feeling over here that 
vaude will reappear in the picture 





houses about Christmas. Nothing 
has been settled, but it is believed 
that both sides wiil now be more 
amenable. 


No question but what ‘Prosperity’ 
at Loew’s will lead, with probably 
over $15,000, and ‘Rockabye’ at 
Proctor’s should easily reach $12,000. 
The hold of ‘The Match King’ is 
doubtful, but looks like $11,000 on 
eight days. 

Usual story of Rialto opening 
|} with vaudfilm has started again, 
| but highly improbable. Incidentally 
| ‘Green Pastures’ at the Broad is 
holding over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Match King’ (WB). Advertised as 
world premiere, with some good no- 
tices film should reach $11,000 in 
eight days. Last week ‘You Said a 
Mouthful’ (WB) on seven days well 
enough at $10,500. 

Capito! (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Manhattan Tower.’ Former played 
two weeks at Loew's, but should 
bring repeats. Fine at $5,500. Last 








000 indicated, a little better for house. | week ‘Three on a Match’ (FN) and 


‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par), 
eight days, grand at $7,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 25-40-50)— 
‘Dienst ist Dienst’ (Emelke). Wres- 
tling picture added, but lucky to get 
$1,000. German films will be scare 
after Xmas, with Russian and Eng- 
lish predominating. Last week 
‘Luise, Konigen von  Preussen’ 
(Porten) fair at over $1,300. 

Loew's State (2,800; 15-65)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Should go be- 
yond strong $15,000. Last week ‘Red 


Dust’ (M-G) sensational at over 
$18,000. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-55)— 


‘Night After Night’ (Par) and ‘Van- 
ity Street’ (Col). Will hardly reach 
bad $2,700. Last week ‘That's My 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
(UA), eight days, weak at $3,400. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
66)—‘He Learned About Women’ 
(Par). Feeble picture can hardly 
draw more than $3,200, very bad. 
Last week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par), eight days, $5,100. 

Proctor’s “RKO) (2,300; 15-65)— 
‘Rockabye’ (Radio-Pathe). Bennett 
pulling the femmes and may well 
pass nice $12,000. Last week ‘Con- 
querors’ (Radio) on eight days 
passed $12,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
30-40-45-50)—‘Divorce in the Fami- 
ly’ (M-G). Will hardly beat $4,000. 
House opening Saturdays now. Last 
week ‘Tess of the Storm Country’ 
(Fox) on nine days, $6,800. 


‘Paradise, $10,500; 
‘Million’ 126, Clmbs.’ 
Best; Shoppers Help 


@--. 
Columbus, Dec. 5. 

Heavy matinee biz due to Xmas 
shopping boom is doing all theatres 
some good this week, although gen- 
era] trend in eves is the usual sea- 
sonal fall-off. 

Two big shots of the week, and 
they seem set to get just about all 
of the biz. RKO Palace with 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ assisted by the 
National Revue and the Broad 
where ‘If I Had a Million’ has ’em 
loco after one of the greatest build- 
ups of the year. Other houses look 
below average by goodly margins. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace. (RKO) (3,074; 35-55) 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) and 
stage show. Should garner good 
enough $10,500. Last week ‘Rock- 
abye’ (RKO) at the 25-40 seale did 
mild $5,600. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Man Against Woman’ (Col). Noth- 
ing to rave about with less than 
$7,500 in sight. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(M-G) better by plenty at $9,200. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par). Off to 
extra heavy start and will hit 
mighty fine $12,500 or better. Last 
week ‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox) 
closed light but got $8,300. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40) ‘They 
Call It Sin’ (FN). None too forte 











With light $4,500 in sight. Last 
week ‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 
plenty good at $6,190. 

Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400; 
25-40) ‘Crooked Circle’ (ww). 
Hardly stacks up to better $3,000. 
Last week ‘Last Mile’ (ww) 
mighty good for this house with 
$4,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35) 


‘Golden West’ (Fox). 
here to hit fair $2,300. 
‘Thirteen Women’ 
$2,700. 


Prinz’ Added 4 at M-G 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Le Roy Prinz has been given a 
contract to stage the dances and 
musical numbers on. four more 
shorts at Metro. 

This was after his work on ‘The 
Big Premiere,’ featuring Eddie Garr, 
which Murray Roth directed. 


Good enough 
Last week 
(Radio) good 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 
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Fannie Brice’s Poise 


|} show that doesn’t quite know w here 


it’s going, Fannie Brice stands cool, 
decisive, expert, good humored. 
First there is the simple chic of her 
black velvet costume to set her 
apart from her background. A bias 
cut skirt, a long sleeved waistline 
fitted blouse tied down the front 
with three satin bows, a gleamingly 
restrained coiffure. Material that 
lets her prove the difference be- 
tween a mimic and a comedienne. 
Miss Brice adds gentle satire to her 
impersonations. Her style is too 
finished, now calmly sure of itself, 
to resort to the less penetrating 
antics of burlesque. Her’ stage 
presence masters even the dangers 
of impromptu clowning. She, at 
least, always knows just what she’s 


doing. 
The David Bines girls work 
through an opening that does 


nothing to get the show started, in 
costumes with a good color scheme 
lost to jumbled design. Something 
interesting can be done with henna, 
white, beige and green, perhaps 
next time. 

All ten of the girls can do all the 
tricks of exhibition ballroom waltz- 
ing, they show in the finale. Their 
vari-colored dresses, each shaded 
vertically to white, with white 
feathers around the hems and de- 
colletages, would never help them 
get jobs, however, as runners-up to 
Irene Castle. 


Good Woman Satorial Art 


There are still two kinds of wo- 
ment to ‘Under Cover Man.’ It takes 
the good, old-fashioned: attitude: 
She’s a good woman, or she’s a bad 
‘un. Hands off for the good kind, 
cuffs and curses for the other. 
Since modesty is one of the 
strongest attributes of the good ones, 
nobody is permitted to see Nancy 
Carroll in a chemise but the audi- 
ence. She is puttering about her 
room in her flowered silk scanties. 
There is a knock*on the door. ‘Come 
nm,’ she says absent-mindedly. So 
the fellow comes in and instantly 
she registers such outraged virtue, 
meanwhile clutching frantically for 
something with which to hide her 
bare shoulders, that even George 
Raft is convinced. 

Later Miss Carroll appears In a 
shimmering evening dress so coax- 
ingly fitted that it makes an ama- 
teur out of her maidenly chemise. 
Demure drop shoulder little sleeves, 
however, want to atone for the 
snugness of its hip line. A silhou- 
ette that widens from the waistline, 
such as is used in her long white 
velvet evening wrap with a sable 
shawl collar that continues on hori- 
zontally to mark an Empire waist, 
is a line more suitable to Miss Car- 
roll’s figure. Garments that cling 
from the waist down are better left 
to the others. 

Noel Francis plays a bad one and 
takes a frightful beating for it. She 
deserves it, though, for her ensnar- 
ing technique is pretty creaky even 
for a picture moiderers’ moll. 





Miss Bennett’s Style Wisdom 

For several pictures now, Con- 
stance Bennett has shown signs of 
going restive under mere becoming 
photography. There’s a_ steadily 
mounting tendency noticable to 
give the customers a work-out for 
their money. It began with her 
revealing a sense of humor; in 
‘Rockabye’ it’s grown to actual act- 
ing. 

*Rockabye’ is no easy picture to 
start being genuine in, but Miss 
Bennett’s done it in not a few 
scenes. Despite all the babies torn 
from their mothers’ arms to date, 
she still manages to make her own 
grapple with the situation real. 

Too much generosity with ani- 
mation, however, is more danger- 
ous than too little. There’s more 
to singing a torch song than crazy 
elbows and a loose coiffure. 

Apace with the general Bennett 
bettering, the Bennett costumes 
are style-wise, picture-wise things 
of beauty. Distracting details have 
been ruthlessly, smartly discarded 
for the flair of line. Miss Bennett 
moves against her stylized back- 
grounds a living fashion drawing 
from the very swankest magazines. 
Her white Empire drawing room, 
with the marbleized steps. that 
make her descent into the room a 
stunning opening number, her Di- 
rectoire boudoir, her little formal 
garden, do as much for the best dis- 
play of her clothes as her very own 
personal style. 

A stiff black velvet evening dress 





Surrounded by a Paramount stage 


with great fluted puffed sleeves, q 
| wide V neckline, slim through the 
| body and widening at the hem, un- 


| adorned completely save for a jewe 


;eled clip that marks the waistline 
decolletage in back, is a precious 
something that flaps wil! long ree 
member. 

Very capably, very surely, Jobyna 


Howland, as Miss Bennett's tonice 


bibbing mother, takes care of the 
story's meagre allotment of come 
edy. A majestic grandiose come- 


dienne, it was most understanding 
of her costume designer to mass 
ermine tails on the shoulders of 
her lame grande dame_ evening 
gown. 


Dressing Shudder Roles 

Myrna Loy’s slanting eyes have 
gotten her into all sorts of pictures 
needing inscrutable Oriental wom- 
en. None of them seem to mind her 
fresh young American voice, her 
red-white-and-blue pronunciation, 

In ‘The Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
she’s been given some additional 
slant to her eyes. Fortunately for 
the help of her sinisterness, she has 
little to say. She’s just got to 
stand by in glittering Chinese- 
through-Hollywood garb and look 
sadistically amorous, occasionally 
bursting into shrieks as she orders 
her slaves to beat her lover faster. 

Karen Morley’s’ throaty’ voice 
continually despairs of ever finding 
the loved ones that Fu Manchu 
snatches away so methodically. 
Miss Morley goes through a lot of 
trouble in riding clothes, only to 
find herself at the end garbed like 
a Greek maiden because she is go- 
ing to be a sacrifice to some god 
somewhere in China. It doesn’t 
check, but it’s becoming. 


Sweet-Young-Thing Modes 


When a girl is both somebody's 
daughter and somebody’s sweet- 
heart at the same time, in a picture 
lazy with homely kindness, soft out- 
door photography, and _ southern 
mammies, what’s there for her to do 
but get in front of the camera and 
look sweet? Marian Nixon has had 
very good training for this sort of 
thing, and in “Too Busy to Work’ 
she’s got it down perfect. 

She’s even developed a style for 


being everybody's not-too-bright 
little pet. Dresses should be mad@e 
in sheer materials. They should 


fit neatly at the waist, have longish 
circular skirts, and above all, every 
garment must be made reminiscent 
of angels by full puffed sleeves. For 
gardening, transparent white or- 
gandy smocks are nice; gardening 
in itself is good for this kind of role, 
for it gives a girl the opportunity 
to be photographed long in advance 
of the actual process with a broad 
brimmed Leghorn hat in her hand, 
A little girl in organdy, with @ 
large straw hat in her hand, with 
soft blonde curls ever so tidy, 
simply must be somebody's daugh- 
ter—and why not sweetheart, too? 


Quick-on-the-Draw Acting 


Since there is no time for charace 
ter development in ‘If I Had a Mil« 
lion,’ the women in the cast all hop 
to it as a series of caricatures, each 
one establishing her type in her 
very first scene by make-up, cos- 
tume and exaggeration. Nobody 
can stop to be logical. 

Mary Boland tears into a hougse- 
dress and an apron. She’s got to be 
a nagging housewife, and she’s got 
to be that quickly. Never mind if 
her chic blonde head is smartly 
waved, never mind the theatrical 
‘A’ that hurtles out of her dialog, 
nor can she help it if an apron 
somehow on her figure fits like a 
new fashion idea. 

Wynne Gibson is a fancy lady, 
good and fancy. A Joan Crawford 
‘Rain’ make-up, lots of silky blonde 
hair, sinuous black satin skirt, low- 
necked blouse with ruffles, bangles 
and a thorough, convoluting slink, 
As against there, a spinster’s neat- 


ness, disciplined poise, and back 
lace underthings quite handsome 
for the pickings from a sailors’ 


dive. 

As a rebellious inmate of an old 
ladies home, May Robson has so 
much energy, decisiveness and 
spirit, a person begins to wonder 
how she got there, why she isn’t 
running a paying tea-room, Alison 
Skipworth, who does run a paying 
tea-room, exhibits at times vague- 
ness, helplessness, and a concern 
with the glories of the past found 
more often in old ladies’ homes. 
Frances Dee and Blanche Frederici 
are obedient to their exaggerated 
direction no matter what they think 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


All the elements of good stage 
shows at the Par this week, but 
somehow they just don't jell. 


Largely it’s a matter of the femme 
contingent—of which Fannie Brice 
is the sole member—falling down. 
Miss Brice just doesn’t seem to fit, 
her two sones don’t sell, her humor 
doesn’t click. And she’s the only 
woman in the show. 

It’s too bad, too. George Jessel 
was never better than this week. 
He's been at the Paramount before, 
a dozen or so times, this past year, 
but never did he show himself so 
advantageously. 

Miss Brice is a bit hard to under- 
stand in this show. She's certainly 
been in vaudeville long enough and 
successfully enough to know what's 
good and what isn’t, what can be 
sold and what can’t. And the pic- 
ture house shows these days are not 
greatly different than vaudeville. 
But she comes on and sings a long 
tedious number about how various 
persons would handle a popular 
song on the radio, giving imitations 
of Betty Boop, a child entertainer, 
etcetera. Now, when Betty Boob 
imitates Fanny Brice, it’s amuse- 
ment; but when Fanny Brice imi- 
tates Betty Boop—that’s different. 
This may be an attempt on Miss 
Brice'’s part to sell herself to radio 
via.her stage showing, and if so, 
still inexcusable. Miss Brice is too 
great, and too important, an artist 
to allow this sort of thing to hap- 


pen. 
The current show is entitled 
‘Broadway Merry-Go-Round,” and 


it’s staged by Boris Petroff, who has 
done a pretty good job. Opens with 
the Bines girls.and boys (10 of each) 
in a neat line number, ,with Jessel 
rushing out immediately after for 
some quick chatter. He’s changed 
his style currently and very effec- 
tively. Working faster than ever, 
he’s using chatter around current 
situations, political and otherwise, 
giving an extemporaneous effect to 
his talk. It’s good. 

Miss Brice follows for that men- 
tioned imitation thing, which slows 
up the pace for a while, and then 


goes into an antiquated blackout 
vith Jessel. It has one distinction, 
this blackout. It’s probably the 


first time anyone attempted a black- 
out in modern times that’s clean. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin coming in 
at this point are a boon. This trio 
is fast, furious and insane. They 
don’t bother dancing any more. It’s 
straight mayhem and may the 
strongest Cannibal win. They’ve 
played every theatre in Times 
Square several times, and still get a 
reception on entrance. Which tells 
everything. 

Jessel now back in a song num- 
ber about that there depression 
business with a breadline and other 
details. It’s slow but okay because 
nicely staged and handled. Miss 
Brice back in a dialect song about 
the troubles of an understudy. The 
impression thing again, Miss Brice 
doing a beautiful takeoff on Sadie 
Thompson; but it’s a bit too pol- 
ished and concerty. 

Now a fast skit by Jessel. He 
heard it first at the Casino de Paris 
in Paris three years ago, and it’s 
been used in at least one Broadway 
revue since; but it’s very funny and 
as handled by Jessel just about the 
fun high spot in the show. 

Donald Novis on now for two 
songs, with the line of boys and 
girls back for the last chorus of a 
winter songs put on for all it’s 
worth in the way of stage flash by 
Petroff. 

For a finish, Jessel and Brice do 
a comedy number, Jessel in a blonde 
wig and skirts and Miss Brice in 
neat tails and a topper. No neces- 
sity or logic for this, but maybe it 
doesn’t matter. It’s 45 minutes in 
all, mostly good and some bad, but 
the poor parts standing out like sore 
toes. 

‘Inder Cover Man’ (Par) is the 
screen feature, and Jesse Crawford's 
organlog is sandwiched in between 
the stage show and Rubinoff’s pyro- 
technics. Kauf. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Dec. 2. 

A juggling quartet steals applause 
honors at the Knevels deluxer this 
week despite the fact that Vera 
Gordon is the headliner. A sweet 
and wholesome person, the motherly 
Miss Gordon strikes a strong femme 
appeal, but it’s the slapstick Four 
Normans who register heaviest. 
It’s something that can’t be ex- 
plained. Imperial stage presenta- 
tion is a fast-moving offering that 
gives good value for the money. 

Sidney Page, as m.c’ing comic, is 
all through the bill with a flock of 
male and femme stooges. It’s fast- 
moving merriment, but competish, 
for Miss Gordon, whose value lies 
in heart throbs. There’s a thin 
thread of story traveling through 
the current Imperial bill. Dance 
line opens in ‘one’ and goes to stage 
rehearsal with ballet in practice 
steps for side-mouth ad-libbing. 
Drop flies for reversible footlights 
and girls doing routine to upstage 
audience, not a new idea, but novel 
enough at six-month intervals. Next 
is the stage-door alley bia 

Backstage illusion continues, with 
giris sitting down to table at Miss 
Gordon's theatrical boarding house. 
She’s going to stage a show and 
boarders are in. It’s an excuse for 














step-outs for warbling and dancing, 
with Four Normans on for a jug- 
gling bit. Miss Gordon, scoring on 
dialect work, clinches with her 
classic bit from ‘Humoresqus,’ a 
tear-jerking piece that still holds 
appeal. Miss Gordon is in a black 
gown for downstage bit in ‘one.’ 

Ballet back before fullstage gar- 
den set for arm drills, girls in blue 
and silver gowns. Offstage warbling 
for skirt-flutterings and line into 
slow-tempo kick routine. Garden 
set flies with girls returning in 
scanty costumes before a crimson 
flame effect that is aided by light 
changes. Visual effect goes over 
nicely. 

This looks like the finale, and 
should be, but Sidney Page is back 
with two more stooges, one an acro- 
batic dancer and the other a blonde 
dumbdora with drawling repartee. 
Pair trail with a contorto. Finale is 
inexplicable. It’s a fullstage temple 
scene, with Miss Gordon appearing 
as a sort of head priestess. Line is 
on for a hotcha offering that goes 
on despite the admonitions and 
pleadings of Miss Gordon. The 18 
girls do another strip with Bacha- 
nalian finish leaving everyone a lit- 
tle bewildered. 

It’s still a good six bits worth and 
customers are satisfied. Standees 
at the back Yor the last show on 
opening night. Feature is ‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN). McStay. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Then there’s the question of eco- 
nomics. Economy and economics. 
The Fox theatre in Brooklyn has 
been in pretty bad shape for some 
time—as, for that matter, who 
hasn't? Managements have changed, 
but that swell old theatrical gag 
carries on. The show must go on. 
It’s on. Here’s one this current 
week. Whether it’s good or bad 
doesn’t matter much, because the 
theatre has gone economical. The 
wiring system is in bad shape. It 
would take several thousand dollars 
to fix the apparatus so that every- 
one could hear what was going on. 
Which is money. So the wiring 
hasn’t been fixed. And you can't 
hear the acts. But the shows con- 


tinue. Just a lesson in the differ- 
ence between economy and eco- 
nomics. 


‘Charlie Foy’s Bughouse’ is the 
name of the current F.&M. unit. 
Charlie Foy is a comedian. Unfor- 
tunately at the show caught (Sat- 
urday afternoon) only those in the 
audience who happened to have 
caught him previously knew how 
good he was. The others couldn't 
hear him. Maybe from the thea- 
tre’s standpoint that’s all right. But 
it does raise the question: Are ac- 
tors paid to draw or please? Or 
both? And how can they draw 
when they can’t please due to the 
theatre’s inefficient equipment. 

As it happens it’s a pretty good 
show. Foy and his stooges are 
doing just about the same act they 
did in vaudeville stretched out to 
unit time. With them for support 
purposes are Maxine Lewis, a bala- 
laika sextet, Tudy, a control dancer, 
and Tom and Betty Wonder. Mostly 
it’s Foy, however, and he's good, 
except when he’s telling gags. And 
then there’s no way of knowing 
whether he’s good or not because he 
can’t be heard beyond the first five 
rows. if the theatre removed those 
non-workable microphones, by the 
way, the actors might try to do 
something with their voices, but as 
is they don’t realize what they’re 
up against. 

Balalaika sextet is good for that 
sort of thing, and Foy gets some 
fun out of them by donning whis- 
kers on the lads. His half dozen 
stooges are loud, to say the least. 
Tom and Betty Wonder are a swell 
couple of kids. They're dancers, 
and neat. They were stuck in by 
the theatre to fatten the show. 
They don’t belong in the unit. And 
they do fatten the show indeed. 
They’re very clever. 

Maxine Lewis, as lovely a crea- 
ture as could be asked for, doesn’t 
get a break because of the same 
p.a. system. She sings two songs 
to fair results and clowns with Foy 
a bit, but is capable of much more. 

Tudy, the dancing lass, does some 
fine leg work, and a girl named or 
preferring to be named Flaschette 
does one whirligig thing for fair 
results towards the end. 

Only three girls used for posing 
purposes for the flash finish, which 
is not so good. A line would have 
helped considerably. 

Sam Jack Kaufman opens the af- 
fair with a swell overture. Just 
several pop numbers linked to- 
gether, and his boys go through it 
nicely. It’s a tough assignment that 
the pit leader in this house has. 
He’s asked not only to lead the pit 
lads and handle an overture, but do 
it with a minimized staff, and prac- 
tically with no advance notice or 
preparation. Kaufman has handled 
his job beautifully under those con- 
ditions, and the customers in 
Brooklyn can and do testify to that 
judging by his reception. 

30b West, organist, is back this 
week after a summer's absence and 
sot himself a hand. In nabes like 
this the community singing seems 
to mean something. 


Clara Bow in ‘Call Her Savage’ | Educational 
is the film feature, and the| Century,’ which is second rmte. 


(Fox) 
Fox newsreel fills out. Kawuf. 





! 





FHA HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 13 








——$———- 
———— -—— 


ROXY, NM. Y. 


New York, Dec. 2. 
Ia comparing the old Roxy to the 
present Roxy, there’s a big differ- 
ence in the shows, but there’s also a 
big different ia the overhead. The 


problem is trying to give ‘em a 
show that looks like the same 
money that was previously spent. 


It's a different problem, 

With a 1929 fiow of 
the house at ite cut could 
gross around $75,000 today. Its nut 
now ranges from $35,000 to $40,000, 
including film rental, and if doing 
$55,000, as last week with Clara 
Bow's ‘Call Her Savage,’ the going 
would be okay. Under that would 


also be black ink, but with the gross 
in the 30’s, as it’s often been lately, 
the color turns to crimson. 
Currently the feature is ‘Too Busy 
to Work’ 


customers 
scale 


has in his past two features, house 
will be lucky to break even. The 
new Rogers picture is going to do 
much better away from the Roxys 
of the country’s big keys. It has 
that small-town touch the small 
towns and home folks love. 

Frank Cambria, with his budget 
trimmed down to rock bottom, has 
a problem of his own to meet for 
the stage. Figuring that names are 
out of the question for the house 
and prohibited by salary gamble, 
Cambria must use what talent he 
can pick up ir line with money al- 
lowed him and turn somersaults in 
trying to retain that old Roxy punch 
and flavor. 

The effort from the stage end is 
worth the struggle. What the house 
needs mostly is film and strong 
selling of that along with theatre, 
stage show, etc. Unless big names 
are sought out fer the stage on per- 
centage, which would be the fairest 
way for any name to prove his or 
her value. 

Not that Cambria's un-named 
stage units are not very worthy in 
view of the restrictions placed upon 
him. But draft at the box office is 
what's needed more than anything 
else, and perhaps a name now and 
then would help. 

‘Silhouettes’ and ‘Milady’s Bou- 
quet,’ two big scenes from the main 
structure of the platform portion 
this week, with numbers in ‘one’ be- 
tween. Altogether it’s a unit which 
entertains pleasantly, though not 
getting anybody up to cheer. 

An abridged unit in itself is the 
‘Silhouettes’ opener. Full stage is 
used with characters on raised part 
of stage silhouetted against a rose 
cye. Catherine Littlefield, premier 
danseuse of the house, plus being 
director of the ballet, does a num- 
ber upstage with two men, all three 
made up as cats, 

One of the men later does a head 
stand on a revolving gadget, draw- 
ing a hand, following with a roller- 
skating exhibition on a _ circum- 
scribed circular surface. In each bit 
it’s a matter of skill, but topping 
everything in ‘Silhouettes’ is the fox 
terrier bit. 

Dog comes out from the wings on 
a ball, rolling it around the stage 
and finally off, returning for a bow 
and a series of flipflops, with no one 
in sight cueing him, Friday night’s 
audience voted the pooch the big 
novelty of the evening, proving that 
dogs do have their day. 

The Roxy ballet corps figure in a 
dance routine that warps no one's 
mitts, as does the Roxy Theatre 
Octet, which looks like the Alber- 
tina Rasch girls that were recently 
here. Or a copy of them, 

In the final number this same line 
of eight does a high-kicking spe- 
cialty, but one of the girls was a lit- 
tle tired Friday night. Keith Clark, 
32 Roxyettes and Raymond Baird 
are the tidbits in one. 

Clark does a Cardini with lighted 
cigs, finally bringing in a cigar and 
a pipe. An act of this kind loses 
much of its effect through the size 
of the Roxy. Baird, the other male 
single, specializes in clarinets, play- 
ing two at once for a finish. It gets 
him across safely after trying a hard 
number in which he goes 
grandstand. 

The 32 Roxyettes, not the Russel! 
E. Markert Roxyettes, but now un- 
der direction of Mary Read, are 
found in a conventional routine 
which neither thrills nor disap- 
points. The beautiful precision that 


once existed here with the Roxy's | 


long line o’ leg-lifters has lost 
something. 

Final full-stage number is pre- 
luded with Conrad Thibault singing 


‘I Bring a Rose’ to a posed girl, 


number figuring as motif through- | 


out and mixed vocal chorus later 
blending in. That chorus, the danc- 
ing octet, ballet corps and others 


are grouped on a slant and in such | 


a way as to suggest a rose. Effec- 
tive staging, rose breaking down as 
parts of its step downstage for rou- 
tines, finally coming together again 
for the finish. 
added for the finish behind 
flower, but it spoils rather than 
heightens the effect. The Santora 
Dolores Foursome, adagio dancers, 
included in the finale, They're oke, 
but have nothing new. 

Overture Edward MacDowell 
numbers, the newsreel Fox-Movie- 
tone’s as usual, and 
short, ‘Battle of 


the 


Chur. 


a 
wow rete ered dl Wes 


(Fox), with Will Rogers. | 
If Rogers draws no better than he} 


rather | 


A butterfly effect is | 
the | 


the filler an | 





NEWSREELS |i 











EMBASSY 


Yearly at this time about 50% of 
last vear’s program could be re- 
issued. There's the same Santa 
Claus, Ind.; the healthiest boy and 
cirl: the President buying the first 
Christmas seal; 
| beaches—and ducks and things. 


There's been so much material on 
beer, especially those views of brew- 
eries turning out the diluted foam, 
that a lot of folks regularly attend- 
ing the newsreel theatres will run 
to speaks for hard stuff when, and 
if, the government okays a couple 
of percents to the present formula. 

Not a pair of hands came together 
when Garner talked in generalities 
about repeal. Others spoke, and 
there was no hand. Boredom was 
apparent when the hundredth or 
more library view of a near-beer 
plant was resurrected. 

Of real interest to Broadway at 
the reel theatres was Al Smith's first 
appearance on the concert stage. 
For once the Embassy could not be 
accused of allowing a clip to over- 


irun. The Fox boys got everything 
and their editors used everything, 


and still there wasn’t enotigh; the 
audience wanted more. 

Where it witnessed the end of a 
perfectly recorded Berlin solo by 
Gigli in silence it had a hand for 
every vocalistic touch by Smith. 

Incidentally the criticism in the 
dailies that Smith was ahead and 
then behind the orchestra is unjust. 
According to the newsreel record- 
ing, Smith and the bandmaster were 
in perfect accord. 

Smith required ‘East Side’ to 
warm up on. When he launched into 
‘Bowery’ it was with a world of en- 
thusiasm. At the Luxer, Pathe'’s 
coverage was so clipped that it had 
little of the real spirit of the Smith 
concert debut. 

Wearing a cocked hat up the 
stairs, the Prince of Wales immedi- 
ately descended in a top piece with 
'a braided peak. How come? Was 
it a rapid-change act or did the reel 
use the return from some event 
other than the Belfast ceremony at 
which the silent title recited the 
Prince was attending? 

Billy Sunday and Mae West in 
Hollywood was without the expect- 
ed fire. The two just ‘yessed’ their 
way through the act. 

‘Fats’ McManus for the first time 
since he started phoney reporting 
took a dive Sat. afternoon. He 
yawned so often in reading the end 
of the football season that he had a 
lot of people yawning instead of 
laughing. 

Notre Dame-Army game wasn't 
well covered. There were less than 
the few highlights of the game or- 
dinarily reviewed in newsreel cover- 
age. Much of the interplay of the 
few maneuverings shown were con- 
fused, the camera moving about too 





plug for California | 


TRANSLUX 


Some of the best Mughs in news- 


reels are muffed chiefly because 
the contact man tried too hard. 
The natural laugh is the only laugh, 
ind when an individual or a group 
puts on what is obviously an act 
| the odds are against it 
There are illustrations of this in 
both houses this week. In the 
Luxer Paramount got the street's 





Saturday afternoon slant on 
hobo convention in Chi- 
eago. The delegates angle was a 
rmatural, but this was spoiled by a 
stereotyped talk from the chair that 
made the whole assignment register 


only 
the recent 


like a bit of college burlesque. The 
subject that was made a year or 
so ago was better, because it had 
less of the vaudeville stage and 


more of the true hobo. 

Stitch’ McCarthy can rate a col- 
umn in the N. Y. newspapers any 
morning he wants to extend him- 
self. On the Embassy screen, ex- 
cept for his Turpinesque eyes, he's 
a dud, because everything about 
the atmosphere, the placement of 
the chairs and the angles of the 
hats of his cohorts has that definite, 
technical, made-in-the-studio stamp. 
Had the Fox contact man just let 
‘Stitch’ and his sub-mayors get to- 


gether and lose themselves in a 
game of pinochle, as they did on 


this screen a year ago, there would 
have been the laughs Saturday that 
there were a year ago. 

Paramount titles a clip showing 
Hitler in a crowd, as he has been 
seen numbers of times, as signifying 
that he is headed for an audience 
with Hindenburg. When the flash 
is repeated it is after the Hinden- 
burg conference, All of which 
means nothing to an American 
audience. For all fans over here 
know the subject might have had 
Hitler going to and returning from 
a saloon, 

Other Luxer clips, in addition to 
three ancient shorts, included hun- 
ger marchers, state trooper borses, 
Nebrasko food fines, Pershing re- 
turning from France (with no com- 
ment), Texas oil fire, opera star at 
23, Jersey maternity hospital. after- 
math of Japanese typhoon. Waly, 


— 


rapidly; probably just too eager to 
show the ball. 

soth houses had: Florida golf; 
L. A. rodeo; ride of English royalty 
to Parliament; Trotsky; Vatican 
mosaic masterpieces. 

The Embassy also had: Women’s 
billiard tourney; Christmas carol 
singing in Japan; Beston girl ath- 
letes; Colgate-Brown football; L. A, 
wrestling; Graf Zep; Japanese Em- 
peror reviewing troops; Japanese 
minister; stars entertaining in Beth 
Abraham home; gold rush in Washe 
ington, Waly. 








FISHER, DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 2. 

Fred Evans has put together a 
pretty little show. With a little 
speeding up this one will be all 
right. A sightly show has a good 
chance of meaning something in this 
house where it would be lost at the 
Michigan. Talent is okay and used 
mostly for production, and it all 
helps. Lyons and Snyder and the 
St. Johns Bros, are doing their reg- 
ular acts, and the Dancing Adams 


and Henry Dunn and Conrad’s Pig- 
eons all fit very nicely into the pro- 
duction. 

As usual, three production num- 
bers are done. Playing three shows 
a day, plenty of time is available, 
consequently the extensive produc- 
tion. Also helps round out a show 
that can’t cost too much money, 

Opening number particularly 
tasteful. Colonial home setting and 
line divided into country gals and 
city salesmen. Lyrics special and 
by Merle Clark, bringing in the tune 
‘Doing the Town.’ Very well done 
and off with Wes and Lisa Adams 
|} doing a nice gavotte. On next in 
| same set is Conrad’s Pigeons per- 
} forming well, the high spot being 
the flight of the birds to the stage. 

The St. Johns Bros. next, offering 











} 
| work. Really well done and novel 
|; enough to get away from the strict- 
lly acro act. = 
Henry Dunn doing a couple of 
| ballads and into the next production 
}number, ‘Romance,’ with girls on 
| toes and very pretty. 

On next in one, Lyons and Snyder 
| duplicate their capable work when 
|} last seen at the Michigan. A stand- 
}ard act and suitable anywhere, act 








|; very attractive aerial and acrobatic | 


| has kept abreast of the times and 
changed material. | 
For the finale, Evans uses an idea 


that somehow has been used seldom | 
if ever locally in a picture house, A | 
; scene of a church steps with the; 
| bridesmaids and wedding couple. 


i} In this the wedding couple are the | 


| Adams, who go into a nice routine 
| All for a nice flash and curtain. 
Sam Benavie Harlem Fan- 


does 


| 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 2. 
As the Capitol ‘leans more and 
more toward straight variety with- 
out trimmings in its stage shows, 
the line of demarcation between 


presentations and regulation vaude- 
ville at this house becomes less and 
less distinct. This week it disap- 
pears entirely with an orthobox bill 
in style and running order. In ace 
tual policy the Capitol this week 
is a twin of Loew’s lesser Broad- 
way site, the State, although the 
class distinction remains. 

Headling the vaudfilm 
tion of the current vaudfilm ig 
3u-bu-bu-bing Crosby, while the 
Abe Lyman band in its eighth week 
here in recent months of doubling 
between pit and stage is featured. 
Bob Hope, who grabbed himself a 
Broadway rep in going from the 
four-a-day to ‘Ballyhoo,’ runs 
through the bill as m.c. 

3etty Jane Cooper and the Lath- 
3ros., aS a neat a full stage 
dancing act as van be found around, 
opens, and the bill stays convene 
tional with a novelty singing turn, 
tadio Rubes, No. 2. The Rubes are 
three men who help out atmospher- 
ically and as musical nccompanists, 
and a fourth man who does the 
work and is really the act. They're 
from radio, with a mike to prove it. 

Cass, Mack and Owen standordize 
the next spot with their expert falig 
and tumbling, with the show then 
going Crosby out in ‘one’ The 
mike takes another kicking around, 


po re 


Iup 


Croshy was in good voice Friday 
night, baritoning his way over 
easily, and later repeating in the 
finale with the Lyman band. He's 
| carrying a guitarist, whose swell 
Strumming detracts at first, but 
eventually helps out the Crosby 
singing. 

The Lyman band on the stage as 
the closer does three numbers, all 
hot. 

Hope contributes a bit between 
each act, besides announcing. He 
scatters his mixed stooges all 
around, alternating them between 

|; the side boxes and the stage. For 
| the two boys cross-firing from op- 
posite shelves in this wide aud{- 
torium it was like shouting aer 3s 


tasy,’ collection of Harlem tunes for | 
|}a standout effect. Siegel does his 
}usual pleasing organ solo. Lee. } 


(Continued on page 21) 
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SIGN OF THE CROSS 


Cecil B. DeMille production (which he 
also directed) and Paramount release 
Fredric March Claudette Colbert, Elis=a 
Landi, Charles Laughton featured. Adapted 
by Waldemar Young and Sidney Buchanan 
from the play by Wilson Barrett. Karl 
Struss, photog At the Rialto, New York 
at $1.50 top, two-a-day, commencing Nov. 
30. Running time, 124 mins. 

Marcus SuperbusS.......... Fredric March 
POPPRC. ..ccccccccces ese-Claudette Colbert 
Mercia. ..ccccccccesctececs++-- ssa Landi 
BUOTO. .. cc cccccceccceesece Charles Laughton 
Tigellinus...cscccsssece Odeccneods Ian Keith 
Dseccavese eevesccoecs Harry Beresford 
v) . SEPT PTUTTITITT Ltt Arthur Hohl 
Stephanus...e.. eescococcco emmy Conien 
BPGER se ccccscvces rrr TTTirir. Vivian Tobin 
abrio.....ses eccces Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Ancaria...sses COSCCeCccciocs Joyzelle Joyner 





If there is such a thing as a $1.50 
roadshow in celluloid in these 
times this is it. ‘Sign of the Cross, 
through which Cecil B. DeMille re- 
turned to the business end of a 
megaphone, is the nearest approach 


to a twice-daily picture at twice- 
daily prices that Hollywood has de- 
livered in a long, long while. 

Later on general release and lower 
down in the price scale it should be 
a hit picture. That will soften the 
blow in the event of a road brox 

‘Cross,’ firstly, has spectacle of a 
type they havn’t seen in a long 
time, and, secondly, it has a double 
action scenario. The latter is going 
to stir up some two-sided sentiment 
wherever shown. It’s going to make 
the church element dizzy trying to 
figure out which way to turn. The 
plot takes longshot chances with 
meddlers, much of it being some 
of the boldest censor-bait ever at- 
tempted in a pictur«. 

But while the chances are being 
taken every now and then, they re- 
main superficial, while basically the 
theme plays safe on and finally 
makes victorious the straight re- 
ligious precept. 

Religion trumphant over pa- 
gzanism. And the soul is stronger 
than the flesh. Religion gets the 
breaks, even though its followers 
all get killed in this picture. It’s 
altogether a moral victory. 

Neat, deft and probably beyond 
reproach is the manner in which the 
scarlet punches are inserted. Every 
sequence in which religion wins out 
is built upon lurid details. The 
censors may object to the method, 
but they can’t oppose the motive, 
and in the way ‘Cross’ was pro- 
duced one can’t be in without the 
other. _ 

For example, the handsome Pre- 
fect of Rome (Fredric March) sees 
that he can’t get to first base with 
the Christian maiden (Elissa Landi), 
so he calls in the village temptress, 
Ancaria (Joyzelle Joyner), for help. 
Ancaria is described as the hottest 
zal in town. ‘The most versatile’ 
is the phrase used. She uses her 
arts on Miss Landi. In the street 
the other Christian martyrs are 
marching to their doom, singing 
hymns bravely as they go. Their 
chants disrupts and finally drowns 
out the temptress’ routine, and she 
strikes the unmoved Miss Landi in 
the face, Then, having lost, she 
walks. 

This occurs during the last half 
of the picture and is the strongest 
plea for reverence up to then. It 
represents religion’s first victory 
ever pagan oppression insofar as 
this narrative goes, and was staged 
in such a way that the moral cannot 
get over if the build-up is cut. 

Besides Ancaria, who sounds like 
‘Aunt Carrie’ as the dialog is read 
but who looks and acts like an Em- 
pire wheel stripper, there is Charles 
Laughton’s expert Nero, who 
doubles as the degenerate emperor 
and musical pyromaniac as Rome 
burns. That he plays the lyre in- 
stead of the fiddle refutes a popular 
myth. He blames the fire on the 
Christians, and that’s the reason for 
all the killings. 

It’s likely more trouble will come 
from the women than the censors. 
Some attempts herein to horrify for 
theatrical effects and dramatic re- 
sults are unprecedented on the 
screen. The slaughter by bow and 
arrow of the Christians as they meet 
for forbidden prayer on the out- 
skirts of the city is done in minute 
detail and pretty ghastly, but it’s 
just an appetizer. Prior to that the 
offscreen torture of a boy by Roman 
soldiers and then a view of his 
wounded body are bad enough. 

Most of the last half is taken up 
with a bloody festival staged by 
erazy Caesar in the arena. When it 
seems the limit in horror has been 
reached, on comes another exhibi- 
tion of artistic and novel murder 
until the closing of the show with 
the devouring of the Christians by 
lions. Miss Landi meets the lions, 
accompanied by the now worshipful 
March, whose attempts to save the 
girl are thwarted by the jealous 
Mrs. Nero, who was on the make 
for March herself. 

The slaughter opens with gladi- 
ators poking out each others’ eyes 
and cutting each other to pieces 
with swords and pitchforks. Ele- 
phants crush the heads of chained 
men, crocodiles devour and gorillas 
mangle undraped women, boxers 
with spiked gloves dash out their 
opponents’ brains and Amazon 

women pierce dwarfs through the 
middle and carry them aloft on their 
spears. Nothing is left to incom- 
plete suggestion. Everything is 


shown in detail as far as it can be. 
Most of it will be nearly nauseat- 

Ing to those with sensitive stomachs. 

But all of it is holding. 


It makes 
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the heart pound faster for almost & 
solid hour, and although the first 
thought may be to turn away, there 
is something in the brutal slaughter 


that nails fascinated attention. 
Because this takes place at the far 
end it will leave all audiences with 
a depressive feeling. But it will 


cause them to talk, regardless, and 
that talk will attract others. ‘Cross’ 
will get as much attention and trade 
as a curiosity than as an entertain- 
ment. 

Cast is uniformly good, but only 
one exceptional performance was 
registered. That’s Laughton’s. With 
utmost subtlety and a minimum of 
effort he manages to get over his 
queer character before his first ap- 
pearance is a minute old. The few 
laughs in a picture that’s very weak 
in the comedy department are all 
Laughton’s. 

Misses Colbert and Landi and 
Messrs. March and Keith are called 
upon chiefly to look their parts, and 
they manage. Frequently some 
badly written and often silly dialog 
holds them down. This is true in 
the early moments, when there's 
more talk than action. Gradually 
the chatter becomes less of a factor 
in the story’s progress, with every- 
thing toward the finish hinging on 
sight and sound effects. 

Among the supers are some fa- 
miliar faces that haven't been seen 
lately. 

DeMille staged his spectacle in his 
customary way, turning in a job 
that for sight stuff hasn’t been du- 
plicated since the silent picture 
days. His eye for extravagant pro- 
duction effects and secret of getting 
the most out of mobs so as to make 
a regiment look like an army, have 
not left him. Mrs. Nero’s (Miss Col- 
bert) bath in a pool of asses’ milk 
just gives a slight hint. 

If any picture around just now 
has a chance to go out and get big 
money it is ‘Sign of the Cross.’ Bige. 


IF I HAD A MILLION 


Paramount production and release with 
all-star cast and all-star directors. Adapt- 
ed from a story by Robert D. Andrews with 
the following scenarists contributing to 
the episodic continuity: Claude Binyon, 
Whitney Bolton, Malcolm Stuart Boylan, 
John Bright, Sidney Buchman, Lester Cole, 
Isabel Dawn, Boyce DeGaw, Walter De 
Leon, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Harvey Gates, 
Grover Jones, Ernst Lubitch, Lawton 
Mackall, Joseph L. Mankiewicz, Wm. 
Slavens McNutt, Seton I. Miller, Tiffany 
Thayer. Directors include Ernest Lubitsch, 
Norman Taurog, Stephen Roberts, Norman 
McLeod, Jas. Cruze, Wm. A. Seiter, H. 
Bruce Humberstone, At the Rivoli, N. Y., 
commencing Dec. 2, Running time, 85 


mins, 
Principals are Gary Cooper, Geo. Raft, 
Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack 


Oakie, Frances Dee, Charlie Ruggles, Ali- 
son Skipworth, W. C. Fields, Mary Boland, 
Roscoe Karns, May Robson, Gene Ray- 
mond, Lucien Littlefield, Richard Bennett. 





The best episodic picture is still 
the one Marshall Neilan made in 
1921, ‘Bits of Life,’ but this one isn’t 
half bad. No world beater, but it 
won’t bore. The episodes depicting 
what certain type individuals would 


do if they had $1,000,000 are not 
without their moments, some, of 
course, more effective than others. 
With so many cooks concerned, 
this cinematic porridge is naturally 
replete with a diversity of season- 
ings. Just who’s responsible for 
which sequence isn’t disclosed in 
the press book, although the scene 
with Laughton giving his boss a 
lusty Bronx cheer, upon becoming 
one of the $1,000,000 beneficiaries, is 
said to be 100% Lubitsch in writing 
and direction. 

We thus see Wynne Gibson in her 
formula scarlet woman type (why 
don’t they make an honest woman 
of this swell trouper, just for a nov- 
elty?), visualizing her inhibited yen 
by checking into the swellest hotel, 
taking the swellest suite, and going 
to bed solo, even unto locking up 
the twin pillow which decorates the 
bed. There’s another touch, where 
(and this is probably lost on many) 
she enjoys the novelty of hitting 
the hay and taking her stockings 
off. Incidentally Miss Gibson is 
tres trim and has gotten herself 
down to a svelte figure. 

Raft’s million is worthless because 
he is a fourth-time offender for for- 
gery, and none believes his signa- 
ture on the certified check. 

Similarly Cooper-Oakie-Karbs as 
the triumvirate of marines look at 
the million dollar check received by 
Cooper, and also observe that it’s 
April 1 on the calendar, and that’s 
that. Gene Raymond gets his mil- 
lion en route to the electrocution 
chamber. 

May Robson converts the old la- 
dies’ home in which she’s a ‘guest’ 
into a clubhouse, when her million 
arrives, and bakes pies for Rchard 
Bennett, who plays the eccentric 
millionaire who had hit upon the 
telephone directory potshot idea as 
a means for distributing his wealth, 
while alive, rather than among the 
family vultures in the drawing room 
below who have been waiting for 
him to die, before sharing in an an- 
ticipated legacy. 

Ruggles’ sequence has about the 
longest footage, while Laughton’s 
Bronx cheerio is the snappiest, and 
probably most effective Ruggles’ 
inhibition is to shatter the china in 
the crockery shop which employs 
him and likewise gives his boss the 
big razoo. AS soon as he inherits 
that million he gives vent to all 
these suppressed desires. 

W. C. Fields and Alison Skipworth 





man a vanguard of used flivvers as 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
Spectacular Cecil DeMille pro- 
duction, marking that direc- 
tor’s comeback, that will cause 
talk and draw business. Profits 
on general release seem as- 
sured, regardless of results on 
initial $2 roadshowing. If pic- 
tures are still salable for $2, 
this has better chance in that 





field than any film in long 
while. 
‘4f | Had a Million’ (Par). 


Episodic all-star production to 
which 18 scenarists and seven 
different directors contributed 
to depict what certain people 
would do with $1,000,000. Not 
uninteresting, but spotty in 
retrospect. Multiple credits 
the best b. o. factor, plus the 
exploitive possibilities. 

‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 
Will Rogers as a sentimental 
tramp. Should do better in 
smaller towns and countryside 
though not better than previ- 
ous Rogers’ release in big keys. 
A homey story of programmer 
weight. 

‘Under-Cover Man’ (Par). 
Latest George Raft gangster 
meller. Fair grosses indicated. 

‘Rockabye’ (Radio). Moder- 
ate grosser on appeal for wom- 
en sympathy and Constance 
Bennett in a tearful role. Best 
for the neighborhood mats. 


‘Mask of Fu Manchw’ (Metro). 
Erstwhile mysterious Dr. Fu 
converted into a monster- 
maniac by Boris Karloff. Im- 
probable theme and situations 
hurt its chances. 

‘Trailing the Killer’ (W-W). 
Excellent and different. A 
strictly original production not 
to be confused with jungle 
stuff from film libraries. 











the means to attack the road hogs 
who engender the other motorists, 
by running them up the sidewalks 
and into wrecks themselves. (This 
episode fetched audible approval 
from neighboring motorists who 
seemingly nurtured the same inhibi- 
tions). 

Jerky, episodic and unsatisfying is 
the manner in which none of the 
episodes is carried to any conclu- 
sion, the diversity of the topics 
makes for the best box office appeal 
the picture possesses. However, its 
commercial appeal is destined to be 
as spotty as is the celluloid footage, 
for all the technical excellence of 
everything about it. 

‘Million’s’ possibilities for bally- 
hoo with contests on the idea, etc., 
should have much to do with its 
local popularity. The all-star thing 
alone, while an asset, will not carry 
it alone, Abel. 


MICHE 


(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Paramount (Joinville) production and re- 
lease. Direction, Jean de Marguenat; story, 
Etienne Rey; music, Lionel Cazaux; lyrics, 
Jaques Monteux and Jacques Reale, At the 
Fifth Ave, Playhouse on grind run begin- 
ning Dec. 3. Running time, 80 mins. 


Micheline......-. cocccecevess Usy Vernon 
Jaques PeyriereS..sccess.ss. Robert Burnier 
Mme. Sorbier......ssee+-Marguerite Moreno 
Comtesse Eser@..escesess+s.-+-Edith Mera 


Mme. Caperzaud......-Magdelaine Berubet 
Mon. Demaze.. ..-Dranem 





Exceptionally good French pro- 
grammer, though hopeless for the 
non-French, Begins more and more 
to look as though Bob Kane and his 
folks at Joinville have finally got 
their combinations figured out and 
can turn out the kind of product 
that French customers want. It’s 
cheap production that doesn’t look 
cheap, and psychologically built for 
Gallic taste. 

Not very much to the story, one 
of those things of a boy and a girl 
and their efforts to arouse each 
other’s jealousies. It’s the handling 
and treatment that sell the film. 
Dranem as the comic is much bet- 
ter than would have been hoped for 
by those remembering his plays. 
He's really very funny in an obvi- 
ous but satisfying sort of way. This 
is the first of his films to find its 
way across the Atlantic and ex- 
plains very quickly and easily why 
he has become a b.o, Magnet in 
Paris. Marguerite Moreno, playing 
opposite him, is equally effective. 

The love episodes are left in the 
hands of Suzy Vernon, who looks a 
good deal like Lila Lee and is quite 
charming, and Robert Burnier, who 
is a French idea of a collar-ad hero. 

Conple of cute, though completely 
local, songs help rather than hinder, 
as is usual. 

Some bad censor cuts hurt the 
eontinuity as shown in New York. 
Distributors ought to take a couple 
hours off and do some more cutting 
to make the thing run smoothly. 





Kauf. 


WHERE IS THIS GIRL? 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(With Songs) 
London, Nov. 20. 
A British Lion film production, released 
through British Lion Film Corporation. 
Directed by Lazlo Vajda and Victor Han- 
In cast: Marta Eggert, Wendy Bar- 
rie, Owen Nares, Geo. K. Arthur, Gibb Mc- 
Laughlin, Robert Hale. Running time, 75 
mins. Previewed Phoenix theatre, London, 


Nov. 17. 


This is the first musical talker 
composed by Franz Lehar. That 
should mean a lot, but in this in- 
stance it doesn’t, for the reason that 
the theme ditty is not sufficiently 
catchy. The whole thing just es- 
capes being another English picture 
triumph. Everything within reason 
was apparently done for it, never- 
theless it misses. 

Why does it miss? Because the 
commercial side of show business is 
always imitative. You don’t have 
to be told that directly a certain 
type of picture scores a success the 
market is inundated with imita- 
tions. We shall go on over here 
attempting to make duplicates of 


‘Sunshine Susie’ until something 
new in the way of a success mani- 
fests, whereupon these German mu- 
sicals will be out of favor. 

British Lion should not be 
ashamed of ‘Where Is This Girl?’ 
They have dug up a good story, and 
if Lehar hasn't given them a knock- 
out theme, the luck is against them. 
But they have gone ahead with what 
material they had and produced it 
with skilled technique and a splen- 
did cast 

We have the story of a young 
Berlin bank president confronted by 
his directors with the information 
the bank is broke. They tell him 
his only chance is to become be- 
trothed to the daughter of a de- 
ceased Viennese bank president. He 
is persuaded to visit Vienna, and 
the girl's mother is waiting to 
snatch him up. Accompanied by his 
lawyer, an appointment is made for 
the following day, and this being his 
‘last night of freedom,’ he buys two 
for the opera and calls up one after 
another of his old sweeties, only to 
discover they are unavailable. In 
desperation he drops one ticket out 
of the window, in the hope of secur- 
ing a pleasurable companion for the 
evening, and unearths a charming 
girl. Romance, of course. 

Meantime the girl he is to call on 
the next day is having a hectic love 
affair with the flute player in the 
orchestra, enacted by George K. 
Arthur. A splendid publicity stunt 
for the picture is already made. 
Having what is described as his 
last night of freedom, the girl goes 
home without giving him her name 
or address. All he possesses in the 
way of identification is a silhouette 
postcard cut by a pavement artist 
in the cafe where they are seated. 
To find her the town is marched by 
sandwichmen with enlarged produc- 
tions of the silhouette, and bearing 
the caption, ‘Where is this lady?” 
and advising anybody who could 
give information to communicate 
with the young man at his hotel. 

The two lawyers, one acting for 
the Berlin bank and the other for 
the Viennese, are delightful. They 
are in the hands of Gibb McLaugh- 
lin and O. B. Clarence. Marta Eg- 
gert is set down as a Hungarian 
blonde. All right for a bit, but not 
as a star, and it is stretching mat- 
ters a little to have Robert Hale as 
her father be sympathetic with a 
cockney accent, while Marta, on be- 
ing implored by her typical English 
lover in the perdon of Owen Nares, 
replies, ‘I vill come weez you.’ 

George K. Arthur is the bashful 
suitor and Ellis Jeffreys the schem- 
ing Viennese mother. 

There is an excellent finish. The 
two couples elope to Berlin and are 
followed by the lawyers and par- 
ents. Arriving at the Berlin bank, 
they find it had already been emp- 
tied of the furniture, and the hero 
conceives the idea of converting the 
premises into a cabaret restaurant 
along the lines of one he saw in 
Vienna, called ‘The Pirates’ Den.’ 
Arthur leads the band; Nares is a 








TOO BUSY TO WORK 


Fox production and release. Stars Wil 
Rogers. Directed by John Blystone. From 
‘Jubilo,’ story by Ben Ames Williams, with 
adaptation and dialog by Barry Conners 
and Philip Kiein. Photography by Charles 
Clarke. Sound by Bugene Grossman. at 
Roxy, N. Y., for week starting Friday, 
Dec. 2 Running time, 76 mins. 

Tubile. ccecescecersessceeeceses>Will Rogerg 
Rose ececccoccocceccccescoces Marian Nixon 
Dan...eceess eee eee eee etree Dick Powell 
Judge Hardy..ecsecesses: Frederick Burton 
Axel...ces sessessese..Constantine Romanoff 
Sheriff. .cccscccseceseesss+Dougias Cosgrove 
Mammy...+...++ ereccacecees-LOUuise Beavers 
Under Sheriff...secccsseessses> Jack O'Hara 





Box-office draft of the Wil? Rog. 
ers name not being what it used to 
be, what he does in this picture will 
have to be stressed. He’s a lazy 
hobo, genial in character and a little 
shy, but a hobo the folks will like, 
In the big keys Rogers’ latest will 
not do so well as in the smaller 
towns, There and out in the open 
spaces, such as in the southwest, 
where anything with Rogers goes 
over, better than average business 
may be figured on. 

There is no big punch in ‘Too 
Busy to Work.’ It’s merely a home- 
spun yarn around a tramp whose 
destination is the home of the man, 
now famous, who years before ran 
away with his wife and daughter, 
It may be a discrepancy or an in- 
consistency that anyone as lazy as 
the hobo Rogers plays would be am- 
bitious enough to look for a lost 
wife, but chances are no one will 
mind this. 

It’s the traditional urge against 
work of most knights of the road, 
together with a slouchy free-and- 
easy manner fitting Rogers, that 
makes “Too Busy to Work’ an en- 
tertaining can of celluloid. And 
that’s regardless of the programmy 
melodrama that has found its way 
into the story. 

This is dragged in when Rogers 
witnesses a bank robbery involving 
the son of the country judge who 
lured away his friend wife while he 
was away to war. It develops that 
the son was an innocent party and 
is going to marry the girl, who, un- 
known to her, is Rogers’ daughter 
now grown up. 

In advising the youth how to han- 
dle the cops, Rogers gets an oppore- 
tunity to indulge some.of his homely 
philosophy, which with the star as 
a tramp perhaps applies better in 
this case than in some previous 
chiracters. 

Story has the girl fixing it for 
Rogers to work around her father’s 
ranch doing odd jobs. How reluct- 
antly he goes about it, dodging as- 
signments, provides much of the 
comedy background. When Rogers 
tries to get sentimental and tends 
to wax heartbroken over being so 
near and yet so far from his flesh 
and blood, he sometimes appears 
away off the sure road, There may 
be a little too much of that side to 
the characterization. 

The star is the whole picture. His 
support is headed by Marian Nixon 
as the daughter, Dick Powell the 
stepbrother-fiance, and Frederick 
Burton the Judge. Throughout, 
mainly by the Judge, there is too 
great a deference for the tramp who 
slinks into their lives no matter who 
he is. Of the support, Miss Nixon 
far outshines the others. 

Action is spread over about a 
week, with Rogers on the fadeout 
taking to open road again, satisfied 
at having rubbed elbows with his 
daughter again and having helped 
decorate his former wife’s grave. 

Characteristic of Rogers, there’s 
one wisecrack about Wall Street, 
In another bit when a dog has him 
up a tree, Rogers addresses it as 


Herbie, Cal, Garner and finally 
Roosevelt, smart-cracking around 
that. But it’s okay and no one will 


mind. Char. 





sort of floor manager; Eggert is thé 
principal entertainer; the banker’s 
widow from Vienna (whose bank 
has also smashed) is cashier; the 
Berlin lawyer is a waiter, and the 
Viennese lawyer mixes the drinks. 
As before remarked, just eludes 
that indefinable line between sure 
success and uncertainty. Produes 
tion from all angles excellent. Jola 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Rockabye’ (Radio). 


toity costumes and sets. 


‘Under Cover Man’ (Par). 
by level-headed, 
for the girls. 

‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 


hinterlands have it. 


first and last episodes. 


jladies a lively time. 





‘The Mask of Fu Manchu’ (MGM). 
hair-raising devices, unstinting in its mad production, this latest Fu 
Manchu ean take care of the audience built up by its predecessors, 


Only a great love for 
make this lagging slowness acceptable. 


cab: Despite the many times they've seen this noblé 
renunciation rubber-stamp more clearly printed on the screen, the gald 
will want to see it again for Constance Bennett in exceptionally hoity- 





More childishly fantastic in its 





Old style crime meller brought up to date 
Sphinx-like George Raft, 


Suspenseful entertainment 





Will Rogers can 
Fortunately the matrons of thé 





‘if | Had a Million’ (Par). Good audience fare diluted by weakness of 
So many cooks create a product sometimes too 
Wise, sometimes too obvious, but enough action and splendor to give the 
The girls really prefer to stick with one set 0 
characters they like throughout a whole film. 
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UNDER-COVER MAN | :xtresses. ‘This one’s name is June | MASK OF FU MANCHU | 22 muck more effective with such | ° 
Filmer, and her performance is one a subject to handle. The directing | 
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ures George R:z and Nancy Carroll. i- scenes ¢ sincinge Boris Karloff featured. Directed by Charles avine stick stori Pacts. | 
a James Flood; screen play, Garrett ard — nes as RENE her doll to Brabin. Sax Rohmer story, adapted by having to stick to historical yen, 
ort and Francis Faragoh; adapted by | Sleep and weeping violently when | jrene Kuhn, Edgar Allen Woolf and John | 2nd yet the atmosphere seemed ar- 
Thomson Burtis from s story by John}the cruel orphanage matron tears/ Willard. At the Capitol, New York, week | tificial and unreal. 
Wilstach; photography, Victor Milner. At “+r awav from ar «6chbeautiful new | of Dec. 2. Running time, 68 minutes. Success o icture in Vienna 
the Paramount, N. Y., on grind, week Dec. ner away on net ae aaa Or" Dr. Fu. Manchu........ eovers Boris Karloff | ; “¢ a ee 4 . ator ‘GREAT HOKUM MYSTERY’ 
4. Running time, 74 mins, mama, two incidents in which, you'd Nayland Smith Lewis Stone | /8 moderate, and its appeal abroad ’ ' N it 
Silat  DastGW . occccscescvceces George Raft | Know, would be in such a story. Fo eS ide 6s. seen Karen Morley | Will probably be limited to Austrians Johnnie Walker Novelty 
sore Madigan. sscceeeseeers wowed Cosvels Jobyna Howland completes the Terrence Granville...-..... Charles Starrett | and Germans who remember hear- | 20 Mins. 
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Maemmethh MAROR..cdececescccccess Lew Cody | beautifully mrnaged bit of trouping Sir Lionel Barton. .Lawrence Grant they were children. In Austria it- | Educational 
| sneee¥eeeenies Noel Francis|as the slightly tipsy, but terribly | mcieod.........../2.......David Torrence | self the Hapsburg glamour is past — ' . 
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Number three in the series on the 
rise of George Raft. And a point 
at which the danger signal goes on. 
He's all there, is Raft. His current 
effort will meet with just as much 
success as his past films, getting a 
pretty fair profit in most houses 
without becoming ultra-strong box- 
office. But after this, what? Hence 
the danger signal. 

It's the umpteenth expose film on 
Par's list and deals with bond 
stealing. Lew Cody and Gregory 
Ratoff are the wicked boys who 
steal bonds and kill people in order 
to do it. Raft’s father is one of 
those killed and Nancy Carroll's 
brother is another, so they join 
hands to get the mob. Raft be- 
comes a police undercover man and 
manages to lick the tough boys, 
killng one and having the other ar- 
rested. 

It’s pretty fast stuff and fairly 
well handled despite a couple of 
very bad gaps. Been clipped five 
minutes since previewed on the 
coast, and could stand some more 
clipping for tightening purposes. 

Ratoff cast as a tough gangster, 
fiialect and all, is pretty hard to 
pelieve, the inclination (at least for 
the first few reels) being to laugh 
at him when he gets toughest. It’s 
probably no worse’ miscasting 
than to have the Carroll lass try to 
act a wise moll. Maybe Lew Cody, 
the wisest of all heavies, fell for 
her line, but most of the audience 
doesn't. Cody, of course, has a 
cinch with the head of the mob as- 
signment. William Janney in a 
walk through shows quite a lot, 
sending his future value up high. 

Raft is the same character as al- 
ways, suave, good-looking, slow and 
somehow impressive. But the char- 
acterization is beginning to wear 
just a bit thinnish. With the great- 
est danger that Par will try to 
change it in the next picture and 
then—! 

Productionally the film is all that 
can be asked. : Kawuf. 


ROCKABYE 


Radio Pictures production and release 
arring Constance Bennett. Directed by 
eorge Cukor. From the play by Lucia 
Bronder, with adaptation by Jane Murfin 
and Kubec Glasmon. Camera, Charles 
Rosher; sound recorder, Clem Portman; 
film editor, George Hively. Ass’t director, 
Wred Spencer. At the Mayfair, New York, 


Dec. 2. Running time, 70 mins. 
paar **oossennwenionthe COUaEEe Bennett 
ell... ccccecscccescccccsccccee COM MoCrea 


De Sola..sccccscccseccecseess++sraul Lukas 
Howard, .sccccevccsccceses. Walter Pidgeon 
BnOOKS...cccvecccessserss - SODYNA Howland 
Mrs. Poll. coscccvvecess Virginia Hammond 
DUNN. .cccceccecssevessseeses Walter Catlett 
Zllydet.ccccccecceesecececces coe Filmer 
Dugan .ccesecessercoeseeeeed, M,. Kerrigan 





This picture has one big asset, a 
sentimental heroine in a role that 
would attract feminine interest, plus 
Constance FPennett, which means 
something to the femme trade. 

Production is fair program run of 
material, completely gone wrong on 
the executive side. Its editorial 
treatment is satisfactory if not 
especially brilliant, and the subject 
matter itself is promising enough. 
Rightly handled, it should bring in 
even grosses all the way down the 
line, with special appeal to the 
neighborhood feminine clienteles, 
where it could have been success- 
fully sold on its sentimental angle 
of the great actress who has climbed 
to the heights from the gutter, only 
to be balked in her days of triumph 
by frustrated mother love and the 
necessity for self-sacrifice to save 
the man she loved from unhappi- 
ness. 

That summary sounds a little 
more maudlin than the story actu- 
ally is, but it’s sobby enough at that. 
However, the playing of the leading 
role is neatly turned by Miss Ben- 
nett, who gets all the tears possible 
out of it without ever letting her 
grip on the character slip. Thing is 
plentifully hoked up in a theatrical 
sense, but this actress is one of the 
few who can somehow achieve con- 
viction in just such stagey things 
by virtue of a certain audacity of 
stilted playing. Anyhow, she and 
her yearning heroine dominate the 
picture, and she is accountable for 
practically all its merits. 

Story being aimed for the femme 
fans first and all the time, it was 
wise to surround the star with a lot 
of expert players, especially young 
McCrea, who does handsomely by 
an extraordinarily passive male lead 
and does it by the simple device of 


merely walking his stalwart and 
govod-looking person through it. 
Paul Lukas contributes to the 


strength of the cast, playing a diffi- 
dent suitor with that Continental 
elegance of which he is probably the 
screen's master. 





Finally there are several long se- 
quences which give full play to all} 
the possibilities there are in baby} 


ROME EXPRESS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 20. 

Gaumont British production and release. 
Directed by Walter Forde. In cast: Esther 
Ralston, Joan Barry, Hugh WillNams, Con- 
rad Veidt, Donald Calthorp, Harold Huth, 
Gordon Harker, Cedric Hardwicke, Frank 
Vosper, Muriel Aked, Finlay Currie, Eliot 
Makeham. Length, 8,400 feet; approx. 
running time, 95 mins. Previewed Tivoli 
theatre, London, Nov. 16. 





‘Rome Express’ as a title suggests 
‘Shanghai Express.’ As more than 
one person made the same observa- 
tion here, it is probable such an idea 
may enter the heads of native pic- 
turegoers. If so, they cannot be 
blamed, and it is also probable that 
when they see it their preconceived 
idea will be confirmed. 

‘Rome Express’ is the first film 
from the new Gaumont British stu- 
dios at Shepherd’s Bush, London. It 
is one of the best pictures made in 
this country, and, all things con- 
sidered, one of the best feature pic- 
tures ever made anywhere. The 
cast is impressive. No Hollywood 
all-star aggregation could have done 
better. The technique is Conti- 
nental. 

Story takes considerable footage 
to get under way, for the reason 
that it is necessary to plant the 
strong characters. When it does 
get started it moves along sequen- 
tially and includes drama, crime, 
murder and a modicum of comedy. 
Entire action takes place on train 
from Paris to Rome. No detail is 
lacking, and apparently no expense 
was spared. If anything, the only 
criticism to be made is the non- 
sacrifice of detail. It must have 
broken the director’s heart to have 
cut as much as he did, but another 
15 minutes would have speeded up 
the picture materially. 

Anybody familiar with the pedi- 
grees of the aforementioned cast 
will realize Gaumont British had 
given carte blanche to the casting 
director. Even then it was a very 
smart job, because often money can 
be spent on names without obtain- 
ing the best results. In this in- 
stance the results could not have 
been bettered. Despite this, inside 
gossip states the cost of the picture 
was well under $150,000. In Holly- 
wood it would have cost about 
double that sum. 

‘Rome Express,’ properly exploit- 
ed, should be a tremendous success 
in America. It is a certain hit in 
England. Jolo. 


TRAILING THE KILLER 


B F. Zejdman 





\e production released 
through World Wide. Directed by Herman 
Cc. Raymaker. Story, Jackson Richards. 
At the Gaiety, New York, beginning Dec. 
1. Running time, 04 mins. 
Lo TYTTITITTLT TTT ttre Caesar, dog 
Pierr@® secseceeseeseses Francis McDonald 
Windy coccccccccsscccsees,- Heine Conklin 
Pedro. .cccccccccevvccesccs SOO de la Cruz 
eeee-Peter Rigas 





This shouldn't be confused with 
the average jungle picture. It’s far 
too good for that. ‘Trailing the 
Killer’ as a whole is in a class by 
itself. It is a great picture and will 
entertain all classes of fans. 

Making ‘Killer’ must have been a 
difficult job. It required patience 
and more patience to get the dogs 
to register in such a way that audi- 
ences subconsciously would liken 
them to human beings doing human 
things. 

There is a real continuity. The 
action never becomes sidetracked, 
as frequently happens in average 
pictures dealing wth animals, Even 
the mountain lion seems to have 
been imbued with the fact that he 
had the villain’s role. 

There are some real human in- 
terest touches in this. Caesar, the 
wolf dog, with his ‘wife and kiddies’ 
provides a real family scene. The 
puppies are just lke youngsters that 
stray away and are bitten by craw- 
fish, stung by bees and frightened 
by bullfrogs. 

But for every sequence express- 
ing tranquility there are several 
dealing with fights of the real 
thrill type. Caesar’s battle with a 
rattler is almost in a class with the 
famous mongoose and the cobra 
short. 

The feature bout is in the finale, 
when Caesar, suspected of being the 
killer, grips with the mountain lion 
and saves the life of a shepherd. 

There is a strong suggestion of 
western influence in the story. Had 
the roles been substituted by actors 
the yarn, for that matter, would 
have been one of the familiar plots 





of the plains. But animals feature 
the cast, and the picture therefore 
might be described as the first ‘vit 
beasts actng out a ‘plot.’ Waly. | 
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incarnated in his original form. He 
gets bumped off at the end of every 
Fu Manchu picture, but somehow 
they manage to dust him off and 
bring him back alive and kickin.’ 


This time they should have let the 
doctor rest in peace, 

The doc goes in for more cruelty 
than usual this trip through an ob- 
vious desire by the producers to 
lessen the mysterious and embellish 
the horror aspects. On this occa- 
sion he specializes in torture in- 
stead of quick death. The diaboli- 
cal stuff is piled on so thick at the 
finish, audiences are liable to laugh 
where they oughtn’t. The audience 
at the Capitol did. 

Fu Manchu’s latest mission is 
discovery of the tong of Ghengis 
Khan. Possession of the mask and 
sword of Ghengis would give Fu the 
leadership of the East. Then he 
could lead his subjects on to vic- 
tory in the western world, with 
ultimate extermination of the white 
race, which he fanatically despises. 

Fu has a daughter who's not so 
pleasant herself. After pop is 
through torturing the best looking 
white men for his own purpose, 
daughter gets ’em for hers. She has 
the biggest boudoir couch this side 
of Pekin, and pop doesn’t object. 
While pop takes the first crack at 
his victims, daughter amuses her- 
self by watching him work. 

So that Fu doesn’t get to the late 
Ghengis’ paraphernalia first, Scot- 
land Yard dispatches a museum ex- 
pedition to the spot. After that it’s 
a contest over the tomb’s contents. 
As each member of the expendition 
is nabed by the wily Fu, the vic- 
tim says, ‘In the name of the Brit- 
ish government, I demand my re- 
lease. To which Fu _ invariably 
answers in the Chinese equivalent 
to ‘do tell!’ 

Just as Lewis Stone, as Inspector 
Nayland Smith of Scotland Yard, is 
about to be lowered into the cav- 
ernous mouths of a troupe of starv- 
ing crocodiles he manages to es- 
cape. In a similar nick of time he 
saves Jean Hersholt, Charles Star- 
rett and Karen Morley from equally 
horrible fates. Then they get Fu 
with one of his own devices, a death 
ray that wipes out a whole army of 
Manchu followers. 

Everybody is handicapped by the 
story and situations. It’s strange 
how bad such troupers as Stone and 
Hersholt can look when up against 
such an assignment as this. Miss 
Morley, miscast, is never her so- 
phisticated self in this picture, and 
disappointing. As a half-scared in- 
genue she’s not the real Karen. 

Boris Karloff, borrowed from Uni- 
versal, makes the doctor a monster 
instead of the cunning, shrewd fel- 
low that he usually is. That Kar- 
loff is still doing the Frankenstein 
monster is hardly concealed by a 
mandarin’s robe. Myrna Loy, as 


the wicked daughter, is playing 
stock. Bige. 
JOHANN ORTH 
GERMAN MADE 


Vienna,: Nov. 20. 

Ellen Richter production. Scenario and 
direction, Dr. Willy Wolff, after a manu- 
script by Paul Merzbach. First presented 
at Busch Kino, Vienna, Nov. 10, 1932. In 
the cast: Ellen Richter, Gretl Theimer, 
K. L. Diehl, Paul Otto, Paul Richter, Paul 
Wegener, Paul Horbiger. 


The story of the Hapsburgs is full 
of romance and mystery. Strange 
that it should have been so little 
used for picture purposes. 

Archduke Johann of Hapsburg, 
who gave up his title and birthright 
and chose the name of Johann Orth, 
so as to be able to marry a simple 
bourgeoise, the little Viennese ac- 
tress, Milli Stubel, is particularly 
well suited to become a melodrama 
hero. His disappearance has all the 
elements of mystery. Sailing in his 
yacht, ‘Santa Margherita,’ off the 
coast of Brazil, he, his wife and his 
crew disappeared without leaving a 
trace. Vessel and all hands were 
probably lost in a shipwreck, but 
since no proof was ever found, pop- 
ular imagination still believes him 
to be alive under an assumed name, 
pretending to be dead so as to be 
left alone, and during the last 50 
years every now and then some fake 
Archduke Johann Orth pops up 
somewhere. 

Johann Orth’s marriage and ulti- 
mate disappearance happened in the 
1880's, shortly after Crown Prince 
Rudolf's tragic love affair and death. 
Rudolf, Emperor Francis Joseph and 
all of the figures of political and 
court life of the Vienna of that pe- 
riod figure in the picture. Outdoor 
shots were taken in beauty spots of 
Austria, Schoenbrunn, the Prater 
Salzkan country, ete 


mergut 


lot and acting might have been! 
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COUNTER-PLAN 
(SOVIET MADE) 
Moscow, Nov. 16. 

At least one first-rate film has 
emerged from the mass of inferior 
or impossibly superior picture stuff 
released to the Soviet public this 
month. If it reaches America, as 
doubtless it will, audiences there 
are slated for a treat such as they 
received from ‘Road to Life’ last 
year. 

The picture, with sound, is called 


‘Counter-Plan’ (‘Vstrechny’), and is 
the work of Directors Ermler and 
Youtkevich, both of them with nota- 
ble previous pictures to their credit. 
The title may sound obscure to an 
outsider. To a Russian of this day 
and age it immediately calis up an 
image of factories, production, shop 
meetings, other details of the Five 
Year Plan. The ‘counter-plan’ is 
one proposed by workers in any en- 
terprise for exceeding the regular 
plan officially set for them. 

The film is a simple account of life 
in a large Soviet factory: A string 
of small incidents and large, each 
ordinary in itself, but in their total- 
ity producing a dramatic effect of 
intense life and struggle. The pic- 
ture is plotless, in the same sense 
that ‘Potemkin’ was plotless. 

It is the tale of an old skilled 
workman, well-seasoned in alcohol 
and old-fashioned wisdom, who 
sneers at the new notions about 
collective work, factory enthusiasm 
and the rest of the current slogans. 
All the same, the enthusiasm of the 
younger people catches him up and 
little by little he turns into a shock 
brigadier, leads the factory to vic- 
tory in a contest with other facto- 
ries, gives-up liquor and becomes not 
only 100% Soviet citizen, but a 
member of the Communist Party. 

It is his story and the interwoven 
stories of a young engineer, his 
charming wife, their friend who 
secretly adores this wife, a ‘class 
enemy’ engineer who tries, but fails, 
to clog the work, dozens of other 
persons in the factory. 

The bare outline does not sound 
appetizing; any more than a bare 
outline of ‘Potemkin’ or ‘Last Days 
of St. Petersburgh’ does. It is in the 
drama evoked from details that the 
strength of the picture resides. The 
film takes the spectator into the 
homes of these Soviet characters, 
into their domestic comedies and 
tragedies, into the engineers’ con- 
ferences and shock brigade under- 
takings. All of it looks and sounds 
utterly genuine and downright hu- 
man—in contrast to the over-sym- 
bolic and unintelligible stuff we too 
often get on the Soviet screen. It is 
one of the few pictures here which 
shows Russians as they are and not 
as they ought to be in the future. 

The one obvious criticism is the 
slowness of its tempo. Things hap- 
pen too slowly. Properly cut to 
speed up the effects, the value of 
‘Counter-Plan’ would be at least 
doubled. 

An actor of tremendous power 
was disclosed in this film. V. Gar- 
din, who plays the old workman, has 
done interesting work in other pic- 
tures, but here he reveals his full 
stature. He instantly recalls Emil 
Jannings, both in physical appear- 
ance and in manner of acting. Every 
detail, from the slightest gesture to 
a nuance of feeling, registers full 
force. The picture is worth seeing 
if only for his remarkable piece of 
work. 

The cast around him is a strong 
one. The young factory worker and 
wife, Guretskaya, is exceptionally 
well played. The film was produced 
by a Leningrad firm, Rosfilm. The 
sound effects are among the clear- 
est and most intelligently handled of 
any this year. Lyons. 


ferings. 

Walker, as a matter of fact, did 
try his hand at producing in the 
east. The locale in this looks like 
that old-fashion house in Riverdale, 
N. Y., which used to be Triangle’s 
big playing ground. 

Anyhow, there's little to describe. 
Just a lot of the thrill stuff that 
went well in the nickelodeon days of 
pictures. Waly. 


TERRY TOONS 
‘Forty Thieves’ 
Cartoon; 5 Mins. 
Gaiety, N. Y. 
Educational 

Operatic touch given a cartoon. 
Off-screen solos and chorus mark 
conversation of these creatures of 
the pen. 

Ride on a magic carpet featured. 
Little new and cartoon is just or- 
dinary filler. Waly. 


‘MELODY MAKERS’ 
With Sammy Fain, Evelyn Hoey, 

Eton Boys, Norman Brokenshire 
8 Mins. 

Rivoli, N. Y. 
Master Art 

Indie-made short featuring Sammy 
Fain, personable young Broadway 
songwriter, who's at the piano réel- 
ing off his okay medley of song hits 
as Norman Brokenshire does sume 
inane introductories. ‘Broke,’ who's 
a radio announcer, sounds better via 
the ether than the screen, particu- 
larly in that getup. 

Assisting Fain are Evelyn Hoey, 
who vocalizes solo in one ditty, and 
the Eton Boys in a gang number. 

For 8 mins. it’s fair enough one- 
to-fill. Abel, 


‘BATTLE OF THE CENTURIES’ 
Nature Novelty 
7 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Educational 

Overstressed off-screen buildup in 
dialog of a lot of fighting between 
termites and ants under a micro- 
scope. Second rate as filler and 
neither not so well made nor voiced. 

Action is supposedly in an old 
tree trunk where the insects fight it 
out for possession. Much of the 
photography is so jumpy one can’t 
tell whether it's a battle or a love- 
making exhibition. 

Not the kind of filler for this 
house, Char. 





FINED FOR FILMS 


of Moline Infringed Par- 
Fox Copyrights 


Exhibs 





Peoria, Ill, Dec. 5. 
Fox and Paramount have been 
granted judgment for $1,250 against 

N. Bortman & Sons, Moline, Ill., for 
infringing copyrights held by the 
companies on five films. Judge 
Louis FitzHenry entered the order. 

The order restrains the com- 
panies from showing films of the 
companies without license. 

_Fox was given $250 minimum 
damages for showing ‘Cock-Eyed 
World’ and Paramount _ similar 
amount for each of four of its films 
Similarly exhibited. The suits were 
instituted two years ago. 





Goring on ‘Cavalcade’ 


John Goring, many years with 
Publix in charge of the Criterion, 
N. Y., has moved over to Fox to 
handle the Gaiety on the run of 
‘Cavalcade,’ opening in January. 

Not set who will handle the pub- 
licity and advertising on ‘Caval- 
cade.’ 











Picture Possibilities | 








‘Firebird’—Favorable 








‘FIREBIRD’ (Melodrama, Gilbert Miller, Empire.) Play from the 
Hungarian of Lajos Zilahy would make a corking picture if it has not 
already been done abroad. ? Ibee. 

‘Jamboree’—Favorable 

‘JAMBOREE’ (Melodrama, Elizabeth Miele, Vanderbilt). 

Should make a program picture, a type of western with the old-styled 
bar and action dated in the ‘90's. Ibee, 
‘The Mad Hopes’—Un/‘avorable 

THE MAD HOPES { ’ ela Blau, Proadhurst). 

Seems too slight a story for pi sage. ibee. 
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AND NEVER BEFORE HAS MISS BENNETT HAD A 
PLAY SO APPEALING TO THE MILLIONS...A STORY 
FREIGHTED WITH THE EMOTIONS THAT RING IN 
EVERY WOMAN'S SOUL...THE DESIRE OF LOVE... 
THE URGE OF THE FLESH...AND THE DRAMATIC 
HEART-CRY FOR A BABY’S KISS AND A ROCKABYE 
SONG AT TWHIGHT. | 
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A Morning, Matinee 
and Evening Attrac- 
tion that has already 
broken season rec- 
ords in its first dates 
at Boston, Cleve- 
land, Cincinrati, 
Chicago, Kansas 
City, San Francisco 
— "and other cities... 


MARK IT DOWN FOR 
ONE OF THE YEAR'S 


~ a ee ae 








with 


JOEL MSCREA 
PAUL LUKAS 


Directed by George Cukor from the 
play by Lucia Bronder.. RKO-PATHE 


BIGGEST MONEY es % ¥ i Picture... David O. Selznick, Executive Producer rl 
MAKERS! : 5 ae | 
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Kid Reporters 


Editor of a locality paper was 
complaining of the difficulty in se- 
curing local items and asked the 
manager of a nabe house if he could } 
make any suggestions. Manager | 
went right on the job when he was 
told the editor would be glad to pay 
for the items. 

Next meeting of the club the kids 
were told that they could have a 
free pass for turning in items, pro- 
viding they were not duplicated and 
were actually used in the paper. 
Editor was present to tell them 
just what he wanted. 

Next week he got 34 usable items. 
It is not unusual for him to send a 
check for $10 or $15 to the manager 
for tickets at the regular dime ad- 
mission. 

Not only that, but the editor gets 
gome stuff that would shame the 
most daring columnist. Does not 
use the scandals on the kid sub- 
mission, but he often gets leads 
which can be worked up by his staff 
and sometimes sold to the down- 
town paper. 

Just to make it more interesting, 
the passes are awarded at the fol- 
lowing meeting and are stamped 
‘Press’ in red ink. 


Tree Opening 

If you use a decorated tree as a 
part of your holiday display, get a 
good one and get it off to a good 
start. Don’t just set it up and throw 
on the juice. Have an official open- 
ing, with the tree screened from 
view until at a proper point in the 
exercises it is unveiled and present- 
ly lighted. 

One such dedication last year had 
the tree on top of the marquee. It 
was brilliantly lighted and lavishly 
decorated, but was veiled from the 
public. Dedication was held 45 min- 
utes before show time, or 6:15. Local 
glee club sang several carols with 
a phonograph loudspeaker, contrib- 
uting not only the musical accom- 
paniment, but some of the singing. 
Mayor made a brief address, a small 
girl pulled the rip cord, which un- 
veiled the tree and a smail boy 
pulled the switch which turned on 
the lights. 

Excess gross more than paid the 
cost of the stunt, which gave prac- 
tically a free advertisement. If you 
have a kid club, use the members 
in the stunt. 


Selling Xmas Books 

Manager who is campaigning his 
Xmas ticket gift books is concen- 
trating on his own public and on 
employers of labor, suggesting to 
the latter they use them for gifts 
to employees. 

So far the results have been very 
good, considering the distance to 
the holiday, but he has an ace up 
his sieeve for the week before Xmas. 
He's friendly with one of the news- 
papers, and the sheet will start a 
campaign urging the public to pur- 
chase ticket books for the children 
of the poor. As an inducement the 
paper will announce that the seat 
tax will be paid by the newspaper. 
In reality the theatre will pay half 
the tax, these books being stamped 
tax paid. House will still get some 
money for these admissions and at 
the same time get an elegant ad- 
vertisement for the scrip. 


Newest Contest 

To stimulate interest in pictures 
generally a manager has invented 
the ‘double bill’ contest, with prizes 
for the smartest combinations sup- 
posed to play on one bill. Many of 
these have been commented on when 
they form a natural, but to illus- 
trate ‘Too Tired to Work’ in the 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ or ‘Call Her 
Savage’ ‘Hat Check Girl.’ 

Post the pages of ‘Variety's’ new 
calendar or film releases for their 
information, and you'll get some 
amazing results. 

Another angle might be the re- 
lated titles such as ‘Night Mayor’ 
and ‘Night Club Lady’ and ‘Old Dark 
House’ and ‘Dark Horse.’ Anything 
that’s a contest and interesting 
seems to stimulate business. Give 
it a try: 


Babies in Lobby 
Still one more new slant on the 
baby contest. Exhib used the fa- 
miliar angle of getting the locality 
photog to make one picture of each 
baby entrant after the mother had 


registered at the theatre and ob- 
tained her entry blank. Instead of 
having lantern slides made for 





screen showing, and using up run- 
ning time, mgr. had them neatly | 
mounted for lobby display. 

The entire group was shown in- 
stead of the more general four or, 
five weeks’ elimination contests, and | 


each picture was numbered. Every | 
person buying a ticket was given| 
a ballot which could be voted be- 
fore entering or handed over to} 
some campaigning mother. 

Prizes were donated by the local) 
merchants, each of whom were} 
given ballots proportionate to tl e | 
value of the prize donated. Addi- | 
tional ballots might be had for $19 | 
per thousand, but with the under-— 


| ‘Little Skinny 


Standing they were to be used only | 
for trade and not turned! 
over to affluent parents in bulk. 

Stores were permitted to estab-| 
lish ballot boxes, where they 


rettine 


de- | 
sired, and several plugged hard for | 
their favorites. It all helped to 
make more business. 


Toledo Hustlers 


Toledo. 
Howard Feigley of the Granada 
connected with a tieup with all 


high schools in the city on the local 
showing of ‘That's My Boy.’ Aided 


by the Blade, Howard had a popu- | 


larity contest held in each high 
school to determine the most popu- 
lar football player on each squad. 

Special school nights were held 
with the designated player receiv- 
ing a loving cup. All schools turned 
up with a player with the exception 
of Waite high school which refused 
to name a single player. The team 
was presented with the cup which 
was stowed away in the trophy 
case. 

Wally Caldwell of the Valentine 
flooded the town with prosperity 
bonds and stocks prior and during 
the showing of the Marie Dressler- 
Polly Moran feature. Girls paraded 
the streets, stickers and bonds were 
put in automobiles and at every 
turn on the downtown corner there 
was a reminder of the picture. 

Caldwell had one of the few two 
week run pictures this town has 
seen for some time and much of 
it is laid to the campaign. 


The Pass | Stuff 


Circuits are conducting another 
anti-pass drive, which seems to be 
more or less in earnest this time. 
There's a chance for the independ- 
ent managers to make a cleanup 
against the chain houses if the idea 
really goes through. 

Pass giving has been idiotically 
generous in many spots, but if the 
pendulum swings to the other ex- 
treme and cuts off many who have 
some reason to feel they have a 
rigkt to expect courtesy, it will be 
Dixie-days for the managers who 
have no strings on their pass blank. 
It frequently happens that a pass 
will do more good than anything 
else for favors, and it may be pos- 
sible to get in so solidly with the 
municipal officials that the chain 
house has its hands tied. 

It has been a long time since a 
western mayor publicly announced 
that he let one house remain open 
Sundays while the other was closed 
because the first manager was ‘a 
regular fellow’ while the other was 
a ‘fish,’ but the same mental attitude 
survives and can be catered to by 
the indies. 





Magic Sign 

Sign which drew plenty of atten- 
tion for a live theatre was recently 
installed in an empty store with a 
deep show window. Latter was 
screened so that the rear was in 
darkness and a sign put in, with 
the title painted in red flitter on a 
black ground. Entire display was 
lighted by a single baby spot from 
the front. 

Before this spot was a color wheel 
with alternate mediums of red and 
green, revolved by a small motor, 
in the original instance one from a 
toy erector set. 

When the green spot hit the sign 
the lettering disappeared, since the 
green and red made an approximate 
black. With the red spot the letter- 
ing showed up brightly. 

Can be elaborated with two sets 
of letters, in red and green, which 
alternately appear and disappear. 
Properly done, the effect is highly 
mysterious, but requires no par- 
ticular skill to set in. 


Getting a Ride 
Baltimore. 

Leon H. Zellers, prop. of the Roxy, 
nabe house, is getting plenty of ad- 
vertising from the display of a pony 
which will presently be given to the 
child turning in the largest number 
of coupons. No date yet announced 
for the award, but the kids are sav- 
ing up already. 

No profits in the kid admission, 
but figured that it helps the adult 
trade in that the kids try to steer 
their parents and friends to the 
Roxy in preference to other sites. 

Meantime the pony is kept around 
the theatre, and every time the kids 
the nag they put on a fresh 
spurt. 
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Lloyd’s Nickname 
Mexico City. 
Harold Lloyd continues to be 
Mexico's ranking comie. His latest 
production to hit these parts, ‘Movie 


Crazy. showing currently at Cine 
Olimpia, Par’s local show window, 
is of smash caliber. Held over for 
another week. Billing for picture 


|in leading provincial cities is simple 


and effective. ‘Little Skinny in 
Movie Crazy.’ Lloyd is only foreign 
rate hizh compliment of a 

When Mexicans say 
~~? they mean or vy one} 


mi + 
omie to 


nicl 


Kname 


Tre 





Stars Cartoons 
Milwaukee. 

Fox Palace doubled its weekly | 
gross during run of ‘Too Busy to} 
Work’ by addition of ‘Cartoon Land 
Revue,’ a group of four good car- 
toons. The cartoons were adver- 
tised in the same way that a fea- 
ture film would be exploited and it 
made a great hit particularly with 
the youngsters. 

Idea is now being used in all Fox 
city and state houses. Planned to 
continue it again every four weeks. 
The idea here was originated by 
Christy Wilbert and George Tyson 
of the Fox publicity forces. 





Not as Good 

Now and then a gag has an un- 
expected back kick. Few weeks ago 
a hustler used the gag of an ambu- 
lance ready to carry away patrons 
who laughed themselves sick over 
‘Movie Crazy.’ Stunt was new for 
the town and it became almost a 
local. 

Next half week the show was seri- 
ous, but when an_ undertaker’s 
wagon parked in front of the thea- 
tre the opening day all the wise boys 
were burning up the manager with 
their wise cracks. 


Serial Clubs 

Taking a cue from an organiza- 
tion to which -he belongs, a nabe 
manager has framed up a serial club 
to be launched with the start of his 
next chapter play. Members enter 
their names when they buy a ticket 
for the first chapter of a serial. Re- 
ceive a flashy badge, properly let- 
tered. Jewel is a disc pendant from 
a bar pin. Member also receives a 
card with as many punch spaces as 
there are chapters to the story. 
When they are all punched, at the 
end of the run, each member gets a 
new bar to be added to medal car- 
rying the name of the serial. Idea 
will be continued indefinitely, with 
a new bar for each serial. Assistant 
from a local jeweler is present at 
each serial ending to put the new 
bar in, which requires only a pair 





| for that 


|} Manager 


of pliers. Kids who must hurry 
home go to the jeweler’s store later 
service. 
inexpensive 
each in 


and bars 
quantity. 
figures they'll more than 
themselves in holding the 
attendance, pariic- 
have won two or 


Medals 
Ost Six 


are 
cents 


pay for 
kids constant in 
ularly after they 
three bars. 





Pullman Bus Ballyhoo 
Los Angeles. 
I'-WcC has taken a five week lease 
on a coast-wise Pullman bus to ex- 
ploit ‘Call Her Savage,’ as well as 
forthcoming kox pictures. Bus has 
been equipped with rear screen and 


portable sound projector for the 
showing of a ‘Savage’ trailer and 


institutional copy, and on the sides 
are specially constructed lobby 
stands for billboard display. 

Land boat will precede showings 
of ‘Savage’ at F-WC houses in this 
territory. Oscar Kantnor has charge 
of the wheeler. 


Pinched the Convict 


Toledo. 

The police department unwitting- 
ly aided Howard Feigley in a great 
promotion stunt last week. Feigley 
ballyhooing ‘Chain Gang’ at the 
Granada sent four men on to the 
streets dressed in prison garb and 
passing out literature. 

A recent city ordinance bans the 
literature passing and one of the 
foils was arrested in front of the 
city’s largest department store. 
While a crowd of £00 gathered the 
copper called the wagon. 

Traffic Inspector Tom O'Reilly 
called Feigley who professed ignor- 
ance of the law. The following 
morning Howard went to court 
where his prison stooge sat in the 
room with a hundred spectators. 
The ‘Chain Gang’ sign hung on his 


back. 3efore court opened, how- 
ever, O'Reilly summoned Feigley 
and told him the case had been 


fixed up, thus robbing the manager 
of another chance to exploit his pic- 
ture, 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Sioux City, Ia. 
Iowa, fire rebuilt, open again, 
staggering prices at 1l5c till two, 
then 20c to six, with evenings and 
Sunday 25c. New seats, sound and 
decorations. 


Los Angeles. 
Mort Nathan replaced Don Sie- 
bert as manager of the F-WC Ma- 
jestic at Santa Monica, Siebert 
resigned after a month, 


Newark, N. J. 

Janice Rentschler has given up 
writing titles for Warner Brothers 
and has become advertising mana- 
ger for Skouras’ Terminal. 

Charles Michelson, assistant man- 
ager of the Terminal, has become 
manager of the Westwood in West- 
wood, 


Montgomery, Ala. 
Tommie McConnell and Archie 
Danewood, lately with Strand the- 
atre staff here, have been named 
mer. and assistant of Riveria, Knox- 
ville, owned by R. B. Wilby. 





Dallas, 
J. B. Dugger, for past nine years 
manager of local Publix, promoted 
to district manager of southwest div. 
Assignment follows splitting of 
strip formerly headed by Harry Bal- 
lance (resigned), with Oscar Mor- 
gan taking over N. O., Memphis, 
Jacksonville, Atlanta, and Charlotte. 


New Britain, Conn. 
Randolph Maller, of Embassy, 
transferred to Warner’s’ Regal, 
Hartford, succeeding Alfred Weiss, 
who goes to Warner house in 
Springfield, Mass. 





Elmhurst, L. L 
Victoria, pic, reopened, 


Minneapolis. 
W. B. Frank has emerged vic- 
torious in his court fight to obtain 
neighborhood film theatre, the dis- 
trict court having handed down an 
order requiring the city council to 
issue the license. 





East Liverpool, O.- 

Robert W. Hamm and W. E. 
Hartmann of Youngstown are un- 
der arrest here in connection with 
the placing of stench bombs in the 
American and State theatres. Po- 
lice said the men confessed, Thea- 
tres have been engaged in a labor 
dispute, 





Cincinnati. 
Closing of Capitol Dec. 4 resulted 
in following shifts in RKO person- 
nel here: Harry Schreiber, ms 
and Horace Wersel, asst. megr., fr¢ 
Capitol to Grand in similar capaci- 
Wm Dodds from mer. of 





tiac: 


Grand to asst. mgr. of Albee, suc- 
ceeding Lew Pressler, who returned 
to New York. Erwin Bock, who was 
mgr. of the State, Dayton, O., which 
is also dark, is back in his former 
local post of asst. mgr. of the Lyric. 





Los Angeles. 
Charles Jones resigned as mana- 
ger of the United Artists (F-WC on 
Wilshire blvd.) and is replaced by, 
Wayne Gossett of New York. 


Alliance, O. 

W. E. Davis and R. S. Wallace 
are operating Strand, former War- 
ner house, reopened this month. 
Three changes weekly. 

Local Morrison, which WB relin- 
quished, operated by the M. F. 
Amusement Co. of Cleveland, using 
Warner pictures, 





Steubenville, O. 
Jack Simmons, from Pittsburgh, 
manager of Capitol here, replacing 
George Delis, who has been in 
charge of the Palace, Canton, new- 
est unit of A. G. Constant theatre 
chain, 





Canton, O. 
Palace, dar's since spring, leased 
for 10 years by A. G. Constant of 
Steubenville, operator of theatres 
throughout upper Ohio. It will re- 
open Dec, 4 with straight pictures. 





New York City. 


Demonstrating 
Small-town house has an idea 
w hi can be adapted to the big 
| time on ‘Too Busy to Work.’ In the 
little house the town’s most distia- 


guished loafer gets a three-day job 


mereiy sitting in a window sur- 
rounded by material for the picture. 
Piacard on his chest carries the 
title. Because everyone knows the 


man, the manager figures it will be 
a scream for the localities. 
In more populous spots the local 


angle may be lacking, but the idea 


will still be there, or it can be 
switched by hiring unemployed men, 
with the statement that they're not 
too busy to work and brother have 
you got a job? 

Latter idea can be transferred to 
sandwich men. 





Hooks on Title 


While there is nothing about leg- 
erdemain in ‘Magic Night,’ manager 
is figuring on taking the ‘Chandu’ 
stunt recently worked upstate and 
-arrying it over to that title. 

Local magicians will each do their 
best trick in competition for prizes, 
and as there are several men with 
clever hands in town the theatre 
figures it is going to help on the 
U. A. picture. Where there is a 
branch of the American society it's 
a cinch if it has not already been 
worked on ‘Chandu.’ 

Only requirement is that adver- 
tising and publicity must be careful 
to state that the picture is not a 
story about magicians, tying in the 
copy to the magic of love or similar 
theme. 





Hard Money 


Exhibitor who figures on making 
talk about ‘Silver Dollar’ looks set 
to get his wish. He has arranged 
with his bank for 500 silver dollars 
and plans to give one in change 
for each $5 bill shoved through the 
wicket, using paper money to make 
up the sum. It has been years since 
silver dollars have been circulating 
in his vicinity, and he figures that 


each cartwheel will pass through 


four or five hands before getting 
back to the bank, and each exchange 
will bring comment on the coin. He 
first planned to paste stickers for the 
picture on one face of each, but his 
lawyer advised him that it was 
against Federal law. Bank will re- 
deposit in the sub-treasury when 
they all come in again, the exhib 
paying the express charges. 

Same exhib promises a bonus of 
two tickets for each trade dollar to 
be presented at the window, though 
he doesn't expect to get any. Trade 
coins were withdrawn some years 
ago and are now museum pieces. 
Will also make an exhibit of old 
dollars, loaned by a local collector, 
but the silver dollars only. 


Lobby Dressing 


With chain ananagers more than 
ever on their own and with both 
they and the independents sadly in 
need of more business, greater at- 
tention to the lobby displays would 
seem to be in order. Lobby dis- 
play is not the same arrangement 
week in and week out of corner 
three sheets and lobby easels. There 
should be something different. each 
week. If the three-sheet, for in- 
stance, gives a standing figure, 
raise the backing, build a flight of 
three or four steps up to the feet 
of the figure and mask in top and 
sides with drapes. Paint sales copy 
on tne stairs. For a one-time the 
effect will be remarkable. 

It will be stale the following week, 
but something else can be done 
then. 

Keep the lobby different, 








Work for Firemen 
Pennsylvania exhibitor found a 


as manager of the 


Mount Morris theatre, in Harlem, 
has dropped vaudeville and will 
play a straight ricture policy for 
the balance of the season. Double 
features daily. 





Jamaica, L. L 


Fred Brunelle is the new manager 


of the RKO Madison in the Ridge- 
wood section of Queens and Brook- 
lyn. He was formerly at the RKO 
in Richmond Hill, L. l. Theodore 
Frietag is manager of the Richmond 
Hill, 
Toronto, 

At the Playhouse the operator was 
rewinding a film when it caught fire. 
Firemen quietly entered rear of the- 
atre. Fumes from the film and a 
chemical wash forced fire-fighters 
to wear masks. Audience knew 
nothing of it. Damage $300. 





Indianapolis. 
Carl Niesse, connected with local 
theatres for 20 years, has resigned 


Indiana. Holden Swiger succeeds | 
Niesse, 
Schenectady, Dec, 3. 
Freeman, nephew of | 


Charley 
b. onal Y ’ 


om | booker for RKO, has returned to 
Rochester after few days here. Free- 
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new angle on the broken toy mat- 
inee. Firemen, who have to hang 
around with plenty of time on their 
hands, announced their willingness 
to fix up broken toys to be given 
the children of the poor at Xmas. 

Manager promptly held a broken 
toy matinee to get the material for 
them to work on,;any broken toy 
admitting one child to a special per- 
formance. Sent over to the fire 
house and they'll be all ready to 
pinch hit for Santa Claus. 

But manager says that next year, 
if he repeats, he'll stipulate that the 





toys presented must be capable of 
| being repaired. Much of the stuff 
| was hopeless. 
Post Xmas Kids 
Manager with a big kid club fe 
announcing a post-season contest 
| which he hopes to sell the kids in 
} a big way. Kids will bring or send 
j}to the theatre before Dec. 29 a 50< 
word letter on ‘Which Christmas 
| present I liked best.’ Only two 
| prizes, a doll for the girls and roller 
skates for some bright boy, but 
| there's to be 10 honorable mentions 
;jand the 12 letters will be rea@ 
| while the proud authors stand up 
in their seats. 
Figures he can get enough out of 
the letters for a good Sunday news- 


maper yarn on kid psychology 
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Cl SWELL 







for a world that 
wants to laugh! 


The laughs come loud, long and 
often in this rollicking romance 
that will get fans in droves and 
send them out happy. Plenty of 
fast-clicking action and hard-hitting 
thrills, too. Spencer Tracy takes 
another big stride towards  stat- 
dom. Joan Bennett breezes through 
the best performance of her life. 
Just the thing to jack up your 
December business! 


ME and 
MY GAL 


with 


SPENCER TRACY 
JOAN BENNETT 


Marion Burns ¢ George Walsh 


Directed by Raoul Walsh 







—— 
























@ A cop with wisecracks 
on his tongue and romance 
in his heart...a saucy 
cashier with a merry twin- 
kle in her eye and a wicked 
wiggle in her walk... 
playing at love... till 
danger threatened and 
taught them love’s true 


meaning. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


third of 


round-robin | 


i 


Jimmy Grainger was the those who signed a 


statement against William Fox, te leave the Fox ccmpany since it oc- 
curred. Others were John Zanft and Saul Rogers. Rogers is now the 
attorney for Grainger in the latter’s contract settlement with Fox. Two 
remaining signers, still with the Fox company, are W. R. and Clayton) 


Sheehan. 
The round-robin was issued against William Fox when the latter was 
in the midst of his battle with the downtown people over the sale of his ; 


Fox Films control. Later Fox sold his control to Harley L. Clarke for 
millions. 
Grainger had been sales manager for Fox for years. William Fox | 


would leave Fox sooner or later, when Sidney Kert stepped into Fox 
command. In his political-operating way with Fox, Grainger may have 
made some friends, but he also created some enemies. Some of his | 
| 
| 
} 


brought him forward and upward. Inside show circles expected Grainger | 


enemies, it seemed, were relentless. 





Clara Bow’s long-winded monolog to the Roxy, New York, audience on | 
her fourth show Tuesday night (29), with stories around she got the 
razz brought the Roxy and Fox plenty of worry. Chief effort was 
to deny spreading reports she had gone in for too much party at the 
Tuesday afternoon reception by Fox and Roxy for her, finally going on 
the stage, high in confidence, to talk her head off. 

Daily columnists got wind of Miss Bow’s fourth personal appearance 
of 12144 minutes and bothered about it in a big way. Mark Luescher 
says Miss Bow laid off the refreshments at her party and talked long 
on the fourth show because she thought the audience wanted her to. 
Luescher told all that himself, Miss Bow, Earl Wingart, C. N. O'Dell 
and Sam Rork were playing poker upstairs in the Roxy between third 
and fourth performances. Inside around the street it was said they 
didn’t want her to go on, Miss Bow saying if they didn’t let her, she'd 
go out front and come to the stage that way. 

On Miss Bow’s previous p.a.’s at the house she hardly more than said 
‘Hello,’ but in the 12%-minute spiel talked of lots. 


Commercial tie-ups, generally banned by all major studios, but when 
made usually mean little more than a plug for the studio’s players, are 
a source of revenue for Hal Roach. Latter refuses to allow his players 
to plug commercial articles unless the blurb is paid for. Extent of the 
Roach plugs is usually photographs of the players wearing or using the 
article advertised, minus endorsements. 

Roach decided to cash in on the advertising angle after several years 
of gratis plugs with his Our Gang kids. Currently the studio is receiv- 
ing revenue from plugs for Royal Typewriters, J. C. Penny Stores, Mc- 
Kesson-Robbins Drug Co., Polo Toy Co., U. S. Rubber Co. (Keds), Cali- 
fornia Sport Wear Co. (Clothing), Columbia Phonograph Co. (England). 
In addition, Roach also has tie-ups with 10 clothing manufacturers for 
children’s wear, three foodstuffs producers and one dog food. Latter is 
plugged by ‘Pete’, the Our Gang pup. 


Jack L. Warner has become the industry's most communicative execu- 
tive head in commenting on picture biz for the press. While a majority 
of other studio chiefs have their names in publicity stuff, they rarely 
issue direct statements to the newspapers unless by request. 

Warner has just sent out his fifth announcement in the past few 
months. Latest deals with stories and says that ‘old-fashioned yarns 
and old-fashioned treatment of ideas will kill favorite stars sooner than 
anything else.’ 

Press statements given out recently by the industry’s announcing 
champ concerned the fact that stars should accept salary cuts; that 
stars shouldn't dictate on their stories; cycles and stealing of ideas by 
other producers; and, the most recent, coming right after the election, 
was to the effect that prosperity will return to the picture business. 


Wholesale organization of Mickey Mouse clubs under sponsorship of 
Los Angeles department and other stores has the neighborhocd exhibs 
there doing a burn, over what they term unethical methods of the Walt 
Disney distributing organization. Inauguration last Saturday (3) of 25 
new L. A. store clubs, averaging 1,000 boys and girls each, was the final 
straw for the picture men. 

Exhibs contend that the department store clubs, thru providing free 
shows for the members, are a direct slap at their box offices, and the 
further fact that numerous local Parent-Teacher associations are prom- 
inently identified with the Mickey clubs and are drawing down a 20% 
split of benefit shows staged by those organizations also is giving the 
exhibs plenty of grief. 


Fox's efforts to get back in the good graces of the English papers by 
taking W. H. Mooring, formerly of ‘Bioscope,’ London, to Hollywood to 
write publicity on ‘Cavalcade’ directly for the British press, has shown 
some effect. In 12 weeks clippings at the studio show that the English 
papers went for more than 600 stories on the picture. 

Publicity was not the usual blanket press stuff, but each yarn was dif- 
ferent and supposedly exclusive to the particular papers. Paying so much 
attention to England is due to the importance of ‘Cavalcade’ to the 
British theatres and the endeavor to overcome newspaper prejudice 
against Fox on account of the former rule at the studio which barred 
all foreign correspondents. 


Writers’ executive committee of the Academy took a slap at Radio for 
the manner in which the studio handled writer credits on ‘What Price 
Hollywood.’ Committee also asked Irving Thalberg to request Metro 
associate producers to ‘show keener respect for the code and observe its 
clauses.’ 

After reading several treatments on ‘Hollywood’ committee decided 
the writing credits should have gone to Jane Murfin and Adele Rogers 
Hyland with ‘deserved credit’ to Robert Presnell. Last named writer 
was ignored in the film credits which read: Story by Adele Rogers St. 
Johns; screen played by Gene Fowler and Rowland Brown; continuity 
by Jane Murfin and Ben Markson.’ 


Use of paint-and-brush names, such as Covarrubias, John Held, Jr., 
and Neysa McNein, is a new gag on picture publicity and exploitation 
being introduced by Lynn Farnol. He's persuading big artists to look 
at Sam Goldwyn. pictures in an effort to induce them to do a painting 
which he, in turn, can plant for some value for newspaper, lobby or 
other purposes. 

A special showing of ‘Cynara’ just for Miss McNein and Held was 
arranged to get each to try a painting. Same was done, also, on ‘Kid 
From Spain’ with many w. k. Spanish and Mex artists turning in handi- 
work, 





When the Mills Brothers missed the first two performances at the 
Oriental, Chicago, Friday (2), Balaban & Katz allowed nobody to enter 
the theatre under misapprehensions. A yellow on black sign stuck on 
the cashier's window was so prominent that there was a constant circle 
of curious persons stopping to read the telegram pasted under it which 
read that a train mishap had delayed the boys who were coming the rest 
of the way by plane. 

This compares vividly with the legit system when a star is missing 


of pasting a tiny typewritten notice in an obscure corner of the lobby. 





Fox is experimenting with rehearsals on “Dangerously Yours,’ as & 





NO VAUD AT HOLLYWOOD 


Pictures at That House and Warner 
on B’way Jan. 15 | 








HO. Stuff for RKO House Mgrs. 


In giving up the Winter Garden Authority Around Theatre Clipped—All Or- 


Jan. 15, plan of Warner Bros. is to} 
reopen the Hollywood and Warne r| 
at that time, starting this duo off | 
along with the Strand with ‘20 Years | 


in Sing Sing,’ ‘42nd Street’ and| FP We ~— sixry @ 
‘Wax Museum.’ I VW C Buys Daily Space 
To Advertise Previews 





Deal by which Arthur Klein was} 
| figuring on the Hollywood for stage Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
shows is cold. i 
Poe To combat fake previews, Fox- 
| West Coast neighborhood houses are | 
MORE STORY SAY-SO |taking space in the dailies to ad- 


vertise their legitimate previews. 
First case was the preview of 

Universal's ‘The Mummy,’ at the 

Ritz. House used two inches on the 

theatre pages plugging ‘Major stu- 

{dio preview tonight.’ 

system |} — = 


Paul Ellis Bankrupt 


BY ASSOCIATES AT U 


City, 


Universal Dec. 5. 
Modified form of the unit 
has been established by Universal | 
in preparation of stories. 
On a majority of the coming pro- 


ductions, associate producers are 
given more leeway in handling Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 


scripts and are consulting with the Paul Ellis, Spanish picture player, | 
story department only when the! pied a petition in bankruptcy with | 
necessity arises. Carl Laemmle, Jr.,| the U. Ss. District Court, listing $1,- 
still makes important story deci-| §54 in liabilities and assets of $385. 
sions, but the various a.p.’s have| Most of the debts are to agents, 
more to say than before. tailors and friends. Wearing ap- 

System is intended as an aid t0/ pare! is the principal asset. 
the story department in doping out 
treatments, plot twists and endings 
for yarns, with the individual su- 
pervisor and writers attached to the 
story carrying the script all the way The title of the Victoria theatres 
through. in Shamokin and Mt. Carmel was 
transferred by a deed recorded here 
to Henry H. Hernan, of the Penn- 
sylvania Trust Co., Reading, for 
$151,000. 

Transferred property was sold at 
sheriff's sale to John L. Pipa some 
time ago. They were two of the 
six houses formerly known as the 
Chamberlain group now in receiver- 
ship. 





2 Pa. Theatre Changes 
Shamokin, Pa., Dec. 5. 





Regent’s New Lease 

Negotiations were completed by 
RKO for a renewal on the lease of 
the Regent, at 116th street and 7th 
avenue, in Harlem, on a 10-year 
basis. Rent is around $3,700 weekly. 

New terms are about the same as 
that previously enjoyed by RKO. 


Gross Off $7,000 Wkly. With F&M Out 


Stage Ideas Back at Loew’s State, L. A. 
Day and Double House No Good 


+ 

















Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Day and date policy at the United 
Artists and Pantages theatres prov- 
ing a flop. As a result the Fan- 
chon & Marco shows will be re- 
turned to Loew’s State which has 
suffered a material loss in gross 
since the F&M withdrawal. F-M 
shows go back to Loew State 
Thursday (8), with the house con- 
tinuing to get first choice on the 
first run film product. With the 
stage shows out the State has 
dropped from $15,000 to $18,000 
weekly. 

This week a decision will be made 
as to whether the United Artists 
will remain under the management 
of Fox-W.C. or be turned back to 
Jos. Schenck. If the house is re- 
tained F.-W.C. will operate on a 
policy of second choice first runs 
day and date with the Pantages, as 
at present, and may have a few 
specialties, though the elimination 
of the house orchestra seems likely. 

It is probable that Pantages will 
also drop the F-M shows, with 
lighter stage fare indicated. 

Fox-West Coast figures on pull- 
ing Fanchon & Marco revues out of 
the Pantages Dec. 15. 

Likely Sid Grauman will produce 
local talent shows at the Pantages 
and United Artists. 


TACOMA HOUSE FIRE 


| Paramount, Indie, Damaged—Had 
Union Troubles 





Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 5. 

Fire set by incendiaries nearly 
gutted the Paramount theatre, local 
nabe. Vandals opened the side door 
and with a spray gun soaked the 
drapes and screen with oil. Pro- 
jection machines and loud speaker 
equipment also ruined. 

It’s the first time this nabe has 
been given the fire pressure. This 
is one of the ‘independent’ houses 
and difficulties with union labor 
factions has been going on for two 
years. 

Owner of the structure immedi- 
ately begin rebuilding and operators 
of the house said they would re- 
sume as soon as possible with gun- 
men for guards at night. 

Another nabe house got it below 
the belt two months ago with big 
loss and two suspects are now 
awaiting trial for this job. 





Metzler at F-WC 


Fred R. Metzler leaves New 
York Dee. 10 for the coast to take 
up the reins as comptroller of Fox 
West Coast. 

He formerly held a similar posi- 
tion with Publix. 








means of saving the time of electricians and other day-paid workers 
on the set. 

Instead of holding up production at various times during the day for 
rehearsals, the filming is halted at 4:30 each afternoon for a session of 
rehearsals of the following day’s work. Studio figures that at least an 
hour’s time of each day-worker is thereby saved daily, as ordinarily the 
crew would be inactive during the practice periods. 

If plan works it will be adopted for other production. 





In chief executive positions at present in the picture business are two 
attorneys. One is B. B. Kahane, president of Radio Pictures; other is} 
Leo Spitz, apparently the general director of all remaining Paramount} 
(Publix) theatres. 

Seldom do lawyers go as high in the show business. Usually they 
remain in charge of the legal department or as general advisors, with the} 
latter mostly on financial matters. Kahane has an advantage over Spitz 
in show business experience, Kahane has been directly associated with 


theatres since the early days of the old Orpheum Circuit. For man: 
years Kahane was in the Orpheum’s headquarters in Chicago, Later, 
he became general counsel for RKO and is still with that company as, 
president of its subsidiary, Radio Pictures 

Spitz has had many clients from the show trade, mostly corporations 
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Curtailment of the authority of 
use Mana s of the RKO cir- 
whi transfers ill buying 
okays to the home office and divi- 
sion heads, now limits the managers 
to littl more than routine house 
duties, 
Now they cannot buy even the 
paper drinking cups for the rest 
rooms, The most they can do is to 


requisition. The buying 


the division chigfs in 


put ina 
is handled by 
the field. 


Hiring of house employes has 
been outside the managers’ scope 
for some time. Even the theatre 
janitors are assigned from New 


York, With the cleaning job turned 
over to a contract firm. Staging of 
special stunis and all other ideas 


outside routine theatre management 
are not within the managers’ power. 


These, if the manager cares to go 
through the red tape, must be sub- 
mitted to the division head, who 
then relays on to New York. if 
okayed or rejected the manager 
doesn't know about it until it passes 
over the same route in reverse. 

About six months ago RKO pub- 
licized that it intended to change a 
condition brought on by chain oper- 
ation, that had placed house man- 
agers in the janitor class, 


150 Badly Placed 
Houses Only Left 
Pinched for Film 


Ruling that 450 features are suf- 
ficient to meet the U. S. industry's 


needs picture overseerers Monday 
(5) announced that approximately 
150 theatres in the country are the 
only box offices being pinched for 
product, due to their overloaded 
small town situations. The opinion 
regarding these is that nothing can 
be done except by weeding out and 
closing about 25% of the houses in 
this lot, now known as ‘the famin- 
istic group.’ 

The situation is one for which the 
producers claim they can do noth- 
ing. They point out that for every 
theatre which is experiencing a 
shortage there are at least 10 in 
which certain distributors are 
frozen out because of a surplus of 
pictures. 

The famine towns number a total 
of about 30. In each of these there 
is an average of five theatres where, 
producer spokesmen declare, there 
is only enough product to amply 
supply the needs of three theatres, 

Reason for no chance of these 
territories getting the industry to 
step up its production is that the 
population in each town is between 
5,000 and 10,000 with an average 
minimum rental of $5 per day in 
rental, On this basis producers de- 
clare they could not get back 5% 
of a picture’s cost were they to be 
accommodating. 

In 31-32 there were no such 
complaints because the industry, 
including the indie producers turned 
out a total of slightly over 500 fea- 
tures. To satisfy these few situa- 
tions, it is also stated, the indus- 
try today would have to release 550 
features, 


Rentals Bearish 


Dec. 5. 











Los Angeles, 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, Fox West 
Coast tax expert, is in mid-central 
California towns negotiating re- 


duced house rentals. 
Lollier expects to secure co: 
sions in at least 10 spots adjaces 





to the San Francisco territory. 


WB’s 75-Piece Band 


Holywood, 


Orchestra of 75 


Dec. 5. 


has been assem- 


bled by Wa + to record and score 
nd Street It's the largest band 
used by a studio in some time, 
Four tunes to be recorded are 
- ff cof? to Buffalo.’ “It Must 
Im ¥ i 1 Hea thy’ 
treet Songs by Al Du- 
bin arry Warren 


And So it Is Aiele 
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GREE A Warner 2 


Bros. hit made from sizzling headlines! . . . Get them guess- 
ing—‘*Who was the blonde Continental screen star who drove 
the Match King to suicide?” Another news-value story- 
theme as smart and timely as “I am a Fugitive,” “Blessed 
Event” and “The Mouthpiece’—and even more sensa- 
tional! It will start a cycle—and end your box-office worries! 


WARREN 


WILLIAM 
The MATCH 
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GLENDA FARRELL, CLAIRE DODD, JULIETTE COMPTON, HAROLD | ve 
HUBER. Directed by HOWARD BRETHERTON. A First National Picture | 

The Kings and Congresses he swindled may bar this daring exposé .. , | as 

The women he used and misused will hail it as their revenge! ta 

| Warners’ star find of the year as the world-famous Frankenstein of = 

{ Finance who was as careless with other men’s wives as he was with = 

; other men’s millions. wl 

ae mS: Sas fo 

tri 

»».- and AGAIN Wamer Bros. win 4 STARS IN LIBERTY for ~ 

ROBINSON in “SILVER DOLLAR,’’...“‘set to rank high in the om 

growing list of successes from a | 

rr] ch: 

WARNER BROS : 

! ho 

_ : os a oS 

-says Hollywood Herald the 
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Film House Reviews 


(Continued from page 13) 





CAPITOL 


(Continued from page 13) 
the Grand Canyon. Excepting his 
solo delivery of a kid on mother 
songs, Hope is best when the 
stooges are around to help. He 
snatched a fair quota of laughs, but 
his style seemed too slow on a bill 
that lacks speed itself and needs 
peppier pacing. 

Show's other flaw is an overbal- 
ance of men. Only three femmes 
showed up all evening. 

Minus the girls and the usual 
Bunchuk pit overture, besides the 
scenic background on the stage, it 
looks like economy week here, 
From Friday indications it looked 
like economy week for the custom- 
ers, too. “The Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
«Metro) is the feature, Bige. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Balaban & Katz thought so little 
ef ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) that the 
north and south approaches to the 
theatre along State street give no 
elue whatever to the title of the pic- 
ture. It might be more exact to 
express the same fact with different 
emphasis and say they thought so 
much of Maurice Chevalier in per- 
son that they devoted ail available 
space to bragging about it. 

That is what pedestrians could 
Bead: 

One 
valier. 

On the stage in person. 

Extra—Vincent Lopez. 

And under that another art dis- 
play reiterating the same statement. 
Not a peep about the picture. Two 
self-effacing frames surrounnded by 
more ballyhoo for Chevalier was all 
the public could find out about the 
picture. 

Chevalier is reported getting 
$12,000 for the Chicago, the same 
princely stipend he received from 
Publix in New York. Surrounding 
show is as economical as possible 
while keeping up an appearance of 
house standards. Friday started 
well, but that hurdle looked awfully 
high to local showmen. It means 
the house must do over $40,000 be- 
fore seeing any profit. Recent tak- 
ings have been around $26,000- 
$28,000. 

To stall a respectable length of 
time before the French star closed 
the presentation, Ralph Bunker put 
together a divertissement consisting 
of a Val Rasset ballet, Rita Royce, 
a sturdy toe tap dancer; Three Cos- 
sacks, peachy thrill turn on roller 
skates; two splendid broken rhythm 
hoofers (name not caught), a danc- 
ing trio with an excellent hoke idea, 
and Deane Janis, singer. 

Miss Janis is running in tough 
luck. At the Oriental some time 
ago she was seen under grave dis- 
advantages of a mechanical nature, 
and the same was true at the Chi- 
cago. There was much backstage 
noise for several of her opening 
minutes, and she never quite got the 
audience under her command as a 
result. In further awkwardness she 
had to make the long hike from cen- 
ter stage to the exit in a coldness 
that must have been an ordeal. 

Hoke dancing session has two 
men and a girl expressing their 
true opinions of each other while 
carrying through the convolutions 
of graceful and genteel waltz adagio. 
Such comment as ‘lousy,’ ‘nuts,’ etc., 
is interspersed. There is ever 
greater opportunity for laughs if the 
asides are brightened up a bit. 
Some of the chatter is cider instead 
of champagne. 

Chevalier was well received and 
well endorsed fore and aft, but not 
precisely causing the vibrations of 
enthusiasm to jingle the fancy can- 
delabra. Land, 


UNITED ARTISTS, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 1. 

Stage show is split between Fan- 
chon & Marco’s ‘Hot House’ unit 
and Leo Carrillo, who fits into the 
finale, a Mexican scene, and then 
takes the show over for 17 minutes. 
At the first show, this was too long 
for the amount of laughter Carrillo 
garnered and probably was later 
chopped and filled in to better ad- 
vantage after that. Still the ladies, 
who comprise most of the UA’s af- 
ternoon audience, liked the laughing 
Leo. He uses a girl dancer for a 
foil and is surrounded by a Mexican 
castanet-clicking troupe who con- 
tribute but mildly to the entertain- 
ment. 

‘Hot House’ shines in the costum- 
ing of the girls and the settings, 
especially. the final scenes, which in- 
troduces an arched staircase that 
Sweeps up and across the stage to 
a height of 20 feet without any un- 
der support. On the talent end, 
Chorus contributes several smart 
routines, notably the opening. Wally 
Jackson and Edgar Gardner have a 
hodge-podzge act, built around a 
radio broadcast burlesk. Audience 
takes some time to warm up to 
them, but several sock laughs aid in 
& gratifying reception at their con- 
clusion. 

Helen Howell trio do Spanish-fla- 
vored dance with originality and 


week only—Maurice Che- 





pep. They're different enough to 
click nicely. Le Paul, card manipu- 
later, is as good as anything else in 
the show, doing some dexterous and 
clever work and relying on digital 
swiftness. Myrah Lang, songstress, 
pleases with her single appearance. 

Feature is ‘Rain’ (UA), getting its 
first pop-price showing following a 
run at the Chinese. Business al- 
most capacity. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Opening weakly with a German 
band drop, current show here builds 
to better than average applause. 
Nitza Vernille, hot-classic dancer, 
displays a fluidity of movement and 
ability that made her a standout. 
Sunkist Eddie Nelson is featured, 


and after a slow start due to fa- 
miliar material, manages to click 
with the aid of some gags with the 
orchestra. Hector and Pals, dog act, 
is still good for a lot of laughs, and 
differs from most hound turns in the 
use of SO many small terriers. 

Danny Beck, with imitations of 
various screen comics and a drum 
specialty, does best with the latter. 
Don Smith sings nicely and Doris 
Toddings continues to become more 
stage-wise. Girl should develop into 
a song and dence bet. 

Paramount has switched opening 
days to Saturday, but it is too early 
as- yet to see any difference in 
business. Good house on opening 
afternoon. Feature ig ‘Undercover 
Man’ (Par). Overture, newsreel 
and a Grantland Rice ‘Sportlight’ 
filled out the program. Added clip for 
the news was a ‘Hollywood on Pa- 
rade’ scene showing Mary Pickford 
accepting the grand marshalship of 
the Pasadena Tournament of Roses. 
Mark Larkin, the Pickford p. a., 
foiled for his boss and was ham- 
pered by a too-pale makeup and a 
Kentucky twang. 


Exploitation 





(Continued from page 17) 


ward gifts. No names will be men- 
tioned, to avoid hurting the feelings 
of present donors, but some of the 
letters will be quoted. 

Just a by-product, but it promises 
to get over. 


Switches Premiums 


Strand theatre, New Bedford, 
Mass., which had been giving a va- 
riety of premiums on different days, 
appears to have dropped the idea in 
favor of concentrating on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, when an item from 
a 30-piece kitchenware set is given 
all women. Same features both days, 
so that it will take 30 weeks to 
amass the complete set. House had 
been giving some sort of a conces- 
sion every day, but apparently fig- 
ures that with bettering business it 
will pay to switch. 

In line with a general policy of 
tapering off as business in general 
gets better. 


Booming Brussels 
Brussels. 
Belgian Film Week, commencing 
Dec. 9, organized to further public 
interest in the cinema, has a full 


program. Many foreign producers 
and stars are coming to Brussels; 
latest releases of Fox, Paramount, 
United Artists, Tobis, A.C.E,, and 
other firms will be shown to ex- 
hibitors and critics, with public ad- 
mitted on payment of small entrance 
fees. Film propaganda will be 
broadcast from wireless stations; 
schools will have lessons concern- 
ing the film; there will be a grand 
cinema mass with special music and 
singing; a banquet for stars, pro- 
ducers and other prominent person- 
alities followed by a fete de nuit 
commencing at midnight; and exhi- 
bition of cinema souvenirs, etc. 


Lauds F-M 
Tacoma, 


Al Gillis, local Fox impresario, 
takes a half-page in local shopping 
guide to tell the public he is giving 
them Fanchon & Marco shows in his 
Broadway in ‘fulfillment of a prom- 
ise’ and that Tacoma was placed 
among the winners in the managers’ 
attendance contest recently held 
among 180 Fox West Coast houses. 
‘Your desire is fulfilled—Tacoma is 
placed back on the theatrical map,’ 
he spiels. Al opened with Rich- 
ard & Pringle’s Georgia Minstrels 
Saturday and Sunday to standees 
with indication yokels want this 
program and he is going to give it 
to them, he says. A feature besides 
road show with plenty of shorts at 
50 cents top with this line in his ads 
‘Seattle pays 65 cents for this same 
show.’ 








Free Voyage Contest 
Holls wood 
Warners Holiy- 
are conduct- 


Beginning Dec. 1 
wood and Downtown, 


| 


' 





Sticks vs. City 





(Continued from page 5) 
in the sticks. As long as there is 
a lover, a girl, and a villain and a 
thin plot there is a market for the 
picture. The more action the 
better. 

Recently there has been 
on the market a group of shorts 
burlesquing the old time ‘True Blue 
Harolds’ of the old film days. They 
are burlesque from start to 
and are meant to be laughed at. But 
everyone that has played Birming- 
ham so far has received an average 


placed | 


finish | 





of one laugh a week. It just goes | 


right over the head of the patrons. 


They seem to think the comedies | 


are serious. 

Next to triangle stories there is 
the mystery or scary picture that 
gets the dough. There was ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) that clicked here in 
spite of rain all week. It went over 
great everywhere, small town and 
large town in this hick territory. 


‘By Whose Hand’ (Col), ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G), ‘Freaks’ (M-G), 
‘Night of June 18° (Par), ‘70,000 


Witnesses’ (Par), are just a few of 
the thrillers that have done pretty 
good among the grinds in the for- 
ests. 
Other Favs 

Other subjects that usually click 
in the country are sex, sports, avi- 
ation, war, and slap-stick humor. 

The more vivid sex is the more 
business. That is, providing it es- 
capes the blue noses and censors, 
who seem to take pleasure in chop- 
ping and banning films. They have 
to in order to hold their jobs, be- 
cause preachers are the biggest 
enemies of the pictures. If a real 
sexy picture isn’t banned the 
preachers ring the clappers off the 
bells of the mayor, chief of police 
and theatre managers’ phones. 

But where a sexy picture does get 
by and word gets around that it is 
sexy, then they fly to the box office. 
Mostly young couples at that. 

The aviation subject has just 
about spent itself and the more re- 
cent pictures such as ‘Air Mail’ (U) 


and ‘War Correspondent’ (Col) 
dropped. 

The Sticks Angle 
Reports from sticks run like 
this: 


‘Painted Woman’ (Fox). Too slow 
and too much about a street walker. 


No good. 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). The 
word ‘hell’ against it.. South Sea 


island stuff taboo at this time. 

‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN. Okay due 
to fast moving story and light sub- 
ject. 

‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN). Cinch be- 
cause a southern story. 

‘American Madness’ (Col). Sur- 
prise failure and not yet explained. 

‘Washington Merry Go Round’ 
(Col). In Birmingham pulled after 
three days because of bad business. 
Subject just not one for South, 
where politics are taken seriously. 

‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). Ed Robinson 
is okay in anything for it, too, 
means action. 

‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). One time 





Grainger Pleads ‘Honest Differences’ 


In Statement Over Quitting Fox 





Joan Blondell clicked, but because it 
sounded like a woman's picture and 
was. 

‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox). 
This was like Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ 
in being too old a story and even 
the mush twins couldn’t pull it. 

‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Swell busi- 
ness. Hicks are natural huggers of 
radio. 

‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ (Radio). 


Okay from money and entertain- 
ment angle. 

‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio). That 
slapstick comedy brings them in. 
Wheeler and Woolsey liked in the 


bushes. 

‘Thirteen Woman’ (Radio). A flop. 
Too highbrow an4 limited appeal of 
the book. 


N. Y. Indies 
Scheme for 


Both Unions 


Ousting of Sam Kaplan isn't 
enough to get New York independ- 
ents to forget Empire and go back 
to Local 306. In making this clear 
Charles O'Reilly, head of the Thea- 
tre Owners Chamber of Commerce, 
which is largely credited with forc- 
ing the Kaplan issue by refusing his 
terms last fall, declared that the 
American Federation of Labor, if it 
wants, can now step in and effect 
complete harmony. 

Just how it can be worked out to 
get the indies to relinquish five-year 
contracts for Empire projectionists 
is not now being outlined by 
O’Reilly. From his declaration it 
would seem that the TOCC objec- 
tive is to get both unions in New 
York under one banner and to have 
that single union grant the same 
terms to indie exhibitors which Em- 
pire has put into force. 

Representatives of major circuits 
Monday (5) were keenly interested 
in the TOCC move. Restoration of 
operator harmony would mean the 
elimination of pickets which have 
flooded New York since the indie 
break with 306. 


—or Else 


Kansas City, Dec. 5. 
Mainstreet, closing Dec. 8 will re- 
open Dec. 23 with straight pictures 
unless stage employees and mu- 
sicians grant liberal wage conces- 
sions to enable house to operate 
profitably. 

















Harry Goldberg, Exhib, Killed by Pard 





Jules Rachmann Also Shot Sam Goldberg, 


Brother—All Men of 





ing a contest on ‘One Way Passage,’ 
the winner of which will receive a 
round-trip ticket to France. Basis 
for the winning award will be an 
essay giving the most logical inter- 
pretation of the ending of the pic- 
ture. Contest concludes Dec. 17. 





Played with Firemen 


Mike Simmons reports that Les- 
ter King of the Hippodrome, War- 


ren, Ohio, put over Monogram's 
‘Flames’ nicely by hooking up to the 
fire department. House got out 
throwaways, giving the chief's fire 
prevention don'ts and in return the 
department, loaned all its spare ap- 
paratus and parts to King for a 
flashy lobby display. With the usual 
result. 





Bars For Betty 


Chicago 
Madeline Woods,  publicist-in- 
chief for Publix Great-States, has 


over a major tie-up whereby 


put 
Shutter-Johnson Candy Co. of 


the 


Chicago undertakes to put a new | 
candy bar on the market. It will 
be called the ‘Betty Boop Cand, 
sar’ and will be tied in with the 
Max Fleischer cartoon shorts of 


that name released by Paramount 





Omaha 





Omaha, Dec. 5. 


Harry Goldberg was shot and 
killed, and his brother, Sam, seri- 
ously wounded by three shots by 
Jules Rachmann, a partner with 
them in the Popular Amusement 
Co. Funeral was held yesterday 
(Monday). It operates the Moon, 
Muse, Princess and several other 
smaller theatres here. 

Sam Goldberg states Rachmann 
opened fire without warning, but 
Rachmann insists he shot only in 
self-defense in a row which started 
over an effort, he claims, to ease 
him out of the company. 


expressed as to Sam Goldberg’s re- 
covery. 
The Goldbergs and Rachmann 


| formerly operated the World Realty 


| Co., which sold its World and State, | , 


ek we 


. 


Doubt is} 





A settlement of James R. Graine 


ger’s contract, having two years to 
go, will be reached within 60 days 
with Fox Films, it is claimed. Pro- 
duction of pictures in association 
with his son, Edmund, has been in 
the air for sometime now, with nu- 
merous other reports concerning 
Grainger coming up. 

Grainger gave up his distribution 
chair in Fox Thursday (1), John D. 
Clark stepping in, Clark was brought 
into the Fox organization about a 
month ago as personal representa- 
tive to Sidney R. Kent. He had 
been Kent's western sales manager 
in Paramount for 12 years. 

A day ahead of Grainger, Glenn 
Griswold turned in his resignation. 
There is no contract in this case 
to settle. 

Both Grainger and Kent, on their 
parting, handed out lengihy state- 
ments, probably the longest of 
their kind. 

Grainger said in part: 

‘Honest differences of opinion 
with reference to distribution poli- 


cies have arisen between S. R. Kent 
and myself, 
‘T wish Mr. Kent every possible 


success in the solution of his prob- 
lems,’ 
Kent’s Say 

Kent's statement in quotes was 
embodied in a general news story 
on Clark’s succession to the gales 
chair, followed by: 

‘Mr. Grainger’s future status will 
be determined during that period of 
time (referring to leave of 60 days) 
and our good will follows him. I 
have always believed in building up 
man power and not tearing it down, 
and my record of 18 years in this 
industry speaks for itself.’ 

Aside from appointment of Harry 
G. Ballance as southern division 
manager, a newly created post, no 
other changes have yet been ef- 
fected in the sales lineup, It is un- 
derstood that Eddie Grainger, 
brother of J. R., who is eastern div 
manager, will remain in that post, 
though the Ballance appointment 
brings down the size of his ter- 
ritory. 

Ballance will have division em- 
bracing Atlanta, Charlotte, Mem- 
phis, Dallas, Oklahoma City and 
New Orleans exchanges. He was 
with Par 16 years. 

Clark left Friday (2) for a swing 
around exchanges in the south, 
midwest and far west. 
companied by W. J. Kupper, in 
charge of sales in west and Can- 
ada. Paying a visit to the Fox stu- 
dio, Hollywood, Clark plans return- 
ing to New York Dec. 24, 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 17) 


man was sent down as assistant 
manager at State and Erie, Farash- 
RKO houses, but due to serious ill- 
ness of Jake Golden, manager of 
Palace, Rochester, Freeman _re- 
turned to his old post in the latter 
city. Not decided whether he will 
return here when Golden recovers. 

Present setup here now includes 
Herbert Morgan, manager, and 
Ward Kreag, treasurer, at RKO 
Proctor “house: Robert Ungerfeld, 
manager at RKO Plaza and Farash 
Strand, with Max Mink, recently re- 
assigned here from Rochester as as- 
sistant; Guy Graves, manager of 
Farash State; Frank Hutton, man- 
ager Farash Erie, and Casimir Sig- 
lursky, promoted from chief of ser- 
vice at Plaza to assistant at latter 
two houses. 











Los Angeles. 
Principal Pictures, Ray D. Olm- 
stead manager, has moved its local 
exchange to new quarters at 1906 
So. Vermont. Formerly located 
across the street. 





Davenport, Ia. 
Publix is shifting again. Effec- 
tive Dee. 11, vaude-film shows for 
Friday-Sunday at Orpheum wil! be 
cut to Sunday only, with the stage 
show at the Capitol, Orpheum will 

play films only. 

Waterloo, Ia 
Publix-Paramount house 
indef, Reopening first of 


Strand, 
to close 
ear, 


|- 


downtown theatres, to Publix in a} 


ath ace ~~ 


'million dollar deal netting the World | LeRoy on B’way 

officials $100,000 annually. Ike and} - 

Harry Zimman sued for $87,500/ Mery LeRoy arrived in New 

|; commission, but the case was set- | y rk ry lay (2) for a visit. 

tled out of court for a sum said| !t'll be for a couple weeks. 

to be $20,000. a ee —peete 
Thirty years ago the Goldbergs | Omaha. A third brother, Ralph. 

were partners with Carl Laemmle, | Goldberg, is in Hollywood where he 

Sr., in a nickelodeon enterprise in! holds a minor film position, 
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The Star-Maker has made another star—Miss Jean Harlow! 
Following “Red-Headed Woman” with “Red Dust” she takes ~ 
place among that illustrious company of M-G-M-made stars. 
Last year we gave you Clark Gable and Helen Hayes, win- "4 
ner of the year’s highest film award; prior to that Dressler, - | 2 
Beery; prior to that a roster that glistens with a Garbo, 2 
Shearer, Davies, Crawford, the Barrymores, Novarro, z 
F . 11 
Cooper, Haines, Montgomery, Laurel-Hardy, Gilbert, i 
Durante, and many more! Every M-G-M star was made o 
a STAR by M-G-M. Your box-office demands popular ‘ 
idols... Depend on the Star-Maker, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer! 16 
rs 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 


poported promptly that the selling 
was being done by a broker who has 
for some time been identified with 
dealings for Chicago interests. In- 
ference was obvious that the Chi- 
cago crowd that entered Paramount 
gome months ago was the source of 
the major selling. The very prompt- 
ness of the gossip’s spread had a 
fishy look about it. 


When active cliques are getting 
out of a stock they don’t operate 


that way. Chances are all against 
the Chicago group, for instance, 
dumping stock urgently through 
their recognized trading channels. 
Besides which if they had been get- 
ting out, they would have masked, 
instead of concentrated as in this 
case in a manner that suggested 
grand-standing for a purpose. 
Tax Sales Logical 


Tax selling of Paramount would 
be logical at this time. There are 
plenty of old holdings representing 
enormous losses for one thing and 
the situation favors the likelihood 
that there would be plenty of time 
to take the stock back at the same 
or even lower levels later on. This 
prospect is indicated by the view 
that some sort of test of the new 
Paramount four-way set-up is al- 
most inevitable, bringing on unset- 
tlement in its market position. 

That being the case Paramount 
presented an ideal point of attack 
for the bears Friday afternoon. They 
could sell plenty of Par stock with 
fair assurance that they would be 
immune from a squeeze, and mean- 
time such selling undoubtedly had 
the effect of unsettling the whole 
market, creating a condition fa- 
vorable for covering elsewhere in 
the list. Behavior of prices Satur- 
day tended to confirm such a sus- 
picion. 

Saturdays lately have brought on 
covering spurts from shorts who 
wanted to be even over the week- 
end. There was no evidence of such 
buying Saturday and that may have 
been due to covering late Friday 
under the barrage of selling in Par; 
at least the idea is worth examina- 
tion. 

One effect of the break in Par. 
was a sympathetic decline in other 
amusements which went to new 
lows on the movement, notably 
Loew which during the early Satur- 
day dealings touched 20%, thereby 
breaking through 21 which has been 
regarded lately as a critical level by 
chart students. Slump in Loew con- 
firmed evidence of tape readers 
over the past three weeks during 
which this current amusement 
leader has shown hints of better 
selling than buying and a tendency 
to hang back from general rallies, 
implying that surrounding strength 
was being taken advantage of for 
the lightening of long lines. 

It may be significant that Loew's 
violation of its important resistance 
point should come only a few days 
after the board declared the regular 
quarterly dividend of 75 cents, main- 
taining the rate that has been in ef- 
fect for four or five years. Of 
course, the directors did not act on 
the $1 extra that has been voted at 
this time for the last two years, but 
that was not important. Even at its 
$3 rate the stock is paying more 
than 14% at the current level re- 
gardless of extras, a yield that in it- 
self creates suspicion of continu- 
ance. 

Facing the Facts 


Business administration these 
days is getting down to. brass 
tacks. It is getting to be the vozue 


to make necessary or desirable ad- 
justments in dividends and other 
things no matter how it hurts. Con- 
tinuance of dividends doesn’t mean 
a thing to the stock market any 





more unless the conservatism of the 
declaration is demonstrated beyond 
any possible doubt. The market is 
getting accustomed to taking doses 
of bad medicine and if it promises 
curative results, almost relishing it. 

U. 8S. Steel declared its regular 
rate on the preferred recently and 
ever since the stock has been on 
the retreat. Last week the big cor- 
poration made the announcement 
that it proposed to practically junk 
one of its huge plants, in order to 
bring capacity nearer to current 
consuming requirements. The effect 
on the stock of this last epochal 
pronouncement was negligible as 
far as the ticker showed, apparently 
because it .was an action that 
promised to effect a desirable read- 
justment. 

Anyhow Loew’s goes ‘ex’ the 75 
cents next Wednesday (14) and 
thereafter probably will meet a new 
test, as traders look forward to iis 
income statement for the current 
quarter ana speculate upon what it 
will reveal. 

With the dividend action there 
was released the Loew statement 
for the fiscal year to Aug. 31 show- 
ing net of $4.80 per share of com- 
mon, meaning that around a price 
level of 20 the stock is selling in a 
ratio of-about 4 to 1 of price to 
net, which, it goes without saying, 
is all out of line for a 
whose assurances for the future 
justify payment of dividends near 
prosperity levels. 

Loew Bonds Hold 

However, the Loew bonds held 
extremely well around their recent 
firm level of 81, being the only ac- 
tive amusement company lien that 
failed to give way. The Paramount 
obligations crashed with the stock, 
sales running into respectable vol- 
ume. Information downtown is 
that .there has grown up a scat- 
tered investment interest in the Par 
bonds by speculators who felt that 
sooner or later there was likely to 
be an adjustment of the company’s 
equity shares that might improve 
the bonds’ rating, such buying com- 
ing in around recent low levels. 
Crash of the stock apparently dis- 
couraged these outside holdings 
which were dumped. Story was 
about the Street that banking in- 
terests close to the company had 
distributed most of their bond hold- 
ings months ago. 

At any rate on the slump the old 
6’s nosedived to 14%, scarely a 


point away from their all-time low | 


at 13; while the newer 5's slid to 
13, a wide enough break, but still 
about 3 points from the former bot- 
tom and making a relatively better 
showing than the older obligations. 
The two descriptions showed net 
losses on the week of 3% for the 6’s 
and 4% for the 5%’s. For some rea- 
son the older liens re-established 
some of their wonted premium over 
the newer, selling generally 1% 
higher instead of breaking across as 
happened not long ago for a few 
trades. 

The different kind of support be- 
ing given to different bonds lately 
has attracted attention. The old 
Keith 6's, for instance, were up a 
fraction last week at 32144, compared 
to a decline of 3 points on a single 
transaction in the new RKO deben- 
tures at 66, another new low on the 
Nov.-Deec. decline. Warner Bros. 
obligations broke though 18 for a 
trade or two, but closed at the even 
figure for a net loss of 1 on the 
week. 

By one of those market whimseys 
the Shubert bonds moved up a frac- 
tion to 15g on a sale of $10,000. Why, 
would be extremely difficult to 
conjecture, the company being con- 
fessedly deeper in the red than ever 
and a remedy no nearer at hand, 
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Gen Theatre fs. sold $2 hd) @ Sts. 
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Garries Hie Bank Stock Sut to 


businesss | 


CANTOR GOES THE ROUTE | 


| 


Highest New York Court 





Albany, N. Y., Dee. 6. 

A suit by Eddie Cantor was be- 
fore the Court of Appeals here last 
week to appraise and compel pay- 
ment for 2,150 shares of stock of 
the Manufacturers’ Trust Company 
of New York, owned by himself 
and his wife, Mrs, Ida Cantor. 

His application was denied both 
by the Supreme Court in New York 
City and the Appellate division. In 
the latter court, however, the vote 
was three to two. The comedian 
demanded immediate appraisal and 
payment of the stock when the 
bank merged with the Chatham 
Phoenix National on Feb. 9, 1932. 
He and his wife objected to the 
merger. 


N. Y. House Mgrs. 
Talk of Own Ass'n; 


House Fronts Back 


Broadway theatre operators are in 
hopes the new administration in 
New York, with John P. O’Brien as 
mayor, will result in loosening re- 
strictions against house fronts. 

It is said efforts may be made 
through Tammany after the first of 
the year for a ruling on the front 
proposition. 

Valances, hanging pieces under 
the marquee, banners and other 
material ruled out on Broadway, 
seem to be okay in any other part of 
Greater New York, according to the 
plaint. The theatre men never 
knew whether it was Mayor McKee 
who tightened up on fronts or not, 
since it was Borough President 
Levy who called them on the car- 
pet. 

Talk of an association for the- 
atres along lines similar to the 
B’way Assn. also continues. 


Incorporations 
New York 


Albany, Dee. 6. 
Ine., Kings, pic- 

















Concord : 
tures; $10,000, 

Quisquaya Arts Theatre Corp., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical; 600 shares—200 preferred 
$100 and 400 common no par. 

Club Henreil’s, Ino., Kings, theatrical 
business; $20,000, 

Murbets Amusements, Ince., 
operate public amusement resorts; 


000. 

Midway Theatre, Inc., Manhattan, the- 
atrical; 100 shares no par. 

Central New York Broad 
Syracuse, general radio 
business; $60,000. 

Schenectady Theatres Corp., New York, 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Milam Productions, Ine., Manhattan, 
theatrical; $20,000. 


Queena, 
$10, - 


casting Corp., 
broadcasting 


Grace Allen Bangs Fiim , New 
York, motion picture films; 1 shares 
no par, 

Fillmore Theatre Oorp., Buffalo, theat- 
rical; $10,000. 


Midway Recreation Corp., New York, 
theatrical; $20,000. 


Nedor Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
theatricals; $20,000. 


Vanburock Shows, Ime. Syracuse, gon- 
eral theatrical; $6,000. 

Circle Enterprises, Ine., Manhattaa, 
pictures; 200 shares no par. 

Cameo Theatre, Inc., Mt. Vernon, the- 
atrical business, $600, 

Village Theatre, Inc.,, Manhattan, the- 
atrical; 200 shares no par. 

Saint Wench Corp., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical; $10,600. 


Paramount 43rd Street New 


Corp., 





| hattan, 
| tickets; 200 shares no par. 


,and §&, 


Foe’, eacateload basins: pse.cee. RI the show surrounding Maurice 

fest Coas rvice ‘os, Inc. ew a ‘th? 

Yeck, pletate tameaen Gee a Chevalier, current at the Chicago 

1,000 preferred $10 and 1,000 common no/| theatre. 

par, There ia no Fanchon & Marco 

Nol hee Ine, Yonkers, theat-| unit in the Loop this week, al- 
The Last Judgment Corp., Manhattan,| though one will play the Chicago 


general theatrical; 200 shares no par. 
Star Theatre Ticket Service, Inc., Man- 
moving picture tickets, basebafi 


Statement and Designation 


Cosmopolitan Productions, Ine., Léd., 
100 West 10th street, Wilmington, Del.; 
motion picture business; New York office 
1540 Broadway, New York City; ©. B. 
Stratton, treasurer; 500 shares no par. 


California 


: Sacramento, Dec. 6. 
Radio Pictures, Inc., Los Angeles. Cap- 
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| operating department 


next week, 


tem asa previously. 
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Fox-WC Now Operating 201 
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H. 0. AD MEN DROPPED 


Under Publix Chain’s Split 
Contacts Affected 


Up— 


In decentralization of operation 


and management in Publix, adver- 
tising contact executives at the 
home office, with exception of one 
are being dropped 

They are Rodney Bush (middie 
west); Don Chambers (northwest), 


Ed Olmstead ‘south and southwest), 
George Piank (southeast), George 
Brown (Pennsylvania, New Jersey) 
and Dick Dorman (New England). 

John Smith, contact man for Mil- 
ton Feld’s deluxe division, is not 
affected by the sweep, nor is the 
setup under Smith which includes a 
large staff in New York alone 

The other contact men are drop- 
ped as they are being carried by 
the advertising rather than the 
though actu- 
performing for both Their 

have been contact between 
division directors, the theatres in 
respective divisions to which as- 
signed, and the home office Publix 
ad department. 

While slated to go oft the adver- 
tising dept’s payroll with the end 
of December, it is said some or all 
of the contact men now on notice 
may be carried to the other side of 
the new year, 


ally 
posts 





DENVER’S FANCY WORLD| 
PREMIERE OF ‘DOLLAR’ 


Denver, Des. 5. 

The world premiere Thursday 
night of Warners’ ‘Silver Dollar’ 
was the culmination of the biggest 
exploitation campaign ever locally 
put on for a film, The cost was 
said to be in excess of $5,000. The 
Denver, a Par house, shared, 

Jerry Zigmond, manager of the 
Denver theatre, and Richard Raub, 
publicity director, under the direc- 
tion of L. J. Finske, directed the 
campaign and did most of thef 
work. 

Dollar admission and first time 
this price charged since tax added. 
Prices regularly 25-50c. 

Outer lobby decorated to repre- 
sent the old Windsor hotel, class 
spot of Denver in Tabor days. 
Rest of the lobby and foyer were 
turned into a huge Tabor museum 
with many of the family relica on 
display. 





Stunts 


Theatre men in this section are 
openly surprised at the number of 
seemingly impossible promotion 
stunts that have been put over by 
Zigmond and Rau. 

The day before the opening mer- 
chants put on a ‘Silver Dollar’ Day 
and the ‘Post’ and ‘News’ were full 
of large and amall ‘Silver Dollar’ 
cuts and prices. 


Bunker on B&K Prod. 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Ralph Bunker from the Eastman, 
Rochester, is with the B&K pro- 
duction department under a tem- 
porary arrangement, He framed 





B&K will use F&M 
units as and when convenient, but 
not under the regular rotating sys- 





HOUSE MEN AS RENTERS 


Told They Must Secure Tenants for | 
Empty Stores 











Jump of 32 Houses on List Since September 
—No Holiday Closings 


5 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 


From a total of 179 houses in 
operation the latter part of Sep- 
tember, Fox West Coast circuit has 
jumped to 201i, a gain of 32 in @ 
little more than two months. 

Of this total 116 houses are in 
California: Washington has 25; 
Colorado, 16: Oregon, 14: Montana 
9; Arizona, 7; Nebraska, 5; Wyo- 


, 


ming, 4; New Mexico, 2. 

The 201 total comes under direct 
supervision of five division man- 
who in turn have 22 district 
contact local opera- 


agers, 
managers to 
tion. 

There will be no temporary clos- 
ing of houses in any division dur- 
ing the pre-holiday season, only 
closings being such as may he 
necessary through a decided falling 
off in revenue, or where going dark 
will react favorably to other houses 
in the same territory. 


FORCE USED TO 
CLOSE HOUSE 


Schenectady, Dec. 8. 


Echo of the recent R. K. O.- 
Farash pooling in this city was 
heard Friday (2) when a gang with 
bale hooks crashed the side doors 
of the Van Curler theatre to take 
out the equipment and close the 
place. After ripping out one of the 
doors and throwing a few men 
around, the tangle resolved itself 
into a peace conference with lawyer 
doing the negotiating. 

After the confab it was an- 
nounced by Charles Finberg, oper- 
ating the theatre, it would close. 
However, Finberg says the end has 
not yet been reached. 

It is understood that Finberg had 
a sort of partnership with the 
Farash chain and this was used to 
jack up the price on the pool when 
it was put through. Under the 
terms the Van Curler was to be 
closed but after the papers had been 
signed the theatre kept on oper- 
ating. R. K. O. insisted the terms 
of the agreement be lived up to and 
former Farash officials including 
W. W. Farley, president, seemed 
reluctant to pay the price demanded 
by Finberg aa the partnership 
share. 








FWC’s Rent Cuts 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, who has 
been touring central California for 
rent reduction on Fox theatres ob- 
tained a 25% reduction on the Fox, 
Turlock, Calif.; 15% on _ State, 
Stockton, and other amounts on six 
other houses which will bring sav- 
ing of about $15,000 a year. 





Harry Lustgarten Back 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 


Harry Lustgarten, in New York 
a3 assistant to Milton Feld, has 
returned to Balaban & Katz. He 
resumes his former district man- 
agership of the west and northwest 
B&K houses. 

Lew Newhafer, who 
handling the west side district, is 
transferred back to the south side, 
Newhafer’s jurisdiction will take in 
all of that sector except the Tivoli 
and Southtown, 


has been 





Publix Cutting Acts 


Pittsfield, Mass., Dec. 6. 


tal stock, 300 shares, none aubscribed. . a : . 
| Jackson W. Chance, Arthur M. Rogers, Los Angeles, Dee. 6. Publix Palace has cut five acts on 
P ner r° ia k gi Fox-West Coast house managers |/4st three days to Saturday only, 
ermission to sell stock given: ’ ; ee al ¢ 4 
Photophone Process Corporation. To| Will be heid accountable for any un- Three ot er changes of film during 
icquire photographic invention, To issue; rented store or office space in build- | the week, 
2,000 of 2.509 shares, par $10. _ i. sf bins +} | a en ut tao. ¢ : 
D. C. Hunt Productions, Ine. Sound | "85 in which the circuit's theatres ries cut, too, as weil as at the 
netion picture production. To issue 12,-| are located. P. R. Kent, real estate! Publix Capitol, filma. 
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Motion Picture Investment Corpora- ent se hee + a viet 
tion, Ltd. Motion picture production. | T6n Al losses by the circuit > we 
Permitted to issue 20,000 of 190,000! managers, and has issued instru u ments 
shares preferred, par $19, and 39.990 of ‘ i 
50,009 shares common, no par. pret a these losses muat eat 
stopp 
kiah 
Oklahoma No manager can be considered! New l4th Street Theatre, Tac, ant 
Oklahoma City, Des. & 100% effi t unless he deliver anshine Theatre Cerp nd = S.W.9 
Sulphur Amusement Ce. of Sulphur,| +7" @ * fen ANICSS Silvers | Amusement Corp.; T. F. Behan, supt. of 
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TOCC GOES ALL FEDERAL 


EXHIBS SWAYED 
BY N.Y. MEETING 


Lightman Swings Along for 
MPTOA — New Platform 
by Jan. 





CONTRACT AND PRICES 





Recognizing exhibitor fervor for 
Federalism as representative of a 
minority of the country’s box of- 
fices largely swayed by the in- 
fluence of paid agitators, the major 
industry is this week cooperating 
with the bulk of organized theatre 
owners as voiced in the MPTOA. 
There is a certainty now that the 
entire new platform for filmdom 
will be effective in January, with 
the contract doubtless being author- 
ized before Christmas. 

Simultaneously with the com- 
mencement of re-negotiations, this 
time excluding Allied Exhibitors, in- 
dustry machinery was set in motion 
to combat the Myer-Steffes organi- 
gation from impressing upon Wash- 
ington that it represents anything 
more than an insurgent group of 
independent film exhibitors. 

With 3,000 MPTOA independents 
approving the platform, distributors 
are satisfied this is sufficient not 
only to endorse it but to count upon 
that membership to answer the 
bulk of Government Control peti- 
tions which Allied made known it 
will file in Washington. 

M. A. Lightman, this week is in- 
Structing his entire membership to 
write their congressmen that there 
fs no need for consideration of any 
Federal bill. Following this, he will 
wend a bulletin outlining industry 
megotiations to Washington. 

Work on the anti-Federal stand is 
@onceded necessary, because the 
flame duck session which opened 
yesterday (5) has two bills, includ- 
ime the Brookhart measure, on its 
talendar. With Roosevelt in, how- 
ever, the major industry is con- 
fident that it will have no further 
trouble about Federalistic threats 
within its own ranks, It is privately 
expressed that the new President 
ean always turn to his aide, Frank 
Walker, and, in a few minutes get 
information which will fully ac- 
Quaint him on the show business. 


Slow Deliberation 


The propositions are therefore be- 
tne handled one at a time. Prob- 
ably the last to be effected will be 
that of the National Appeals Board. 
This, H is admitted by both sides, 
has several ramifications which still 
must be reviewed before the final 
©ourt can be realized. 

Flexible admissions, another pro- 
posal which, as a matter of inside 
knowledge was the factor which 
motivated distribs to give the 
@tandard contract another chance, 
will work right into the platform. 
This will be written into the pic- 
ture schedule with the pictures for 
which a minimum admission of 25 
eents must be charged enumerated. 

The Kent plan will again present 
exhibitors who are adamant to the 
platform with a problem worse than 
the exclusive experiment. If they 
fon't want to charge the minimum 
When they are playing acers fea- 
tures they won't get the acers. 

Politics 


The New York mass meeting was 
One of the most political exhibitor 
@atherings of its kind in b.o. con- 
Vention memory. It had as it chair- 
Man Charles O'Reilly, who, while 
maintaining a neutral gavel, has 
fong been known to favor that part 
of the federal regulation which 
Would enable any exhibitor to get 
any picture as long as he has the 
price. 

This was probably also the first 
time that the Theatre Owners’ 
Chamber of Commerce head has sat 

etween leaders of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America 
and Allied Exhibitors. 

At the outset it was apparent that 
the average delegate in the room 
had but a vague idea of what the 
session was about. In the approxi- 
mate, 320 present were Allied lead- 
®rs and lieutenanta from as far 











south as Texas and the New Jersey 
rank and file of Aliied, while the 
‘bulk attendance was made up of the 
TOCC’s own roster. The rank and 
file didn’t pretend to know anything 
about the Kent plan or the contract 
and arbitration formulas. 

Jules Michaels of the Buffalo unit 
paid this off when he stated that at 
a convention of 100 western N. Y. 
indies only a few days before the 
mass meeting, just five acknowl- 
edged having read the new uniform 
contract draft. 

Allied didn't have to take ad- 
vantage of this ignorance, It just 
concentrated on federal regulation. 
Every time M. A. Lightman, MPTOA 
head, read bulletins from distribu- 
tors there was sufficient equivoca- 
tion in each message to have Allied 
charge stall, at the same time em- 
phasizing the point that Congress 
in its opening week has the film 
industry on its calendar and that if 
the independents do not show a 
willingness to take a stand one way 
or the other it may be another five 
years before they can again bend 
the government’s ear. 

Lightman, virtually, had a single- 
handed battle. The few members 
of his own flock that he had around 
were not the fire brands which this 
particular gathering evidenced it 
needed at thestart. Yet the MPTOA 
head, in his anxiety to record his 
belief that this time the distribu- 
tors are sincere, obviously ignored 
the very point which might have 
won the assemblage over to a wait- 
ing mood which would have, at 
least, defeated the purpose of 
Allied’s resolution for immediate 
march on Washington. 

Lightman even passed up this op- 
portunity when it was brought to 
his attention in the course of a dis- 
cussion over the validity of a 
resume of three Allied-MPTOA- 
Kent conferences. He let it go by 
with the remark that he had at 
those conferences recorded 15 points 
against federal regulation. What 
these were no one in the meeting 
hall knew. 

Hours 


As the seven hours of reading, 
heckling and motion making wore 
on the new platform for the indus- 
try dwindled to second place. FEx- 
hibitors began to get the impression 
that with the government in con- 
trol a dime house on 8th avenue 
could get everything that the Cap- 
itol has on Broadway. Right up to 
the time the poll on Allied's reso- 
lution was taken the fever for 
federalism increased, until when it 
came to standing up and sitting 
down only a bare 15 in the room 
voted to give the distribs more op- 
portunity to come to a conclusion. 

A Split 

Although it was emphasized by 
the chair that the opinion of the 
mass meeting is simply an opinior 
which will be brought to the atten- 
tion of exhibitor organizations, the 
meeting ended with the certainty 
that it spelled decision for Allied 
and the TOCC. Both of these 
groups are for Washington rule. 
Only the MPTOA took the parlia- 
mentary privilege of wafting upon 
its membership before action. Light- 
man stated that fully 95% of his 
members would stick with the in- 
dustry platform and stay away from 
the Capitol. 

The session, round by round, 
opened with a surprise. For the 
first time an exhibitor conclave had 
underestimated the attendance. A 
comparatively small room had to be 
switched around, and even then 
there were people standing in the 
hall who probably swelled the count 
to nearer 500 than 300. 

Lightman, following the induction 
of O'Reilly in the chair, opened 
with a rapid fire designed to killa 
repetition of Allied’s stalling 
charges made after the two or- 
ganizations had split in Chicago. 
Messages from all the companies 
were read. All, with the exception 
of Fox, more or less expressed a 
desire to give longer consideration 
to the platform. Only company 
Lightman declared had definitely 
rejected it was United Artists. 

Criticizing Trade Papers 

Then Sidney Samuelson countered 
by stating that the boys who 
weren't at the conference wanted 
to know all of the facts and that ihe 
best way to insure that knowledge 
was by reading the minutes of the 
three platform sessions. Quite a 
portion af 





those minutes, whichj|,as the second body biow. 


Lightman later declared weren't 
minutes at all, but just a re-write 
by H. M. Richey, Alliedian, was in 
criticism of the trade press. ‘Va- 
riety,’ which carried first stories of 
all the happenings which the min- 
utes, themselves, now attest to have 
been accurate, was the only paper 
mentioned by name, several times. 

The minutes credited Al Steffes 
with opposing the round table and 
secret conferences with 8S. R. Kent. 

They quoted Kent indirectly as in- 
dicating that if the 25 cent mini- 
mum, in the flexible proposal, is ef- 
fected, Harry Arthur won't give the 
exhibs in Connecticut anything 
more to worry about exclusives. 

They credited the Fox president 
with predicting a brand new selling 
policy in the next two or three 
years. 

Lightman waited until the minute 
reading was over before he cleared 
up a point which has had a lot of 
people besides exhibitors guessing. 
He stated that althovgh the MPTOA 
in its get-together initially with 
Allied stated Federalism would be 
better than nothing as a last re- 
sort, or in the event the platform 
flopped, he, personally, exercised his 
prerogative as chairman of that 
meeting and did not vote. Right 
after that statement he went on 
record that the ‘worst thing which 
could happen to the industry is Fed- 
eral interference.’ 

Chairman O’Reilly, after discus- 
sion along these lines, reminded the 
gathering, largely his own people, 
that New York exhibitors, generally, 
were uninformed on platform ac- 
tivities and that they were present 
to be instructed. 


Lusk Booed 


An exhibitor, Sidney Lusk, who 
apparently tried to express a stand 
for Lightman, drew the first big 
boo of the gathering when he said: 
‘Why dam Kent? Why condemn 
him?’ 

Then was interjected one of the 
most interesting comments in the 
fray. Col. Butterfield, 27 years an 
exhibitor, preached a moral Broth- 
erly understanding was the essence 
of his talk. The business has just 
outgrown itself, he said. Any hon- 
est exhibitor—at least he has always 
found it so—can get a break at the 
exchanges. Federal interference is 
ruination and what is the good of 
owning a theatre if you haven't 
anything to put in it? He runs his 
own business and the partnership 
end is strictly a stock arrangement. 
And, Butterfield closed, 1929 pros- 
perity isn’t coming back for another 
20 years or until Wall Street can 
raise another national brood of 
suckers. 

Allied didn’t waste any time dur- 
ing the recess. It buzzed all during 
the lunch for Federalism. As the 
afternoon session was about to 
open it had in everybody's hands, 
including newspaper reporters who 
were bewildered by the proceedings, 
copies of the resolution which it, 
alone, had pushed through for itself 
in Chicago and which, before the 
New York day was over, was the 
very resolution adopted by the Man- 
hattan conclave. 

The insurgent exhib group, rep- 
resented by all except its president, 
Al Steffes, who, it was reported, had 
been advised to stay at home be- 
cause of his western broadside at 
Kent, launched immediately into 
the business of the. day, namely: 


Gov't Deadline 


It had been agreed two months 
before that if the distribs hadn't 
made up their minds by Dec. 1, and 
there was no approved industry 
platform then, the indies were to 
concentrate on getting the Govern- 
ment in as a referee for the entire 
business. 

O'Reilly announcing he believed 
the record was then clear and 
that everyone present had a fairly 
good idea of what it was all about, 
made the first move in the chair 


which might be interpreted two 
ways, politically. He called upon 
Abram Myers, Allied counsel and 


Allied’s veteran advocate for Fed- 
eralism, to explain all that had gone 
on in the Kent-MPTOA-Allied 
conferences and what the industry 
platform proposition was all about. 

Myers led off with the Allied slo- 
gan. Has the industry a platform 
to consider? If not, then the mass 
meeting reverts to the original pur- 
pose of the indie conferences: A 
legislative program. 

Myers side-tracked the contract 
Hse held 
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Publix Sharp Shifts in Boston 





Start of N. E. Reorganization—In Effect This 
Week—Par Show Replacing F&M Unit 
+ 





ANOTHER IN GAIETY 


Fox's taking the Gaiety, New 
York, for ‘Cavalcade,’ to open any- 
wheres between Jan. 1-15, did not 
preclude anything else coming into 
the house, as is witnessed by World- 
W'de's ‘Trailing the Killer,’ opening 
there Dec. 1. 

Sole proviso was to disinfect the 
Gaiety of its burleycue aura since 
the Minsky strip regime; otherwise 
Fox can’t control anything else 
about the house in advent of its 
own possession thereof. 


LOCAL YELPS ON 
MGR. TRANSFER 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 6. 

Letters of protest from more than 
a score of city officials and busi- 
ness men were fired last week at 
H. F. Kincey of the Publix-Kincey 
chain, because he ordered the trans- 
fer of Willis Grist, Jr., from Lynch- 
burg to a theatre in South Carolina. 

Conservative Lynchburg likes to 
think of its theatre managers as 
permanent. Grist had been in the 
city two years as c. m. Transfer 
unless rescinded becomes effective 
today (5). 


BRIBERY CONVICTION 
IN ALA. SUNDAY LAW 


Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 5. 

BE. D. Jordan, former State sena- 
tor, was found guilty of soliciting 
and demanding a bribe for his in- 
fluence in the passage of the town 
of Gadsden Sunday bill through the 
senate, by a Montgomery County 
jury. 

It was shown that Jordan met Lee 
Castleberry, Gadsden theatre mer., 
and demanded $250 to help pay ex- 
penses to have a bill pass. 

Jordan will go to the State Court 
of Appeals. 

















Claim H. Balaban House 


Has Unfair Protection 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Louis Machat of the Cinema Art 
has squawked to the film exchanges 
against Harry Balaban‘s Windsor 
and Dearborn theatres getting 14 
days’ protection against him. 
Cinema Art gets 59 cents (tax in- 
cluded) admission against the 30 
cent top prevailing at the other two 
houses about a mile away. 
Exchanges are reported to have 
received a word from B&K in the 
last month that the two houses de- 
mand 14 days over the Cinema. Lat- 
ter is a week stand while Windsor 
and Dearborn change four times. 





No Milwaukee Board 


Milwaukee, Dec. 5. 
Milwaukee’s Motion Picture Board 
will not be in evidence during 1933. 
The $2,000 appropriation allowed 
each year for its maintenance has 
been cut from the budget by a city 
council intent on doing away with 
all available expense. 
One thousand dollars of the fund 
has been paid yearly to 
for secretarial work. 





up the National Appeals Board <a 


the all-important element in the 
platform, saying that in this would 
repose authority to determine 
cessive protection and over-buying. | 
Myers took the producer-distribu- | 
tors with circuits one by one, point- | 
ing out that there must be serious | 

(Continued on page 


Boston, Dee. 5. 

Publix reorganization in New 
England lays its first barragd in 
its battle for bigger and better busi- 
ness, the changes for the most part 
being effective Thursday (8). The 
policy is radical, affecting every 
major Publix house in town. 

Paramount, tied since its opening 
with the Uptown, in the Back Bay, 
will dump its distant side partner 
and take on the smaller Fenway, 
which has been hooked up with the 
downtown Modern. Uptown will 
go in for second-runs, while the 
Paramount-Fenway will have first 
showings, but with the innovation 
of a double feature bill, both fea- 
tures to be firsts. The Modern will 
be second-run, 

This realignment is more drastic 
in effect than appears on the sur- 
face, for out of the smoke looms the 
Met as the big salient upon which 
60 Scollay square seems to be turn- 
ing its trench periscopes. The Met 
in every way will enjoy the fruits 
of a thorough-going build-up pol- 
icy; the outsider has good reason 
to suspect that this will be brought 
about with eventual harm to other 
theatres affected. 

Up to this time the Paramount- 
Uptown combination had pretty 
much the cream of the Publix 





Carl Hampe!l | 
| ment to the machines which says 





‘choices out of Paramount, Warner 


and Fox product. A single film 
was therefore considered sufficient 
to entice the shekels, 


Met Benefits 

The Met, according to official an- 
nouncement, benefits doubly by the 
new policy changes. The deluxe 
house gets the best of all pictures 
at the disposal of Publix. This 
leaves Paramount-Fenway to take 
what is left, with choice of twa, 
Extra feature on the program is ap- 
parently expected to make up for 
loss in premier quality. 

Further, the Met stops the F.&M. 
units and takes on what Publix 
terms its own deluxe presentations, 
originating in Manhattan, and 
groomed for New York Paramount 
and Met only. Under the plan, to 
permit participation by local house 
directly, Henry Taylor, managing 
director of Met, spends two or more 
days each week in Gotham, over- 
seeing stage show. When he re- 
turns, Floyd Bell, chief of Met pub- 
licity staff, goes over same trail 
for knowledge for exploitation pur- 
poses, 

Whatever the future may do to 
the Publix revolutionary changes, 
the organization's rivals in the field 
are hoping the thing will go through 
as planned. These competitors look 
for vast ‘selfish’ benefits out of the 
‘enemy's’ realignment, etc, 


Vending Ducats Proves 
Pay-off for Bakersfield 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Vending of admission tickets and 
premiums from two-bit slot ma- 
chines is being successfully tried out 
by manager George Angelich of the 
F-WC California at Bakersfield. 
3attery of nine machines are 
spotted in the lobby. Patron drops 
a quarter, receives a ticket and 
some kind of a premium, ranging 
from perfume and soap samples to 
envelopes containing a penny to a 
dime. 

Tickets are exchanged at the box 
office for regular admish ducats, 
Former are good until used which 
enables customers to play the slot 
machines as many times as they 
desire, 

Pay-off is a phonograph attache 








‘Thank You’ after each transaction, 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


+ 








Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Artclass 

They Never Come Back. Comedy 
Toomey, Dorothy Sebastian. 
Night Rider, The. Western. 


drama pugilistic background. 
Rel. May. 


Time, 63 mins. Rel 


with 


Time, 63 mins. 


Carey 
Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New York, N. Y. 

Escapade. Domestic triangle story. Anthony Bushell, Sally Blane. Dir. Rich. 
Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. May 31. 

Beauty Parlor. Comedy drama. 3arbara Kent, Joyce Compton, John Harron. 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel. July 15, Rev. Oct. 4. 

Forbidden Company. Drama of social snobbery. John Darrow, Sally Blane. 
Jir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 12. 

King Murder, The. From the novel. Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 
Frazer, Dorothy Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 
2h. Rev. Nov. 1 

Midnight Lady, The. 


Harry June. 


Drama of mother love. Sarah Padden, Claudia Dell, 


John Darrow. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. 
May 12. 
Thrill of Youth, The. Modern society. June Clyde, Allan Vincent, Matty 
Kemp. Dir. Righ. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 
Studio: Gower at Sunset, M4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Columbia joes 


Hollywood, Cal. New York, N. Y. 

American Madness. Melodrama <f a run on the bank and how it was checked. 

Walter Huston, Pat O’Brien, Kay Johnson, Constance Cummings. Frank 
Capra, dir. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 9 


Attorney for the Defense. Edmund Lowe, Con- 
stance Cummings, Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. Time, 73 mins. Rel. May 21. Rev. May 31. 


Behind the Mask. Action melodrama of the unmasking of a dope ring. 
Holt, Constance Cummings, Boris Karloff. John Francis Dillon, 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Feb. 25. Rev. May 3. 


Big Timer, The. Romance in the ring. Ben Lyons, 
Thelma Todd. Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, 73 mins. 


By Whose Hand. Murder on a fast express train. 
Dir. Ben Stoloff. Rel. July 6. Rev. Aug. 16. 


Drama of the criminal courts. 
Evelyn Brent. Irving Cummings, 


Jack 
dir. 


Constance Cummings, 
Rel. Mar. 10. - 


Ben Lyon, Barbara Weeks. 


Final Edition, The. Comedy drama of newspaper life. Pat O’Brien, Mae 
eda Howard Higgins, dir. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 12. Rev. 
ar. 


Hello Trouble. Buck Jones quits the rangers—but he goes back. Buck Jones, 
Lina Basquette. Dir. Lambert Hillyer, Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 15. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Hollywood Speaks. Inside story of Hollywood. Genevieve Tobin, Pat O’Brien. 
Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, .. mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept. 20. 

Love Affair. Society story by Ursula Parrott. 
ne. Thornton Freeland, dir. Time, 

pr. 19. 


McKenna of the Mounted. Canadian policeman drops below the border. 


Dorothy Mackaill, Humphrey 
69 mins. Rel, Mar. 17. Rev. 


Buck 


Jones, Greta Gransted. Dir, Ross Lederman. Time, 67 mins. : 
hey Mane n ime, 67 mins. Rel, Aug. 
Murder of the Night Club Lady. See ‘Night Club Lady.’ 
Night Club Lady. Unique murder mystery, done from a novel. Adolphe 


Menjou, Mayo Methot, Skeets Gallagher. 
66 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Night Mayor. Political story based on Jas. J. Walker. 
napp, Eugene Palette. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 
No Greater Love. 
ard Bennett. 


Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 
Lee Tracy, Evalyn 
Dir. Ben Stoloff. Time, 65 mins, Rel. Aug. 19. 


Heart interest story. 


Dickie Moore, Alexander Carr, Rich- 
Beryl Mercer, 


Hobart Bosworth, Time, 60 mins. Rel. 


May 13. Rev. May 17. 
Shopworn. A working girl _bests temptations. Barbara Stanwyck, Regis 
Toomey, Zasu Pitts. Dir, Nick. Grinde. Time 73 mins. Rel, Mar. 25. 


Rev. Mar. 5. 


That’s My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 


alge ae Marsh, Dir, R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel, Oct. 6. Rev. 

ov. 22. 

This Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. A. W. Bennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4, 7” 


Two Fisted Law. Tim McCoy clears himself of an express robbery charge. 
McCoy, Alice Day, Tully Marshall. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 54 mins. 
Rel. June 8 Rev. Sept. 20. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies.’ Helen Chandler, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Nitk Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Virtue. A _ street walker who goes straight. 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1 

War Correspondent. Chinese war story. Jack Holt, Ralph Graves, Lila Lee. 
Dir. Paul Sloan. Time, 76 mins. Rel. July 25. Rev. Aug. 16, 


Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 


Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 


mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 
White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
Weeks. Dir, Lambert Hillyear, Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7 Rev. 


Sept. 27. 


First Anglo Corp. es: {800 Broadway, 


Avalanche. Romance of the weather observer on Mt. 
in that locale. Dir. Dr. Arnold Fancke. 


Blanc. 
Time, 67 mins. 


Photographed 
Rel. May 15. 


Boat from Shanghai, The. Chinese mystery play on the high seas. Time, 46 
mins. Rel. Apr. 15. 
Mystery drama from Jack O’Lantern. Dir. Walter 


Condemned to Death. 
Forde. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. July 19. 


Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. Dir. Andree Roosevelt, 
Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Hound of the Baskervilles. Sherlock Holmes story of that title. 
Massey. Dir. Jack Raymond. Time, 63 mins. Kel. Apr. 15. 


Missing Rembrandt, The. Last of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. 


Raymond 


Arthur Wontner. Dir. Leslie Hiscock. Time, 78 mins. Rel, July 20. 
* Rev. Mar. 29. 

Monte Carlo Madness. Monaco romance in musical comedy style. Sari 
Maritza. Dir. Hans Schwartz. Time, 71 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 
June 7. 

Ringer, The. Edgar Wallace mystery story. Arthur Milton. Dir. Wallace 
Forde. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. June 7 

Wiid Women of Borneo. Travelogue. Time, 50 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. 
Apr. 26. 

$ R 4 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St. 
Studios: 5842 Sunset Bivd., First National ’ 


Hollywood, Cal. New York, N. Y. 


Medical graduate without diploma_risks imprisonment. to 
save a life. Rich. Barthelmess. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 26. Rev. Mar. 8. 

Cabin in the Cotton. A social study of the poor whites. 


Alias the Doctor. 


Rich. Barthelmess, 


Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Wm. Keighley. Time, 76 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 


Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 55 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10, 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins, Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Crooner, The. Comedy drama of a radio singer. David Manners, Ann Dvorak. 

Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. Rev. Aug. 23. 


Dark Horse. Political satire. Warren William. Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 75 
mins. Rel. July 2. Rev. June 14. 
Doctor X. Mystery thriller in color. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Lee Tracy. 


Rev. Aug. 9. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
ramous Ferguson Case. 


Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. 
Newspaper story. Joan Blondell. 


Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. April 26. 

Fireman, Save My Child. Firehouse and baseball. Joe Brown. Dir. Lloyd 
Bacon. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 27. Rev. Feb. 23. 

Hatchet Man, The. Tong warfare in the olden days. Ed. G. Robinson. Dir. 
J. Grubb Alexander. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rev. Feb. 9. 


It’s Tough to Be Famous. Satire on hero worship. Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. 


Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Apr. 2. 
Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. 


Loretta 
Time, 72 


mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Love Is a Racket. Comedy of a columnist. Doug Fairbanks, Jr. Dir, Wm. A. 
Wellman. Time, 72 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. 

Miss Pinkerton. A sleuth in skirts. Joan Blondell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon, Time, 
66 mins. Rel. July 30. Rev. July 12. 


,™ 
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New York, N. Y. 
Regis | various production com,anies and 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 


checked up as soon as possible after 


release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
lare retained for six months. Man- 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
‘local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
| state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 








Future of 306 





(Continued from page 12) 


executive board of 10 men and three 
trustees, 

Coincidentally, in New York, 
Kaplan and some of his officers 
began facing charges of conspiracy 
and coercion brought by a group of 
No. 306 members, including Max 
Polin, former official. Day before 
the decision of the ILA. was broad- 
cast, the court in New York had 
disarmed Kaplan and two of his 
officers of their revolvers. 

While it was believed conspiracy- 
coercion charges 4which~ started 
ahead of the ousting might be 
dropped, Judge-Freschi Friday (2) 
decided Kaplan and 16 others of No. 


306 had to face trial Dec. 12 in 
General Sessions. 
In another court action, on be- 


fore Justice McCook and seeking the 
removal of Kaplan as well as the 
appointment of a receiver, it was 
agreed that Kaplan and the plain- 
tiffs in this case (four 306 mem- 
bers) would submit to arbitration 
of disputed points. Justice McCook 
will act as arbiter. If his award 
is unsatisfactory this case will con- 
tinue on trial after Dec. 15. 

During court hearings in New 
York, Kaplan announced he would 
seek an injunction to prevent his 
ousting by the I. A. as well as a 
court review, claiming he had not 
been given an opportunity to de- 
fend himself against LA. charges. 

LA.’s swinging of the axe on 
Kaplan and his No. 306 men fol- 
lows a general investigation started 
by the LA. last summer when Em- 
pire, opposition local union. in 
Greater New York, started getting 
a strong hold. Had the I.A. acted 
earlier, as it was believed it would, 
opinion is that Empire would not 
be so strong today and theatres 
would not have had to suffer the 
damage they have. 

Whether or not, with new offi- 
cers in 306, the Empire-boothed 
theatres at this late date will swing 
back again to No. 306 or not, time 
will decide. 

Matter of Supplies? 

The Empire union loomed up 
when Kaplan started going after 
the Springer-Cocalis theatres, a 
Greater New York circuit of around 
30 houses which had never em- 
ployed No. 306 operators, yet had 
never been molested but super- 
ficially. Inside report was _ that 
Springer & Cocalis suddenly re- 
fused to patronize Kaplan's equip- 
ment supply house, the No. 306 
campaign, against them resulting. 

Kaplan has been president of the 
306 local since 1926. Previously he 
had held the same post.from 1919 
to 1922. His rule has been czarlike, 
with much dissention in the ranks 
of the 306 members’ themselves, 
many of whom celebrated his oust- 
ing. 

Last summer when 306 and Em- 
pire were at each other's throats, 
with several theatre bombings re- 
sulting, Kaplan was called before 
the Bronx Grand Jury in an in- 
vestigation into discovery of dyna- | 
mite in the Paradise, Bronx. 

In making its investigation of No. 
306, the LA. placed several auditors 
in the local to go over its books 
thoroughly, but nothing has been 





revealed for the record as to ex- 





A girl who loved her husband ¥nd wanted another 


| With Us. . 
| Rich Are Always ; Dir. A. E, Green. Time, 71 mins. Kel. May 


Chatterton. 


man. Ruth 
21. Rev. May 17. | 
Love of Molly Louvain. Drama of misplaced love. Ann Dvorak, 

ene TY acy Dir.” Michael Curtiz. Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 28. Rey, 
} 4 acy. ) 
May 10. . 
Tenderfoot. Joe Brown in chaps as a theatrical promoter. Dir. Ray Enright, 

Time, 70 mins. Rel. June 18. Rev. May 24, 
They Call it Sin. Kansas gir) breaks into N. Y. show life. Loretta Young, 


Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 68 mins, 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 


r na Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. ! 
™ ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis, Dir. Mervin Le Roy, 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29, Rev. Nov. 1. 


Joan Biondell, War- 
Time, ¢3 


i k. Life and tragedy with the tuna_fishers. Edw. G. Robinson 

hime ye oo Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. Sept. 24. Rev. 
Sept. 27. 

Two Seconds. Drama of murder for self respect. Edw. G. Robinson. Dir, 


Mervyn Le Roy.Time, 68 mins. Rel. June 4. Rev. May 24. 
nd Marriage. Comedy drama of wives who work. Loretta Young 
ee Wester. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 66 mins. Rel. July 9. 
Rev. June 7. 


You Said a Mouthful. 
Rogers. Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 


Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 29. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Studio: Fox Hills, Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox New York, NY, 


After Tomorrow. Romantic drama from _a stage play, with Charles Farrell, 
Mina Gombell, Marian Nixon. Dir. Frank Borzage. Time, 78 mins. Rel. 


Mar. 13. Rev. Mar. 8 
rried. Mystery drama of a musician and his bride. Violet Hem- 
oe Halph Baliamy Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Wm. Menzies. Time, 52 
mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. July 26. 
Amateur Daddy. Romantic drama of a bachelor who adopts a family. Ware 
ner Baxter, Marian Nixon. Dir. John Blystone, Time, 71 mins. Rel, 
Apr. 10. Rev. 


Bachelor's Affairs. Comedy of mismated marriage. Adolph Menjou, Marian 
Marsh. Dir. Alfred Werker. Time, 64 mins. Rel. June 26. Rev. June 28, 

Business and Pleasure. Will Rogers as a razor blade king in_the Orient, 
With Jetta Goudal. Dir. David Butler, Time, 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 6, 
Rev. Feb. 16. 

Call Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer's story of a half breed girl. 

Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 

mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Careless Lady. An ugly duckling who goes to Paris and changes. 

nett and John Boles. Dir. K. McKenna, Time, 67 mins. 

Rev. Apr. 19. 

Chandu the Magician. 

Lugosi, Irene Ware. 

Rev. Oct. 4, 

Cheaters at Piay. Adventure afloat and a jewel robbery. c 
Charlotte Greenwood for comedy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 
mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev, Mar. 1. 

Devil's Lottery. What happened to the sweepstakes winners, 
stage star; Alex Kirkland, Victor McLaglen. Dir. Sam Taylor. 
mins. Rel. Mar. 27. Rev. Apr. 5 

Disorderly Conduct. The cop and the gang. Comedy drama. 
Brende!}, Sally Eilers. Dir. John Considine. Time, 81 mins. 
20. Rev. Apr. 12. 

First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. 


Clara Bow, 
Time, 83 


Joan Ben- 
Rel. Apr. 3, 


Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Rel. Sept. 18. 


Dramatized radio broadcast. 
Dir. Marcel Varnel, Time, 72 mins. 


Tom Meighan with 
Time, 67 


Elissa Landi, 
Time, 76 


Lee Tracy, El 
Rel. Mar, 


Janet Gaynor, Chas, 


Farrell. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, .. mins. Rel. July 31. Rev, 
Aug. 28. 

Gay Caballero, The. Outdoor drama in the west. From a fiction story. Geo. 
O’Brien, Conchita Montenegro, Vic. McLaglen. Dir. Alfred Werker. 


Time, 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 28. Rev. Mar, 29. 

Hat Check Girl. Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, 
Ginger Rogers. Dir. Sidney Landfield, Time, 63 mins, Rel. Sept. 26, 
Rev. Oct. 11. 

Man About Town. 
Baxter, Karen Morley. 
Rev. 

Mystery Ranch. 


Drama from a current novel on Washington life. Warner 
Dir. J. F. Dillon. Time, 71 mins. Rel. May 22. 


From Stewart Edward White’s ‘The Killer.” Western locale. 


Geo. O’Brien. Dir. David Howard. Time, 54 mins. Rel. June 12. Rev. 
July 5. 

Painted Woman. Drama of the East Indies, with Spencer Tracy and Peggy 
Shannon. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Drama of African jungle. Elissa Landi, Alex. Kirkland, 


Passport to Hell, A. 
Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Warner Oland, 


Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel, Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. (Mary Pickford’s silent hit.) Marian Nixon, 
Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 3. Rev. 
Aug. 2. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. W. K. Howard. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6 Rev. Nov. 15. 

She Wanted a Millionaire. Romantic drama of a bathing beauty. Joan Bene 
nett, Lee Tracy, Una Merkel. Dir. John Blystone. Time, 74 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 21. Rev. Feb. 23. 

Silent Witness, The. Lionel Atwill in his stage hit. Mystery story. Greta 
‘Nissen. Dir. Varnel and Hough. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Feb. 7. Rev. 
Feb. 9 


is revived to avenge his murder. 


diplomat 
Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 


Dir. 


Six Hours to Live. Murdered 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. 
Xel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Society Girl. A boxer and a social deb. James Dunn, Peggy Shannon, Lee 
Tracy. Dir. Sid. Lanfield. Time, 74 mins.* Rel. May 29. Rev. June 14. 


Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 


cae. FENSR. Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. 

ov. 22. 

Trial of Vivienne Ware. Courtroom mystery story. Joan Bennett, Allen Dinee 
~ pda tae William K. Howard. Time, 56 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. 
fay 3. 

Week Ends Only. Romance of a gir! entertainer and a young artist. Joan 
Bennett, Ben Lyon. Dir. Alf. Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. June 10, 
Rev. July 21. 

While Paris Sleeps. Thrill drama. Dir. Alan Dwan. Time, 


Victor McLaglen. 
May & Rev. July 14. 
Drama of wifely sacrifice. 


67 mins. Rel. 


Woman in Room 13. Elissa Landi, Ralph Bellamy, 


Myrna Loy. Dir. Henry King. Time, 67 mins. Rei. May 15. Revs 
May 24, 

Young America. A story of a virile boy who got a bad name. Spencer Tracy, 
Ralph Bellamy, Beryl! Mercer, Doris Kenyon. Dir. Frank Borzage. 


Time, 71 mins. Rel. Apr. 17. Rev. May 10. 


° Office: Paramount Bidg 
Freuler Associates New York, N. ¥s 


Fighting Gentleman, The. 
Wm. Collier, Jr., 


A fighter who goes to the top and_back again, 
Josephine Dunn, Pat O'Malley. Dir. Burton King. 


Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov. 15. 
Murder at Dawn. A crazy inventor menace story with surprises. Jack Mule 
hall, Josephine Dunn. Dir. Richard Thorpe, Time, 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 


22. Rev. April 5. 

Scarlet Brand, The. Bob Custer is branded by rustlers and avyenges the ina 
jury. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. May 7. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Tangled Fortunes. Buzz Barton restores a go!d mine to its rightful owney 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Time, 60 mins. Rel, March 22, 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, . Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. W%& 
Alias Mary Smith. Events follow a chance meeting. Semi-detective. John 
Darrow, Gwen Lee, Ray Hatton. Dir, E. Mason Hopper. Time, 61 mins, 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 36. 


Dynamite Denny. Railroad drania of how a strike situation was met.- Jay 
Wilsen, Blanche Mehaffey. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 62 mins. Reb 


May 27. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Gorilla Ship, The. Jealousy on the high seas. Ralph Ince, Vera Reynolds 
Dir. Frauk Strayer. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 11. Rev. Aug. 2. 
Heart Funch. Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lloyd Hughes, Marion 
SlLilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins, Rel. Oct, 15. 


Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene_Ric 
Conway Tearle, Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 

Honor of the Press, The. Crook-newspaper story. E. J. Nugent, Rita Le 
ee a eee Oakman. Dir, Breezy Eason. Time, 66 mins. Rel. May 
15. ev. 


Comedy drama of stolen pearls. Harrison Ford, Alberta 





actly what was found.. 


Love in High Gear. 


Vaughn, Ethei Wales. Dir, Frank Strayer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. May 1. 
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Midnight Morals. Love in the nigh clubs with a rookie cop. De Will Jen- 
nings, Chas. Delaney, Alberta Vaughn, Berly Mercer. Dir. E. Mason 
Hopper. Time, 65 mins, Rel, May 1. 

No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beery, Bar- 
bara Kent. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 
Oct. 11. 

Tangled Destinies. Mystery in a deserted desert home. Lloyd Whitlock, 
Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 59 
mins. Rel, Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Tembptation’s Workshop. Society-Wall St. drama. Tyrell Davis, Helen Foster, 
John Ince. Dir. Geo. Seits. Time, 61 mings, tel. June 20. 

Trapped in Tia Juana. Army life on the Mex. border. Edwina Booth, Duncan 
Renaldo. Dir. Wallace W., Fox. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. 

Widow in Scarlet, The. Society crook melodrama. Dorothy Revier, Kenneth 
Harlan, Glen Tryon. Dir. Geo. Sietz, Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 
Aug. 2. 


Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Calif. Metro New York, NY, 


Are You Listening? Drama in the broadcasting studio. Wm. Haines, Madge 
Evans, Anita Page. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 76 mins. tel. Mar. 
26. Rev. 

Arsene Lupin. Based on the detective stories. John and Lionel Barrymore, 
Karen Morley. Dir. Jack Conway. Time, 96 mins. tel. Mar. 5. tev. 


Mar. 1. 
As You Desire Me A girl whe loses her identity but finds happiness. Greta 
Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Erich von Stroheim, Dir. G. Fitzmaurice. Time, 


71 mins. tel. May 238. Rey July 7, 


Beast of the City, The. Gang rule story. Walter Huston, Jean Harlow. Dir 
Chas. Branin. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 12. tev. Mar. 15. 


Blondie of the Follies. Self explanatory title. Marion Davies, Robt. Mont- 
gomery, Billy Dove. Dir. E. Goulding. Time, $1 mins. Rel. Aug. 13. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 


But the Flesh Is Weak. Comedy drama of today. Robt. Montgomery. Dir. ! 
J. Conway. Time, 81 mins. tel. Apr. 9. Rev. Apr. 19. 


Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27.. Rev. Nov..1. 

Downstairs. Life below stairs in a titled family, John Gilbert, Virginia 
Bruce. Paul Lukas. Dir. Monta Bell. Time, 77. mins tel... Aug. &. 
Rev. Oct. 11. 


Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson_of the depression. Tal'ulah Bankhead, 
tobt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. lo 
Rey. Noy. 22. 

Freaks. Weird story of circus life. Wallace Ford, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Tod 
Browning. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Feb. 20. Rev. July 12. 

Huddie. Football story with some good comedy. Ramon Novarro, Madge | 
Evans, Una Merkel. Dir. S. Wood. Time, 134 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 
June 21. 


Kongo. temake of the silent of the santé title. Sorvery in central Africa, | 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginin Biuce. Dir. Wm 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel, Oct..1. Rev. Nov, 22. 

Letty Lynton. A girl who killed her past wiih her suitor. Joan Crawford, 


Nils Asther, Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Chis Brown. Time, 85 mins. 


Re}. May 7. Rev. May 3. 

New Morais for Old. Old standards fight against the new. tobt. Young, 
Margarct Perry, Lewis Stone. Laura H. Crews. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 
Time, 77 mins. Rel. June 4. Rey, June 28, 


Night Court. Drama of a crooked judge. Walter Huston, Philips Holmes, 
Anita Page. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Rel. Apr. 23. Rev. May ¢1. 


Pack Up veer Troubi es. Laurel and Hardy full length mi itary comedy Din 
Geo, arshall and Raymond Carey. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1: Re 
Wet. ‘ 


Passionate Plumber, The. New version of ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ — Buster | 
Keaton, Jimmy Durante, Poly Moran. Dir. Ed. Sedgwich. Time, 76 
mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rev. Mar. 15. 


Payment Ceferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughton in his original role, Maureen’ O'Sullivan, Dorothy Veterson. 
Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel, Oct. &. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Polly of the Circus. Dialog version of a stage and silent. Marion Davies, 
Clark Gable. Dir Al Sante!l. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Fed. 27. Rev. Mar. 


Prosperity. Post depression comedy with Marie Dressier and Polly 
Dir. Sam Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 2%. 


Red Dust. Jean Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. Dir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Re!. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8. 


Red Headed Woman. Vivid comedy drama. Jean Harlow, Chester Morris, 


Moran 


Lewis Stone. Dir. Jack Conway. Time, 83 mins tel. June 25. Rev 
Juiy 5. 

Skyscraper Souls. Drama. Warren William, Maureen O'Sullivan, Anita Page 
Dir. Edgar Selwyn. Time, 100 mins tel. July 16. Rev. Aug. 9. 


Smilin’ Through. Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cow! play. 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Sidney Franklin. 
Time, 96 mins, tel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Speak Easily. Slapstick comedy. Buster Keaton, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Ed. 
Sedgwick. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. Aug. 25. 

Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neil! play. Norma Shearer, Clark vey 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Not vet released. Rev. Sept. 

Tarzan the Ape Man. New Tarzan adaptation. Johnny Weissmuller, San | 
reen O'Sullivan. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Time, 100 mins. Rel. Apr. 2, 
Rev. Mar. 29. 

Unashamed. Modern problem story. Helen T we 
Stone. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 7% 
July 19. 

Washington Masquerade. Political satire. _Lione 
Nils Asther. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 91) mins. 
July 26. 

Wet Parade. The. Enforcement -problem. Dorothy Jordan, Walter Huston, 
Myrna Loy. Dir. Victor Fleming. Time, 120 mins. Rel. Apr. 16. Rev. 
Apr. 26. 

When a Feller Needs a Friend. ‘Tailor-made for the stars. Chic Sale, Jackie 


Ivetrees, Robt. Young. Lewis 
7 mins. tel., July 2 Rev. 


| Barrymore, Karen Morley, 
Rel. July 8. Rev. 


Cooper. Dir. Harry Pollard. Time, 79 mins, tel. Apr. 30, 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., : Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 


Arm of the Law, The. Newspaper mystery story. Rex Bell, Lina B yas hog 
Marceline Day. Dir. Louis King. Time, 68 mins. Rel, Apr. 20 tev. 
July 7. 

County Fair. Racing romance with a carnival background Ralph Ince, Ho- 
bart Bosworth, Marion Shilling, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Louis King. Time, 
71 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. May 31. (Chadwick.) 

Flames. Fire stor'. John Mack Brown, Noel Francis, Marjorie Beebe. Dir. 
Karl Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. (Chadwick.) 

From Broadway to Cheyenne N. Y. gangster meets the shooting West. Rex 
Fell, Marceline Day. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 
Rev. Sept. 27 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22 A 

Galloping Thru. Western drama. Tom Tyler. Dir. Lioyd Nosler. Time, 58 
mins. Kel. May 30. Rev. Mar. 8. 

Girt from Calgary, The. From Curwood’s The Wolf Hunters Fifi D'Orsay. 
Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, .. mins. Rel. Sept. 7, (Chadwick.) 

Honor of the Mounted, The. Northwestern M. P. story. Tom Tyler. Dir. | 
Harry Frazer. Time, 60 mins. tel. June 20. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Klondike. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Walthal. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 Mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Law of the North, The. Western. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford. Dir. Harry 
Frazer. Time, 55 mins, Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Man trom New Mexico. Vengeance on the range. Tom Tyler. Dir. es os 
McGowan. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 1, Kev. Aug. 30. 

Mason of the Mounted. Northwest police story. Billi Cody, Andy Shuford, 
Nancy Drexel. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 58 mins, tel. May 15. tev. 
Sept. 6. . 

Midnight Patrol, The. Newspaper story with odd slant. Regis Toomey, Ed- 
wina Booth, Mary Nolan, Earle Foxe, Betty. Bronson. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 10. Rev. May 10. 

Single Handed Sanders. A _ western blacksmith with a_punch. Tom Tyler. 
Dir. Chas. A. Post. Time, 50 mins, Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Apr. 19. (Trem 
Carr.) f 

Texas Pioneers Texas when it had Indians. 3i11 Cody, Andy Shuford. Dir. 
Harry Frazer. Time, 58 mins, Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. July 14. 

he. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ Ginger Rogers 
beatae ry Sree, T pacell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. Time, 65 mins. 
tel, Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6 (Chadwick.) 

Vanishing Men, Western. Tom Tyler. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Apr. 15, No rev. 

e . Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. FE 
wre Payion, Eainund. Burns, Gusta Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christ; 
Cabanne. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19, 


: 1501 Broadway, 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, Calif. 
Aren't We All? 


Paramount 


« Coast Indies 
« Pledges, Penalties, 
To Wipe Out 


to make headway 
induce Fox-West 
abolishment 
Independent 
of Southern 
a mass meeting 
here tomorrow 
Plan is to line up both mem- 
| bers and non-members 
attend the meeting, 


Big "Bing “cro Bg Broadcasting : 


Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman's efforts to retain 


Broken Wing. Drama in Mexican lox 


in the Dark, 
ci ir. Dave Burton. 


Devil and the Deep. a submerged submarine 


feature bills, 


Forgotten Commandments. with the Egyptian 


Commandments.’ 


Murder mystery who are @x- 


Guilty as Hell. 
y Victor McLaglen, 


adopting the 
Latter puts the 
record with the 
| distributors, and precludes any pos- 


Horse op eee Marx Brothers go collegiate. | dual feature steaiaiie by 
| Cleveland method. 


exhibs squarely 





| Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carro 


| Lady and Gent. Sentimental story of a cheap pugilist. 
Lily Christine. - 
Re Indies feel that if they can show 


in masquerade front and pledge themselves 


Love Me Fonient. 
to strictly abide by 
the single feature policy 
in the Los An- 


Madame Racketeer. middle-aged woman 


| Madison Sapere- Sporting story. 
can be swung into line. 


Stuart Erwin, va . : : 
Circuit execs contend there is lit- 


| Make Me a Star. gs version of Merton of the Movies. 


with the indie propaganda at this 
. in view of picture buys which 
were made several months ago on 
the premise of double feature shows. 
Reverting to single bills now, 
leave them over- 

They argue that 


Man from Yesterday. shell-shocked 


eatin We Go ra Hell. Sylvia Sidney, 


Million Dollar > a Satire on mythical South American republic. .« 
W - : : 7 % 
stocked with pics 
it was the indies who first started 
menace, and that 


Dialog version of ¢ 


Misleading Lady. Comedy eo 
: Edmund Lowe, agreeable to abolishing the policy 
with no concerted sup- 
port in the indie ranks. 

Coming up for discussion at the 
standard con- 
tract as worked out by S. R. Kent, 
has been favorably re- 
ported on by most of the distribut- 


ing organizations. 


$40 WK. FOR NON-UNION 
OPERATORS IN CANTON 


Canton, O., Dec. 
picture ma- 


Haro!d. Lloyd Sdinten into pictures. Constance Cummings. 


| Night After Night. 
» Cummings, Allison Skipworth. 


| Night of June 13, The. The neighbors react 


Lila Lee, Chas. 


One Hour with You. 





Political story ofa “-~ ntial double. 


Pusha ‘re sident. George M. Cohan, 


Reserved for 
ie Howard, Benita 


70,000 Witnesses. 
; Mack Brown, 
Time, 69 mins. Imported non-union 
chine operators are being paid $40 
a week by theatre owners here who 
locked out union operators last Sep- 
tember after the latter refused to 
take a cut in wages. 
film houses are employing 
the non-union operators, 
and McKinley, 
a booth, total of 
2 week as against $218, as paid 
union operators, a theatre manager 
stated this week. 
and Warner’s Alhambra, 
are the only two local houses using 
union operators. 


Marlene Dietrich, 
Joset Von Sternberg. Time, 84 mins. 


aaicatie Po in the Sun, Comedy drama of youth, Cone ,Lombard, Chester Mor- 


< ‘arnival-aviation comedy 


| Strange Case of Clara Deane. 
at > a 


PE oly a. Love. Society drama. with (ve: SAG 

i Dir. Lothar Mendez. i 
Snappy French farce. 
Roland Young. i . 


Fred’k March, Kay Francis, 


This Is the Night. , Chas. Ruggles, Thelma 


Thunder Below. Drama. 
Rev. June 21. 


. Triangle theme. 


Tomorrow and Tomorrow Done from a stage play 





Tivoli Dropping Units? 


{heating cheaters 


"Westars drama. 
Dir, Phil Rosen. 
Actress who marries 


Vanishing Frontier. John Mack Brown, 

Balaban and Katz is considering 
dropping stage shows 
on the south side. 


at the Tivoli 
House is one of 
of the B&K chain 
the first of the big neighborhood de- 
It always has been identi- 
fied with a presentation policy. 
Not expected to occur until Janu- 
report the stage 
shuws would switch from the Tivoli 
to the other big south 
appears to be 


) Melvyn Douglas, 
Berthold Vierte!. 5 
World and the Flesh, The. 


Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


saan an exis, gy , Lance Fairfax. 


Woman lawyer gucceaet ily defe atte. a_ bi: ackmail ee 
Von E Itz, oe Hatton. 
9 


Sat! without foundation, 
"Boclety. sitesi 


‘| Truck, 16 MM. 1, 2 People 
For 1-Show Stands South 


ie 


Time, 68 mins, 
Suspense drama. 
Time, 57 mins. 


Radio comedy. 
Time, 70 mins. 


Scandal in high life. 


Gables Mystery, The. Lester Matthe ws, 


Radio Romeo. Gene aeeies, - truck and 16 mm. 


’ | Her Strange Desire. by CverneOe, SES Dome Sees 
Dir. Maurice Elvey. 
My Wife’s Family. 
Monty Banks. 
Limping Man, The. 


> Olivier, Nora Swinburne. 


Gene Gerrard, Yates, former vaudeville producer. 
the south with 
of an all-colored picture 
show stands in colored high 


Mystery story. George through 
Time, 57 mins. 


 aety een. 


_Pranklin Dyall, Margot Grahame. 
Shadow cotaeen, The. 
ij 68 _mins. ReL M 

Por tha play Oo 
Dir. Alf. Hitch: 


Godfrey Tearle. Dir. Norman Walker. 





ra rd fe ud. Edmund Gewnn, 


mish varying from 


Woman Decides, 
>, for kids at all times. 


play of Labor vs. 


11 West 42d St., 


Principal New York, N. Y, 


"| Blame the Woman. landed five or six shows in 


cna Animal 





Dangers of the Arctic 
i R —~U 





is 


: 
Jills Pi afi Sep E RS Tne, 
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A CLAIM ACCLAIMED! HAILED BY , 
EVERYBODY THE BIGGEST STEP FoR. '‘ 
WARD SINCE THE ADVENT OF SOUND! 


“Aroused more enthusiasm than the feature 
picture itself.” —NEW YORK SUN 


“Puts the cartoon on a new plane of importance.” 
~—FILM DAILY 








"Reveals more creative genius, subtlety and 

genuine imagination than a whole gross of 

superfilm features.” 
— HOLLYWOOD CITIZEN-NEWS 


ARE NOW BEING MADE 
IN TECHNICOLOR, BUT=— 







“The best part of the new bill ie the Silly 
Symphony. It is a knockout.” 
—PHILADELPHIA RECORD 


Set Your Holiday Bookings 
now for these two big 









"The sparkling jewel of the whole program is 
a Disney Silly Symphony, done in a color. It 
is enchanting beyond words and won the most 
spontaneous applause of the evening.” 

—ROB WAGNER'S SCRIPT 











te 
SE 










PHOky ,Rne be at fe eas eitLS8 
eo "In itself worth the price of admission.” 


D ole Cc —PHILADELPHIA EVB. LEDGER 





"*Silly Symphony on the program is priceless... 
worth at least twice the price of admission... 
A | ; ; screen entertainment at its best.’’ 

ae ; ) ; —TOLEDO NEWS. BEB 
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Showmen are playing them UP in their 
ads, on their marquees, in their lobbies! 
Critics give them more space than they 
give the full-length attractions on the 
same program. Audiences applaud 
and cheer them at every performance. 


THEY OUT-FEATURE THE FEATURE 
BECAUSE THEY ARE THE FEATURE 
ON ANY BILL 
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of Arts and Sciences 
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In Agenting Lawyer Lesser’s Quota 
of Disclosures Comes Unrevealed 


3d Party to Whom Actors Gave Up 


+ 





The court papers in the suit of 
Frank L. Ippolito vs. Theodore J. 
Lesser, both theatrical lawyers who 
split their partnership, have already 
disclosed how Norma Talmadge 
pledged her securities as guaranty 
of George Jessel’s $100,000 settle- 
ment payment to his wife, Florence 
Courtney Jessel (Courtney Sisters). 
This unforeseen publicity which 
Mrs. Joseph M. Schenck (Miss Tal- 
madge) heatedly repudiated in a 
United Press statement, has also 
incensed Jessel to the extent that 
the comedian is now _ reported 
peeved at Lesser, whom he had pre- 
viously regarded as ‘a bosom friend.’ 

Ippolito, in seeking to unearth the 
assets of his partnership with 
Lesser, whom he charges with with- 
holding, mentioned a $6,000 ccunsel 


fee from Jessel in the Jessels’ 
matrimonial imbroglio. To. this, 
both the comedian and Lesser 


answered that it was ‘understood’ 
this money would be returned to 
Jessel on the theory that, as Lesser 
put it, their relationship for six 
years was ‘of almost a _ brotherly 
nature,’ even unto the degree that 
Jessel has made a will bequeathing 
$7,500 to Lesser, his friend and at- 
torney. 

Lesser sets forth, in his answer- 
ing affidavits, that at Jessel’s re- 
quest there was no_ supporting 
affidavit from Miss Talmadge. Jessel 
adds that no money, which was paid 
out, belonged to Miss Talmadge; 
that ‘Mrs. Schenck simply acted as 
a guarantor ef the payments.’ This 
has reference to her posting bonds, 
etc. with the Guaranty Trust Co. 
to insure the two payments of $27,- 


500 and *°::.500, totaling $110,000. Of 
this, Mrs Jessel (Miss Courtney) 
in consi.» .tion for a Reno divorce, 


receives $100,000, and the attorneys 
for both sides split $10,000, with 
installments due up until 1935. Of 
this, the first payment of $27,500 
was covered by Jessel’s life insur- 
ance and to meet the second pay- 
ment, Jessel states that already he 
has made weekly deposits to the 
Guaranty Trust which now total 
$26,000. 

Furthermore, he is negotiating for 


the release of Miss Talmadge’s 
guaranty. It was this guaranty 


which the actress repudiated when 
quizzed by the U. P. 

Jessel further mentioned alleged 
ethical laches by stories having al- 
ready been printed in ‘Variety,’ and 
his name being dragged in through 
Ippolito suing Lesser. 

Meantime, yesterday (5) was the 
day when an accounting of Lesser’s 
assets had to be filed, and today 
(3) at 2 p. m. the first hearings 
will be held on the receivership. 

Mysterious Angle 

A mysterious ‘third party’ is men- 
tioned by Lesser in his rebuttal, 
when he contends that he rendered 
services gratis to George Price and 
Sylvia Froos to build up ‘good will 
with them and securing their friend- 
ship and good wishes.’ 

As for handling their money, 
Lesser states that Ippolito allegedly 
‘has been well aware of the fact 
that the monies I have paid out at 
the direction of Price and Froos 
have been paid to a third party, who 
is well known to the plaintiff, but 
that because of express instructions 
given to me by the said Price and 
Froos I have been prohibited from 
making any disclosure as to the 
identity of said person.’ 

The papers also disclose an excerpt 
of a letter from Lesser to Mort Mil- 
man, who was then at the Roosevelt 
hotel in Hollywood on behalf of the 
NBC. It had to do with the Three 
Keys. Lesser wrote Milman that if 
the Keys’ matter is not settled, then 
he gets 33445%, but if it is settled, it 
is only 28-1/6%. This refers to 
Richard & lLenetska, Broadway 
agency, which split this commish 
with Lesser after settling a previous 
contract with WCAU, Philly, which 
had the Three Keys under prior 
contract, it is stated. 

Lesser had topped off his com- 
munication to Milman, ‘Some day I 
will be a rich man; what price rich 
man?’ 

Lenetska’s Affidavit 

Harry Lenetska of the agency, in 
an affidavit, had admitted having 
agreed to split commish-of 28144 with 
Lesser, but added that in view of 
the 10% already going to the Phila- 
delphia station, that deal was called 
off. 


To Ippolite dea- 


this, however, 


+ 








Those Agents 





Only department at the NBC 
heudquarters with a lock on 
the door during office hours 
is the artists service. Portals 
here lock automatically and 
can only be opened from the 
outside by a push-button ope- 
rated by the hostess or re- 
ception clerk. 

Vaude agents walking in un- 
announced and parking them- 
selves in bookers’ offices was 
among the things that prompt- 
ed George Engels having a 
lock put on the door. Hostess’ 
instructions are to let no one 
through unless okayed from 
the inside. 














closed a long story, having to do 
with Richard & Lenetska’s suit for 
an injunction against Sid Silvers, 
the actor-author, now in ‘Take a 
Chance,’ who was signed to R&L 
as material writer. Silvers, legally 
represented by Lesser & Ippolito, 
won the suit, and Richard & Lenet- 
ska had to pay him $1,000 in lieu 
of being assessed possibly greater 
damages for having erroneously in- 
juncted a talent-purveyor, such as 
Silvers. 

R&L had already paid Silvers 
$450 of this $1,000, Ippolito recalls, 
when Lesser later told him not to 
further prosecute the agency, Then 
followed Lenetska’s affidavit in 
Lesser’s behalf. 

Taking People Away. 

Ippolito further refutes Lesser’s 
claims that he wasn’t an agent for 
his acts by citing how he (Lesser) 
had notified Jenie Jacobs not to rep- 
resent Jack Benny any more; that 
he, Lesser, was now acting for 
Benny, who was receiving $2,500 a 
week on a 13-week contract from 
N. W. Ayer advertising agency, for 
two broadcasts a week (Canada 
Dry). 

Also, how Curtis & Allen were re- 
lieved of representing Price; that 
Price had entrusted the task of in- 
creasing his earnings to his lawyer- 
agent, Lesser; how Lou Irwin, legit 
agent, had communicated with Les- 
ser in trying to land Price for a 
Schwab & DeSylva show; how a 
Herbert Rubin was exclusively 
designated to represent Price and 
Froos in negotiating Vitaphone 
shorts contracts, ete. 

Ippolito also alleges, which Lesser 
denies, that on a deal with Irving 
Lande, Lesser retained 25% of the 

25,000 sales’ price of the play, ‘Two 
Seconds,’ which was sold to Warner 
Bros., and that Lesser allegedly 
didn’t account for that. 

All these items are set forth by 
Ippolito in support of his claim that 
his partnership equity had been ig- 
nored, despite the affidavits of the 
actors, such as Seeley and Fields, 
Benny, Froos, Price, Burns and Al- 
len, et al., that they had paid a 
regular legal fee, and nothing else. 

Ippolito claims some $20,000 due 
the partnership by virtue of the 
$113,000 which cleared through Les- 
ser’s personal account. 

Side Lines 

Lesser also admits being a life 
insurance agent and stated it was 
understood that the life insurance 
percentages were to be regarded as 
a personal deal and not in the part- 
nership. Lesser further adds that 
Ippolito must have recognized it as 
such when he once opined that he 
(Lesser) was lucky to have that in- 
Surance money coming in from pre- 
miums for personal expenses, since 
their legal partnership was not 
profitable. r 

Ippolito denies Lesser’s statments 
that their accounts receivable are 
worth only 10-15c on the dollar; 
mentions that Taljess Corp. was 
formed by Miss Talmadge and Jes- 
sel to produce plays, pictures, etce.: 
that Lesser is a former Deputy Col- 
lector of Internal Revenue and a 
former Chief of Special Division at 
the N. Y. Customs House, which 
qualified him for tax matters on be- 
half of his theatrical clients, in his 
later law practice. 





Morin Sisters With NBC 
Chicago, Dec, §&, 
Chicago NBC has signed the 
Three Morin Sisters for sustaining 
work, 





KASSEL IN THE AIR 


Good Will Flight a Swiftee Behalf 
of World’s Fair 








Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Art Kassel, Bismarck hotel or- 
chesira leader, is accompanying 
Jimmy Doolittle on a good will 
flight on behalf of the World’s Fair. 
Left Monday (5) at 7 a. m., flying 
to Nashville, Memphis, New Or- 


leans, Dallas, Kansas City. 
Kassel must be back for 
cast at 4 p. m. Tuesday. 
As scheduled, flight should break 
records. Kasse] wrote the official 
song, ‘World’s Fair’. 


broad- 





Etting, Tom Howard, 
Crosby for Chesterfield; 
Fannie Brice Lost Out 


Revised routining of the Chester- 
field entertainment beginning Jan. 1 
will incfude Tom Howard and a 
straight man in a cross-fire comedv 
act. Only one of the present trio 
of turns retained is Ruth Etting. 

Splitting the six sessions a week 
with the other two acts will be Bing 
Crosby, with the musical assign- 
ment for all six stanzas going to 
Lennie Hayton’s dance band. Hay- 
ton, a former Paul Whiteman piano 
player, has been of late used by 
Crosby on his vaude and personal 
appearance dates. Contracts in each 
instance stipulate a minimum of 13 
weeks. Extension of the time agree- 
ment with Columbia, effective from 
the same date, covers a like period. 

Commercial had been sold on 
Fannie Brice for the new setup un- 
til it decided to renew Miss Etting. 
In order to get a crack at the ether 
Fannie Brice brought her original 
price of $1,500 down to $750, and 
offered to throw in the scripts. 

Among the bands that auditioned 
for the spot due to be vacated by 
Nat Shilkret were Fred Waring, 
Jack Denny, Guy Lombardo and 
Freddie Rich, the latter with a stu- 
dio combo. 


MISS WILLIAMS SAID 
‘DOUGH OR NO SINGEE’ 


It had to be cash on the line be- 
fore Frances Williams would go on 
with the Thursday (1) Fleischmann 
program. She got it, but though 
the booking was supposed to have 
been through NBC, the coin came 
from Mort Millman. 

Day of the broadcast Miss Will- 
iams’ agents, Lyon & Lyon, called 
up the network booking office and 
asked for a contract. It developed 
that Millman, just before leaving 
the artist bureau, had closed the 
booking for Fleischmann. 

To protect himself with the yeast 
account and the agency, J. Walter 
Thompson, handling it, Millman fi- 
nally agreed to pay the singer in 
advance out of his own funds. 





Salary Trend, 


Slight Error 
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An advertising agency radio 
‘expert’ was in a meditative 
mood. 

‘We've had some great ideas 
for drawing fan mail on our 
programs,’ he said, ‘we've got- 
ten splendid dealer tie-ups. 
We've even managed to get 
cream hours from the net- 
works. As I look back our 
programs have had a lot in 
their favor. But—’ and the ex- 
pert paused, ‘there’s generally 
been just one flaw with our 
programs, a point at which I 
sensed something was wrong.’ 

‘And what was that?’ was 
the query. 

‘Our programs weren't en- 
tertaining.’ 


Stations Won't, 
So Acts Must 














Jolson’s $5,000, Marxes’ $6,500, 
Refute Supposed Downward Air 


Say Ad Agencies 


Indications are, opine the program 
impresarios in the advertising agen- 
cies, that radio salaries are a long 
way from even approaching their 
peak. 

Though their inclination, natur- 
ally, say the agency men, is to keep 
the outlay for talent within reason- 
able limits, there is and probably 
always will be only one sure method 
of determining the value of an air 
entertainer and that is the sales re- 
action to the program. Unlike the 
theatre boxoffice, they say, radio 
cannot chart the top worth of an 
artist until the sales potentialities 
of a product have been exhausted. 


With the advent of the current 
broadcast season network execs 
vouchsafed the opinion that Ed 


Wynn with his $5,000 per program 
had hit top and that repetition of 
such a figure was not only unlikely 
but that salaries for name artists 
on the air were on the way down. 
Only within two weeks of each other 
in November, or less than three 
months after these statements had 
been made, Al Jolson and Groucho 
and Chico Marx made their com- 
mercial debut, with the former at 
$5,000 net and the team splitting 
$6,500 between them per broadcast, 

Agency men declare that the di- 





Take the Cuts 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Economy starts with the talent. 

That seems to be the first law of 
radio out here. Several stations 
with high card rates refuse to give 
rebates on time, but they have a 
‘better’ idea for the advertiser. 
They’ll give the advertiser a show 
for the proverbial peck of apples. 

This practically amounts to a re- 
duction, but not by the station. 
Of course the quality of the show 
probably reflects the parsimony but 
that seems to be the last thing 
that’s considered. 

Same goes for authors. Recent- 
ly an §S.O.S. went out for a new 
script on a Sunday _ program. 
Emergency author could only get a 
trifling sum as the budget had been 
exhausted on the first script which 
was a hopeless botch, 
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FREE GREETINGS 


Minneapolis, Dee. 5. 
University of Minnesota’s short- 
wave radio station is making itself 
solid with depression sufferers by 
flashing Christmas greetings gratis. 
As an opening stunt the station 
invited the public to send free ra- 
diograms to all parts of the world. 

Amateurs operate the station. 








After Kids for the Mamas 





Radio Ads Aimed for Children—Getting 


Gimmes 





Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Approximately 27% of all radio 
program are directed at and pro- 
duced for children. For the first 
time in advertising, the kinder- 
garden and primary grades are con- 
sidered as a market. Almost with- 
out exception the foodstuff manu- 
facturers woo the offspring to win 
the parent. 

Radio opened up the vast ’mama, 
buy me some’ slant. Since kids in 
the earlier ages could scarcely read 
at all the conventional newsprint 
and billboard advertising didn’t 
connect with the juves. However, 
the dailies have been getting a 
peek at this kid stuff through the 
recent adoption of the sponsored 
cartoon strip. By telling in pic- 
tures how Dick Rover got strong 
and brave and went out to shoot 
lions all because he ate Toasted 
Tweeties for breakfast the manu- 
facturer figures he can reach the 
eye of American kids through the 
dailies as he reaches their ears 
through the radio thrillers. 

Reaction Coming? 

So great is the competition on 
the air of the various juvenile 
shows that a reaction has been set- 


Girls are from WLW, Cincinnati.) ting im, It seems to be the fixed 
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opinion of competent observers that 
the programs are either too similar 
in pattern or getting too com- 
plicated for kids to understand. Also 
the commercial copy has been given 
to a wordiness that is tiresome to 
children. 

Parents are a bit vexed at the 
multiplying demands made upon 
them by their children who have 
been educated in the ‘gimmes’ by 
these radio programs. Little Rol- 
lo’s pestiferous desire to obtain four 
empty sardine cans to send away 
for a diploma announcing him a 
member of the Kute Kids Klan an- 
noys mama not a little. 

Nevertheless the American parent 
dotes upon his or her child and if a 
radio program can plant in a 
young mind a stubborn desire for a 
certain product and the child care- 
fully remembers the trade name its 
10/1 the product will make the fam- 
ily pantry. 





John and Ned Return 
San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
John and Ned, harmony team, re- | 


turn to NBC next week after a pe- 


riod at KFI, Los Angeles, where 
they did a commercial program on 
leave of absence from NBC here. 





rection of the salary are will ale 
ways come under the jurisdiction 
of the advertiser and not the nete- 
work. They appreciate the effortw 
of the network to keep air salaries 
within bounds, but this state of af- 
fairs, the agency men aver, will like 


any other commodity be subject toa 


the laws of supply and demand plus 
experiment. Actual peak of the 
ether merchandizing bill can not be 
determined, they point out, until 
the cost of entertainment and net- 
work facilities outmatches the max- 
imum sales possidilities of the ad- 
vertised product. 
Balance 

If the tab on the radio campaign 
outbalances the sales returns then 
the advertiser must either cut down 
the cost of his program or quit 
the air for a medium less costly. 
So far, regardless of the topmost 
talent levels, state the agency men, 
radio’s rate per listener is consid- 
erably lower than news or magazine 
print’s rate per reader. 

There is one circumstance under 
which name acts on a program, aver 
the agency impresarios, should be 
willing to take a slice in salary at 
contract renewal time. That is when 
the sales returns on the product 
have reached their peak and the 
graph starts moving downward and 
the advertiser is willing to remain 
on the air as long as the dip doesn’t 
go below the level where it would 
be unwise to continue. From the 
time-buying angle he’s allowed this 
advantage by the networks, since 
the discount arrangement in effect 
makes the cost per broadcast 
cheaper the longer the commercial 
remains on the books. 





Burns and Allen in 


Two for Paramount 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Burns and Allen, ether and vaude 
team, have been added to Para- 
mount’s ‘College Humor.’ Bing 
Crosby and the Cab Calloway or- 
chestra are also in the picture. 

While here, Burns and Allen will 
probably go into ‘International 
House,’ which will also have a flock 
of ether names. 


3urns and Allen have been re- 
newed by General Cigar (Robert 
3urns) for another year at a sal- 
ary increase of $250. Boost brings 
the former vaudeville team’s air 
figure up to $1,250 a week. 

New term starts Jan. 1, 


SAMMY FINK DIES 

Sammy Fink, who has been with 
the Ben Bernie orchestra as drum- 
mer the past 11 years, died of heart 
disease in Chicago Novy. 39. 

femains were taken to Philadel- 
phia for interment. 

Santaella Replaces Bittick 
Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Salvatore Santaella has recruited 
a 15-piece orchestra here which 
goes to KMTR as a staff combinae 
tion. 

He replaces Jimmy Bittick’s nine« 
piece orchestra, 
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Radio Only Show 


For 32—2 Chains Gross $40,000,000 


Only branch of show business 
certain to emerge from 1932 with 
an increase of business over the 
previous year and show a substan- 
tial profit is radio. Despite the 
fact that both NBC and Columbia 
have been dipping under their last 
year’s monthly grosses since the 
start of the summer, the chains will 
wind up the current year with a 
neat increase of business between 
them. 

Columbia looks set to finish the 
1932 stretch with a gross income 
from time sales totalling $12,750,000, 
as compared to $11,895,000 for the 
year 1931. Over on NBC the tilt 
will be considerably larger in actual 
dollars but less in percentage. NBC 
will come on the final countup just 
within the $27,000,000 mark for 1932. 
Previous year this chain garnered 
a total of $25,607,000 from its sale 
of facilities to advertisers. 

NBC has never in its six-year 
history shown a profit on its public 
operating statement, despite the 
stride the business has taken from 
year to year, and it isn’t expected 
to show a profit for 1932. But Co- 
lumbia for 1931 did show a profit, 
with the net calculation slicing it 
down on paper for public consump- 
tion to over $350,000. 

Cuts Helped 


Since the early part of the past 
summer CBS has been operating 
under a 15% salary cut and a gen- 
eral slicing in overhead as com- 
pared to last year of between 20- 
25%. And since that chain hasn't 
been doing the station buying of the 
previous, the broadcast trade fig- 
ures it should come through 1932 
Pwith a net of $500,000 at the least. 
Probabilities are, according to the 
estimate of the downtown banker 
group interested in the $4,000,000 
stock investment they underwrote 
when William S. Paley took it back 
from Publix-Paramount, that the 
clearage will be considerably over 
that sum. 

NBC also has been operating un- 
der a salary cut and a reduced 
overhead, jointly figured at easily 
26%. After piling up a 22% in- 
crease in business for the first seven 
months of 1932 as compared to a 
like stretch the previous year, NBC 
started slipping in August under 
the 1931 monthly gross and has 
since failed to come out of this 
slump. Windup of November found 
this chain 21% under November 
1931’s total, or $1,955,150 as com- 
pared to $2,475,905. 

CBS’ Slipping 

CBS with a still more substantial 
increase over the previous annum 
started the downward trend in June 
and has seen this advantage stead- 
ily clipped as the months past by. 
That chain came out of November 
with a gross for time sales of $1,- 
105,500 on the month, while in No- 
vember, 1931, it took in $1,247,248, 
or a matter of 11% more. 

As accumulative totals now stand 
NBC is 8.2% ahead of last year, 
while the margin at Columbia rates 
8.4%. For the first 11 months of 
this year NBC gathered from facili- 
ties disposals $24,505,781, and the 
garnerings for a similar stretch in 
1931 added up to $22,505,856. On 
the Columbia books the total sales 
up to Dec. 1 of this year are $11,- 
596,261, with the summary for the 
like 11 months in 1931 leveling off 
at $10,697,933. 

With the new business on their 
networks for December, NBC and 
Columbia that the month will bring 
them pretty well the same gross 
they took in last December. For 
NBC it was $2,596,185 and on CBS it 
came to $1,197,106. Tacking on of 
these figures to the accumulative 
totals as of Dec. 1 will in round 
numbers stack up the calculated 
$27,000,000 for NBC, and the $12,- 
pag for Columbia on the year 
1932, 





W. K. eniarom Bkpt. 


Birmingham, Dec. 5, 

W. kK. Henderson, owner of 
WKH, Shreveport, La., has filed pe- 
tition of personal bankruptcy in U. 
S. court. He gives his Mabilities as 
$1,300,000 and assets $250,000. 

Henderson created a lot of fuss a 
couple of years ago by waging a 
campaign over his station against 
chain stores. During the presiden- 
tian campaign he surprised every- 
bedy in the South by supporting 
Hoover over his station, 


\ 





Biz to Make Money 





be 


REVIVE NBC COMMITTEES 





Plarning to Incubate 


Bright Ideas 


Program 





Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Program planning committee has 
been resurrected at NBC here. Con- 
sisting of representatives from the 
program sales, and artists’ depart- 
ments committee is now meeting 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 


each week for the purpose of incu- 
bating any inspirations the boys 
may have to improve biz. 

A similar committee existed for a 
number of years, but was abolished 
about a year ago by Niles Trammel 
as useless and a waste of time. New 
trial is in the hope that it will im- 
prove the quality of NBC auditions, 
etc. 

Another committee set up again 
by NBC is the so-called operating 
committee which meets once a 
week. Membership includes the 
head of every department with 
Trammel presiding. 








Radio Pix Program Plugs 
Radio City and ‘Kingdom’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Program of ‘Hollywood on the 
Air,’ Dec, 15, will be a plug for Ra- 
dio’s ‘Animal Kingdom,’ and a bally- 
hoo for the opening of Radio City. 
Parts of the picture will be 
done over the air with intention 
now to use Ann Harding, Leslie 
Howard and other members of the 


cast reading their lines from the 
film. 


Allen’s Script Trouble 


Fred Allen is having script trou- 
ble with the Hellwig agency han- 
dling the Linit account. One week 
the continuity is too highbrow and 


the next week it isn’t highbrow 
enough. Agency has changed the 
tone of the program so often that 
Allen finds himself submitting four 
different script ideas a week before 
one is finally accepted for the Sun- 
day evening broadcast. 

Show started off with a variety 
idea and for a couple of weeks 
guest starred names from vaude 
and. legit on a gratis basis. 











K@V LOSES AGAIN 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

KQV here has once more been de- 
nied permission by the Federal 
Radio Commission to broadcast for 
an unlimited time at night. 

KQV is one of Pittsburg’s five 
stations and minus a network fran- 
chise, 


'Buck’s Ether Bankroller ° 
Vamps After 7 Weeks 


A. C. Gilbert, toy maker, calls it 
quits, with NBC and Frank Buck 
Dec. 18, after filling only seven 
weeks of a 13-week contract. 

Understanding had been, accord- 
ing to NBC, that Gilbert would use 
the first seven of the 13 weekly 
broadcasts to plug his boys and get 





the balance to ballyhoo another 
device. Because of this agreement 
Gilbert had been allowed the spe- 
cial 13-week rate on the billing of 
each broadcast. 

Buck has been doing a ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ series of narra- 
tives and dramatizations for the 
account. 


Air Talent Awarded 
Salaries in Suit 
Against Recorders 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Judgment for §$1,907.9h plus 
$287.07 interest and costs, has been 
awarded 18 radio entertainers for- 
merly employed by Tower-Tone 
Recording Studios, by Municipal 
Judge Charles B. MacCoy. 
Fight for payment of salaries by 
the waxing outfit and Thomas M. 
Regan and John Simpson, its 
owners, who also were lessees of 
KELW at Magnolia Park, was car- 
ried on by the State Labor commis- 
sion, with which wage complaints 
had been filed, for nearly two 
years. 
During that period case reached 
the criminal court. Here Simpson, 
who angeled the proposition, was 
convicted, but a jury at a second 
trial acquitted him. It was then 
that civil action was started. 
Judgment against Simpson, L. A. 
contractor, was obtained on the the- 
ory of a joint venture, this argument 
having been propounded for the 
Labor commission by its attorney, 
Leo L. Schaumer. Latter believes 
that this will pave the way for 
judgment awards in many other 
cases which have stumped the la- 
bor body. 
KELW had been leased by the 
defendants to promote their disc 
recordings. Trial of the two lasted 
six days, during which perjury 
charges were threatened. 


MUSICAL GROCERY 


To take the place of the depart- 
ing Billy Jones and Ernie Hare 
teaem NBC is trying to sell Best 
Foods a ‘musical grocery store’ 
idea, with the cast made up of Wil- 











liam Gaxton, Victor Moore, the 
George Olsen band and Ethel 
Shutta. 


Current contract held by the food 
packer with NBC expires this Fri- 
day (9). 


AMBROSE GOES BRUNSWICK 


London, Dec. 5. 

Ambrose has just signed a new 
Brunswick contract, breaking away 
from Victor, calling for 15,000 
pounds a year against royalty on 
his dance records. 

Ambrose’s band is notable for its 
Americanized dance style. 











Inside Stuff—Radio 


Comparatively few of the network commercials have elected to include 





AIR LINE NEWS 


By Nellie Revell 





B. A. Rolfe, and his partner, Bid McKenna, who have been Writing 
together for 26 years, have hit upon a new idea for a radio program, 
Each week they will present a skeletonized version of some old time 
‘meller’ of the Harry Blaney, Al Woods type. For over three weeks 
Rolfe has been rehearsing a 30-piece orchestra, and a company of 60, 
including a chorus of singers. Program auditions for the Planning Board 
today (Tuesday) and will show to a sponsor tomorrow. 


The head of an advertising agency who is famous for making himself 
inaccessible, went a step too far the other day when a potential spongor, 
contemplating a radio program, tired of the exec and went direct to the 
network to buy his talent and time, 

Groucho and Chico Marx can’t break away from their habit of standing 
in the wings. They take refuge behind a screen in the broadcasting 
studio during orchestral interludes and race to the mikes when their 


| cues are impending. 


Stand By 


It will be a last gasp for Russ Columbo when he premiers at the Park 
Central next Friday. And so his pal*and mentor, Con Conrad, is ‘shoot- 
ing the works’ on the engagement, putting in everythig but a bearded 
lady and a bicycle act. If no-clickee, it'll probably be back west. 

Ben Alley doesn’t want his agent to book him for any paying dates in 
December, as he is booked solid on benefits. Alley is keeping his im- 
pending marriage, which is to take place near Xmas time, a dark secret, 
but discloses that the bride-to-be is a radio artist. 

Ann Sutherland, famous Frohman star and original ‘Frisco Kate,’ who 
play ‘Ma Betts’ on the ‘Moorshine and Honeysuckle’ program, operates 
a tea room in Greenwich Village. 

Frank A. Vanderlip, banker, author, and economist, will be on the 
air Friday. Wonder if he will tell how, as a cub reporter in Chicago 
many years ago, C. B. Dillingham, George Ade, and Finley Peter Dunn, 
Sr., cost him his job by continually scooping him on stories? 


Back to the Capitol 


William Hall, CBS baritone, shortly will open at the Capitol theatre, 
where he was once a doorman, later being promoted to the music library, 

Nick Dawson of ‘Daddy and Rollo’ is coming back on the air. 

Pic Malone and Pat Padgett, who are Molasses 'n’ January on the 
weekly Maxwell House Show Boat, are going to Charles City, Va., on a 
hunting expedition. Pic declares they expect to shoot at anything that 
jumps. 

Short Shots 

‘Saturday Evening Post’ will not carry the Jimmy Walker biog. They 
insisted that Walker collaborate with Boyden Sparks, which he pre- 
ferred not to do, and took a boat without signing the contract...Owen 
B. Young has commenced taking a more active interest in NBC affairs... 
Alice Joy starts on a sustaining NBC program Dec, 12...Jimmy Gillespie 
and John Fogarty are plotting a surprise...Mabel Farber, mother of the 
Farber Sisters (former vaudeville team, now retired) announced her en- 
gagement last Sunday to a Boston business man...Chase and Sanborn 
tea program, which leaves CBS shortly, will not go to NBC as reported, 
the budget being exhausted...Frank Black, newly appointed general 
musical director at NBC, was all set to take a vacation in Europe, but 
changed his mind when the job came...DeWolf Hopper returns to the 
cast of ‘Roses and Drums,’ CBS, December 11...Elliott Stuckel has 
transferred from the news broadcasting department at CBS to his okt 
desk in the press relations dept....May Singhi Breen and Peter de Rose 
will celebrate their third wedding anniversary during their regular pro- 
gram Thursday...Frank Mason has moved his offices down eight floors 
at NBC...Bernard J. Prockter, assistant program director at Columbia, 
is a cousin to Bill Paley, president...Irving Berlin is conferring with 
Paley regarding the presentation of a radio revue over CBS...George 
Allison, ‘the Graham McNamee of the British. Isles," was at the Notre 
Dame-Army game...Fred Berrens’ mother is ill at the Delmonico..~ 
Rhythm Boys have been signed as exclusive Victor recording artists... 
Jack Fulton’s new theme song ‘Lorraine’ will be published by Irving 
Berlin...Peggy Allenby, NBC dramatic actress, recovering from a minor 
operation...Happy Felton and his orchestra have replaced Julian Wood- 
worth’s orchestra at the Governor Clinton, and also on WOR. Woode- 
worth is bound for Havana and the West Indies...Susie Sutton. who 
plays Noah’s wife in ‘Green Pastures,’ will give receipts for Southern 
fish frys and boiled custard over WOR Wednesday...Gladys Rice, daugh- 
ter of John C. Rice and Sally Cohen, started her singing career with 
Roxy’s Gang...Ramona of Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, is the tallest 
woman in radio...Neel Enslen, announcer, is married to Beatrice Kneale, 
former legit actress..,Pat Binford of the Corn Cob Pipe Club, is assist- 
ant superintendent of parks at Richmond, Va....Thomags Gorman flew 
te the Coast and had two forced landings enroute. Came back last week 
by train...Walter Kelly is being auditioned for a commercial... Verna 
Osborne has recovered from a recent operation and returned to WOR... 
Caroline Gray, former NBC pianist, is now at the John Hays Hammond 
Laboratories working on the new electrical piano which was introduced 
on the air recently...Some radio artists are taking free holiday vacation 
cruises to Bermuda and Cuba, in exchange for their talents on shipboard. 


TIMBERG GAGGING —| Peg Healy Wants a Mike 
Joine Richy Craig as Marx Bros. Or Par B’klyn Release 














mention of price in their ether ad copy since both NBC and CBS lifted 
the ban a couple of months ago. On neither chain has the number quot- 
ing the tap on an article during any one week exceeded 25% of the 
total accounts. 

Observation made by the network sales departments is that the only 
time commercial takes advantage of the change in policy is when the 
matter of price makes a clinching sales argument. As weeks have gone 
by there has been a perceptible drop in the number of commercials 
using the price angle. 

Out of the 62 accounts broadcast from the NBC New York studios for 
the week ending Dec. 3 only 16 advertisers made mention of the price in 
their continuities, On Columbia the percentage was three points less. 

Inclination among advertisers to ring in the giveaway angle on their 
broadcasts has taken the least falling. Of the 62 accounts on the NBC 
schedule out of New York last week 25 had something that the listener 
could get by writing in or by enclosing a label from the product adver- 
tised. Decrease of prize contests on the network, however, has been 
notable, particularly on NBC. Only commercial on that network last 
week putting on a bid for fan mail by the prize route was General 
Electric. rite 





There’s more intrigue in radio today than in plotting a South American 
revolution, 

If there are eight people employed in an artists’ bureau, seven are 
fighting each other to sell the few acts each handles, because, like as 
not, each has a private littlé chisel in connection with this talent. 
Whether it’s kickback money or another form, it’s become so brazen 
that the artist has been educated to regard it ag a matter of course, if 
one is to get anywheres in this very mysterious radio booking business. 
It is replete with ramifications of intrigue and angles. 

The manner in which everybody of any standing ft im business for 


(Continued on page 42) 











Herman Timberg has been added 
to the Marx Bros. ether gag staff. 
He'll write his stuff in New York. 

Richy Craig, Jr., the Marxes’ 
other material guy, left for Holly- 
wood Saturday (2) to write the 
quartet’s next Paramount talker. 
He will continue scribbling their 
air stuff also from that end. 

Both writers were set through 
Charlie Morrison. 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Return of Groucho and Chico 
Marx here Dec, 20 to aid in prepar- 
ation of their Paramount story will 
shift their radio broadcasts from 
New York to Hollywood. 

At present, airings only go as far 
west as New Orleans. Standard Oil 
Co, *of Calif. is dickering with 
Standard Oil of New York, present 
advertiser, to buy the broadcasts for 
the Coast. 


ALICE JOY BACK AT NBC 

Salary differences leaves — Alice 
Joy without further RKO bookings 
and she goes back to a sustaining 
schedule over NBC out of WJZ, N. 
Y., this Monday (12). Network has 
her spotted also for Wednesday and 
Friday nights, 











Air Scriptists 

Pauli Whiteman through the NBC 
Artists’ Service is trying to get 
Publix to release his protege, Peggy 
Healy, from the balance of her cur- 
rent week at the Brooklyn Para- 
mount because of the girl's dissat- 
isfaction with a house rule against 
the use of mikes on the stage. Cir- 
cult ls expected to act on the re- 
quest today (6), though its execs 
in previous similar situations have 
taken the attitude that the house 
itself should be the best judge of 
whether a performer is getting the 
proper loudspeaker facilities. 

Rule prevailing in Publix houses 
around New York prohibits the use 
of a mike stand revealed to the cus- 
tomers on the stage. To get away 
from this mechanical arrangement 
the circuit has installed mikes 
along the footlight trough. Miss 
Healy's argument is that she isn’t 
getting the right pickup and feels 
handicapped. 

Miss Healy will be wtth White- 
man for a two-week engagement at 
the Capitol where the anti-mltke 
rule does not obtain, 
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~The Boys Are Burning : 





Radio Eds to Give Sing Sing Show the Silent 
Treatment—Won’t Stooge for Perry Charles 


—_ 7 





It’s not every day that they have|reles, he might as well count them 


a chance to stage a show for the} 
inmates of Sing Sing and to vouch- 
safe their readers a human inter- 
est yarn about the inside, but the 
radio editors on the New York 
dailies have agreed among them- 
selves to drop the idea rather than 
play second fiddle to a press agent. 
They’ve also decided among them- 
selves to keep all further mention 
of the Christmas affair out of their 
columns. 

Columnists claim that what had 
started out as a stunt promoted by 
radio chatter writers on the metro- 
politan papers has developed into 
an exploitation gag centered around 
Perry Charles, Loew p. a. and man- 
ager of WHN. And, the radio eds 
now declare, if Charles has elected 
himself director in chief of the 


| the boys 
| be no panning of the affair in their | 
All it’s to get is the silent | 





shindig and assigned them to stooge 
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Pearl Jessie 
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PAT 





TUNE IN FOR A 
MILLION LAUGHS 
Known to the Radio World as 





‘Molasses and January’ 


in 
Maxwell House Show Boat 
WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 





as 
‘Sooty & Box Car’ 


In 
Friendship Town 
WOR, Tues.8:30 mm. | WJZ, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 


PAT PICK 


Don 
Bestor 


HOTEL LEXINGTON 


48th St. at Lexington Av. 
NEW YORK 


as 
‘Pick and Pat’ 
in 
Macy Minstrels 














ON WEAF 
AND WOR 





VICTOR RECORDS 


out and handle the thing all by him- 


| self. 


Each of the columnists had com- 
mitted himself to bring one or two 
radio artists along to the prison 
event, but since they’re not going 
themselves, they’ve told Charles, he 
may also count these pledged en- 
tertainer contributions out. 


of the 
have agreed, 


charity 
there is to 


Because 


columns, 
treatment. 
The other eds are also peeved at 
Jimmy Cannon, radio ed of the 
‘World- Telegram.’ Charles took 
Cannon with him up to Ossining to 
arrange the final details, which oc- 


casioned Cannon to write a piece 
under a Sing Sing dateline and 
which sori of threw much of the 


bouquets in his own direction. 

Or so the other radio eds believe, 
since it was Charles’ smart idea, 
originally, to frame the whole thing 
as if this Sing Sing sing were be- 
ing sponsored by all the _ radio 
editors of Greater N. Y. This was 
a builder-upper for the radio talent 
to donate their services gratis in 
exchange for this editorial gesture 
to the prison inmates, 

To further complicate it, Nick 
Kenny, of the ‘Mirror,’ who is the 
‘Mayor of Staten Island,’ where he 
lives, is sponsoring a midnight un- 
employment benefit show at the St. 
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involved, | 


| nection with the refiner’s ‘Five Star 


} 


‘eral of the writers he had under 
;contract. VanLoan and his lawyer, 
} Arthur Garfield Hays, took the 


George theatre the night before 
(17) which can’t bring the radio! 


boys and girls home to their hearths 
much before dawn, and which 
further precludes the probabilities 
of their getting up early the same 
morning to make the bus jump to 
Sing Sing for the prisoners’ show. 





Luckies Dropping ‘Carpet’ 
O’Keefe Goes Off Dec. 12 


With Walter O'Keefe coming 
the Lucky Strike berth Dec. 12, the 
ciggie account 
ting the ‘magic carpet’ idea into 
mothballs and going into a policy | 
of three permanent name bands for 
the three weekly sessions. Revision | 
of the commercial’s setup will in 
no event affect Jack Pearl, consid- 
ered by the advertiser to be the 
one click on the series. 

Option time came up for O’Keefe 
and the commercial elected to pass 
it up, although the m.c. has in re- 
cent weeks been expressing dissat- 


isfaction with his assignment. 
O’Keefe had wanted to do more 


singing and story telling. } 

While the commercial is working 
on the idea of a variety type 
show for Saturday nights to waned 
the place of the current operetta 
revivals and a revision of the music 
policy for the entire series the m.c. 
stint will be handled by the NBC 
staff announcer. Howard Claney. | 
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PAUL WHITEMANS' 
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is thinking of put-| 


!was negotiating direct with his 
string of authors and had offered 
tex Beach $1,000 for the radio 


off | 


| the controversy by putting VanLoan 


/ whatever he pleased 


of| Chinese Gov't Vice-Consul 


| ‘Chink’ or similar references to Chi- 


' name for Chinese in the broadcast- 


| VanLoan charged that 


| was arranging for the Standard Oil 


Lyman’s $28,500 


Abe Lyman, doubling a couple 
of commercials, and tripling 
the Capitol, New York 
along with his recordings, is 
said to have grossed $28,500 in 
income for himself during the | 
month of November. 

Lyman is the money out- 
stander among the bandmen 
for gross returns. 


Standard Oil Gives 
H. H. Van Loan a Job 
In Suit Settlement 


Standard Oil of New Jersey has 
settled the breach of contract claim 
brought by H. H. VanLoan in con- 


InLO 











series on NBC. 
the agency 
on the account, McCann-Ericksen, 
froze him out of a similar idea he 


Theatre’ authors’ 


group and proceded to tie up sev- 


grievance direct to the S. O. of N. J. 
president, W. C. Teagle. 

VanLoan’s version was that he 
first took up the proposition with 
John Royal and Bertha Brainard of 
the NBC program department, ex- 
plaining that he had under contract 
26 popular name authors who were 
amenable to contributing original 
scripts and their personal appear- 
ances for a radio series to be known 
as ‘The Story Tellers Parade.’ Some 
time later, claimed VanLoan, he got 
a call from Margeret Jessup of the 
McCann-Ericksen radio department 
who quoted a price of $800 per 
author covering script and personal 
appearance, 

Following the first meeting with 
the agency rep, VanLoan said he 
discovered that he had made a mis- 
take in his quotation and advised 
McCann-Ericksen that the price 
would have to be $1,800 per author. 
Next thing he learned, VanLoan in- 
formed Teagle, was that the agency 


rights to ‘Cold Waters’ and his per- 
sonal appearance on the Standard 
Oil series, which deal was eventu- 
ally okayed by the author. 

Teagle’s lawyer agreed to settle 
on the 8S. O. of N. J. payroll as 
literary advisor during the 13-week 
run of the ‘Five Star Theatre’ 
author series on NBC. Title, he was 
told, would be just honorary and he 
was free to travel wherever and do 
during this 
stretch, while the check would be 
mailed to him each week. 





CHINESE—NOT ‘CHINK’ 


Goes 
After Radio 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Yi-send 8. Kiang, newly ap- 
pointed Chinese vice-consul here 
who last week notified film com- 
panies that Oriental pictures which 
showed Chinese in an offensive 
light would be banned in China, 
is carrying his government's clean- 
up to the radio. 

He has requested 
tions not to wse 


the local sta- 
the expression 


nese, Vice-consul particularly 
picked om the Warner § station 
KFWB for using the ‘Chink’ nick- 
‘Minnie, the 


ing of the 


Moocher.’ 


song 





Corn Cob Continues 
Edgeworth Tobacco has renewed 
its Wednesday night session over 
NBC's red network for another 18- 
week, effective Dec. 14. 
Same program setup, Corn Cob 
Pipe Club of Virginia, continues, 





Housewives Answer Questions 


Asked by Radio's Plugging Prof. 


Despite the marked improvement ey cities and got back 5,977, or 12°¢, 
made in the class of entertainment | with which he arrived at his con- 
on the air during the past year,|clusions. On the basis of the re- 
they aren't listening now much]|turns, the champ long listener of 
more than they did a year ago. That|the country is the Chicago set 
was one of the things Professor | owner. Returned inquiries from 
Robert F. Elder, of the Massachu- | that town showed that 18.1% of the 
setts Institute of Technology, says| listeners kept the tubes burning 
he found out in a study of radio’s| over 6 hours a day, while Buffalo 
sales effectiveness he made for the | was next with a rating of 16.8% 
Columbia network. Similar survey |for sustained tuning-in interest. 
conducted in 1931 showed that the | Syracuse came in third with a per- 


average set in the home was turned | centage of 15.6%. Town where the 


on 4.04 hours a day, while the lat- | least juice is consumed by the set 
}est tabulation figured it 4.17 hours] motor is Baltimore. There they tire 
a day. quickly after four hours of the loud- 

Professor Elder sent out 50,000] speaker, with the percentage still 


interested more than six hours fig- 


> 


uring 12.5, 


questionnaires to housewives in 10 








Housewives were asked to state 
Oil C b N | What brands of toothpaste, toilet 
ompany s ews ; soap, flour, shortening, scouring 

| 

| 


powder, shaving soap, collars, ciga- 
rettes and cigars were used in their 
home and from the compilations to 
answers Professor Elder set 
out to show the increased sale of 
these brands to homes with radio 
sets as compared to non-radio con- 
sumers. 


Reel Air Glorificati 
ee | these 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
Program dramatizing the experi- | 
ences of a new reel cameraman 
starts tomorrow night (6) over the 
coast NBC chain, commercialized 
by General Petroleum. 
Weekly half-hour program will 
carry a variety of subjects, based 











TOM KENNEDY 


on the usual run of news reels. Ray “VORKO” 
Fermstrough, former Paramount 403 Palace Theatre Bldg., N. Y. City 
news reel man, will be featured. N. B. C. 


His description and dubbéd sound 
will be used to put over the effects 
of a screen reel. 


It’s an idea of Dave Ballou of 
KFI who is supplying the con- 
tinuity in collaboration with Ferm- 
strough. 


RADIO RUBES 


NOW CAPITOL, NEW YORK. 
Next Week Loew's State, New York 





CHARLIE JOHNNY 


JORDAN WOODS|, 


Radio Ballyhooligans 
NOW LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? 











Wants Dignity 


Molle shaving cream wanted a 
dignified type of program for its 
debut and NBC staged a half-hour 
affair taking in the Revellers, the 
Singing Strings ensemble and a 
studio orchestra under Frank Black. 

Program has been auditioned and 
if okayed will be heard on a weekly 
evening schedule over the blue net- 
work beginning late in the month. 


























WABC 
Dally at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? | 


45-Minute Plug 


Milwaukee, Dec. 5. 

A 45-minute program without the 
customary interruptions by the an- 
nouncer was staged by WISN, the 
Wisconsin ‘News and Sentinel’ sta- 
tion Dec, 1. ae . -—_ - a 

Occasion was propaganda for a 
sales push set for the following day 
and known as Milwaukee Day, with 
every store in the city participating. 























NBC Grabs ‘Crime Club’ | 


‘Eno Crime Club,’ dean of the long 
run mystery stories on either of the 
chains, quits Columbia for NBC the 
first of the year. With the transfer 
the account will increase its sup- 
port from the current half hour a 
week to two such | periods weekly. 

Time contract with NBC stipu- 
lates a minimum of 13 weeks. 
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THE IODENT 


ANE FROMAN 


HELD OVER FOR SECOND WEEK AT ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
ON HER FIRST PERSONAL APPEARANCE 


HEARD EACH SUNDAY AT 4 P. M. E.S.T. OVER 60 STATIONS COAST-TO-COAST NBC NETWORK 
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Kelineties’ Five-Star ‘Theatre 


For Every Type of Radio Listener 


Instead of using the appropria- 
tion, as first contemplated, for an 
ether campaign strung over a pe- 
riod of from 26 to 52 weeks, the 
refiner coterie made up Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and Louisiana, and the Colonial 
Beacon Oil Co., figured that the 
quickest results could be obtained 
by concentrating the coin on a 
limited 13-week splurge. Like the 
other refiner outfits these have felt 


the pinch of the sales results by 
Texaco with Ed Wynn, and the 
sentiment prevailing among the 


quartet dictated that the air debut 
not only project a flock of names, 
but a strong ele: ent of innovation 
for newsprint publicity purposes. 

In charting the entertainment the 
refiner group set out to pick a web 
of programs that would embrace 
what they considered every phrase 
of listener taste. Out of the welter 
of some 30 suggested programs they 
culled five which run the gamut of 
radio diversion from cross-fire hoke 
comedy, as represented in the two 
Marx Brothers, to concert stars of 
the Thomas, Jeritza and Chaliapin 
level. The middle listener ground 
is covered by operetta revivals, a 
mystery serial and a salute to the 
popular literary minded via per- 
sonal appearances of name authors 
from this category and dramatized 
versions of their stories. These five 
programs in the opinion of the al- 
lied refiners represented not only 
specialties of their kind, but a com- 
posite of every class of entertain- 
ment on the air, so that there was 
no missing a single ‘listener want’ 
in the five night a week spread. 
-pChico and Groucho Marx got their 
release over a 13-station NBC 
hoekup Monday night. Next eve- 
ning found the refiners on CBS with 
the symphonic-concert star session 
over a 16-station link. Famous au- 
thors series comprised the Wednes- 
day night contribution through 
NBC. Aborn Light Opera Co. was 
heard over CBS the following night, 
and for the final stanza (Friday) of 
the week the allied oil group offered 
the ‘Charlie. Chan’ serial on NBC. 

Angle of particular interest to 
show business here is the fact that 
on ail programs but the mystery 
serial the.talent bill will exceed the 
cost of the network time. Marx 
Brothers’ stanza figures close to 
$8,500, with the comics getting 
$6,500 of this, the concert or Tues- 
day affair an average of $7,000 per, 
and the Aborn act $6,000. 


GROUCHO and CHICO MARX (2) 
5 Star Theatre (Standard Oil Cos.) 
WJZ, New York 

In aiming for their air debut as a 
part of the oil companies’ new 5- 
Star Theatre broadcasting scheme, 
Groucho and Chico Marx seem to 
have considered everything but 
their audience. They have the ma- 
terial and of its kind very good, 
even though a little too fast. Opin- 
ion differed on their first broadcast- 
ing Monday night (28). Some said 
they were great, others thought 
they were about 50-50 and others 
couldn't see them at all. Of course, 
all these opinions came from New 
Yorkers, so they don’t count. It 
could be said the Marxes did an 
average show for a first perform- 
ance on the air. 

With the Marxes, as with other 
distinctive talking comedians from 
the stage over the ether, the reports 
from the sticks will tell the story. 
Until then key city critics could well 
permit their remarks on the Marx 
Bros. to extend only to such local 
impression ag these boys may make. 
Their reputation is such that they 
commanéd attention and the laughs 
in their cross-fire conversation will 
be canght sooner or later by all 
their listeners, if not a little bit too 
fast, and flattened out instead of 
being too pointed. 

A possible line on an air audi- 
ence anywhere in this country that 
may be of advantage for radio book- 
ers, agents and actors to carry in 
mind is that this vast radio audi- 
ence called the masses, and which 
fxightens everybody going after an 
air rep, can be likened to any small 
time vaudeville audience of the past 





in any town outside of the key 
cities. When radio commences to 
play what will amount to nothing 


more or less than ae speciallly 
vaudeville blended air show of 390 
minutes or an hour, it will be the 
bookers and the agents who know 
their small time the best that will 
put together the best air shows of 
this character. The Marx Bros. 
know the small time. They grew up 
on it and they can paste this in 
their hat, too. 

Richy Craig, Ir., wrote the broth- 
ers’ air material. It centers around 
an air skit entitled ‘Beagle, Shyster 
& Beagle, Attorneys.’ 
to be four people, the two Marxes, 


less here without dialog. 





| switchboard girl and client. Groucho 
is Beagle, the lawyer, and the first 
thing he does is to raise the salary 
of the phone girl $10 a week, then 
tries to borrow the $10. The girl 
answers She hasn't a cent. Beagle 
replies he doesn’t want a cent; he 
wants $10. It is this style of rapid- 
fire talk that runs throughout the 
skit. 

The Marx Bros. are best known 


beyond the main streets through 
their comedy pictures. Among 
these were ‘Cocoanuts,’ ‘Monkey 


Business,’ etc. Each of these pic- 
tures more or less appealed to chil- 
dren. If the father said to his 
youngster: 

‘You know those funny fellows 
you saw in ‘Cocoanut’s are going to 
be on the air tonight at 7.30,’ the 
children probably would say ‘Oh, 
we want to hear them.’ 

And this is what they would have 
heard. The client, a man, coming 
into the office of Beagle, Shyster & 
Beagle, to say he wants a divorce 
from his wife; she is running 
around with another man, but the 
husband doesn’t know who the 
other man is. He wants to find out 
and he wants a divorce. At the fin- 
ish of the skit, Chico Marx, who is 
a process server in the law office, 
tells the husband that the man his 
wife is running around with is Mr. 
Beagle. 

That’s fine stuff for children! 
Chances are that if the Marxes pro- 
ceed with their law office continuity 
along lines like this they will never 
be able to hold a kid listener. First- 
ly, because parents don’t want their 
children to hear about bad wives 
and divorces, and this isn‘t an 
agreeable theme to the kids. Which 
means that if the Marxes don't look 
out, whatever kid following they 
have on the screen will be totally 
lost to them on the air. 

The entire idea of the skit was 
poorly chosen and worked out from 
any angle. 

It’s quite likely the Marxes can 
make themselves on the air. But 
they will have to use more head- 
work than their first effort dis- 
played: 

There are four Marxes for any 
other entertainment purposes. 
Harpo is the pantomimist, so use- 
Other is 
Zeppo, who, it is said, can make 
more money shooting craps, 


—_—_-—~-—_ 


JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 
With Josef Bonime Orch. 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


This is the second of Standard 
Oil’s commercials, falling under the 
symphonic caterory (Tuesdays on 
CBS from 10-i0:30 p. m, EST) fea- 
turing the Josef Bonime symphony 
orchestra and a guest soloist week- 
ly. Thomas opened and Jeritza is 
slated next. 

Tastefully mounted, it’s © still 
strictly one of those programs for 
them as likes it. Whether symph 
stuff will sell Colonial Beacon Esso- 
lube gasoline remains to be seen. 
It’s not hard to conceive Ed Wynn's 
merchandising achievements on be- 
half of Texaco, and the Marx Bros. 
could probably do ditto for any of 
the Standard Oil petrol brands, but 
the carriage trade that would in- 
cline to a ‘heavy’ sort of program, 
such as Thomas Bonime, probably 
don't bother about which gas their 
garages service them with, or their 
chauffeurs prefer. 

And since the ether is just an- 
other means of selling for them, 
Standard Oil may have to re-edit 
its ideas about a program such as 
this. 

The idea about ‘every night a 
first night’ on the S.O.’s 5-star pro- 
grams is otherwise oke, starting 
with the Marxes on Mondays, and in 
sequence embracing symph, drama, 
comic opera and fiction (name au- 
thors). © 

Thomas fur all his vocal prowess, 
and the general artistry of the sym- 
phonic accompaniment, lacks the 
necessary popular anpeal for the 
type of merchandise being bally- 
hooed. If it were a straight artis- 
tic foundation, or a public spirited 
endowment, that would be some- 
thing else again, but commercially, 
nix. The sole human equation was 
".aomas’ characteristic sign-off, 
‘Good night, mother,’ although that’s 
too, become very 3ennyleonard 
lately. Abel. 
FAMOUS AUTHORS SERIES 
With Rex Beach 
Dramatic Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
30 Minutes 
WJZ, New York 

Coming right behind the Marx 
Brothers katzenjammers of Monday 
nights on this same NBC network 
and the concert series on CBS the 
next evening there’s this intended 
appeal for the readers of pop litera- 
ture. Down on the ether pay roll 
of the Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Louisiana and 





There appear | 


the Colonial Beacon combine a 
grand is set aside each Wednesday 


lee cover the single broadcast rights 
to these script, and the author him- 
self or herself tossed in for a per- 
sonal appearance. With the mag 
market being what it is, the Five 
Star Theatre impresarios are hay- 
ing little difficulty lining up au- 
thors for this session at the figure, 
particularly since the approach 
doesn’t ask for an original script, 
but is willing to pick from the 
writer's published works. 

For the unveiling of the Wednes- 
day night stanza of the refiner’s 
spread over the two chains Rex 
Beach was handed the first call, and 
the yarn of his they picked for 
dramatization was ‘Cool Waters,’ 
published some time ago in a vol- 
ume called ‘The Goose Woman.’ The 
oil and gasoline distributors had a 
particular reason for opening their 
literary series with ‘Cool Waters. 
It wasn’t the best of material for 
radio dramatization, but it did have 
an oil felds background. And that 
was enough to give it the refiner 
combine’s approval. 

Loudspeaker version of ‘Cool 
Waters,’ though maladroitly adapt- 
ed in the early scenes, has moments 
of tense excitement and emotional 
punch, There was nothing delicate 
or subtle about the acting. Perhaps 
a story of ‘almost savage struggle 
among the pioneer oil men and 
brave women who worked at their 
sides in the conquest over primitive 
hardship’ doesn’t allow for the re- 
strained touch. Anyway, they dished 
out the old sob hoke here with a 
vengeance. Story itself as it filtered 
through the pentodes impressed as 
the old malarkay, particularly a 
miracle twist as an anti-climax. It 
was neither deftly plied drama nor 
acting that left anything for the 
imagination, Both the musical cue- 
ing and the title readings assigned 
the narrative could scarcely have 
been more clumsily done. 

After the noise of the oil well 
dynamiting and fustian acting had 
subsided, Rex Beach himself got 
the mike for a spiel on his check- 
signers’ products and a collection 
of autobiographal wisecracks. Lat- 
ter turned out to be fair humor and 
good for a smile or two, with the 
author making sure to ring in the 
gag about the girl who thought Rex 
Beach was a summer resort. 

Among those already signatured 
to contribute a story and a bit of 
batter for the 12 programs to follow 
are Fannie Hurst, Ben Ames wil- 
liams and Ursula Parrott. Here's 
hoping they all don’t feel obligated 
to be funny when they get in front 
of the mike. Odec. 





ABORN LIGHT OPERA. co. 

With Gladys Baxter, Vivian Hart, 
Roy Cropper, Ed Nell, William 
Philbrick and Hal Forde 
COMMERCIAL 

30 Minutes 

WABC, New York 

Obviously the thing that prompted 
the impresario of the Five Star The- 
atre idea pick Milton Aborn as di- 
rector of the operetta series was the 
publicity value of the name. And 
even that angle predisposes a doubt. 
if Standard Oil of New Jersey and 
the others set out to corral the older 
element of listeners, the motive has 
good likelihood of serving its pur- 
pose. But if the oil group had the 
younger strata included in their in- 
tentions they’ve gone far afield. 
Aborn is a managerial name that 
dates back into less youthful memo- 
ries, and as far as the younger gen- 
erations are concerned just a name. 

But aside from the question of the 
impresario’s current publicity value, 
it became palpable during the debut 
broadcast of the operetta series that 
Aborn’s talent as a stage producer 
certainly didn’t qualify him as an 
expert adaptator and director for 
the mike. For the initial program 
they dusted off ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
and if there’s anything the Aborn 
version accomplished for this fa- 
vorite among favorites was to be- 
little its possibility of loudspeaker 
appeal, 

That loudspeaker version came 
through with all the color, imagina- 
tion and romance completely dehy- 
rated. As an instance of score and 
script adaptation for the mike it 
was a bad _ piece of fumbling 
throughout. Most of the comedy 
sounded painfully unfunny, also due 
to faulty culling, while the awkward 
welding of the scenes and the fre- 
quent intrusion of the title reader 
gave the proceedings as a whole a 
jerky pacing. 

Even if the allied oil refiners were 
anxious to cash in on the Aborn 
name they could have also engaged 
from the radio fleld itself an adap- 
tator and director of the Harold 
Sanford type to work along with the 
stage impresario. 

Singing cast that Aborn gathered 
for this one is one pretty well known 
to stage operetta, but the charting 
given the program was too much 
of an obstacle for them to give a 
smooth performance. None of the 
voices impressed particularly, 
though the Sonia part tickled the 
ear during several of the arias and 
duets. William Philbrick and Hal 
Forde were there for the comedy 
bits, but outside of the occasional 
touches of Philbrick prattle in the 
Nitsch role, it made little difference. 

Last three or four minutes of the 
stanza were turned over to Count 
Luckner for a line of his ‘by jove’ 
patter and a rave over the secret 
refining processes entailed in Esso 
and Essolube, No reason why the 
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Five Star Thetre bankroller couldn't 
have had Count Luckner round out 
this stanza with an adventure story, 
and the effect created by the whole 
affair would have left no room for 
doubt. Looks as though the Five 
Star Theatre has done a falling star 
on this one. Odeo. 





CHARLIE CHAN 





With Walter Connolly 
Mystery Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Standard Oil of New Jersey and 
the associated gasoline refiners 
bankrolling the ether splurge de- 
scribe this one as ‘stellar attraction 
No. 5’ of the Five Star Theatre epic. 
For the introductory broadcast of 
the Charlie Chan _ series’ they 
dramatized an episode from Earl 
Derr Biggers’ ‘The Black Camel,’ 
evidently figuring that here was one 
story of the Chan library that the 
picture goers, at least, would be 
conversant with. Paramount did it 





a couple of years ago with Warner 
Oland in the star role. 


For the airlane version the Chan 
assignment went to Walter Con- 
nolly from legit, and the perform- 
ance that this character player 
turned in on the program's debut 
(2) sufficed to give assurance that 
there will be a following waiting for 
each successive Friday evening re- 
lease. Thing was skillfully adapted 
for the medium and with the aid of 
a good all around cast and able di- 
rection was made as exciting as 
possible under the circumstances. 
Connolly’s was a vivid piece of voice 
character sketching. 

That slowly measured flow of 
speech, the accent and inflection 
given the pollysyllables and the 
pacing of his lines quickly created 
a clear cut picture of the Charlie 
Chan figure and endowed it with 
the eccentricities highlighted by the 
Biggers stories. First episode, how- 
ever, could have been improved 
upon in the matter of pacing. Same 
for the sound effects, and the in- 
trusions of the narrator, or title 
reader. Players were at times slow 
in picking up their cues, the sound 
effects on two or three occasions 
were off time and the titles were 
too verbose. But these as com- 
pared to the impression of the pro- 
gram as a whole were minor faults. 

Responsible for the script prep- 
aration is D. Thomas Curtain, who 
did the original crime series for 
Lucky Strike. Harry Salter did a 
eapable job on both the musical 
cueing and orchestra batoning. 

Before going into the drama, the 
program has Connolly read a pre- 
amble from Earl Biggers. It was a 
windy piece of writing, contributed 
nothing that helped build the pic- 
ture and could have been omitted. 

Like the other programs on the 
Five Star Theatre series, the Charlie 
Chan is down for 13 weekly half- 
hour spasms. And like the Five 
Star exhibits on NBC it’s limited 
to a hookup of 13 stations. 

Odec. 





BAKBASOL ROUNDUP 
With Carson J. Robison, 
John and Bill Mitchell 
And Pearl Pickens 
Songs, Music 
COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Having decided to go after the 
backcountry market for the shaving 
cream, Barbasol dropped the 
suavely witty Ray Perkins and 
turned over his NBC twice-a-week 
spot to a hill-billy troupe. Headlin- 
ing the troupe is Carson J. Robin- 
son, for years one of the major re- 
corded hill-billy vocal bets with his 
partner, Vernon Dalhart.. These 
discs have sold up into the million, 
so that in going after the tall-tim- 
ber element the commercial finds it- 
self from the appeal angle with lots 
on the ball. 

Stanza that Robinson put on for 
his inaugural (29) was a rang-tang 
affair, noisy on the takeoff and the 
fadeout, but. between these covers 
filled with crack entertainment of 
the hill-billy variety. To the cityite 
the tintinnabulation may incite to 
a quick twist of the dial to some- 
thing more subdued and urbane, but 
out in the hinterlands Robinson and 
his lads and girlie will sock ’em for 
a row of corncobs. The more that 
the Robinson entourage yell and 
whoop, the heartier will be the re- 
ception and the sobbier the wailing 
about the cowman who was born 
in old Wyoming the stronger will 
be the impress made by the Bar- 
basol plug. 

Besides tossing off a vocal solo, 
Robinson regales them with what 
they'll quickly recognize as his ‘two- 
tone’ whistling, though cityites may 
be inclined to interpret the double 
chorded cffect as something due to 
static or kilocycle interference. But 
for sheer harmony both Robinson’s 
solo pipes and the ensemble are 
okay, with Pearl Pickens herself 
rating special billing for as reso- 
nant and emotion-touching a larynx 
as heard on either chain. Banjos, 
guitars, jJew’s harps and mouth-or- 
gans and other instrumental para- 
phernalia associated with the hill- 
billy jamboree are given their air- 
ing during the act. 

Like all entertainers on the Bar- 
basol programs, Robinson is shoul- 
dered with some of the plug chatter. 
Commercial is still using Singing 
Sam on CBS and the Old Singin’ 





Master o’ Sundays on NBC. Odee. 


‘assigned him, 








eS 


WALTER WINCHELL 
Jergens (Advertiser) 

15 MINS. 

WJZ, New York 


On the return of Walter Winchell 
with his gossip to the air he goeg 
into that indefinite ether class un. 
til all the returns come in. He in. 
terests a certain portion of big city 
scandal eaters who about live on it 
and these are mostly women of 
course, but when you leave the big 
cities there is not much concern 
over what Winchell talks about, for 
he talks about very little that is 
worth while excepting to the gossip 
guzzlers, 

When Winchell was previously on 
the air three times a week as the 
full hour announcer for Lucky 
Strike, that air hour at the time 
had hit a great vogue. But it failea 
to create a demand for Winchell, 
After he left Lucky Strike, some 
time elapsed before the present job 
came up. Previously to Lucky 
Strike Winchell had appeared on 
the radio once a week for some 
women’s stuff and used donated 
guest stars to help his 15-minute 
performance. That advertiser, how- 
ever, sold him to Lucky Strike for 
the amount of their weekly con- 
tract with him, $1,000. Lucky 
Strike paid Winchell $3,500 addi. 
tionally for three times weekly. 
Now he is appearing once weekly 
again with this advertiser. 

The trouble with gossip in type 
or on the air, Winchell’s or anybody 
else's, is that you don’t remember 
anything about it after reading or 
listening to it. Take all the names 
mentioned in any one gossip column 
or air chatter and have them all 
missing any morning, no one would 
get excited. So what's the difference 
if they ruin their own or someone 
else's life, or this dame is going to 
marry that sap or that mugg is 
tossing his girl. 


It might all sound quite cute if 
told to a stew party in a night club, 
But when Joliet, -Ill., is asked to 
absorb this kind of stuff it’s doubi- 
ful if the natives know how to take 
it. 


That's what Winchell’s got to 
wait for, to hear from all the 
Joliets, If they want his gossip he's 
worth a lot of money to the air, and 
if they don’t want it Winchell will 
have to find some way to substitute 
entertainment for it. 


This particular program Winchelt 
is carrying alone, He does 10 con- 
secutive minutes, The other five 
are divided between a most ordinary 
singer and a most ordinary sales 
announcer, 


Looking at it from that point or 
angle, the advertiser here probably 
has a bargain, 


ROSCO ATES 
‘Hollywood on the Aire’ 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


Rosco Ates is a one-timer for the 
ether, even more so than on the 
screen, where his repeated stutter- 
ing can be made subservient to 
whatever histrionic characterization 
But on the air he 
has no other personality than the 
faltering audible delivery, and that's 
not enough to warrant repetition. 


Ates was humorously introduced 
as the glib-tongued m.c., with this 
phase stressed so much that the 
veriest layman must have expected 
a reverse English by the time Ates 
came on with his stuttering. 


The RKO Radio picture player 
tm.c’d the regular Radio half hour 
Thursday night which hit the east 
at 12:30-1 a.m. EST. Eric Linden, 
Helen MacKeller, Fuzzy Knight and 
Dorothy Ates, Rosco’s daughter, 
who sang ‘Say It Isn’t So,’ were the 
principals alternating with Harry 
Jackson’s dance music. Latter took 
at least half the running time. Ates 
made much of faltering over Lin- 
den’s name to the degree he never 
did announce it, although the youth- 
ful player with a simple, human 
spiel about Santa Claus Lane (as 
Hollywood Blvd. is now rechristened 
fur the holiday season) was satis- 
factory enough. 

Fuzzy Knight's eccentric ha-cha 
almost sounded like a take-off on 
Ates, because of the broken deliv- 
ery. Ates’ comedy in the main was 
the substitution constantly of sim- 
pler synonyms when he _ started 
tripping over the more difficult pho- 
netics. Miss MacKellar plugged her 
picture and the California mildness, 
with a crack about how hold it must 
be in her native New York. It so 
happened that Dec. 1-2 in N. Y. 
were almost summerish in tempera- 
ture. 

A nice medley of old familiars like 
‘April Showers,’ ‘Sometimes I Love 
You,’ ‘Poor Butterfly,’ ete. took 
Jackson’s band off nicely for a fare- 
well. John Swallow announced. 

Abel. 


———____. 


SAMMY WATKINS ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady. 


WGY has aired a number of first- 
class orchestras from the Rainbo 
Room of the New Kenmore Hotel, 
Albany, in recent seasons, but it’s 
doubtful if any of them reached a 
higher standard of excellence than 
this one. Watkins was at the same 
stand for a short period last year 


«Continued on page 36) 
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Denv. ‘Post’ Tried 
Dropping Lists 
And Found Out ° 
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NBC Not Fast Enough, 
Chas. Hamp Goes CBS 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
of hanging around NBC 
waiting for something to happen, 
Charley Hamp grabbed himself 
ge com patent medicine, and start- 

broadcasting over Columbia's | 
Ww oe last week. It’s six nights! 
week for 15 minutes. 


goed is the ex-vice-president of | 


Tired 





| Dr. Strasska’s Toothpaste. 


Denver, Dec. 5. 


Denver ‘Post’ left out all radio 
listings for three days to see if folks 
really read them, That night the 
phones at KLZ and KOA were 
swamped with calls, as was the 
‘Post.’ 

Paper has reinstated the daily 
programs and is giving them more 
in detail, convinced that it is cheap- 
er to print the lists than to hire 
more phone girls. Before the break, 
the ‘Post’ referred to many pro- 
grams with the words ‘studio’ or 
‘network,’ but now they are elabor- 
ating on these features and are giv- 
ing names. 

Betty Craig, picture editor, has 
had the programs wished on her. 
She has to call the stations every 
morning and _ secure the latest 
ehanges, so that the programs will 
be correct. 

The stations, having had nothing 
to do with the experiment, are de- 
riving a good deal of satisfaction 
from the results. 

Only the programs of the chain 
outlets here, KOA of NBC and KLZ 
of Columbia, are used by the dailies. 
Programs of KFEL and KFXF are 
not printed. 








Radio’s Dream Girl 


ALICE JOY 


WJZ 


BLUE NETWORK 


MON. WED. 


EVENINGS 


FRI. 
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TED FIORITO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL ST. FRANCIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


BROADCASTING 


Demi-Tasse Revue, NBC, 
Monday Nights 


Columbia Network, Saturday Nights 


CBS-Don Lee Chain, Nightly, 
10 P.M. PST 


Lucky Strike 
Met. MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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WABC—CBS Network 
from 


Hollywood Restaurant 
New York 
Indefinitely 


ART LINICK 


In His Original Character 


‘MR. SCHLAGENHAUER’ 


Sponsored by TASTYEAST 
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Cleve. Hotel’s Name Bands 
On Coast-to-Coast Radio| = by L. B. ‘Wilson, head of | 





Cleveland, Dec. 6. 

Rudy Vallee’s band will play its 
first dance date in Cleveland Dec. 
16 for the opening of Hotel Carter, 
formerly the Winton, and its Rain- 
bow Room nitery, which has been 
dark for past year. Vallee’s en- 
gagement is only for three days, but 
band will put on a coast-to-coast 
NBC broadcast through WGAR on 


Crosley’s Break-In 


he 
| 
| the Liberty will be announced 





opening night. 
Hotel was renamed after town’s 
first inn-keeper, Lorenzo Carter. 


| Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 


pany of New York is reported in- 


terested. Manager is Folsom B. 
Taylor. 

After Vallee the Carter is book- | 
ing seven weeks of first-string 
dance bands into its Rainbow 
Room to get it going. Vallee is 
slated to be followed by George 


Olson, Vincent Lopez, Ben Bernie, 
Fred Waring and perhaps Paul 
Whiteman. 


Grofe and Whiteman Tiff 





Ferde Grofe and Paul Whiteman 
are tiffing again, after having 
patched up following a split, be- 
cause of Grofe’s belief he isn’t being 
compensated sufficiently for his or- 
chestral efforts. Grofe’s composi- 
tion, ‘Tabloid,’ which will be the 
feature of Whiteman’s next Carne- 
gie Hall concert, only carried a 
$500 consideration with it. Grofe 
argues that Whiteman is giving his 
new Chicago-imported aranger, Car- 
roll Huxley, that much arranging 
business every week. 


Grofe is now chief of the arrang- 
ing staff at Radio City, and his ‘Pro- 
log to the Star Spangled Banner’ 
will be the inaugural composition at 
R. C, Grofe’s ‘Radio City’ tone poem 
will be another orchestra work 
slated for musica] featuring in a 
later program. 

Grofe has asked the Chi World’s 
Fair governors for $6,000 for 
‘World's Fair’ which they want him 
to compose, 





WBAL’s 3 Mos. Stay 


3altimore, Dec. 5. 

For the third time the federal ra- 
dio commish arrived on horseback 
just in time to save the local WBAL 
from having half of its air hours 
chopped away. WBAL is dividing 
time with WTIC, Hartford, and 
when that station is on the wave- 
length the local transmitter goes 
into synchronization with W4JZ, 
New York. 

Last week, a day before the li- 
cense would have expired, the com- 
mish issued an allowance of three 
more months for synching with 
WJZ. 

WBAL is owned by the gas and 
electric company and is the big sta- 
tion of town with 10,000 watts. 





COASTING CROSBY 
Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

NBC’s San Francisco office is 
dickering with Bing Crosby for a 
Coast outlet program. 

Crooner is understood to favor 
Coast broadcasting as it will give 
him a chance to do picture work. 
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MUSTEROLE’S * 
ALL-STAR PROGRAM —~ 
Monday and Wednesday, 8 P.M. > 

ARNOLD JOHNSON and His Orchestra 


6 P. M. to 6:15 P. M. CST . 
WBBM—Chicago Deal may be set this week. 
“ ” i “HUMMING BIRDS” 
WHISPERING os MARGARET SPEAKS 
JACK — CBS ~~ KATHARINE CAVALLI 
een W ABC DOROTHY GREELY 
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EARL HINES 


AND HIS N.B.C. 
Appearing Nightly at Grand Terrace Cafe, 
EDWARD FOX 
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House Near Cincy a | 
‘Mast’ fer Acts)‘ 





Two Years Enough for 


Gene-Glenn Advertiser | 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 
Quaker Oats has given notice that 


it may not renew Gene and Glenn's 
| contract for morning network 
| broadcasts on NBC through WTAM 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 


Commencing Dec. 14 and every 
Wednesday nite thereafter, the Lib- | 
erty theatre, Covington, Ky., op- | 
posite Cincy, will be used as a try- 
out house for stage acts pre- | 
by the artists’ bureau of | 
Crosley’s WLW and WSAI stations, 
under direction of R. L. Ferguson. 


Liberty seats 1,900 and is op- 


| 
| 


VCKY, which is also an NBC out- 
Appearances of Crosley acts at | 





by | 
the rival etherizers. 

All WLW and WSAI talent, wlth, 
cluding commercial, booked by 
Crosley’s artists’ bureau, must play 
the break-in stand before receiving 
dates for personal appearances. The 
dress and routine suggestions will 
be made for the acts by Ferguson. 








London’s ‘Phila. Sundays’ 


| 
' 
| 
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ia four 


|}panies count on an extra 


Again—Over Money | 


Break for French Stations 


London, Dec. 5. 


New contracts have been signed 
by the Decca, Columbia and other 
phonograph record brands with the 
French broadcasting stations for 
spot etherizing of their disks on 
Sundays only. The British public 
switches to French on Sundays be- 
cause jazz is taboo in the British 
Isles that day. 

Hence, the British recording com- 
day's 
plugging for their new release via 
the French broadcasters across the 
channel, with England receiving 
any of the Continental stations 
quite well. 

The new powerful station in 
Dublin also swamps out the BBC 
station in London at certain pe- 
riods, and Dublin is also enjoying 
some commercial advertising profits 
accordingly. 


NBC’s Disc Audition 


NBC has adopted the idea of us- 
ing phonograph recordings for audi- 
tioning names on its artists’ service 
list to prospective commercials. 
Thing got its first tryout in the net- 
work studios during the presenta- 
tion of a couple of pr ograms to 
Squibbs. On one audition the net- 
work slipped in a, John Charles 
Thomas disk and on the other a re- 
corded sample of Irwin Cobb. 

Besides Thomas on the first show 
framed for the dentifrice the net- 
work offered John Erskine, novelist; 
Graham McNamee and a 36-piece 
orchestra under Erno Rapee. Other 
program grouped together the same 
musical combo, Cobb and a script 
idea authored by O. O. McIntyre. 











Sales Dept. Halved 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Under the division into two de- 
partments ordered by executive 
vice-President Richard Patterson, 
the Chicago NBC sales department 
is now headed by Kenneth Carpen- 
ter. He keeps Carl Wester, Harry 
Kopf, Bill Hay, and Paul McClure 
of the former sales department. 

I. A. Showerman, former sales 
head, is now sales service manager. 
This department, newly created, 
contacts advertisers and advertis- 
ing agencies on accounts already 
on the air. Assigned to Shower- 
man’s group are M. H. Peterson, 
E. R. Borroff, F. P. B. Nelson, and 
P. S. Wilson. 
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when it ends Dec. 31. Team's series 
sponsored by Quaker for 
two years. working on a yearly basis 
with a 30-day option that the oats 
company won't take up this time 
because of its retrenching program. 
If Apex Washing Machines or two 
other possible sponsors mentioned 
to sign them up before Dec. 
NBC may keep Gene and eae 
} 

} 

| 

| 


31, 
on sustaining. Dropping of their 
morning Quaker programs will not 
affect their nightly broadcasting for 
WTAM. 


DOWNEY AND NOVIS IN | 
‘BATTLE OF TENORS? 


It looks as enendun Morton Downey 
and Denald Novis are due to wind 
up sharing the same Woodbury 
Soap program when the sessions 
goes NBC Jan. 6. Forced by the 
NBC Artists Service to live up to its 
prior contract with Donald Novis, 
| the commercial has decided to con- 
vert the program into an exploita- 
tion stunt. It’s agreed to use both 
warblers pitted against the other 
on the same show and to call the 
program ‘Woodbury’s’ Battle of 
Tenors.’ 

Morton Downey is burning over 
what he terms an NBC attempt to 
give him the needle, while the NBC 
top execs are beginning to wonder 
now whether it would, after all, be 
good judgment on their part to > — 
Novis with the tenor from the op- 
position chain. NBC vy. p.’s them- 
selves are divided over the question. 

Program and sales departments 
are urging that the Novis contract 
with Woodbury be cancelled, while 
the network’s booking office is de- 
manding that the Novis covenant 
be enforced, and made to serve as 
an object lesson for clients. 

Argument originally advanced by 
NBC was that Downey’s sustaining 
contact with Columbia created an 
embarrassing’ situation. Latter’s 
publicity department, NBC contends, 
would be put in the position of ex- 
ploiting an artist both carried on 
and under contract to the opposi- 
tion chain. 

Up until Feb. 15, when the old 
contract expires Downey will pay 
the CBS artist service 20%- from 
the Woodbury engagement. There- 
after Columbia will be limited to 
10%. Same applies to Downey's 
CBS-booked theatre dates, 


Ill. Managing Editor 
Now Station Manager 


Rock Island, I!L, Dee. 5 

James L. Hughes is now manag- 
ing WHBF. He was formerly edi- 
tor of the Rock Island ‘Argus.’ Ap- 
pointment came with formal notice 
of federal commission approval for 
transfer of the _ station’s license 
from the Beardsley Specialty com- 
pany to the Rock Island Broadcast- 





ing company, affiliated with the 
newspaper. 
Morgan Sexton, former WHO- 


WOC announcer, goes in as program 
director. J. Ernest Gray to continue 
as chief engineer with Robert Sin- 
nett assisting. Changes in pro- 
grams, new features and general 
revamping will occur. 





Air Tribute to Emmett 


Columbus, Dec. 5. 
Former stars of minstrelsy put 
on a progr2m of their oldtime work | 
over WAIU here in observance of | 
the memory of Daniel Emmett, au- | 
thor of ‘Dixie,’ and ore of the first | 

minstrel showmen of the country. 
Among those who took part in 
the program, which obtained state- 








Irene Beasley Released 


Irene Beasley will be dropped 4 j 
pe CBS artists’ bureau Dec. 31. 
Contract had another year to go,} 
with the chain electing to exercise | 
weeks’ notice clause. 








jand 
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Miss Beasley has been on the 
Columbia link for close to three | 
vears, filling among others the | 


tch Girl commercial. 





| TUESDAYS, 10:15 P.M., 53rd Consecutive Week 


IC KENS e 


 mcurveH- FIELDS’ R. C. TUNES! 


Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy | 
‘ields are working on the tunes | 
for the inaugural bill of the Radio 

ity Music Hall. 

Two numbers already written bj 
team are titled ‘Happy Times’ 
‘A Feather in Your Cap,’ with 
first of the brace going inte 
minstrel part of the show. 


the 


, haa 


NE iad, PP 


wide publicity, were Billy James, 
Harry Shunk, Johnny Cartmell, 
Billy Church and Jack Richards. 


Call Off Gibbons 
Lecture; Only 
2 Tickets Sold 


Dec. 5. 
for 


Milwaukee, 

It would have been necessary 
Mloyd Gibbons to change his open- 
ing ‘Hello Nobody’ instead of 
‘Hello Everybody’ if his speaking 
date at the Auditorium last Friday 
had not been cancelled by the pro- 


to 


motor who was discouraged by the 


tremendous number of tickets re- 


| Eee in the racks. 

American Legion, co-sponsor of 
the event, publicized the coming of 
Gibbons, but Joseph Wilson, the 
promotor called the show off when 
he found but two tickets missing 
from the Auditorium’s many thou- 
sands of pasteboards. 

Previous speakers to appear as 
features of the announced 20 Fri- 
day morning talks by celebrities 
were Amelia Earhart, Lowell Thom- 
as and Vicki Baum. According to 
Wilson, 26 cash customers came in 
to hear Thomas, 39 braved the de- 
pression to listen to Miss Earhart 
and 30 paid for the Vicki Baum talk. 


Several other dates have been 
cancelled. 
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The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 
Known Star on Radio 


THE TEXAN 


The Sweetest Voice in the World 

















A. KUZNETZOFF 


with “JOLLY RUSSIANS” from 
RUSSIAN KRETCHMA (Rest) 244 E. 14th St. 
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broadcasting system other than Co- 
lumbia,’ or vice versa, 
Frank Black, former Sound Stu- 


Radio Reports 


(Couatinued from page 34) 


the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York 


before he succeeded Rudy Valiee at 


The present combination is a larger 
The 























- Little Bits from the Air | 





Irving Berlin’s versatility and fer- 
tility is startling when a review of 
his popular song output is presented 


re 


been bearing along as he tried to 
fashion his program to everybody's 
liking. Some interpreted this as a 
gesture of apology, while others saw 


: . = eae ra : dios exec, now general music pro-|one, claiming 16 members. on the air as it was by Frank Crum- 
‘ = yO ee aaa’ hae ie director for NBC’s New York foe —— “ee a nee mit and Julia Sanderson, = did | it as hy Su a caute ssion, 
as tak é »0asbe! : S | studios. etty Bowman, ues 8 are lit so fetchingly Tuesday night on | suavely and showmanly effected. 
management for radio and other i ars ans - 7 : TTA Ww Os 
nein ent . a nats mE Fitzgerald, manager of the/ now sub- featured. vegans Be cogpt al > their Blackstone (WEAF) program. First half of the program had 
BE ; ; aml Artists Service branch in Chi- | ing Watkins on two midnight shots | rhe half hour flitted by as they re- | Jolson peppery with meaty and less 
Ed Wynn is still pouring his coin |cago, around the New York office | weekly, the first time this has been prised one after another of the hits| easily recognizable laugh fodder 


into the Amalgamating Broadcast- 


the past week getting his instruc- 

















done locally on a sustaining band 


by America’s foremost popular song 


But this level took a fast descent 





ing System and still hoping to wind | Mons. ' program. writer and, as Crumit observed in|toward the end of the show, 
up with a network of his own. Lew Cooper now managing Mil- From the opening bars of 4/| seeming ad libitum manner, ‘it's al- | particularly when he resorted to the 
Stoopnagle and Budd will do no dred Bailey. a broadcast, there is no mistaking the | most not fair for one man to write | ‘what do you think I’ve got up here, 
out of New York personal ap-|, Walter O'Keefe may m.c. with/ class of Watkins’ unit. The music | ell such marvelous song.’ a duck’ chestnut. Song numbers 
pearances once they get started | Paul Whiteman on General Motors. | is soft, sweet, and easy on the ear; What is more amazing is that] continued to hit their impressive 
with their Pontiac show on CBS Dick Pavey, Bob Burdette and/ empo is fine, rhythm intriguing, en- | there’s enough left over for a No. 2| stride, 
Jan. 4 chem Bes wig tebe tng a an-!semble work excellent, orchestra-|Irving Berlin program, exclusively 
George Sheldon from vaude will) wsay ener eee and/tions are rich and full, while the comprising his songs. Wera Engels, Radio Pictures’ im- 
do the straight with Tom Howard poise Sabato ion ial instrumental arrangement is good, Crumit and Sanderson must have] portation from Germany, was 
on the revised Chesterfield series. a. ee ro though a bit out of the ordinary. reeled off choruses of some 30 or | slipped into the Mildred Bailey pro- 
Boswell Sisters look set for a W The pianist, for instance, is more | more Berlin numbers in their re-| gram (30) for one of _ those 
cosmetic account to take the place est to the fore than is usually noted in | view, which was cleverly straight- | standardized interviews over WEAF, 
of the Chesterfield check. i ae dance bands, but the effect achieved sone BI aes. mca yey and Gonventionnt were the questions 
ri; i av . ne 43 : ll spotting. Vio- | Don Phillipe characters 0 e cigar | and equally conventional we 
With time hanging ie pheae den | qqu2y ior Rogers, manager of KNX, aan’ ecetibn niu adeno out, while | script, as they cued for one or the | answers. What she - Hamer —- 


hands, the NBC and CBS press de- 
partments are given now to sending 
out daily releases on a ping pong 








Hollywood, only putting in two 
hours a day at his office, due to seri- 
ous sinus trouble. 





the other departments are in capa- 
ble hands. 


other themes, and the range and di- 
versity of the requests was met by 
appropriate choruses every time. 


American husbands, is she glad that 
she’s on her way to Hollywood, etc, 
One of the cracks assigned her 


contest between their respective Goodman Ace 1} ? Apparently with an eye to ether ( 
announcer staffs. In the mime0-] around under, and Svar Yaak oan transmission, Watkins pianissimos It was all glibly uncorked, and at/} was that she has been smiling so 
graphs the opposition network is|jo,, who sat at the next table at|T@ther than fortissimos his music the same time there were oppor- much for photographers since her 
alwavs referred to as ‘a certain Golleme Yan. Chicare N most of the time. He does not strive tunities for deft plugs here and | arrival from abroad that suddenly 
: > be » Chicago. Next morn- * .| there of the Blackstone cigar. she finds herself still smilin ! 
ing in the mail Taylor got a letter |t? impress with volume, but rather he 1 ' & when 
from Ace beginning: ‘You probably by tone, balance and subtle nuances. i “ed at ll se tomo — ee 
don't remember me y Leader sings, not too frequently, During his Friday (2) night's h parnaigr n -_ air with- 
Chevrolet radiation out of Los (Continued on page 41) 
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OF MINSTRELSY 
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“THE GREATEST NOVELTY 
TRIO ON THE AIR” 


“The Don Hall Trio sparkled on 
the Yeast Hour Thursday night.’’— 


NICK KENNY (Radio Editor, N. Y. 
Daily Mirror.) 


DON-HALL TRIO 














TUNE IN 7:30 A. M.g| Yer. Also plays at theatre four} merits of the product are made dur- ‘ 
days a week. Has jobs for other |ing the 15-minute program. Each the red hookup 
three days and Carmenza Van der|runs about one-half minute. Talk 

ay Sa, Ee, Soaps Sat Lezz substitutes. about “Three Little Pigs’ is also 
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Laurence Lipton and Martin 
North are associated with H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny in his new program 
building service in Chicago. 

Fritz Blocki authoring ‘Drums and 
Roses’ series for J. Walter Thomp- 
son. 

Red Nichols heard June Rae on 
KYW, Chicago, and invited her to 
sing with his orchestra in Minneap- 
olis for four weeks. 

Al Wilde, who has been audition- 
ing ‘Katinka’ in Chicago, is a broth- 
er of John Charles Gilbert, ex-pro- 
fessor now in operetta. 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick with 
his Sunday sermons over WKY, 
Oklahoma City. 

Gordon Hittenmark shifted to 
publicity agent by KOMO, Okla- 
homa City. 

Jack Walton has moved to the 
Broadmoor night club, Denver, 
broadcasting over KLZ six nights a 
week, 

Pecause of federal economy, G. 


employes in the department, sta- 
tioned in various parts of the coun- 
try, have lost their positions be- 
cause of reductions in personnel. 
James McCormick singing over 
KLZ, Denver, on sustaining. 

KLZ, Denver, is starting an ar- 
— bureau and will audition tal- 
ent. 

Clarence Reynolds, former muny 
organist, now playing broadcasts 
from Ogden theatre over KOA, Den- 
































in a voice which sometimes suggests 
Rudy Vallee. Carl Brown's trio, 
working with guitar or orchestral 
accompaniment, harmonizes smooth- 
ly, and anon, humorously. Miss 
Bowman handles blues well, al- 
though her opportunities on some 
broadcasts are limited, Jaco. 


THREE LITTLE PiGS 
Songs, Piano, Accordion 
COMMERCIAL 

WBRC, Birmingham 


One of the few new commercial 
features to hit the air in Birming- 
ham lately, being sponsored by a 
local pork sausage company. This 
is one of the reasons why the name 
was selected and does right well. 
Fact is, the name probably goes 
further to bring dial twisters to ra- 
dios daily than anything else. 
Somehow ® just catches and the 
songs and music follow. 


are mixed in nicely between songs. 
The accordion seems a bit far from 
the mike, or else there is a reason 
for keeping it in the background, 
for it does not carry. 

Bradford has a good voice and 
does ‘Down by Old Millstream’ and 
Fit as Fiddle’ very well. Marie 
Elliott has been pounding ivories 
in Birmingham as long as there 
has been a station and her work is 
okay. Three announcements on the 


woven into announcements, which 








WCKY, Covington, Gets 


Angeles Al Jolson perpetrated one 
paragraph that has the broadcast- 
ing trade exchanging two-sided re- 
actions. Jolson described the flood 
of suggestions that had been com- 
ing in about his programs and ex- 
pressed the hope that everybody had 





Regular NBC Spot 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 

A three-year fight by WCKY for 
a fixed place in the NBC chain 
ended last week when that station, 
which is located in Covington, Ky., 
opposite this city, became basic 
blue, with WSAI, a Crossley outlet, 
retaining its red designation and 
WLW, Crosley’s 50-000-watter, re- 
ceiving super classification. For- 
merly WCKY was alternating red 


TRafalgar 7-0700 W. Earnhart, radio inspector for| The trio are Jimmy Blue, ac- ’ 
the Denver territory, has lost his|cordion, Tom Bradford, singer, and | #4 blue and WLW was basic blue. Will learn you to spiel 
job. He is succeeded by E. S.| Marie Elliott, piano. Pop songs are| WCKY has 5,000 watts and is the through de ike J art 
Heiser, of Chicago. Thirty-three | the mainstays. Accordion and piano| third most powerful etherizer in trade six lessons — ee @ 


Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. 
WSAI is 1,000 watts during the day 
and 500 after sundown. 

Under the new arrangement 
WLW is privileged to accept Na- 
tional’s blue or red commercial 
broadcasts in addition to the 
WCKY or WSAI blasts at its rate 
of $990 per hour. National’s hourly 
charge to advertisers for the regu- 
lar blue net is $4,220 and $4,600 for 





Reilley Quits Don Lee 




















PERFESSER 








(Pronounced ‘POIKINS’) 
English Lessons 
On the Air 








good commercial sponsor. 
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Mid-W helps. st Bobbie. Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
_ I est Frank J. Reilley, general sales 
‘SILVER DOLLAR’ manager of the Don Lee coast CBS 
“The Sherlock Hol f Melody” H 
olmes of Melody Amos 'n’ Andy, Ben Bernie, Good- 30 Mins. chain for the past three months, 
man Ace, Alex Robb on the produc- | COMMERCIAL resigned Dec. 1. 
i H tion committee for the Chicago| WEAF, New York C. Ellsworth Wylie, former man- | ————————... eee 
ome 4 Radio Show at Coliseum, A commercial plug for the WB ager of KGB, San Diego, succeeds 
an =] - 
MILLIONS ARE TRAILING Pete Peterson back on the job at eee of that name, yw was a him. WHEN! 
’ NBC, Chi : ; sustaining cross-country y, from 
“THE TUNE DETECTIVE’ Quinz neg yd ee wage Denver, where the world premiere The grim reaper claims an AUDITION 
ge tgs of ‘Silver Dollar’ took place Dec. 1 DON BERNARD OUT with you the one SUSTAININ 
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| 15 Axed in RKO Booking Office 
As Prelude to Godfrey's Quster: 
Among ‘Em Aloz and Hodgdon 





RKO’s big booking office axe, pre- 
paring for its final decapitation, 
when George Godfrey is due to 
go out, took a preliminary swipe 
Saturday (3) without advance no- 
tice and separated about 15 people 
from their sixth floor jobs. Sat- 
urday‘s outs, topped by Jimmy Aloz, 
ranged from bookers to stenog- 
yaphers and included two men who 
had been in service for more than 
two decades. 

Besides Aloz those dismissed in- 
cluded Ray Hodgdon, Chester Strat- 
ton, Dolf Leffler and the whole con- 
tract department. When Godfrey 
departs Arthur Willi and Bill How- 
ard, in addition to Beck himself, 
will be the only ones left. RKO re- 
gards these two bookers as more 
than sufficient man power for the 
little vaudeville time remaining. 

The cuts are in proportion with 
and made necessary by the huge 
decline in the past year in RKO’s 
vaudeville bookings and a conse- 
quent drop in income. With 10 
weeks of time on the books by next 
week and the 5% commission col- 
lected from acts in the name of 
maintenance as the only revenue, 
the RKO exchange will be drawing 
less than $1,500 a week from that 
source. 

Must Cut More 

Beck was told to cut $500 off the 
booking overhead. With Godfrey 
out a weekly reduction of close to 
$1,000 may be effected. 

In point of service among those 
holding over from the B. F. Keith 
days, Aloz was the circuit's oldest 
employe, starting with the same 
booking office more than 30 years 
ago. As head of the contract de- 
partment and the RKO expert on 
time and routes, Aloz was a walking 
information bureau on acts and sal- 
aries, perhaps knowing more about 
both than an: body in vaudeville. 
His other distinction is that he out- 
lasted every one of the many book- 
ing regimes up to the present one. 

Aloz’s Value 


In recent years as contract de- 
partment head Aloz was assigned 
to most of the dirty work as the 
official squarer in actor disputes. 
When a booker obligated himself 
to acts with cortracts on which he 
couldn't deliver, it was up to Aloz 
to juggle the routes or the books 
to satisfy or placate the complain- 
ant. At the time of Godfrey’s de- 
parture as booking head two years 
ago, when it cost RKO $200,000 in 
eash to settle claims, Aloz was 
er ‘ited with saving the circuit an- 
other $100,000, Lately he had been 
working on the present booking of- 
fice obligations which Godfrey again 
compiled, with which are estimated 
at $300,000. 

Fodgdon, a son of the late Sam 
K. Hodgdon, who founded the book- 
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Murray and Lake Pinch Hit For 
Stricken Stuart 








Louisville, Dec. 6. 

Rialto got a break over the week- 
end when Ken Murray and Arthur 
Lake rushed by airplane from New 
York to help Sue Carol’s headline 
vaude act after her husband, Nick 
Stuart, was detained in New 
Orleans by flu. 

Both did it without pay, leaving 
Monday (5) -morning when Stuart 
wired he’d get in that afternoon. 
The extra excitement gave the the- 
atre added impetus for a big $12,000 
week in view. 


Missed Only 1 
Show; Cut 50%, 
On Gun Charge 


Bill Robinson’s arrest on a gun- 
toting charge which resulted in his 
missing the final performance of a 
full week at the Pearl, Philadelphia, 
and for which the theatre deducted 
almost 50% of the week’s salary, 
has led to the filing of suit by 
Marty Forkins, owner of the Rob- 
inson ‘Hot From Harlem’ unit. 

Sam Steiffel, owner of the Pearl, 
withheld $2,450 of the $5,250 guar- 
anteed the show for the week. For- 
kins’ contention in his suit, filed in 
Philly, is that the loss of only one 
performance did not justify the de- 
duction. 

Circumstances surrounding Rob- 
inson’s arrest were peculiar. The 
weapon was not carried on the col- 
ored dancer’s person, but found by 
Philly police in his trunk at the 
hotel. Identity of the complainant 
was not revealed. 

Robinson has had a New York 
pistol permit for years. Philly po- 
lice released him after learning this 
from the New York authorities, but 
it was too late for Robinson to 
make the last show at the Pearl. 
Meanwhile Stieffel had dismissed 
the audience. 


CITY SLICKER TISHMAN 
WOW IN WHEATON, ILL. 


Wheaton, Ill., Dee, 5. 
After booking Keith and RKO 
vaudeville shows for 22 years, 
Sammy Tishman is quite success- 
ful and contented now as an indie 
picture house exhib in this small 
town. 




















ing system in use at Keith’s and 
RKO for many years, has been in 
and out as an agent, booker and 
scout for about 22 years. For the 
past year he has acted as office 


manager, i alr hagge Jack, also 
a former booker, w an RKO 
agent. 


Stratton May NBC 


Whether Stratton will be taken 
on by NBC’s artist bureau is not 
yet set but probable. Another for- 
mer booker, he has recently been 
the RKO booking office’s contact 
man with the network and serving 
both ends, but only on one payroll. 
Lately his work has been mostly in 
NBC’s behalf as the artist bureau’s 
talent salesman to RKO vaudeville. 
He may stay on the same job, with 
NBC instead of RKO paying his 
salary. 

Ieffler started as an assistant 
booker four years ago and lately 
has had@ his own book. 





Mahoney’s 4 Wks 


Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Will Mahoney is starting Dec. 10 
&t the local Palace his four weeks 
for RKO. Other towns will be Min- 
neapolis, Milwaukee and Cleveland, 


Tishman took over the Para- 
mount, only theatre in town, from 
Great States-Publix a month ago 
and has been seeing a profit of $300 
aweek. The house was open only 
on Saturdays and Sundays when 
Tishman got here, but he’s running 
it all week. 

The former big time booker re- 
sides in a seven-room house, 
rented completely furnished for $40 
a month, and commutes to Chicago 
now and then. 


DAPHNE POLLARD’S FLU 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Daphne Pollard was compelled to 
leave the State-Lake bill Thursday 
(1) when she contracted influenza. 
Art Jarrett from the Palace dou- 
bled over for the first performance, 
while Dick Bergen scouted for a 
substitute act. 

Frances Renault 
week. 





filled owt the 





JOE MANN BETTER 
Chicago, Dec. 6. 
Joe Mann, who has been in a lo- 
cal sanitarium for the past three 
years, has recovered sufficiently to 
return to the home of his sister at 
5200 Harper avenue. He must re- 





in that order. 

Mahoney could only accept four 
weeks of this time, as he is consid- 
ering a Broadway musical i 
offer. 


main under medical care for some 
time. 

Mann was formerly a dancer in 
vaudeville, having been with a num- 
ber of different turns. 


TRAPEZIST’S FALL 





Dainty Ann Howe Drops 15 Feet at 
Par, North Adams 








North Adams, Mass., Dec. 5. 
Mrs. May Egan, known in vaude | 
as Dainty Ann Howe, is in the hos- 
pital here in a plaster cast as a re- 
sult of a mishap in her act at the 
Paramount theatre last week. With 
her husband, Joseph Bgan, she 
had done a double turn and was 
working a single trapeze specialty, 
hanging from the swing by a foot 

loop while singing upside down. 
She dropped 16 feet to the stage, 
fracturing the pelvic bone in two 
places, Her excellent general 

health augurs complete recovery. 


NO OPPOSITION 
PAY-OFF ON ACT 








Cantor Taking 4 Publix Weeks 


At $10,000 Before Starting on 
Road: Loew Invites Morris Back 


- 
vv 








Bing Crosby’s current week atthe 
Capitol, New York, and three more 
Loew weeks to follow, are in return 
for his cancellation of a commit- 
ment to play the independent and 
Loew’s opposition Hippodrome, Bal- 
timore. 

Besides the four weeks in return 
for the Balto favor, Loew raised the 
redio singer’s salary $500, to $3,000 
a week. 

Whether this increase was sanc- 
tioned by the other booking offices 
participating in the four-circuit sal- 
aly agreement was not reported. 





NOW AN INDIE EXHIB 


Lou Berkoff of the vaudeville 
dancing family of that name is go- 
ing off the hoof after 23 years to 
turn exhib with two straight pic- 
ture theatres in New York. He has 
leased the 68th St. Playhouse and 
Bohemia Annex on 74th street, for- 
mer from Charlie O’Reilly of the 
TOCC, and opens them next week 
with straight pictures, 

Berkoff's parents, who formerly 
headed the family dancing act, have 
retired. Two daughters continue in 
vaudeville, 

Besides dancing Berkoff staged 
girl lines for Publix, 


Jessel’s Garden Show 


George Jessel has opened negoti- 
ations for the Winter Garden, 
which Warner Brothers give up 
about Jan. 16. 

Jessel wants to install a vaude 
policy with himself m. c.’ing the 
shows. He would have the shows 
as far as possible along the lines 
of the old Winter Garden show 
days, he says. 

















jwithout any progress on 


Carr’s Barnstorming 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Nat Carr is leaving here (5) by 
auto on a wild-catting personal ap- 
pearance tour, with New York as 
his destination. 

From there he plans to sail for 
London, where he will do an act by 
James Madison, 


BERKOFF OFF THE HOOF 


$375 PEANUTS 


Betty and Jerry Browne 
and Lost a Week 





Ate "Em 








Betty and Jerry Browne lost a 
week’s booking at $375 at the) 
Scollay Sq., Boston, commencing | 


Nov. 14 through eating stale or pu- 
trified peanuts, purchased in a 
chain store. 

Harold M. Goldblatt has been re- 
tained to sue for $500 damages for | 
the Brownes. Al Allen of the Mor- 
ris office supports the act’s claim | 
that he had them booked, but had | 





to cance] through illness following | 


eating the peanuts. 





Allez-Oopers 


In a Back to 
The Soil Trek 


America is no longer the prom- 











ised land from the standpoint of 
European performers, There are 
still occasional acts abroad who 
would like to come over to hunt 
for caviar, and occasional acts that 
do come over with that in mind, 
but the majority of those European 
turns now in the U.S. are figuring 
on wavs and means of getting back 
to the fatherland—and more eer- 
tain hard-crusted bread. 

Good acts that not so long ago 
were assured of work are laying 
off so much now they’re worried. 
Almost every boat to Europe is 
carrying back performers, some 
contracted, most just desperate, but 
more hopeful, 

Through some odd freak of 
chance vaude conditions have been 
picking up in the various world 
centers at the same time as they’ve 
been going boom in this country. 

Combination of several] circuits in 
London makes a route of over 30 
weeks possible in England. In 
Germany Parenna, the government 
agency which had vaude pretty well 
in a stranglehold has given up, with 
conditions reported much better due 
to a return of booking and billing 
competition. In France several 
vaude houses have reopened, due to 
a slow but definite up-move. 

Most allez-oopers don’t know all 
these facts and don’t care, All they 
know is that it’s impossible—or al- 
most so—to get dates in this coun- 
try. Which explains a constant 
trek to shipping offices in a return- 
to-the-soil movement. 


COAST VAUDE SIESTA 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
State, Long Beach, has dropped 
vaudeville booked by Bern Bernard 
of RKO until Xmas day, when it 
resumes. 








RKO’s 10 Vaude Weeks Now Second 
Fiddle to Loew’s With 11 Weeks 





RKO for the first time in 30 years 
wil! play second fiddle in the vaude- 
ville field commencing next week 
(10), when the playing time booked 


out of New York by that circuit will 
have dropped to 10 weeks. Loew, 
its own 
part, but simply by standing still, 
attains the leadership for the first 
time. 

Loew has been second in Line of 
succession for many years, but al- 
ways slightly behind. Next week it 
will have 11 weeks to offer against 
RKO’s 10. 

RKO’s new 10-week bottom will 
be arrived at when six vaudeville 
towns go out of vaudeville for the 





two weeks before Christmas. They 
are Albany, St. Paul, Milwaukee, 
Kangas City, Omaha and the State- 
Lake, Chicago. Boston was origi- 








| This will be the 
janything but 


| 


temporary there is the possibility 
that a decrease in losses or possible 
profits with straight pictures may 
keep these theatres off the vaude- 
ville book for good. 

Only Two Weeks in N. Y. 

Of next week’s 10 remaining weeks 
of time but two will be in New York. 
They are a full week at the Albee, 
Brooklyn, and splits at the Academy 
and Prospect. Time remaining out- 
side New York will comprise Bos- 
ton, Chicago (Palace), Cleveland 
(Palace), Elizabeth, Minneapolis, | 
New Orleans, Paterson, Providence, | 
Toronto, Trenton, Troy. 

In actual playing time for stage 
acts RKO lost the leadership at the | 
start of the season, but to a pres- | 
entation circuit, Fanchon & Marco. | 
first time that it’s | 
first in the regular 


vaudeville group. 


nally on this list, but sticks. Al- Last vear at this time RKO was /! 
| though the closings are described ag! booking 70 weeks é 
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Eddie Cantor has temporarily 
postponed the Cantor-William Mor- 
ris two-a-day, $2 top vaudeville 
roadshow to play four weeks for 
Publix as a single at $10,000. He 
opens Christmas week, with the first 
The 


stand not yet decided on. 
weeks probably will take in New 
York, Brooklyn, Chicago and 
Detroit. 

When the Cantor- Morris bill goes 
; out later it will not play these 
towns, 


Until the Publix bookings were 
arranged for Cantor by the Morris 
office and while the road show deal 
was still in motion, Morris had 
| practically set the Auditorium, 
| Cleveland, as the opening date on 
| Dec. 26. But Cantor's picture, ‘Kid 
| From Spain’, starts at the Ohio the- 
j}atre there that week and the come- 
dian decided against playing against 
himself. 

The Morris-Loew situation still ts 
unsettled, although peace loomed 
during the week, when Loew ad- 

| vised the agency that it could have 
its franchise back. . So far Morris is 
not known to have responded either 
way. There is a possibility that 
Cantor may also play for Loew in 
between his Publix and indie road- 
show bookings. Loew's best offer 
for the whole unit, including Cantor, 
was $12,000, but is reported as being 
more favorably inclined to playing 
Cantor at his own figure as a singk. 


Broadcasts from Road 


In the Publix houses Cantor wiliT’ 
take with him the Benny Meroff 
band, which is also set for the va- 
riety bill. Cantor has arranged with 
his ether advertiser for permission 
to stage his end of the Sunday night 
broadcasts from wherever he’s play- 
ing for Publix at the time. Jimmy 
Wallington, the coOmmercial’s an- 
nouncer, will join Cantor out of 
town for the Sabbath affair, while 
Dave Rubinoff and the rest of the 
program will join in from New 
York. When the Cantor-Morris in- 
die show goes out, Rubinoff and 
Wallingford will go with it. 


Ed Schiller of Loew's called in 
another actor regarding playing 
‘opposition’ last week after pre- 
viously having warned Meroff about 
joining the Cantor show. The last 
instance concerned Emil Boreo, who 
was reported advised not to sign & 
contract for Radio City. 


BECK WILL ISSUE ALL 
RADIO CITY CONTRACTS 


First contracts for vaudeville 
acts engaged for the opening Radio 
City Music Hall will be issued this 
week by Martin Beck in the RKO 
booking office, About 12 vaudeville 
turns in all will be on the show, 
in addition to the concert and opera 
people picked by Roxy. 

Ray Bolger is the latest vaude- 
villian understood to be set, at a 
reported salary of $1,250. Ken 
Murray at $2,000 is another possi- 
bility. Other opening show acts 
are Dave Apollon, Weber and Fields 
and Emil Boreo. 

Beck and Roxy are said to have 
straightened out their differences 
with an agreement under which 
Beck talks the final turkey to all 
vaudeville talent for Radio City. 
It was charged that Roxy and his 
assistant S. Jay Kaufman had been 
making offers to acts whom they 
chanced to meet on the street. 











RKO’s Frisco Bookings 
Again with Ken Dailey : 


San Francisco, Dee. 5. 
RKO has reopened its vaude 
booking office here with Ken Dailey 
again in charge after two weeks of 
managing the now dark Orpheum, 
Dailey will book clubs, etc., while 
RKO’s Golden Gate continues on 
Bern Bernard’s ledgers. 














Karavaeff’s 10 Foreign Weeks 


Karavaeff, Russian dancer, sails 
for Paris Thursday (8), for a 10 
veek tour. 


He has three weeks at the Olym- 
pia, Paris, to start, then making a 
rance England. 


tour of | and 
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, FOUR-WAY STAGE SHOW Yeah, Bo! //AGENTS UNSCRAMBLE =f 
Boston's Sunday Shows Made Worse “Jere curs toop| | MORE ACTS, COMMISK 


vaudeville policy 


Than Nothing by New Censoring; | reer |B amen he Kn ieee 


A four-way stage show battle T t , t} } = 
: | | renton by another agent ‘fore h 

progress currently in the dow! l ep 2 Saarane _ 

' (Puck) had issued the proper re. 


Low Comics Must Dress Neat Now town deluxers, on the rostrum. | Loew's Separate Pit jiease, was upheld by the RKO 


agents’ association the arbitra. 
Maurice Chevalier is at the Ch d Will A i 
i tion meeting last week. Puck eol- 
= as ° cago Olsen and Johnson at tl: Ban S l ugment lects on the Trenton date, with the 
State-Lake: Mills Bros. at the O 


Boston, Dec. 5. DANCER’S MISHAP ental, and a special eight he All Stage Jazz Acts tlm: a RO 




















This one-time locale of the Bos- —_ Golden Jubilee’ bill is playing the , ; -ahegaaee —_ 
ton Tea Party, Paul Revere’s ride; Loretta Gray's Ankle Buckles | palace. | Hamilton’s requests for releases 
| from Bentham & We'ier ana 


and other hot-cha affairs, is getting | Under Her On Stage Pe A Se ae As a result of a recent ruling by ory 
to be a No. 2 Philadelphia on Sun- | anee tive: wenntellena made oumneny Plunkett, respectively, were 
days. The difference is that on the Albany, N. Y.. Dec. 5 MANWARING AGAIN turned down. Also denied was a 
Sabbath Philly has no shows at all. | York, against doubling by bands be-| request by Frank Libuse for re. 
3oston’s theatres are open that day, |lease from Max Richards, upon the 


(802), New 


Loretta Gray, Chicago dancer 


appearing with the Gayety Revue | tween the pit and stage, Loew's 
aring wi al ; 


ss seit et Be in ¢ | _ £ Trying Another Indie Wild-Cattin \ eae ‘ es application of the act ana ; 
but what goes on inside couldn ‘lat the RKO Palace, suffered a tia 9 will have separate pit crews of from = te Chicago agent. for 1 . _ 
incerely > CF » : Ss , r | ; | | ; ‘ N se, ‘as agent, for re-hear- 
sincerely be called shows, either. sprained ankle during her act last Vaude Revue | 12 men up in all their deluxe houses. ing Board uphe id its crizinal * 
, eee s | Se “ S ° rs > Ss 12 at dee 
Vaudeville acts playing these | week and was compelled to lay off ee Under agreement said to have 


Rall : : : | cision in Richards’ favor. 
parts say the limitations placed on/for the rest of the booking here.| WN, & Manwaring, RKO agent,| been reached between 802 and 
them lately by the Lord's Day Alli-| She was performing a_ toe tap} will make another try with an in-! Loew’s, when latter plays stage 
ance, the law under which Sunday/ dance and was coming down a} gdje percentage vaudeville show | bands and should want to double 


censorship operates here, have been! flight of stairs when her foot! Christmas week. He’s getting it| them into the pit, they pay the 


At the same _ session Richards 
voluntarily issued a_ release to 
Leary and Craven, 
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increasingly stringent. Right now, j; turned under her She fell to the/ together now with intentions of |} equivalent of the pit cost. This | pa 
the acts declare, they're too tame)! stage | hooki iad , , 1¢ | matae it « ax » iodine : iti 
: stage. oking the wildcat dates himself. makes it a play or pay proposition 9 
for even Sunday school concerts. | mpe curtain was drawn as sl Stenenten cheteeh ide bbe but unlikely that Loew will not use Souders Stage Band Show 
In the past dancing on the stage} was taken away The rest of the . . re 4 afttar « the 802 New York musicians since | . 
‘ : ; Was t away. | troupe two weeks ago after a s § ~ 
has been out on Sundays, while the | act continued. | break-in at Glens Falls, N. Y. paying for them. Starts Orph, Port., Xmas 
girls had to wear more clothes than | mais sini aeatinca See WM ; Orchestra will be substantially cut | San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
on weekdays. But in recent weeks} : , q k | at the Capitol when playing ndme | nin bed eet mo eee wanda 
the lid has clamped down on every- | Dows n ie Wee s ’ ° ° ° bands on the stage, it is understood, | OTR, 
é y-| vs 5°, . *|stage band policy for Christmas 
thing but mammy songs and bows. | Balto S Legit Auditorium but number not given. Day at the Orpheum Portland 
a 2 lite C3 ur pre . > $m» > re ; > a! ‘ 9 { ¢ 
Since the retirement of John M.| Ritz, Syracuse, started vaude ~ oats = Pe 7 , 
: 3 , ; -opying the style curre f » los 
Casey, this town’s noted censor, a| Saturday (3), and the Olympia, Becomes 3d Vaude Spot ee ea Roan Bsa 0 scott en af <' - 
. <q 7 — . = ae m “ re § « reeks, 
short time ago on the grounds of} Utica, follows it Sunday (11), each | Baltimore, Dec. 5. Coast’s S lit We k ers ve : © 
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Merging Bookings; Only 25 Vande 


And 30 Presentation Weeks Left 


Although indications are that an 
agreement on salaries will be as 
far as they'll go, heads of the four 
major circuit booking offices and 
members of the theatre departments 
are still talking physical amalga- 
mation. At a meeting in Essex 
House apartment of Ed Schiller of 
Loews’ last week, the matter again 
came up and was again set aside 
for further discussion. 

Reported in attendance, besides 
Schiller, were L. K. Sidney of 
Loew’s, Martin Beck of RKO, Sam 





Major Vaude Time 


Weeks: °'33 32 


Circuit 

RKO eereeeeeeeeeeee 10 70 
Warners ereeceoeooes 4 14 
Loew eeeeeeeeeeeeee 11 8 


Publix eeeeeereeeeee None 6 
FL. & M. erecereoers None + 





Totals eeeeeeeeeee 25 102 





PRESENTATIONS 
Circuit Weeks: 33 32 





Dembow of Paramount and Joe 
Bernhard of Warners. 

While the circuits consider a cen- 
tral clearing house for all stage 
bookings, they are reported guiding 
the setting of all salaries by mut- | 
val understanding. So far as is 
known, there hasn't been any wide 
difference of opinion in individual 
eases. 

The mode of operation, from ac- 
counts, will involve a board of di- 
rectors comprising one representa- 
tive from each circuit and all with 
equal voting authority. The details 
are said to have been passed on as 
okay by the circuits’ own legal de- 
pariment. 

Whether the cooperating bookers 
will also go into the matter of out- 
side opposition hasn't been estab- 
lished, but reported as being con- 
sidered for proposal by one of the 
participants. This circuit has been 
disturbed by strong indie compe- 
tition in a couple of eastern towns 
lately. 

In the event they merge, the four 
major books would have little com- 
bined time to offer, as shown in a 
box accompanying this story and 
compared to the amount they might 
have pooled at this time last year. 

There are 25 weeks of vaudeville 
and six of presentations now, minus 
Fanchon & Marco, F. & M. as a 
unit producer rather than a circuit 
is not included in the proposed get- 
together. 


F&M Midget Unit 


Buster Shaver’s ‘Tiny Town Re- 
vue,” Tishman & O'Neal midget 
turn, will play an immediate repeat 
for Fanchon & Marco after closing 
its initial trip in New Orleans this 
week. Act goes from N. O. back to 
Los Angeles. When it goes out again 
a@ unit will be built around it, with 
Shaver producing it for F. & M. 








H&M earnicat 











NATHAN TRUNK CO. 


1196 Sixth Ave., S. EB. Cor. 47th St. 
NEW YORK 


| dianapolis. 


Fe & Me ccccesaccocs 50 
Loew ..cosesesseee None 11 
Warners eeeeeseres None 11 
Publix ee eereeeeeres 6 5 


Totals eoeeoereesee OF 77 


| NEW FRANCHISES 





Stewart-Riley Split 





Martin Beck has granted a per- 


black book. 
Among other RKO agency 


own franchise upon dissolution of | 
the Stewart & Riley a 
while Nick Feldman gets the privi 


office. 


SARANAC PATIENTS AND 
THEIR LOCAL ADDRESS 


N. V. A. San. 


Saranac Lake, Dec. 6. 

Present addresses of show people 
here are: 

Thomas Abbott, Dan  Astella, 
Fred Bachman, Stella _ Barrett, 
Fritz Bender, Happy Benway, Betty 
Blair, Charles Bloomfield, Fred 
Buck, William Canton, Alice Car- 

















907%, SHOW BUDGETS IS 


WEST’S DECEMBER CURE 





Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Theatre managers playing vaude- 
ville through the midwestern terri- 
tory are dropping acts for the two 
weeks before Christmas in a ma- 
jority of spots. Most of them de- 
clare they will resume after the 
first of the year. 


Dick Bergen’s three full-week | 


stands on the local RKO book are 
sticking through December. They 


jare Louisville, Nashville, and In- | 


However, the Decem- 
ber seen is about 50% of normal. 


F-M’s Extra Week in 


Chiacgo for 2 Units | 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Two Fanchon & Marco musical 
tabs are set for three weeks each 
in Chicago, one week more than 
the regular units play. ‘Trene,’ 
currently at the Uptown there, and 


last week at the Chicago, lays off | 
one week and then goes into the) 


Tivoli, week of Dec. 16. 

‘Sally’ unit plays the Chicago 
week of Dec. 30, then a week at the 
Fox, St. Louis, returning to Chi- 
cago for a week at each the Uptown 
and the Tivoli. 





Bernie Braves Hoodoo 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Ben Bernie's orchestra from the 
College Inn goes into the Palace 
here Dec. 16. Last time band played 
the house the gross was around 
$27,000, big. 
It is hoped Bernie can offset part 











1,000 Used Trunks Always on Hand 
Tel. Bryant 9-0651 


of the usual before Christmas week | 


doldrums. 
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Betty Huntington, Betty Blair, Jack 


; ™m.c. 


| unions. Although house is an- 
; nounced as closing for the holiday 


| pictures booked and the date of re- | 


| amounted to $600 to the stagehands 
|} and musicians, -mostly the latter, 
| who get extra for everything over | 


soing into the red regularly, RKO 
| lief along with other economies that | 


, cheaper for RKO to keep the house 
' dark. 


man, Fifi Climas, Ethel Clouds, 
Edith Cohen, Leonard Cowley, Mae 
Delany, John Dempsey, Frisco De- 
Vere, Jack Flaum, Natalie Feldman, 
Olga Gaier, Frank Garfield, Chris 
Hagedorn, Dorothy Harvard, George 
Harmon, Ruth Hatch, James Hicks, 
Betty Huntington, Millie Jasper, 
Al Jockers, Elsie Johnson, Jeanene 
La Faun, John Louden, Joe Mc- 
Cormick, Mike McMamee Lawrence 
McCarthy, Phyliss Milford, John 
Montellese, Alma Montague, Rich- 
ard Moore, Danny Murphy, Harry 
Namba, Loran Newell, Gladys 
Palmer, Angela Papulis, Joseph 
Parker, Louis Rheingold, Annemae 
Powers, Nellie Queally, Ford Ray- 
mond, Fred Rith, Pen Shaffer, Toni 
| Temple, Tommy Vicks, Catherine 
| Vogelle, James Williams, Xela Ed- 
; wards, Dorothy Wilson and Lillian 
Zeigler. 

| Harry Barrett and Charley Bar- 
rett, 302 Broadway. 

Charley Bordley, Riverside Hotel. 
| James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Margaret Grove, 9% Church St. 
Dave (D.D.H.) Hall, 76% Bloom- 

ingdale Ave, 
Mannie Lowy, 24 Helen St. 





Danny Collins On Own at RKO— | 


| 


sonal agency franchise to Danny | 
Collins. He is leaving the Harry | 
Fitzgerald office to carry his own|! 


| 


changes, Lee Stewart regains his | 


| 


lege of the floor for the Pete Mack | 


As Long 








As There's 





|A Theatre 





Open 








Marilyn Moran, Raybrook, N. Y. | 
Andrew Molony, 2 Front St. 
Mrs. Sidney Piermont, 138 Park | 
| Ave. 
Joe Reilly, 54 Sheppard Ave. 
Jack Nicoll, c/o 901 Taxi. 
Freddy Stockman, Teddy Lor- 
raine, H. Ll. Pech, Jack Aitree, Jack 
Kroos, Jack Brocksmith, Francis 
} Dugan, Sunmount, N. Y. 
Newcomers 
| Newcomers for November: John 
Montellese, Mrs. Sidney Piermont, 





LeRoy, Frank Garfield. 

Left during November: Lillian 
Leonora, Jack Girard, Sidney Cohan, 
Eddie Voss, Bert Ford. 

(Write to those you know in 
Saranac). 


Fox, B’klyn, Own Shows 


Fox, Brooklyn, drops the Fanchon 
& Marco units next week, a home 
produced show going in on Dec. 16. 

Chas. Niggemeyer is in as pro- 
ducer for the theatre and a 16-gzgir] 
line will be permanent under the 
handling of Miss Dolly. Al Reed is 
booking the _ talent. Sam Jack 
Kaufman remains as pit leader and 
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First week’s show will be called 
‘Cocoanut Follies.’ 


State-Lake Raps $600 | 
Weekly Union Overtime 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Future policy of the State-Lake 
hinges upon the attitude of the'| 





season there is no vaudeville or 


opening, if and when, remains to 
be set. j 

RKO wants relief in particular 
from overtime which last week 


five hours a day they work. State- 
Lake musicians have been averag- 
ing $124 a man, leader $150. Stage- 
hands are under classification, grips 
vetting $64, department heads $76.80. 

Pointing out that the house is 


claims unions must give them re- 


must be put through or it will be | 


“A Boy, Three Chins, 
Four Stomachs (with pleats) 


— and: You: <2. 











An act for the hix in the stix and an act for 
the city slickers. Playing vaudeville, pictures, 
dramas, musicals, stock, carnivals, medicine 
shows, Wilkes-Barre, Scranton—and pinochle. 
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ARNOLD JOHNSON ORCHESTRA 
(29) 

With Whispering Jack Smith and 
the Humming Birds . 

22 Mins.: Full (Special) 

Albee, B’klyn 


Arnold Johnson's Ork and 
Whispering Jack Smith have been 
in vaudeville before separately. 


They are now in vaude together, as 
they are on the air for NBC's 
Musterole commercial, with the 
Humming Birds (3 women) also 
figuring. With a presumed good 
following on _ radio, combination 
should mean some box office. Dis- 
counting the b. o. angle, it’s still a 
stage attraction that will hold up, 
bringing more than the average sat- 
isfaction. 

The act wasn’t working to best 
advantage at the Saturday matinee 
here with the final picture drawing 
gag going off balance, but with that 
corrected, plus some tightening, it 
will land right. 

It may be that Johnson could cut 
out that frame thing. He’s done it 
before and it’s old. Besides the 
novelty interest it carries is not 
enough to endanger a finish that 
otherwise might be punchier. 
Chances are Johnson and Smith 
will find that the frame chalking 
episode, which takes some time no 
matter how fast the men are in 
sketching the eignt separate frames 
which fit into one, is taking the edge 
off Smith’s final song number. 

The whisperer-singer works alone 
at a piano and with the Humming 
Birds backing him. Division is 
about even. Birds’ trio of high- 
pitched harmony voices figure as 
effective background for Smith. 

Johnson has a band of 15 men, 
many of whom double for vocal in- 
strumental and comedy bits. Per- 
haps there is too much doubling 
and too much of Johnson’s band for 
major results. The ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ bit, for instance, could go. 
Number’s old anyway. 

Among numbers is one in which 
four men do an operatic type special 
while playing bridge. It’s novel, en- 
tertains and by all means should 
stick. The intricate trumpet solo 
and the ‘Sentimental Gentleman 
from Georgia’ song, topped by a 
buck dance, also merit remaining. 

Closed four-act show here and 
over first rate in spite of opening 
day difficulties. Char. 





BURNS and KISSEN 
Singing, Comedy 

13 Mins.; One 
Orpheum 

Urge to brighten up the act again 
has this old time standard team go- 
ing for new material and making 
certain eliminations from the last 
routine they did. Still a good next 
to closer and can play any bill. 

Chinese number has been dropped, 
as has been the work from the 
audience by Kissen while Joe Burns 
is doing a ballad, with a plant also 
used. Team continues to do paro- 
dies on pop songs. They open with 
one around ‘Trees’ that sells them 
instantly, then going for some walk- 
across gags. A differentiation on 
the parody idea has Burns doing a 
ballad straight, Kissen retaliating 
with his version of it which is 
woven around the wife. 

Several parodies on ‘Why Darkies 
Are Born’ wind up with team doing 
a nance howl for an encore come- 
on, Walker meeting Seabury in 
Paris with Bronx cheers from each 
as greeting are followed by similar 
brief gags. Over big up here 
Thursday night. Char. 





THE DE TOREGOS (5) 
Dancing, Singing : 
17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum 

Not a new team, the De Toregos, 
but their present flash is differently 
constructed and stronger, if any- 
thing, than was their previous act. 
No house too fussy on flash de- 
mands for this one. 

Formerly the De Toregos was a 
four-people act, with a male pian- 
ist and a prima donna carried. Now 
the team carries a sister act for 
unusually clever dance routines, 
and a prima donna for buildup and 
a break between change of scenes. 
Songstress has a thin but pleasing 
voice. 

A Blue Danube waltz proves mild, 
but the other two built-up numbers 
for the De Toregos very effective. 
The American Indian adagio clos- 
ing is a trifle long but well exe- 
cuted. Closed bill Thursday night 
and a hit. Char. 





.WORTH and WYLE 
Dancing and Comedy 
7 Mins. in One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Two young men who mix a little 
good dancing and some good acro- 


batic work with comedy falls and 
general clowning. Act is more or 
less of a mixture, with the dancing 
predominating, but all worked for 
the laughs, 

With average house the laugtis 
come where they are expected, for 
small reliance is placed on talk and 
the panto will get over anywhere. 
Not outstanding, but a competent 
deucer. Chic. 


WALLY SHARPLES and CO. (3) 
| Revue 
17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum 
In Wally Sharples’ present act 


only two blackouts remain, Sharples 
announcing he’s trying to get away 
from that. And a good idea, only 
it should be carried out further by 
disposing of both of the survivors. 
Sharples’ revised turn of three peo- 
ple fits for middle-of-bill purposes 
in the neighborhoods. 

Sharples has an unbilled man and 
woman with him. Two girl pages 
in former act have been disposed of 
along with blackouts formerly car- 
ried, but the same jazzicky parody 
on an opera classic remains for the 
finish. It’s Sharples’ good sales- 
manship and showmanship chiefly 
which brighten up the material of 
his turn. 

First blackout at opening when 
Sharples, giving an idea of the kind 
of acts he formerly did, has a dick 
masquerading as a customer in a 
hat store. On a pinch, salesman 
wants to go around corner to tell 
boss, blackout having smart dick 
going out to do it himself in taking 
no chances. 

Other blackout has the Schmaltzes 
entertaining an Englishman _ in 
hopes of closing a soap cvuntract. 
Hoke around eating and manners 
figures in this one, with a flat end- 
ing failing to make it much better 
than the other one. 

Sharples has one scene where he’s 
trying a special song number, with 
pianist wisecracking over the 
simpleton lyrics. Char. 


—_——- 


CAMPO AND RAY 

Acrobatic comedy 

10 mins., one and two. 

Academy, N. Y. 

Man and girl in a medley that’s 
mostly acrobatic comedy, but with 
some dancing, and ending up with 
a burlesque apache dance. Man 
makes up like Harry Langdon, get- 
ting quite good results in spite of 
the fact his face is not the same 
shape. Dead pan stuff helps him 
over in spots. 

Act puts its best foot foremost 
and then takes a terrific kick from 
the other hoof. Probably the routine 
cannot be reversed, but the apache 
section takes the edge off the audi- 
ence and act gets off to a pleasant 
hand instead of the riot it might 
have been with the smart acro con- 
tortions and throws. 

Dance is worked up with a spe- 
cial drop, with a pistol in the pocket 
of one of the painted characters, 
which the comic grabs for business, 
but even that doesn’t get a laugh. 
Mght be a good idea, if time is im- 
portant, to let the girl stall a couple 
of minutes and then go into the 
acrobatics for closing. It would get 
them off to a much better hand. 
Chic, 





ANDERSON and ALLEN 
Balancing 

5 Mins. in Two. 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Two clean looking chaps who mix 
hand balancing with related tricks 
for a varied act which includes a 
couple of good acrobatic gags, 
though most of the stuff is the fa- 
miliar push and pull hand-to-hand 
work. 

Some of the balances are nifties, 
but are not played up for full value. 
There’s a certain amount of stage 
value in limited faking to gain 
stress. They pull through a five- 
minute session with only one miss 
and that not intentional. Chic. 


Drapes 





Hollywood 





(Continued from page 6) 
directing, 
schedule. 


came in a week under 


Laemmle Returns 

Carl Laemmle, Sr., accompanied 
by Sam Jacobson and Jack Ross, 
arrived here Sunday (4). 

Clarence Badger is at Columbia to 
direct ‘Hurricane Deck.’ 

Lever Correcting Feet 

Al R. Lever, former Publix and 
RKO manager, has opened an office 
in Hollywood for the correction of 
foot ailments. 





Rian James is adapting ‘Private 





Detective,’ William Powell's next 
for Warner Brothers. 
Mason in ‘Topaze’ 
Reginald Mason left the cast of 


‘Firebird’ in New York to fly here 
for Radio’s ‘Topaze.’ 

Paramount recalled James Flood 
to make ‘Sanctuary,’ slated to start 
Dec. 15, starring Miriam Hopkins. 

Radio’s woman aviator story, 
‘Christopher Strong,’ will headline 
Katharine Hepburn instead of Ann 
Harding, who gets an original story 
instead. This back ‘Three 
Came Unarmed,’ previously slated 
as Miss Hepburn’'s next 


sets 





| here is 


STATE, N. Y. 


as though the _ boxoffice 
not only set for a severe 
letdown as compared to the previ- 
ous week but for a dip under the 
average take prevailing for the past 
two or three months. What may be 
expected for the current stanza was 
clearly presaged by the state of af- 
fairs that obtained at the Saturday 
matinees. Even with the Palace as 
competish out of the way and this 
Loew mainstreeter holding down 
the Broadway vaude monopoly, the 
count on the lower arena at the 
close of the first stage performance 
failed to show much better than 
50% capacity. And there wasn’t an 
appreciable improvement when the 
bill got its second running of the 
day. 

They’ve put together a sprightly 
and well-diversified vaude parade, 
easily up to the season's par, but 
touting no name of surefire draw 
proportions. Top billing went to 
the Eddie Duchin orchestra, a 
combo that has picked up consider- 
able of a rep through its broadcasts 
from the Central Park Casino and 
a one-time network commercial, 
with Lita Grey Chaplin taking the 
next attention-calling spot. Spliced 
with the vaude setup is ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par), centering its cast 
around George Raft, who, inciden- 
tally, has two other Broadway mar- 
quees featuring his moniker the 
same week. 

To allow Duchin to keep up his 

broadcast sustaining schedule the 
running order of the bill was revised 
for Saturday alone, with the band 
moved up to the third niche and 
Johnny Perkins assigned to close 
the show in place of Duchin. Re- 
gardless, things worked out satis- 
factorily all around. It wasn’t an 
offgiece of booking for the band af- 
ter all, and the rotund comic had 
no difficulty delivering the windup 
wallop of the occasion. Because of 
the shift Perkins didn’t do his pre- 
arranged m.c’ing of the entire bill, 
but instead confined his comicalities 
to his own act, and with Ruth Petty 
there to lend him vocal and banter 
support it was 15 minutes of solid 
class A entertainment. 
Tiebor’s Seals started the pro- 
ceedings off with an interlude of 
smooth merriment. No mere ball- 
balancing on the schnozzles here, 
but a showmanly exhibit of intelli- 
gence and comedy bits that give 
the act an air of novelty even for 
this late turn in the cycle of vaude 
tastes. It was the voice imitations 
that sold themselves solidly at this 
performance. 

Following came the human imi- 
tators, Charley Jordon and John 
Woods, a couple of the smartest 
entertainers in their line. It’s an 
act speedily paced and abounding 
with impersonations that are un- 
cannily close to the real thing, and 
with comedy twists that click off 
the laughs in vrat-tat fashion. 
Among the turns essaying burlesks 
on radio and its performers these 
lads rate a niche all their own. 
They have all the quirks and eccen- 
tricities down pat, with no need of 
resorting to buffoonish over-exag- 
geration to uncork the giggles. 

Ecdie Duchin brand of subdued, 
melodiously contrived dance sam- 
ples registered unanimously with 
the early mob. Arrangements fitted 
in neatly with the style associated 
with the combo over the air. War-. 
bling interludes by Lew Sherwood 
were brief enough to show his tal- 
ents in that department, while: 
Yolale and Maria unlimbered an 
exhibition of ballroom grace and 
precision that brought them the 
hefty reward they merited. 

Next spot had Sammy Lewis and 
Patti Moore doing their knock ’em 
and drag ’em out spasm of hoofing 
and hoke, collecting in big measure 
as they went along. That stair 
dance topped off an offering that 
still leaves nothing wanting. Lita 
Grey Chaplin personality seemed to 
carry her over the hurdles more 
than her song numbers until she got 
to the thing called ‘The Subway 
Blues.’ Here she revealed a dra- 
matic talent and throaty interpre- 
tation that got her 100% concen- 
trated attention and a noisy sendoff. 
The speech of thanks could have 
been eliminated. 

Johnny Perkins took over the 
next spot to send them away laugh- 
ing and happy, and for an apertif 
brought on a dusky lad, Richard 
Montgomery, for a bit of tenor bal- 
lading, which: would have been oke 
had it come some place in the fore 
part of the show. Odec. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Another one of those stage shows 
which do not mingle in spite of the 
fact that the acts are not so worse. 
They all stand around alone instead 


Looks 


of giving an ensemble effect. No 
repetition and no act dies on the 
audience’s hands, but it’s five acts 


and not a show for all that. 

Opens with an acrobatic comic in 
Campo and Ray (New Acts), with 
ithe man working in a Harry Lang- 
don make up and the girl at first in 
a rather peppy costume with snappy 





short skirts. Merely a feeder. The 
man does the engrossed reader | 
| brought over here by the original 


| Bogannys, but builds on that with a 
;lot more business, and they smack 
ipalms plenty on both this and some 
}pretty fair dancing to background 


and, despite it is 


more falls. Girl back in the familiar 
apache rig for a travesty and by 
the time the short bit is over the 
audience is indifferent. The man is 
a clever comedy tumbler, but he is 
not a real comedian and the girl is 
no help in the dance. 

Harmon and Claxton, two women, 
work their familiar chatter. The 
solid good humor of the brunette is 
what socks the act over, with a 
clever trick of ad libbing to the 
musicians and getting them laugh- 
ing, too. Turn goes great so long 
as they stick to chatter, but the 
medley closer knocks that act on the 


head for the second dip in two 
rounds. 
Weist and Stanton with their 


miniature revue get the middle posi- 
tion and run along for 15 minutes 
for burlesque and blackout bits. 
Such hit as is scored is with meth- 
ods rather than material. Some- 
times the ‘St. James Infirmary’ bit 
gets the act a good close, but the 
third act-end brodie is registered 
here. Did not seem to possess the 
customary zip and it came down 
like a ripped parachute. Up ahead 
some of the stuff drew laughs, but 
the turn could stand fresh material. 


Pat Henning still seems vio lack 

pace. He has a nice personality 
and abundance of material, but he is 
unable to push it over for what 
there is in it. One of the many 
acts handicapped by a lack of a 
chance to build. In the old days he 
could have gone into a burlesque 
show for a couple of seasons and 
got the right sense of timing. As 
it stands, the act is handed out in 
chunks. 
Norman Thomas Quintet wind 
things up, and even the _ fast 
drummer closing failed to get the 
curtain down on a demonstration. 
In some places that slide for the 
cymbal in the pit wows ‘em, but 
down here it was the fifth nose dive 
in a row for a finale. Up ahead 
the most genuine applause of the 
show was taken down by the bari- 
tone for his ‘Darkies Are Born’ with 
the final chorus sung as a spiritual 
with a baby spot and shadow on the 
drop effect. ‘Two boys do some good 
dancing, but get little credit down 
here. Over about as well as the 
usual closing act, but it can do bet- 
ter where the audiences have been 
educated to appreciation. There's 
something radically wrong with the 
Academy patrons. 


Show runs an even hour with 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) as the fea- 
ture, an Oswald cartoon, a Screen 
Snapshots and the newsreel. Whole 
show about two hours and 45 min- 
utes. Business only fair at the 
Saturday supver show. Chic. 


PR. EDWARD, LONDON 


London, Nov. 25. 
The Prince Edward, one of Lon- 
don’s newest theatres, built a couple 
of years ago and has not yet housed 
a success, is the latest to go con- 
tinuous. 


Its directors have got together a 
emall bankroll — amounting to 
around $20,000—and have brought 
in Jack Taylor, provincial revue 
producer, to operate the theatre for 
them, 


Idea here is in a somewhat modi- 
fied form. It calls for three shows 
daily, of three hours duration, with 
one hour of shorts and news reels. 
This gives the performers a pretty 
good rest, far more than they get 
at most of the West End continuous 
grind-mills. 

British Movietone News, the Fox 
News subsidiary, five mixed shorts 
and Pathe Weekly, comprised the 
opening program. The flesh enter- 
tainment end consists of a series of 
acts interspersed with several scenes 
from Taylor’s former provincial re- 
vues, 

The talent is mostly unnamed, 
showing the management is concen- 
trating more on its flashy scenes 
and undraped girls. 

This is the second show in the 
West End which has ventured on 
femme exposures, which is already 
creating comment. 

Some of the sets seem the worse 
for wear, while a good many of the 
situations seem the worst for taste. 
It is all cheap and gaudy, but is 
already attracting a big following. 
Best part of the show is a balancing 
act, with the understander balanc- 
ing a large pole on his shoulder un- 
aided, with the top-mounter going 
through a series of dangerous tricks. 


Charges for admission are the 
cheapest in the West End, ranging 
from 8 cents to 60 cents, which is 
best value for three hours’ enter- 
tainment, regardless of the stand- 
ard. 

Theatre has a capacity of 1,800, 
off the beaten 
track, is already attracting big audi- 
ences, which shows there is a public 
for cheap entertainment, regardless 
|of location. Fact that the show is 
given a Frenchy title is responsible 
for a large foreign element, with 
which the neighborhood abounds. 

House can get out on $4,500, in- 
cluding everything, and is playing to 
a steady $1,000 daily. There is no 
doubt theatre stands chance of 
making some dough, and will affect 
two houses in the immediate vicin- 
| ity—the Tatler and the News Thea- 
| tre, both owned-by Gaumont Brit- 


} ish. 








COSMOPOLITAN, N. y, 


C. F. Zittel as a theatre oper 
got as advantageous a start as any. 
one could wish. He landed this the. 
atre, Hearst owned, for nothing or 
thereabouts. The rent is an impore 
tant item these days, either way. 

So he took the $1.25 and bought 
himself a four-act stage bill and 
picture. If he paid anything over 
express charges for the picture it 
was no bargain. It all opened Sat. 
urday at noon at the Cosmo in Co. 
lumbus Circle, hauling that house 
out of the mothballs. 


No advertising and one of those 
shows going on inside. There were 
precisely 12 people in the balcony 
and less than 100 downstairs when 
the show started, with 25c the aq. 
mish at that hour. Even at that 
Maurie Rose and a couple more of 
‘the boys’ were the only ones who 
got their money’s worth. Maurie 
and the others were in on the shoul. 
der, all with their overcoats off ana 
all looking like general managers. 

The agents’ association arbitra. 
tion board had cleaned up all its 
business involving other agents’ af- 
fairs the day before, and there 
wasn’t much doing in the booking 
office Saturday. Not much, except- 
ing about 15 people were fired and 
only two bookers remained. Pretty 
soon all the bookers and theatres 
will have gone, and the agents will 
be left all alone. Which might leave 
the arbitration board without any- 
thing to arbitrate. That would be 
embarrassing. 


Arthur Fisher is booking the 
house. Not RKO. Those RKO 
agents who are interested in the 
proposition in one way or the other 
don't object. Nor does RKO. Fisher 
is probably welcome to it, along 
with the headaches that usually re- 
sult from spending apples on a 
show with the management expect- 
ing caviar at the box office. 

It opens conventionally with Case 
Bros. and Marie on the tight wire. 
They carry their own mountings 
and deliver a not so bad act. Boys 
work the string while Miss Marie 
hands them chairs for jumping 
purposes. No. 2 act is the Three 
Yorkers, another trio of two men 
and a woman, but dancing and all 
colored. More chairs. Best num- 
ber of the fast dance routine is one 
of the men’s sitting down routine. 

Primrose Semon, with the locks 
still fiery red and the singing as full 
of ginger as ever, is third and next to 
closing. And still more chairs. Miss 
Semon and a new man partner, un- 
billed, who isn’t much support for 
the girl, do an ‘impression’ of a 
marathon dance team toward the 
finish, after Miss Semon has done 
well enough with her songs. It can't 
follow in its present shape, but 
might with some tightening up. 

Closer in ‘Radio Rhythm ‘(New 
Acts), 14-people flash. It looks like 
just another flash breaking in for 
the first five minutes, when who 
walks on but Jimmy Duffy. That 
brightens things up, but there is too 
much superfluous matter in its 37 
minutes. Because of that the turn 
made a painfully slow closing act. 
There are possibilities that can be 
brought out if the producer can find 
enough playing time to make it 
worth while. 

‘Fighting Gentleman’ (Monarch), 
with Buster Collier, is the indie pic- 
ture for the first half of the split 
week. On the newsreel (Hearst- 
Metrotone) the Cosmo plays day and 
date with the Capitol. That’s somes 
thin’. Bige. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Dec. 3. 

This is one of the few combina- 
tion houses left around the east 
playing ‘A’ vaudeville. It needs it, 
situated as it is in the midst of @ 
lot of opposition, from the Para- 
mount, Fox, and Metropolitan, each 
with stage shows. 

According to this week's stage 
bill, though only four acts, it looks 
like RKO is trying to give the house 
a type of vaudeville that will insure 
fan repeats at the box office. With 
the show polishing off after the Sat- 
urday matinee, it will play to satis- 
faction throughout the week... 

Downtown Brookiyn and_ those 
drawn to it, forced the Albee to 
bring out the ropes Sat. afternoon, 
a good sign in view of the Christ- 
mas shopping mania now on. Audi- 
ence was generously sprinkled with 
kids, but what was drawing, unless 
it’s an Albee policy that is taking 
‘em away from the other houses, is 
a question. 

Picture is ‘Rockabye’ (Radio), 
with Constance Bennett, on day and 
date engagement with the Mayfair, 
New York (first run). Unlikely the 
kids are being attracted by Connie 
3ennett, though their mamas may 
be. 

Human element behind the apron 
is led by York and King in a big 
act, and Arnold Johnson's ork (New 
Acts), with Whispering Jack Smith 
and the Humming Birds, a radio 
unit from NBC, where a commercial 
for Musterole people. Johnson and 
Smith are up in lights and may be 
drawing the radio crowd. 

If indications of business on the 
weekend point to anything, Albee 
should wade into some black this 
week, 

While the four acts sent in by 
RKO are difficult to spot for effece 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (December 10) 
THIS WEEK (December 3) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening cay of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





‘NEW YORK CITY 
cad ; 


d emy 

Ist half (10-13) 
feiler & Wills 
Frances Langford 
Garner Wolf & H 
Dalton & Rose 
(One to fill) 

2a half (14-16) 
‘f'ns’at'l Leonards 
Kramer & Hamilt’n 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 





f#id Marion Co 
Walter Powell Or 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (10) 

Toto 
(Others br fill) 


) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Mady Co j 
Yorke & King 





KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (2) 
3 Whippets 
Miles & Siegal 
Senator Murphy 
Gus Edwards Rev 
LYNBROOK 
Rivoli (11) 
Jackson & Jay 
(Others to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (3) 
Mae Wynn 4 
Herman Hyde 
Billy House Co 
Lloyd Hughes 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
MiNNEAPOLIS 
Grpheum (10) 
Willie Mauss 
Allen & Canfield 
Grace Hayes 
Senator Murphy 
Corbett & Convey 
(3) 
Joe Fanton 3 








MAYFAIR 


at the 





RAYMOND BAIRD 


NOW 


Placed by 


LEDDY & SMITH 


OCTETTE 
Roxy 











Jac k Smith 
Humming Birds 
Arnold Johnson Or 


Prospect 
Ist half (10-13) 
Beau-Tans 
Primrose Seamon 
Mhap'lle & Carlton 
(One to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 


lo Richardson Or 
2a half (7-9) 
aurice & Vincent 
oe Young Co 
us Mulcahy 
arry J Conley Co 
ga Serenaders 
ALBANY 
Palace 
2d half (7-9) 
4 Robeys 
Garner Wolf & H 
Frances Langford 
Harmon & Claxton 
Vanessi Co 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (10) 
Paula Stone 
Smith & Dale 
(Three to fill) 
(3) 
Bernice & Emily 
Benny Ross 
Havana Casino Or 
Stuart & Lash 
Dalton & Rose 
CHICAGO 
Palace (10) 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Herman Hyde 
Dave Apollon Co 





Ola Lilith 
F’rsythe S'm'n & F 
Ingenues 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (9) 
Dolinoff & Rava Sis 
Harlen & St John 
Charles King Co 
Brems Fitz Co 
(2) 
Hazelle Klatoff Co 
Boyce & Marsh 
Jack Mulhall Co 
George McQueen 
Scarlett’'s Monks 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (10-13) 
Nick Long Jr Co 
Joe Kelsoe Co 
Sid Marion 
Red Dominos 
2a half (14-16) 
King King & King 
Daphne Pollard 


Benny Ross 
2d half (7-$) 
Campo Co 


Bertilino 
Doc Baker Co 
Harry Burns Co 
King Brawn 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (10) 
Kirkwhite & A 
Clarence Moore Co 
Frank Richardson 
Carl Freed Co 
(One to fill) 


3) 
De W'lf M'te’lf & F 
Joe Kelso 
Stone & Taylor 
Goss & Barrows 
Vincent Lopez Co 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 





(Two to fill) 
(3) 





Corbett & Convey 
Allen & Canfield 
Lew Pollock Co 
Cookie Bowers 
Cooper & Small 


Sandy Lang Co 
State Lake (3) 
Olson & Johnson 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (10) 
Uyeno Japs 
Cookie Bowers 
D & E Barstow 


Hughes 
‘Joe Marks Co 
‘Rae Samuels 
Rimacs Orch 
(3) 
Btone & Gibbons 
Harry Savoy Co 
Art Jarrett Co 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
ave Apollon Co 
COLUMBUS 
. Ohio (8) 
Bert Walton 


ELIZABETH 
Keith's 
Ist half (10-13) 
‘Campo Co 
onovan Sis & B 
‘Howard Anderson 
tLewis & Small 
» 2d half (14-16) 
Boman & Arden 
Wack Boyle & Van 
Back Albertson Co 
Two to fill) 
(7-9) 
Dominos 
* (Others to fill) 





This Week: Will Hill; Thos. Connelly 


TORONTO 
Imperial (16) 

James Evans Co 

Art Jarrett 

A & M Havel 

Mel Klee 

Renoff Renova & B 


(3) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
B & J Browne 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
Joe Browning 
Martin & Martin 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (10-13) 
Delmar’s Revels 
2d half (14-16) 
Claudia Alba 
Billy Fowler Or 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Donovan Sis & B 
Dalton & Craig 
Carl Freed Co 
Lincoln (10) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Brent & Kaye 
Pickard'’s Co 
(3) 
Georgetti Bros 
Radio Romeos 
Earl Faber ¢o 
Roxy Theatre Yns 
TROY 
Keith's 
2a half (7-98) 
Rector & Doree 
Foster &Van 
Lewis Mack Co 
Giovanni 
Glory Lee Rev 
WESTWOOD 
Keith’s (10 only) 
Jackson cay 
Rilly Dowler Orch 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY } 
Capitol (9) } 
P Whiteman & O 
Morton Downey | 
(Three to fill) | 
Boulevard 
let half (9-12) 
P & E toss 
Bobby Pincus j 
Westley Eddy | 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (13-16) 
4 Ortons 
Peggy Calvert 


| Vic 


Valentine Vox 
Bob 
Idle 


Nelson 
of Shan Du 
Orpheum 

st half (9-12 
Peggy Calvert 
Oliver 
(Three to fill) 

2 413-15) 


1 half 
Large & Morgner 


Arthur Lloyd 

V Carison & Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
Gerardo & N Cec 





Paradise (9) 
Alex Morrison 
Lewis & Moore 
Irene Rich 
Larry Rich 
EK Duchin Orch 

State (9) 
Maximo 
tadio Rubes 
Davis & Darnell 
Michon Bros 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Avenue 


Ist half (9-12) 
Large & Morgner 
Forum Boys 
Valentine Vox 
Irving Caeser 
Gerardo & N Co 

2d half (13-15) 
Lynn Cantor 
Cass, Mack & O 
Phantom Lady 
(Two to fill) 

Metropolitan (9) 
Gaston Palmer 
Sheila Barrett 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Bob Hope 
Starnes & Kover Co 


Valencia (8) 
Maximo 
Gould & Robey 
Rosette & Luttman 
Ritz Bros 
J Renard Orch 
BALTIMORE 
Century (9) 
Kay, Hamlin & K 
Chilton & Thomas 
Johnny Perkins 
Burns & Allen 
Rae, Ellis & L 
CLEVELAND 
State (9) 
Rio Rita 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (9) 
Cab Calloway 
Cotton Club Rev 
MONTREAL 
Ioew’'s (9) 
Les Ghardys 
Joe Wong 
Walter Walters 
W & J Mandel 
Sammy Krevoff Co 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (9) 
Manjean Tr 
Billy Farrell Co 
James Kirkwood 
Molly Picon 
Lee Gails Ens 








WARNER 





ELIS AB BES 


Ritz 
Ist half (9-12) 
Sidney Fox 
Britt Wood 
(Two to fill) 


2d half (13-15) 
Art Freed Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Mack Bros & B 
Vaughn DeLeath 
James Hall 


Olsen & Bingham 
HARTFORD 
State (15) 

Dave Harris Co 

(Two to fill) 

(8) 
Venita Gould 
Lomas Tr 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (8) 
Collins & Peterson 
(Three to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (9) 

Lee Lee Lee & Lee 

Hobart Bosworth 

Wills & Davis 


Kikuta Japs 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Ada Brown 
Chase & LaTour 
Barry & Whitledge 
Will Osborne Orch 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Dawn Sis & C 
-aul Kirkland 
Wiest & Stanton 
Sid Gary 
(2 
Bobby May 
Hobart Bosworth 
Benny Davis 
(One to fill) 
WATERBURY 
Strand (10-11) 
Dave Harris Co 
(Others to fill) 
Stanley & Elva 
Mack Bros & B 
Kirby & Duval 
Street Ballyhoo 
Rice Lane & L 
Alof Pierre Co 
Tom Lomos Tr 








Fanchon 


& Marco 





BROOKLYN 
(Fox (9) 
‘Radio Stars’ 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 
Kay Fayre 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (9) 
‘Britton Band’ 
Gene Gory & Tito 
Loretta Dennison 
Hite, Kenney & C 
Beatrice Howell 
Chic Kennedy 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (9) 
Hearts of B’ way’ 
Véra Gordon 
Sidney Page 
4 Normans 
Topsy McMann 
Peggy Earl 
Max Lerner 
Maddie Gordon 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 
CHICAGO 
Tivoli (9) 
‘Trene’ 
Kathryn Crawford 
Robby Watson 
yeorge Dobbs 
Walter Regan 
George Ball 
Buddy Karsen 
George Fox 
Sydney Reynolds 
Anolyn Arden 
Ruth Fay 
Betty Farrington 
Dorothy LaMarr 
Wanda Allen 
Karsen & Gretel 
DETROIT 
Fox (9) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud Twins 
Chamberlin & H 
Los Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (9) 
Movie Circus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Kirk & Lawrence 
jen Omar 
Freethy Ens 
HOLLYWooD 
Pantages (8) 
‘Big Ton’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Adele Nelson 
Flo Mayo 
Harrison's Co 
Bee Hee & R 
Dolly Kramer 
LITTLE ROCK 
Arkansas (9) 
‘Rirthday Party’ 
Bill Telaak 
Rogers & Wynne 
Bill Brown 
Sally Payne 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 
Arthur Ward 
Wallen & Barne 
LOS ANGELES 
United Artists (8) 
‘Joy Bells’ 


| King Bros & C 
Stetson 
Duffin Joyce 3 
' Ann Roberts 
1 Sunkist Ens 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (9) 
‘Shanghai’ I 
Long Tack Sam 
Croel & Allen 
Traps 
Mi-Na & Nee-Sa L 
Sam Lohk 
Pan & Chang 
Manchu 3 
NEW HAVEN 
Poli (9) 
‘Ubangi’ I 
Roy Cummings 
8 Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
Marcy Bros & B 
J P Jones 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (9) 
‘Happiness Show’ 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (9) 
‘School Days’ I 
Milton Douglas 
Freddy Craig Jr 
Mary Price 
Billy Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Meyers 
Nellie Thompson 
Bobby Bernard 
Louis Pope 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
T & J O'Connor 
Buster Keim 
Sue St John 
Estelle Haleska 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (8) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo De Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Jackson & Gardner 
Peg Leg Bates 
Park & «‘lifford 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (8) 
‘Hothouse’ I 
Jackson & Gardner 
Helen Howell 32 
Le Paul 
Myrah Lang 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (9) 


‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 


Julia Curtis 
De Long Sis 
Calif Redheads 
Toey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 
5 Thoroughbreds 
SEATTLE 
Paramovnt (8) 
‘Mystery’ 
A Duval 
Heller & Riley 
Smith, Rogers & E 
SPRINGFTELI 
Poli (9) 
‘Bombay’ I 
Flo Lewis 
O'Connor Fam 
Gaylene 





Enrica & Novello 
Bob Shafer 


Florence Hedges 
Leona Saunders 
Virginia Crawford 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (9) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Doughboys 
TORONTO 
Imperial (9) 
Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
Mac Harris 
Eddie Tamblyn 
Helen Wright 
Franklyn Farnem 
M Sheffield 
Bill Halligan 





Jerry Ross 
Alita Duncan 
Dee Loretta 
Earl Maestro 
VANCOL VER 
Orpheum (8) 
‘Spotlights’ I 
Charlie Melson 
Miss Irmanette 
Bredwins 
Chalmers Ens 
WORCESTER 
Poli (9) 
‘H’w'od Comedians 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Jeannie 
Mary Miles 
Cath Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 








LONDON 





Week of Dec. 5 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (5-7) 
Howe & Young 
Co as booked 
2d half (8-10) 
Rio & Santos 


Co as booked 
Kit Kat Rest. 
H Sandler Ba 


8 Rhythm Girls 
New Victoria 
Eugene's Bd 
Victoria Palace 
Geo Betton 
Sherry Bros 
Jean Florian 
Georges Durant 
Kimberly & Page 
Helen Binnie 
Mr Thomas 
Williams & Hayd@'n 
Wee Georgie Wood 
CLAPHAM 
Majestic 
Eugene's Bd 


DALSTON 
Picture House 
Reid Accordion Bd 
EAST HAM 
Premier 

Bdw Ball Bd 
ILFORD 
Super 
Bdw Hall Bd 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Evelyn Hardy 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Evelyn Hardy 
STAMFORD 
Regent 
Reid Accordion 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Alfredo Orch 
TOTTENHAM 
alace 


Bd 


Ba 
HILL 


Bd 





Geraldo Orch 





PROVINCIAL 





Week of Dec. 5 


GLASGOW 
Empire 
Murray & Mooney 
Gerrard & Marilyn 

Kanichka 
Ayr & Leslie 
Billy Danvers 


Con Colleano 
Wilson Kepple & B 
‘Saucy Nineties’ 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Olive Fox 
Condos Steppers 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peggy Hrtaly 

Irene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Centrel P*k Casino 


Sheila Barrett 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie's Inn 


Cora Green 

Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 
Don Redman Oreh 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


El Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 
El Garon 
Frances Williams 
Dario & Diane 
Russell Johns 
Lou Belard 
Larry Siry Orch 
Ragusa’s Tango Or 


El Patio 


Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Maddux 


Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 


Gypsy Trail 


Baroness Erzsi 
louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 


H'lyw'd R'stanrani 


Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 

4 Climas 


Isham Jones Orch 











| De 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 
Hotel New Yorker 
Fran Frey 
Ha-Cha Gardiner 
Bobby Borger 
Jack Clifford 
G & C Herbert 
Olsen Orch 


Geo 
Lido Gardens 


Crafts 
Ralph 


Charlie 
Wynne 


Montparnasee 





Marcos 


Loomis Sis 

Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nut Club 


Jack White 
Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 
Bill Spencer 
Blanche Latell 
Dorothy Maxine 
Al Parker 
Jimmy Murphy 
3 Blake Sis 
Lew Dolgoff 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ord Hamilton 
Dick Gasparre Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


Riviera 


Earl Rickard 
Gertrude Niesen 
Dolores Farris 
Floria Vestoff 
Crawford & Caskey 
Peggy English 
Barbara McDonald 
Arthur Rogers 
Don Carlos Orch 
Jimmy Carr Orch 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 
Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Mabel Scott 

Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 


Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 


Karoly Nyaray } 
Torch Club 

Jackie May 

Frances Dunn 

Arthur Budd 

Elissa Duval 


Buddy Wagner Or 


Village Barn 
Van 
Dunbar 
Mofme 
Kav Hamilton 
Johnnie Russell 
Warren Forbes 


Gus 
Dixie 
Bebe 


Picture Theatres A 


} 











NEW YORK CITY! BROOKLYN 
Paramount (2) ‘ Paramount (2) 
wuUCcy Alike 
Fannie Brice | Burns & Allen 
Georgie Jessel | Peggy Healy 
Donald Novis | Mascor Bros 
Mills Kirk & M | Dorot! Van Alst 
Jesse Crawford Under Cover Man 
Rubinof BUFFALO 
"Under Cover Man Buffalo (2) 
° F'l< lewis 

Roxy (2) (Connor Fam 
C’th'rine Littlefield | Gaylenne Sis 
Nicholas Daks } Pasquali Bros 
Leon Livoff ress of Storm < 
Realtor & Nino DETROIT 
Keith Clark Fisher (2) 
Raymond Baird |} ‘Southern Romance’ 
Conrad Thibault Henry Dunn 
Santora Delores 4 | Collette Lyons 
‘Too Busy to Work’! ‘Evenings for Sale’ 








Freddie Byron Waldorf-Astoria 
Worth Sis Emil Coleman Or 
Val Vestoff |The Argentines 
Joe Furst Orch ' Mischa Borr Ens 
Blackhawk Sylvia (Gypsy) 
Hal Kemp Orch Herron 
Deane Janis Kittens’ Lee 
Rose & Ray Lyle Curry & DeSylvia 
Patricia Storm Bobby Cook 
Paul Sis Connie Bee 
Loma Ruth : 
Blue Grotto Don Pedro Orch 
Margie Taite Granada 
Marjorie France Jack Miles Orch 
spare, Caen 3 Marinos 
Todd — Gladys DeFoe 
> ‘eller Sis 
Betty Van Allen +t ya 
Freddie Daw Orch —— er 
Club Alabam Kit Kat 
Jeane oly | starry Linden 
Patsy McNair Joyce —_, 
Edna Lindsey whem ol saa 
Freddie Villant faealia selke 
Mildred Rose a. . . 


Dot LeRoy 

Fred Janis Orch 
Montmartre 

LaMay & Louise 

Tina Tweedie 

Dick Ware 

Edna Mae Morris 

F Quartell’s Orch 


Bernie Adler 
Eddie Makins Orch 


Chez Paree 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Doris Robbins 

College Inn 


Jinette Vallon 
Mae Golden 


Ben Bernie Orch Paramount Olub 
Jackie Heller Sally Rand 
3 Orphans Harry Glynn 


Etta Reed 
Di Giovanni 
Anita LaPierre 
Billy Carr 
Ercelle Sis 
Sid Lang's Orch 
Terrace Gardens 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emily DeSalvi 
Jack Read 


Vanity 
Nat Nazarro Jr 


Pat Kennedy 


Club Clifford 
Bradsh'w & C’'l’g'ns 
Eva Brown Co 
Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'’Niel 
Knickerbock’r Club 
Mary Williams 
Peters & Farrell 
Nina Watson 
Tony Corcoran 


Fair 


Bill Nolan Orch 4 
P Earl & Josephine 
Frolic’s Margie Nelson 
Roy Sedley Olive Faye 


Peggy Moore 
Jack Russell 


Bits from the Air 





Geo Haggerty 
Yvonne Morrow 





(Continued from page 36) 


out a previous screen buildup may 
have caused some wonder, though 
the voice gave evidence of a meas- 
ure of speaking personality. 

Spot in the Mildred Bailey session 
was given the German girl without 
advance publicity. 





Big improvement of the Eddie 
Cantor line of palaver on last Sun- 
day (4) night’s Chase & Sanborn 
coffee session as compared to the 
previous week. Eliminated entire- 
ly from the script was the previous 
stanza’s attempt at comic opera 
plotting, with Cantor and _ his 
stooges making it a strictly hoke 
vive-and-take. There was lots to 
chuckle about in the ribbing handed 
out Rubinoff and the domestic ban- 
ter that closed the show. 

Quite a number of the gags in 
the forepart of the hour smacked of 
the away-back, but in most cases 
Cantor and his authors gave them 
a reshining and up-to-the-minute 
adaptation that made ‘em _ pass 
laugh-muster generally. Songs 
picked for the occasion, with one 
exception, were not within the 
Cantor metier, but one off-tabbing 
here or another means little to the 
program, since this lad has sold 
himself essentially as a comic. 





Rudy Vallee’s introductory re- 
marks for his songs are getting 
much too windy and tend to slow 
up the proceedings. That was the 


impression garnered from last 
Thursday nicht’s Fleischmann ses- 
sion. 

Same program had Frances Wil- 


liam uncoiling a torch number that 
registered effectively, Francis 
Lederer and Patricia Collinge in a 
cooing scene from ‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
the Don Hall Trio in a brief but in- 
tricate mixed harmony workout, 
Charles Fleischmann, related to the 
yeast family, quavering a just-so 
baritone through a couple of draw- 


ingroom ballads, and Moran and 
Mack doing their original script 
from the ‘early worm’ down to 


‘white horses.’ Though perfectly 


'familiar to vaude and disc fans, the 


exchange had a refreshing effect on |} 
the risibilities and must have | 
clicked across the kilocycles. | 

Lederer’s voice as it came out of | 
the loudspeaker had something | 


about it that was reminiscent of | 





| Chevalier, but the vigor and sweep | 
of the Frenchman's personality wa 
totally lacking. Scene was done 
tenderly and showed up the Patricia 
Collinge voice equally well. Theme | 


ee ae re ee ; ioivesd 


) 
| 
| 


—== 





Boston’s Sundays 





(Continued from page 35) 


siderably. Of the 45 acts inspected 
by the censors last week only 12 
were okayed in their original form 
with no eliminations orcered. Five 
were pronounced altogether unfit 
for Sunday shows and 18 were told 
j} to clean up to comply with the s 
ulations. 
Censoring 

The 18 censored acts and _ the 
eliminations or changes ordered 
were: 

Al Mamaux—word ‘hell.’ 

Annette Ames—all dancing. wom- 
an’s scant and nude attire, bare 
| legs, all objectionable and sugges- 


. unit 


tive dialog. 

Arthur Ward—all dancing 

Berry and Boni—all dancing, 
woman’s scant attire, word ‘God,’ 
objectionable and suggestive dialog 
and action. 


Claudia Alba—woman must cover 
her body. 

Freethly Aerial Beauties—wom- 
en’s bare legs. 

Harry and Dorothy Dixon—all 
dancing, woman's scant and nude 
attire. 

Kirk and Lawrence—objection- 
able and suggestive dialog, shots 
fired. 

Larry Gray and Co.—objection- 
able and suggestive actions and 


parody, shots fired. 

Lomas Troupe—dancing 
jectionable actions, 

Loret and Zurt—man and 
an’s scant and nude attire: 
must cover their bodies. 

Marcy Bros. and Beatrice—all 
dancing, woman's scant and nude 
attire, bare legs, objectionable and 
suggestive dialog and actions. 

Monte Blue—objectionable 
suggestive dialog. 

Rudell and Dunningan—objet- 
tionable and suggestive dialog aud 
actions. 

South and Jacobs—man’s black- 
face and comedy clothes, word 
‘hell,’ objectionable and suggestive 
dialog and actions, 

Three Dukes—imitation of a per- 
vert, ob. and sug. dialog and action, 


steps, ob- 


wom- 
both 


and 


Vincent Lopez’ Debutantes—all 
dancing, woman’s s. and n. attire, 
imitation of pervert, Oriental 


dancer, ob. and sug. dialog and ace 
tions. 


Yacopi Troupe—woman's s. and 
n. attire. 
Not Stag 
From these many cuts it may 
sound like the boys raided a stag 


show. But the acts are really not 
that bad. It’s just a case of cen- 
sorship on Sundays taking in items 
that during the rest of the week 
could offend nobody. For example, 
misfit clothes are entirely taboo for 
the men. They must work neat. It 
makes the Sunday going tough or 
practically impossible for low 
comics. 

Ann Pritchard, Carita, Donald 
Novis, Dora Bassi, Drohan and Du- 


pree, Harvey Plunkett and Child, 
Joe Young, Lewis and _ Tingley, 


Mangean Bros., Murray and Ditson, 
Sylvia Miller and Thelma DeOnza 
were the dozen turns that escaped 
the clippers. 

Boston is still ahead of Philly in 
one way—Boston has Sunday base- 
ball. But with the Red Sox mostly 
in the cellar since 1918 nobody 
pays much attention. 


RKO Stealing Edge 


Dec. 5. 
RKO is stealing a march on Fan- 
chon & Marco, 

Through 3ern Bernard, local 
agent, it has spot-booked a circus 
into the Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, opening there Friday (9). 
This is a week ahead of the F-M 


Los Angeles, 


Circus Idea booked into the Frisco 
Warfield. 

Fox West Coast will not let the 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, beat 


them with a ‘circus’ unit, hence the 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Circus’ idea will 
close one day earlier at San Diego, 


jumping to the Warfield, San 
Francisco, opening Dec. 8, while 


the Golden Gate's circus show opens 
on the ninth. 

Warfield show was not to 
opened until Dec. 15. 


have 








of the ‘Autumn Crocus’ excerpt 
sounded a little too scorchy for 
parlor ears, particularly those lines 


in which the schoolmarm character 

admits to 35 and still ‘untouched,’ 
Plug that followed the Lederer- 

Collinge interlude indicates that the 


appearance was strictly exchange 


of cross-country hookup for the 
| players’ gratis services, Vallee re- 
marked that ‘after that one thriiling 
hit? he was sure that the listeners 
would want to see entire play. 
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15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








Marcus Loew, discussing high 
film prices, said the trouble lay 
with the exhibitors. If they refused 
to pay high prices for big names, 
the salaries would drop and rentals 
follow. 





More worry for theatre managers. 
Government required them to de- 
duct 2% from salaries of alien play- 
ers and send in. Due ‘at source.’ 





Resignation of Remick Co. from 
the present Authors and Composers 
Society was hailed in some quar- 
ters as the first development in a 
break- ip. 





Elizabeth Mayne sang ‘If They 
Have a Jazz Band in Heaven Send 
Me Down Below’ in Boston. And 
how Boston screamed! Told to take 
it off. Too sacrilegious. 





Mayor Mitchell said no all-night 
licenses for restaurants for New 
Year's Eve. Pre-election promise 
to the clergy. 





There were 38 dramatic shows on 
B’way open 15 years ago. Of these 
14 had been running over 10 weeks 
each. Five houses were dark for 
lack of shows. 





Richard Lambert’s ‘Art and Op- 
portunity’ first show to go com- 
monwealth. Cast of seven took 
chances. 





Rent of the Rivoli theatre, about 
to open, was set at $125,000 an- 
nually. 





Federal Board of Censors wanted 
all songs kidding soldiers or sailors 
tossed out. Also considering ban- 
ning war horror films. 





Joe Leo appointed asst. mgr. of 
all Fox theatres. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








John B. Dorris bought out his 
partner, Bacheller, in the circus 
bearing their names. To take over 
the show at its closing Dec. 8. 
Dorvis some 20 years later was the 
last man to establish a permanent 
indoor circus in N. Y. On the site 
of the present Rialto stage. It 
lasted two weeks. 





Chas. H. Day, premier circus 
press agent, was back with Fore- 
paugh again. 





‘Clipper’ figured that about one- 
fifth of the money paid for acting 
was going to English players. A 
high water mark. 





J. H. Haverly announced he ex- 
pected to have about 50 theatres 
inside of 18 months. First man- 
ager to detheatre when the slap 
came. 





TIolanthe’ was given its American 
premier at the Standard theatre 
Nov. 25. To have been seen early 
in the season, but the score had 
not been completed and stop gaps 
used. As usual ‘Clipper’ was wrong 
in its notice. Didn't think much 
of it, but liked the book. Thought 
the music was not up to Sullivan's 
standard. Will Carleton was the 
Strephon and Marie Jansen the 
Iolanthe. J. H. Ryley carried the 
comedy as Lord Chancellor, and 
Billie Barlowe, later to become an 
idol of the English music halls, had 
a minor role. 





Ned Harrigan quit trying to force 
‘Mordecai Lyons’ on his patrons and 
switched to ‘McSorley’s Inflation’ on 
comedy lines. Among the songs 
were ‘I Never Drink Behind the 
Bar’ and ‘The Market on Saturday 
Night’. 





New Bijou, Boston, was to have 
the first installation of incandescent 
lights in America. Specifications 
called for 600 16-candlepower lights 
for thé entire house. 


~ Tnside Stuff—Radio 


(Continued from page 33) 





himseif is alibied in the main by the fact that the chains themselves are 
almost niggardly in taking care of their executives. 
the stage where, as soon as somebody is ousted, the expression crops up, 
‘He’s a sucker if he didn’t get his while he could.’ 

Maybe that v.p. thing with ita fancy title and small income has some- 
thing to do with it. Then, too, like the orchestra leaders who have been 
wised up into accepting cut-ins and kickbacks from the music publishers, 
Maybe the agents and acts themselves take the initiative in proposition- 
ing those in position to help them, with private little deals. 





Mort Milman is reported to have lost out on two weeks’ salary by 
‘resigning’ from NBC. Told that Dec. 15 was the expiration period, it 
would have meant an additional fortnight’s income, but upon ‘resigning’ 
to M. H. Aylesworth, it became effective Nov. 30, with subsequent loss 
of that two weeks. 

J. Walter Thompson agency regards Milman as a peer of talent-buyers 
from the standpoint of going out after names and cutting salaries. Ad 
agency felt he could get the most for the least, with the angle cropping 
up, as reported last week, of Milman selling talent on the idea of working 
for nothing on the Fleischmann hour, on the theory of a radio ‘showing’. 

At NBC, since the account only bought outside names for the recent 
variety program through Milman, the radio chain regarded the income 
from the talent source as little. NBC has been addicted to selling its 
people high, but Milman bought ’em low in the interests of the Thomp- 
son account. Milman will continue working at the Thompson office 
although he sought a hookup with the Charlie Morrison agency. 





Chicago radio musicians chuckle at the inside story of Joe Inglehart, 
the violinist, and Eddie Ballentine, the trumpetist, who both had the 
unhappiness to be fired by NBC only to be hired back some time later 
at happily increased stipends. In the interim they worked for H. Leopold 
Spitalny on the Schaeffer Pen programs. Spitalny developed them and 
featured them and NBC thereupon wanted, bid for, and hired the boys 
they had dismissed as below standard. 

A second part of the same story concerns Joseph Griffin, Irish tenor, 
who was pronounced a radio bust after an NBC audition but was later 
used on the Schaeffer program. A few weeks later playing a theatrical 
engagement in Detrait NBC sent for Griffin and paid his expenses into 
Chicago for an audition. Sponsor was not mentioned and it wasn't 
until afterwards that Griffin learned NBC had offered him on a competi- 
tive audition for Schaeffer. 





The social swath which Bill Paley and Larry Lowman, CBS prez and 
v. p., have been cutting, since Paley married the socially prominent 
Coast girl who divorced young Hearst, and since Lowman married a 
Vanderbilt, is beng noticed. 

Columbia radio was noted for its vigorous, almost too aggressive de- 
terminism, when last year the galaxy of CBS stars and programs eclipsed 
the NBC. The Columbia chain was coming along at such a pace it 
threatened to outmode the more conservative NBC, but suddenly Colum- 
bia stood still. 

That period of stagnation is now being dated from Paley’s and Low- 
man's marriages, with comment that ever since, both CBS execs have 
been too busy traveling with the season to the various resorts, or other- 
wise taking it on the hoof in the snooty joy spots around town. 





‘Not a theatre booking all month,’ said Ben Alley to Paul Ross of the 
CBS Artists Service, ‘but sure am booked solid for benefits.” Alley is 
one ether songster who doesn't refuse a benefit. 

The benefit gag, however, has gotten to be a nuisance, with one Times 
Sq. agent specializing in booking talent gratis for the city officials, 
judges, commissioners, etc., to the degree that they call up for a $1,000 
show for house parties, paying off in food and a highball. The agent 
figures it’s a great in, both for future reference, and also as a contact 
with these artists whom he’d never be able to reach otherwise; and the 
talent is more or less willing to oblige, also counting on future favors in 
case of a traffic jam-up or other complication when political favor might 
not be amiss. 





Chevrolet has 48 hours after this Friday’s (9) broadcast to decide 
whether it wants to continue Al Jolson. Contract with both Jolson and 
the network contains a clause allowing the auto maker that period of 
time to make up its mind about taking up the option on the remaining 
nine weeks of the usual 13-week block, or else, Slated for an important 
part in the final decision are the reactiong gathered from Chevrolet 
dealers throughout the country. 

Reactions to date from this source have been pretty mueh divided, 
with the expressions of opinion here supposed to have been founded on 
sentiment about the show in their respective communities. 





The ‘Jew angle’ at the NBC, which Mort Milman has mentioned since 
resigning from the outfit, is refuted by the radio chain by mention of 
David Sarnoff, at the head of RCA. That slant has been a usual alibi 
of let-outs. 

It may happen an exec here or there may run up a racial pressure 
but otherwise it’s just an alibi. 

Milman lasted two and a half years in NBG. He's lucky to have lasted 
that long, regardless of being a Jew. — ‘ 





Enforcing its rule of not allowing its programs to be broadcast except 
from affiliated stations, NBC turned down request of KFWB, Warner 
Bros. Hollywood outlet, for permission to broadcast the ‘Silver Dollar’ 
premiere emanating from Denver (1). 

Opening of WB picture was aired over the NBC chain from KOA, 
Denver, but not carried in Southern California because time on KFI and 
KECA, NBC stations, had been sold. 





Heavy turnover in the musical personnel at NBC is expected with the 
assuming of the general musical directorship by Frank Black. Situation 
is due to the fact that a large number of the musicians will move with 
Erno Rapee over to Radio City. 

Majority of these were brought into the studio from the Roxy pit 
when Rapee became the network's musical headman., 





‘Vass You There, Sharlie?’, Jack Pearl's catchphrase, has been glori- 
fled in pop song, which the radio comedian, Charles Newman and Jimmie 
Monaco wrote in 24 hours. 

The last two went to Philly where Pearl’s show, ‘Pardon My Eng- 
lish,’ played last week, and turned it out overnight. Shapiro-Bernstein 
publishing. 





KHJ, Los Angeles, elevating Paul Rickenbacher to production manager 
in the place of Lindsay MacHarrie, haited the former's intention to join 
KNX in that capacity. 

Rickenbacher had made arrangements to go to the Hollywood station 
under contract, Dec. 15, but when KHJ execs learned of it they put over 
the promotion. 





It has reached | 


Lc Suff-Let 5 


‘The Great Magoo’ drew a first night audience of professionals, the 
dolled first nighters passing it up, or the ticket distribution arrangeg 
otherwise by Billy Rose. 

The Ben Hecht-Gene Fowler meller was originally planned as a my. 





sical, but during the writing that was switched. It is Fowler's first on 
Broadway, while Hecht’s last was the fast-moving ‘The Front Page,’ a 
collaboration with Charle? MacArthur. Phil Dunning and George Abbott 


have Hecht and McArthur's ‘Twentieth Century,’ due to start rehearsal 
300n, 

A new ingenue lead, Claire Carleton, appears in ‘Magoo.’ She at. 
tracted the attention of Dunning when in ‘Blue Monday,’ tried in Green. 
wich Village last summer, and was understudy to Dorothy Hall in ‘Lilly 
Turner,’ 





Erstwhile coast producer who sank every dollar he had, in addition 
to his mother's savings, in several legit shows that flopped badly, ana 
who on his last venture several months ago faced criminal charges for 
issuing worthless paper, has apparently reached the end of his rope 
financially. 

Recently, when a musical show was staged at the theatre once dom. 
inated by the ex-producer, the mother, at one time wealthy in her own 
right, tried to land as wardrobe mistress, and a few days ago approached 
a Los Angeles legit manager asking for any kind of work. She said 
the son had squandered every dime they had. 





Evangeline Raleigh will replace Sara Jane in ‘Take a Chance’ at the 
Apollo, New York, as the result of the latter's squeamishness over a bit 
that calls for her appearing in lingerie. Miss Jane had no objection 
until after the show opened in Newark. At that time the criticism of 
a friend, said to be Gilbert Kahn (Roger's brother) was resented by the 
actress. Then she reversed herself and started squawking nightly, also 
at matinees, about her costuming. 

Larry Schwab and Buddy De Sylva, the producers, tried to convince 
Miss Jane her attitude was wrong but it was decided to call the en- 
gagement quits. 





Yale University theatre's critic list is oversubscribed for current sea- 
gon, Theatre has a system of inviting list members to ali productions 
put on by Dept. of Drama during the year. [n return for courtesy, 
invitees are required to submit straight-from-the-shoulder criticisms 
of everything from sets to cast. 

List is composed of studes, faculty, theatre-going local citizens, a few 
N. Y. preducers and a flock of just plain gate crashers who figure their 
written opinions are a fair swap for the free entertainment. No wonder 
the waiting list is four times the number that can be accommodated, 





Report that Howard Marsh withdrew from ‘The Du Barry’ after the 
Boston engagement at the instance of Grace Moore appears erroneous, 
Rowland Leigh of London, who staged the operetta, stated Marsh was 
mriscast, a point of view in which the actor concurred, it is claimed, 
His withdrawal from the cast was amicable, states Leigh. 








First move made by Harold Kemp when he -took over his booking | 


{ 





post at NBC was to establish contact with advertising agencies for the 
purpose of recovering their talent business. 


% + 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 
(Continued from page 19) 


during his long legal career in Chicago. It’s said he looks upon Para- 
mount-Publix as just another client and his present theatre work in 
New York as part of legal services he is rendering to the company. 








In Radio's ‘Bill of Divorcement’ wag featured an unfinished sonata 
supposed to have been composed by John Barrymore, in the character 
of a demented man, and never finished owing to his mental condition, 
Piece was written by Max Steiner, head of the studio music department, 

Although the picture has been out only eight weeks, Steiner has re- 
ceived 150 letters from musicians reéjuesting that he complete the com- 
tna Two music publishing houses have also queried him about the 
num A 





A picture made by one of the majors on which several writers and di- 
rectors worked wag not considered so hot after being finished and sev- 
eral of the scribblers on it were let go for failing to click. 

When picture was released it did surprisingly good business, so the 
studio head decided to throw a dinner on the lot for all those who had a 
finger in it. This necessitated calling several of the discharged back to 
join in the fest-celebration., 





Alexander Tolubuff gets screen credit on Metro’s ‘Rasputin’ for art 
direction, sharing with Cedric Gibbons. It is the first time in several 
years that any one excepting Gibbons has been given credit for this 
work at Metro. 

Tolubuff was originally imported from Russia five years ago for tech- 
nical advice and art work on ‘The Cossack.’ 





MPTOA charges Allied and the TOCC crossed it om admission price 
to the Park Central mass meeting Thursday. 

Agreement in Chicago was that $5 was to be minimum. When the 
MPTOA boys got there they found members of the other organizations 
were getting in for $2. 

Now the Lightman organization is demanding an accounting. 





Not all of the foreign players imported by Metro for foreign versions 
have returned home. Several of them are still hanging on in Holly~ 
wood, hoping for another break, 

One former big shot legit star in Berlin is now acting as caretaker of 
the estate of a domestic femme siar and another German player is at- 
tempting to peddle bonds among his co-patriots. 





Placed under contract by Warners a year ago after Universal had 
dropped her, Bette Davis has been promoted to stardom by the former. 
Her next picture, as yet unselected, will give her star billing. 

Miss Davis has been recuperating from an appendicitis operation, and 
hasn't had « role in two months. Warners picked up an option on her 
contract last week. 





When the studio decided it was necessary to remake his picture fol- 
lowing the preview, a director who has been trying to stage 2 comeback 
for several years attempted suicide. 

Friends prevented the self destruction, but since then it has been 
necessary to have him guarded, 





Metropolitan Sound Studios, Ine., ie not a party to the bankruptcy 
petitions filed in Hollywood by the Christie Film Company last week. 

E. W. Hammons, of Educational, states that Metropolitan is his prop- 
erty and that its least to the Christies expired in July, 1931. 





Joe Brandt says t’aint so; outside of luaching with Arthur Dent there's 
nothing to any Brandt-BIP deal, 





Deal which Universal had for Harry PoHard and Mel Brown to return 
as directors to the lot ta off, 
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Film Sale Arbiter’s Fee Surplus 
Studied; Shumlin Asks Showdown 








At the reputed instance of Her- 
man Shumilin, a realignment of dis- 
tributing the arbiter’s surplus earn- 
ings in the sale of picture rights 
for legit attractions is being stud- 
ied. This was indicated at a re- 
cent session at the Theatre League 
attended by the producer, a repre- 
sentative of the Drmatists’ Guild 
anda Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., the 
arbiter who has held the post since 
the Guild’s Basic Minimum Agree- 
ment, became effective six years 


It is understood that no account- 
ing has been asked of the arbiter 
eince the present system of selling 
film rights was started. The agree- 
ment provides that the arbiter may 
deduct 3%% of the money paid by 
picture producers. Just what fee 
the arbiter was to receive was 
never definitely defined, but the 
agreement sets forth that any sur- 
plus shall be disposed by a two- 
thirds vote of the managers and 
Guild members. 

Never a Surplus 

Bickerton is reported having re- 
plied to queries that there was no 


% surplus and never had been one. 


After a slow first year for the ar- 
biter the picture rights sale in the 
following four years totaled $4,- 
000,000. That meant nearly $150,- 
000 was retained by the arbiter’s 
office, an average of more than 
$25,000 annually. 

At the League conference, said to 
have been attended by Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz for the managers, Lou- 
ise Silcox for the Guild and Shum- 
‘lin on his own, it was indicated 
that intention was that the arbiter 
‘ghould receive about $15,000 yearly. 
The suggestion put forth was that 
any excess should be split between 
the League and the Guild’s fund for 
distressed authors. 

Bickerton is a well known the- 
atrical attorney and also is an oc- 
ecasional legit producer. Shumlin 
presented ‘Clear All Wires,’ the 
film rights of which he s6old to 
Metro. When the deal was pending 
‘the manager perused the Basic 
Agreement and is said to have 
\ asked Bickerton for an accounting. 
| A meeting between the managers 
‘and the Guild is expected to be 
called for the purpose of agreeing 
‘on sharing of the possible surplus 
‘ picture fee money, also to make the 
arbiter’s fee a definite figure. Reg- 
‘ulation in the agreement as it now 
stands gives the arbiter the privi- 
lege of charging up to 3%% of the 
wales price. 


Equity Fails on Bond; 
Actors Out 3 Wks.’ Pay 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Equity cast of ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ 
was left holding the bag for three 
weeks’ salary when the piece closed 
at the Geary theatre San Francis.o, 
Nov. 26, through the failure of 
Equity to secure a bond from the 
producers, George Naylor and 
Charles Burke. Cast was assured 
that the bond was up when the play 
Opened at Pasadena. Producers 
Were arrested in ’Frisco on com- 
plaints issued by the Labor Com- 
mission. They have until Dee, 7 
to pay off. 

Cast was returned to Hollywood 
through transporation furnished by 
Naylor, who with Burke is stranded 
in the north. Members of the cast 
are particularly bitter towards 
Equity as most of them had been 
forced to pay up back dues before 
joining the show. 

Charles Miller, Equity’s L.A. rep- 
resentative, said his office was co- 
operating with the San Francisco 
authorities to collect the salaries, 
but gave no reason why Equity had 








» not obtained the bond before the 


show opened. 

Players awaiting their salaries 
are: Boyd Erwin, Margaret Field- 
ing, Zeffie Tilbury, Claire Vedera, 
Eric Snowden, Virginia Kami, Tyr- 
Te] Davis and Don Kohler. 
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B. 0. MEN’S CLUB SALUTE 


Who 





Two Members 
Showed Enterprise 


Admires 





Chicage, Dec. 5. 

As a gesture of good will toward 
two of its members, the Treasurers 
Club bought a block of 200 seats for 
the opening of ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ at the Blackstone last Fri- 
day (2). Two treasurers, James 
Sheehan and Cyrus ‘Gene’ Wilder 
are co-lessees of the house with 


Guy Hardy. Latter is managing 
house, with his partners handling 
the box. 


Total cost of block was $440, with 
Treasurers’ Club taking half the 
sum out of the exchequer and the 
members absorbing the difference 
personally. 

B. o. boys thought that a couple 
of treasurers with gumption enough 
to go out and create work, if only 
for themselves, deserved encour- 
agement. 


WIRED FROM TRAIN FOR 





SUNDAY DATE—NIX: 





Chicago, Dee. 5. 

Vivienne Segal company of 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ wired the Ma- 
jestic theatre here from a train last 
Thursday (1) asking to open at 
the house Sunday (4) following 
‘Merry Widow.’ Although house 
wanted an attraction it was deemed 
too short notice to open a show 
without publicity and against two 
competing musicals, ‘Laugh Parade’ 
and ‘Vanities.’ 

‘Soldier’ closed in St. Paul. Prin- 
cipals were paid off in full, but 
Equity had to draw on the bond to 
pay off the chorus and return them 
to New York. It was on the train 
coming down from St. Paul that 
the hope of a new lease on life was 
born, after ‘Soldier’ heard what en- 
couraging business ‘Widow’ had 
gotten at $1.65 at the Majestic. 

‘Merry Widow’ was in hock when 
arriving in Chicago after playing 
and starving along the road at $2.20 
and similar prices. Big capacity 
Majestic and that depression top of 
$1.65 allowed them to end with two 
profitable weeks and solvency al) 
around, 





Union Claims Fail to 
Tie Up ‘Merry Widow’ 


Chicago, Dee. 5. 

Stagehand locals in Iowa tried to 
tie up ‘The Merry Widow’ Satur- 
day (3) night at the Majestic as the | 
company prepared to return to 
Cleveland, its point of origin. 

Company did two big weeks in 
Chicago and paid off most of its ac- 
cumulated indebtedness from a dis- 
astrous one-night season through 
the corn belt. Producer S. W. Man- 
heim was not with the company, 
and, after impossibility of making 
immediate collection was compre- 
hended, the stagehands’ attorney 
released the troupe at 2 a. m. Sun- | 
day. 


Fred Curtis Producing 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Stage and picture rights to Law- | 
rence Sterner’s ‘The Unchristian 
Jew,’ have been acquired by Fred 
Cc. Curtis, who will stage the ‘uni- 
versal religion’ idea play after the 
first of the year. It will be givena 
try-out in Santa Barbara before 
coming into Los Angeles. 

Curtis plans ‘Unchristian’ as the 
first of a series of original plays, 
on which he will hold the picture 
rights. 








‘Mrs. Moonlight’ Folds 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. | 
‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ which opened at | 
the Fox California, San Diego, Nov. 
6 for what was expected to be an 
all-season tour, curled up in San 
Francisco Nov. 26. 
Charles Burke hopes to revive 
the piece after the holidays. 





| which 
' other 
| back, 


| bad, 


| pointed special master, has been 


(MONEY USED UP 
WON'T PRODUCE 


Receivership Looks Washed 
Up—Liens Ahead of 
Bonds Would Take Up 
All Assets If Forced to 
Prompt Sale — Creditors 
Just Coasting Along— 
‘Mad Hopes’ Eloquent 
Title 


——-- 


PROFITLESS VENTURES 





The Shuberts are through pro- 
ducing shows. That means that 
their venture known as the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation which has 
been in receivership for more than 
a year is about washed up. Looks 
inevitable that the Shubert prop- 
erties owned by the corporation will 
go under the hammer in the process 
of liquidation. 

In the case of the Shubert busi- 
ness, it is estimated that if the as- 
sets are disposed of in the imme- 
diate future, there will be nothing 
remaining for the creditors after 
paying prior liens such as the re- 
eeivers’ certificates, That means 
the $6,450,000 debenture bonds are 
worthless and genera] creditor 
claims amounting to about $3,000,- 
000 are equally valueless, not to 
mention holders of stock, 


Capital Used Up 


The receivers have no money 
left with which to try further pro- 
duction and at a recent confab they 
decided not to seek any more coin 
for the purpose. Several weeks ago 
the receivers told as much to 
the committees representing four 
groups of creditors and were ready 
to go into court, there to concede 
they had failed to improve the busi- 
ness. The creditors figured that as 
their claims were worthless, they 
could not lose anything by having 
the receivers continue trying—and 
anyhow the treditors cannot be as- 
sessed. 

There is a chance, but it is a long 
one, for the Shubert business to 
make money. It will not come from 
the receivership-produced shows 
and must come, if at all, from at- 
tractions of other managers; shows 
which are now playing or will play 
Shubert theatres. Operating ex- 
pense is down to a minimum be- 
cause of arrangements with mort- 
gagors in a dozen houses in New 
York and outside for the latter to 
assume fixed charges. It is pos- 
sible for the receivership to go 
along until Feb. 4, the tentative 
liquidation date set by the court. 

The Shuberts, so far as the re- 
ceivership is concerned, are inter- 
ested in just four shows and own 
only one outright. It is ‘Amer- 
icana’ @ moderate money revue. 
Another show and the only one 
approaching hit rating is ‘Flying 





Colors,’ in which they have a 25% 
interest. In addition they have 


50% of ‘Autumn Crocus’ (with Basil 
Dean having the balance) and a 
half ownership of ‘The Mad Hopes’ 
(Bela Blau, 50%). That is all. They 
had a small interest in ‘Ballyhoo’ 
stopped last week, while 
trys flivved out some time 
Shuberts personally have 
some shows of their own which 
aren't doing so well either, 
Title Says It All 

It may be significant that the 
final production of the Shubert re- 
eeivers is ‘The Mad Hopes,’ which 
opened on Broadway last week, with 
doubtful chances indicated. The 
pertinent title was changed for the | 
Boston showing to ‘No Money To 
Guide Her,’ but that sounded as 


Ear! B. Barnes, recently ap- 
hearing special damage claims 
against the Shubert’ corporation. 
These claims include cases of dis- 
affirmed leases. Heaviest claim | 
concerns the Forrest theatre, New 
York, the lease on which expires 
in 1969. The Kraemers, who built 
the Edison hotel, which the Shu- 
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SHUBERTS THROW UP SPONGE 





Pop Legit Circuit 





For Legit Productions | 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Al Rosen, agent, and Ralph Pin- 
cus, San Francisco producer, are in 
a deal to stage several legit shows 
here and in the Golden Gate eity. 
First will probably be “The Good 
Fairy’ with the production team 
angling for the coast rights. Pos- 
sibilities are that Wynne Gibson 
will be starred. 


Ready to Sneak 
Up on Broadway 
For Legit Fame 


Casting started yesterday (7) on 
the first of five plays for the State 
Society, with production probable 
in about five weeks. That's the 
group that will show plays without 
titles, with the names of authors 
kept secret and with critics barred. 

Organization is now completely 
lined up and ready to function. Idea 
is to give only three performance of 
each play—one evening and two 
matinees. No tickets sold separate- 
ly or at box office, but a regular $5 
subscription for the five plays. As 
far as possible name actors will be 
used in the performances, idea being 
for producers then to bid for the 








rights. 
John Erskine, Carl Van Doren, 
Christopher Morley and Cleon 


Throckmorton are the play reading 
committee, while the other commit- 
tees are mixed with professional and 
outside social names. 

Professional members’ already 
allied and willing to play in what- 
ever comes up if and when avyail- 
able include 33 actors with varying 
name value, mostly recognizable, 


RADIO PAYS FOR SHOW 
LOST THRU BROADCAST 


‘Pardon My English,’ the Aarons 
& Freedley musical with Jack Bu- 
chanan which opened in Phila. last 
Friday and which is due into the 
Majestic, New York, soon, will omit 
Thursday night performances be- 
cause the show’s chief comic Jack 
Pearl goes on the radio that eve- 
ning. That follows the precedent set 
by Ed Wynn whose ‘Laugh Parade’ 
drops Tuesday night for the same 
reason, 

There is a new angle to the Pearl 

broadcast in its relation to the 
show, however. An extra matinee 
will be played, Lucky Strikes and 
Pearl guaranteeing the producers 
the difference between what the 
added performances actually grosses 
and capacity for a night perform- 
ance. 
Novel agreement appears to be a 
break in favor of the-producers, be- 
cause of the large capacity of the 
Majestic and the fact that afternoon 
prices are less than evening scales. 
Understood the money paid Aarons 
& Freedley wil be split 50-50 be- 
tween the comedian and the radio 
advertiser. 











berts personally are interested in, 





seek something like $1,000,600. Some 
other claims resulted from bills be- 
ing rendered to the receivers in- 
stead of the Shuberts personally. 
The special damage claims are in 
addition to the admitted liabilities 
of something over $9,000,000. With 
little or nothing figured for the 
creditors after the corporation is 


| liquidated, why the special claim- 


ants are seeking relief, is a mys- 
tery. They, like the other creditors 
and bondholders, are just taking a 
chance that something might hap- 
pen favorably. 
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Coast to Coast 


F. & M. Project, Aim Is 52 Weeks 


| Rosen, Pincus Teaming 


| With 20 sites assured in the east, 
| Stage, Inc., newly organized com- 
pany by Harry Arthur, is working 
swiftly to wrap up locations in 65 
cities and towns throughout the 
country, for the creation of a new 
pop legit circuit that will run from 
coast to coast. It will reopen close 
to 100 presently dark film houses in 
all the bigger keys, providing an 
annual show book of 52 weeks. 

Arthur is president and general 
manager of the company, believed 
backed by Fanchon & Marco, be- 
sides certain financial interests 
close to F. & M. Arthur is now 
operator of the former Poli circuit 
in New England. 

Full details are not forthcoming. 
This new plan of Stage, Inc., differs 
essentially from the plan which 
Marco proffered many months ago 
to the various film chains for the 
utilization of dark houses for this 
legit purpose. 

The plans are to roadshow 
Broadway legits on a selective ba- 
sis by Stage, Inc., and booking 
them on a regular two-a-day pol- 
icy throughout. The bookings will 
run from a one-day stand to a full 
week, according to conditions. 

Marco’s success with his tabs 
such as ‘Sally,’ ‘Whoopee,’ ‘Desert 
Song’ and other musicals, probably 
has prompted the quick action of 
his partners in the east in this new 
venture. Prior to launching Stage, 
Inc., recently tried out his tab of 
‘Sally’ at a $2 top in Denver. It 
turned out to be quite successful. 

52 Co-operative Weeks 

What the b. o. scale may be on 
the new circuit isn’t given, but if 
it’s anything like what Marco sub- 
mitted to the film circuits many 
months ago, it is likely to be $1 top 
at night, and maybe less during the 
day. 

Where the Broadway plays can't 
be booked intact, Stage proposes to 
buy the play rights and book the 
shows on royalty basis. 

Marco during his recent visit to 
New York is known to have con- 
fabbed with the Broadway produc- 
ers besides the film circuits head, 
It is believed that before he de- 
parted for the coast Marco reached 
an understanding with all that 
made possible the launching of 
Stage, Inc. The selection of theatre 
sites continues while he is on the 
coast under Harry Arthur. 

It is believed that most of the 
present season will be devoted by 
officials of Stage to building up the 
circuit. Whatever shows will be 
selected from the present season's 
roll on Broadway will not be routed 
until the Spring or after. . 
When ultimately booking, Stage, 


Inc., is calculated to relight scores 
of houses among the film circuits 
which today are only so much dead 


financial weight for the chains. 


‘Sing’ Tour by Welch 


The tour of the Chicgo company 
of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ started with 
high promise in St. Louis, the first 
stand out, where it opened Monday, 
Advance sale last week totaled 
$11,000 on the day at the American, 
Prize winning musical has three 
men in advance and works to the 
coast after playing central southern 
time. 

Routing of ‘Sing’ marks the re- 
association of Jack M. Welch as 
booking manager with Sam Harris, 
Bill Gorman, Howard Gale and 
Bill Howe are agenting the ‘Sing’ 
tour. 











‘Frenchmen,’ Once Tab, 
Again a $2 Road Show 


Anatole Friedland’s ‘50 Million 
Frenchmen’ opens in Albany, N. Y,, 
Xmas day on its $2 road tour. 

Friedland, after tabloidizing 

















‘Frenchmen,’ has blown it up into 
a regular legit show for the hin- 
terland itinerary. Abe Cohen will 
be back with it. 
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Gracie 


Allen, Guest, Hears Friars 





Ribbed About Butter ’n’ Egg Grief 


‘it's a great pleasure to see s0 
many ladies here, in fact, it is a 
creat pleasure to see anybody in 
the club,’ said George Jessel, Dean 


of the Friars at a dinner to George 


Nat Burns and Gracie Allen Satur- 
day night (3). First time in years 
that the other sex was welcomed 


within the monastery. The hall was 
dolled up for the special occasion, 
even to the presence of cigarette 
girls. 

The club was thrown into re- 
ceivership recently by a butter and 
egg merchant, with Hyman Bushel 
appointed receiver. There was some 
kidding about that, but Bushel had 
another date. Jessel as m.c.. ex- 
plained: ‘This is a dinner to a 
lady and her stooge. Yes, we are 
honoring a man who has his humor 
in his wife’s name.’ Referring to 
the wives again he said: ‘God bless 
you and keep you. I can’t afford 
to.’ 

On the 
Tucker, 


dais also were 
Florence Moore, 
Richman, Jack Benny, William 
Degnon Weinberger, Walter C. 
Kelly, Joe Cunningham and Harry 
Hershfield, of course. Richman was 
not called on or referred to during 
the introductions. The boner was 
corrected later, Richman had no 
hesitancy in saying the omission 
was not very nice. Eddie Cantor 
was missing, somebody cracking he 
might be hiding in Jay Flippen’s 
hair. Flip and Benny Piermont are 
the main Saturday Nite Boys who 
ran the event, 


Jessel Entr’ Acte 

Cunningham arose to say: ‘I am 
wondering what this is all about. 
The committee put a couple of 
dames on the dais and figured 
éverybody was on a diet. The hon- 
ored guests met in what the Cali- 
fornia Chamber of Commerce calls 
the garden of Eden. They were 
married: in a lion’s cage and held 
the reception at a hot dog stand. 
But I heard this dinner was really 
staged for Jessel, between mar- 
riages.’ 

Miss Tucker got her favorite 
billing as an introduction—‘the last 
of the red hot mamas.’ She thanked 
hetven for Kate Smith. Referring 
to Burns and Allen she said: ‘There 
is n thing finer in show business 
than to see a man and wife climb 
upward together.’ Miss Moore said: 
‘I don’t know what I’m doing up 
here with all these successes’ (she 
recently appeared in a revival of 
‘Cradle Snatchers’ which stopped 
quickly). 

Kelly made it snappy, referring 
to himself as ‘one of those magnifi- 
cent antiques.” He said he once 
asked Miss Tucker to be Mrs. Kelly, 
but Soph ‘told me to scram’... 
Benny was afraid he was going to 
lay an egg and he nearly ‘did: ‘Jes- 
sel promised me I would not be 
called on, so I came prepared. 

The speeches were brief, as was 
the show that followed, the floor 
being cleared for dancing. 


Sophie 
Harry 





‘VANITIES’ ON HALF PAY 


PLAYS WEEK TO WEEK 


Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ was on 
the verge of folding at the Broad- 
way Saturday (3) night and the re- 





‘Wage Claims Pile Up 


On ‘Rose of Flanders’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 
Claims for unpaid labor, totaling 


| $167, have piled up against ‘Rose of 


Fianders,’ co-op musical that played 
a month at the Mayan some time 
ago. Salaries still to be paid are 
due press agents, artists and ward- 
robe workers who were not in the 
co-op agreement. 
Question of responsibility has 
been decided by the state labor 
commission, which has summoned 
Samuel Gelberg, attorney, for hear- 
ing. Gelberg wasa partner of Joseph 
Finger in producing the show and, 
according to Finger’s testimony, 
took over complete charge, throwing 
the latter out. Edward Royce, who 
staged, was to get 10% of the 
profits, but was not an investor, 


Liegfeld Owner Takes 
House Back, but Denies 
Deal With Jos. Schenck 


Dispossess notices have been 
pasted on the entrance doors of the 
Ziegfeld theatre and the offices 
above, formerly occupied by the 
late Florenz Ziegfeld, Action ap- 
pears to have resulted when the 
owners recognized the futility of 
trying to hold the Ziegfeld estate 
for the balance of the lease or to 
collect back rent, 


Action to gain possession of the 
property came after reports from 
the coast to the effect that negotia- 
tions were on for leasing the house 
to Joseph M. Schenck by the Hearst 
interests. Realty firm representing 
the latter insisted that the deal was 
not consummated. 

The Ziegfeld is a costly house to 
operate. What with taxes and rent 
the fixed charges were $147,000 an- 
nually. Understood that the late 
showman owed $387,000 in back 
rent and taxes which he assumed 
under the lease. 

The theatre was built by W. R. 
Hearst and Arthur Brisbane, being 
one of their projects to improve 
Sixth avenue property northward 
of 53rd street after the elevated 
train spur between that point and 
59th street was removed. Another 
of their buildings is the Warwick 
hotel. 





Nelmes Heads B.O. Men 
Elected for 12th Time 


At the annual meeting of the 
Treasurers’ Club of America Harry 
B. Nelmes, at present treasurer of 
the Waldorf theatre, New York, 
was elected president for the 12th 
consecutive year. 

Lep Solomon, of the Music Box, 
who filled out the unexpired term 
of the late William F. Muenster 
was elected vice-president; Sol 
DeVries, re-elected treasurer; 
James N,. Vincent, re-elected fi- 
nancial secretary and James F. 
McEntee, re-elected rec rding sec- 
retary. 

There were 12 candidates to fill 
six vacancies on the Board of Gov- 





vue is on a week-to-week basis. 
Show was near closing several 
weeks ago, when the notice was| 
rescinded, After that Carroll ad- 
vised the company the show will 


run through the winter. 

Salaries were not forthcoming 
Saturday. The principals were asked 
to accept 50% of the salaries. 
There were some protests, but at a 
meeting yesterday (Monday), the 
players were reported having agreed 
to continue this week. Cast ac- 
cepted a cut some time ago. 

Understood Carrell was forced to 
seek salary reductions because of 
pressure put upon him by the show's 
costumers and scenic designers. 
Latter demanded to be paid one- 
half of the attraction’s share of the 
gross for the past several weeks. 

There have been constant cast 
changes since opening with the idea 

of reducing the overhead. 

A 20% salary cut for the whole 
cast goes into effect in Earl Car- 
rolls road ‘Vanities’ when it gets 
to Chicago, Dec. 17. Show has been 
out about two months. 


IEXverybody’s taking it except 
Sylvia Nelson, prima donna, who 
returns to New York for another 
job. 


| 


ernors. Those with the highest ma- 
jorities: Al Darling, Frank Frayer, 
William Brennan, J. Lee Arnold, 


Morrie Seamon and Thomas Burke. 

Among the 11 who automatically 
became life members through hay- 
ing been in good standing for 
years, only Saul Abraham and Je- 
rome B. Flynn are active on 
Broadway. The former is general 
manager for ‘Dangerous Corner,’ 
the latter being in the Casino box 
office. The others are William F. 
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Dillon, Edward C. O'Neil, Joseph 
W. Cone, Walter S. Caldwell, Ed- 


ward M. Hart, Mark Nathan, Louis 
Salter, Lee Baker and Walter M. 
Cox, 





‘Passion Play’ in Music Box 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Hollywood Musie Box, legit since 
it was built six years ago, gets per- 
manent RCA equipment and goes 
talker Dec. 14 with the German 





‘Freiburg Passion Play.’ New firm 
of Mueller, Bittke and Budrow 
takes over the house on a lease, 

Holy film plays two weeks, fol- 
jowed by a legit show featuring 
George K,. Arthur. 





Toby Wilson. Players, currently 


in house, closes Dec. 10. 


POP MATS HURT NITES ~ 


Pittsburgh Stock Drops Extra Aft- 
ternoons After Trial 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 5. 

George -Sharp Players at Pitt 
back to regulation eight perform- 
ances weekly after trying 10 shows. 
Extra mats Tuesday and Wednes- 
day have been discontinued, with 
regular Thursday and Sat. aft- 
ernoon performances remaining. 

It was found that while the extra 
mats in themselves were all right, 
they cut im on the nite trade due 
to low 40-cent top. 


PAY CUT BALK 
CLOSING ‘BOAT 


‘Show Boat’ will be withdrawn by | 
A. C. Blumenthal, acting for the 
Ziegfeld estate, at the end of the 
week in Cincinnati. Refusal of sev- 
eral members of the cast to accept 
a salary cut is the given reason, 
although most of the principals 
agreed to accept less. 

Although the revival was rated 
doing top business among touring 














musicals it has lIost $8,000 since 
leaving Broadway. Salary hook-up 
is such that ‘Boat’ had to gross $22,- 
000 weekly to better an even break. 
A majority of the cast who were 
in the original show has run of the 
play contract issued by the late 
producer, 

Validity of run of the play con- 
tracts was upheld by Equity which 
ruled that the contracts were with 
the attraction and not the manager 
individually. ‘Boat’ was slated for a 
full season on tour and it was an- 
ticipated the final Ziegfeld presenta- 
tion could play a second season in 
the smaller stands, 

Those who refused to cut are said 
to be Norma Terris and Puck and 


White. The have run of the play 
contracts, blocking their replace- 
ment 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 
‘Show Boat," currently at the Shu- 
bert with $3.30 to $1.10 scale, is 
shaving a dollar off orchestra and 
50 cents from balcony seat prices 
for Monday and Tuesday nights 
only.. Reduction ts on account of 
light business done here on those 
night during past two weeks by Ed 
Wynn's show and ‘Cat and Fiddle.’ 
‘Show Boat’ opened Sunday night 
to about half a house. 


CHORUS EQUITY TAKES 
ARREARS, GIRLS BURN 


Much bitterness against. Chorus 
Equity has been aroused recently 
through the methods used to com- 
pel the payment of dues. The en- 
semble people in ‘The Du Barry’ and 
‘Gay Divorce’ are particularly 
burned, because the Hquity col- 
lector extracted the full amounts 
due. 

That was claimed to have been in 
violation of an agreement for 
Equity to accept part payments 
over a period of two or three weeks. 
Some girls who were in arrears dis- 
covered that the colleetor has taken 
as much as $20 from the pay en- 
velopes. The company managers 
advised. the choristers that the 
Equity representative was insistent 
on collecting in full. As a result 
some of the girls borrowed from 
the managers. 

Another thing that is burning 
Chorus Equity members is a rule 
that bars them from the office to 
learn whether there are any calls, 
unless dues are fully paid. 








Barrymore in Doubt 


New Haven, Dec. 5. 

‘Ethel Barrymore, playing a three- 
day ‘Encore’ engagement at the 
Shubert, contracted a heavy cold 
and was forced to cancel two Wed. 
(30) shows. 

Actress was confined to bed at 
Hotel Taft, and Louis Newman.,. her 
manager, announced cancellation of 
Providence and Boston engage- 
ments and possibly Springfield and 
Hartford, due to follow here. 

Miss Barrymore left here for New 
York Friday (2) against advice of 
physicians, 

Play had received adverse notices 
locally. 


Miss Barrymore‘’s continuance 
with ‘Encore’ depends upon the 
star’s health, it was stated in New 


Plays on 


= 


Broadway 





GAY DIVORCE 


Comedy with music presented at the Bar- 
rymore Nov. 29 by Dwight Deere Wiman 
and Tom Weatherly; score and lyrics by 
Cole Porter; book by Dwight Taylor adapted 
by Kenneth Webb and Samuel Hoffenstein; 
staged by Howard Lindsay; dances by Car! 
Rendall and Barbara Newberry. Fred 
Astaire starred. 

Robert. ccccoccococccececoce ssh epee Gardos 
Teddy. ceccecccetreveses: G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
Guy...-. eseee- Fred Astaire 
Gladys. ccocccocceccoceccccese dean Frontal 
Vivian. cccccccccessccaceessesess Helen Allen 
Doris...ccocceecesceccoe- Mary Jo Mathews 
Barbar&.ccecccccecccoceess-- betty Starbuck 
Phyllis... eeee-Eleanor Etheridge 
JOAN. ces pecvesoerseccdéedecees Joan Burgess 


eere ee eeeeteewere 


eereretteree 


JOYCE. ccccvccccscccccccccers Dorothy Waller 
Waiter. .ccccccececcccsesseettes: Eric Blore 
ADR... .ss00 ccceccccsccccoccccce sue Green 
Hortense. ceccccccccccessecceces uclla Gear 
Mimi... .ceccecccesccssesevetesss Claire Luce 
Porter. .scocccosceveccesees+ Martin Cravath 
TOnettl..cccccsesescere eoeecese Erik Rhodes 
Sonia..es- eovece everceoe eee SOnia B. Fitch 
Pint. ccvedecvodecedeceveesevsrns cna GReee 
Dian, cecescceevavvess eectces Mitzie Garner 
Claire.ccoccccece © Seseccercece Edna Abbey 
Blzine.ccccesees eeececcers Jacquie Simmons 
GIG cv ocdecceveccenses »...Ethel Hampton 
Evelyn ..ccvcccvecescccetebecss Grace Moore 
EliZabeth. covccccevececerress Hulda Hedvig 
Mr. Pratt, cee TTTTTT Tite Roland Bottomley 


‘Gay Divorce’ isn’t gay enough ex- 
cept in the second act. But its 
smart settings, gorgeous girls and 
several tyrically elevated songs 
should carry it along moderately 
well at $4.40 top. 

An intimate musical comedy of the 
type that one time commanded a 
$5.50 top (at the Princess) it has 
all the elements except registering 
comedy. Half a dozen real. laughs 
would have turned ‘Divorce’ into a 
hit instead of a so-so musical. 

Fred Astaire is the main thing 
about the show, and since his sister 
Adele became a British peeress, it 
is apparent that the duo is a single. 
Not that Fred isn’t all he was for- 
merly. He seems as good if not 


SHUBERTS’ SPLIT-WEEK 
OPERETTA REP TROUPE 


Shuberts are sending out a comic 
opera troupe headed by Gertrude 
Lang and Allen Jones to do ‘Blos- 
som Time’ and ‘Student Prince’ in 
split weeks, playing. a town with one 
show the first half and holding over 
with the other operetta. 

Miss Lang was out with ‘Prince’ 
last season for the Shuberts. Jones 
is just out of the folded ‘Cyrano’ 
musical. 

This Shubert booking idea starts 
out Xmas in Washington, D. C. 


Prof. Baker’s Successor 
As Yale Workshop Head 


New Haven, Dec. 5. 

Prof. George Pierce Baker, head 
of the Yale School of Drama, is 
slated for retirement the end of this 
year, due to the age limit. 

Prof. Allardyce Nicoll of the U. of 
London, who has lectured at Work- 
shop 47 before, is mentioned promi- 
ently as Prof. Eaker’s most likely 
successor. 


NO BALTO STOCK 


Theatre Unit Co. Forfeits 6-Wks 
Rent; Stays Away 











Baltimore, Dec. 5. 

Appears that the Theatre Unit, 
Inc., stock season at the Maryland 
is about washed up, due more than 
any other reason, to the huge cast 
required for ‘Carry Nation,’ ~which 
recently folded in New York. 

Theatre unit had a six-week lease 
on the Maryland, but Leonard Mc- 
Laughlin, manager of the theatre, 
gave them a three-week leave of 
absence in addition, so that the 
company could go up to New York 
with Arthur J. Beckhard’s produc- 
tion. 

With the three-week leave the 
lease expires this week and still the 
repertory company has made no 
move to return to town. Looks like 
finances. Rep show was in for two 
weeks only, with biz bad through- 
out. McLaughlin figuring on wiring 
the house and grabbing a few road- 
show pictures. 


Bank Leases House 


Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 5. 

The Princess will reopen Dec. 9. 
E. R. Fitzgerald, Boston, has leased 
the house from the Bankers Life Co. 
of Des Moines, owners, and will 
operate a stock company headed by 
Arthur J. Beckhard. With the com- 
pany will be Tom Powers, Philip 
Faversham, Ellen Lowe and Laura 
Straub. 

On Jan. 18, 14 and 15 the company 
will present the Abbey theatre [rish 











York yesterday (Mon.). 


better, but teamed or not, he showd 
have had more sparkling surround. 
ings. 

There are 14 ‘lookers,’ 
whom have lines to speak. Cole 
Porter supplied numbers which 
mostly are adorned with pithy lyre 
ics. There is plenty of class in the 
presentation, yet there is something 
wrong. It must be the book. 

First act is lethargic. Too much 
stery, too much blah dialog. Seemea 
the pathway to the romance that ig 
the crux of the story was strewn 
with verbal hurdles or long, quiet 
interludes. Mimi and Guy had met 


some 


of 


at a luncheon and subsequently 
spent an evening together with 
neither knowing much about the 


ather except that they were in love, 

Mimi's lawyer arranges a phoney, 
compromising situation at an Eng. 
lish seaside hotel, so that the divorce 
will eventuate. It happens that the 
attorney and Guy are friends anda 
Mimi mistakes Guy as the profes- 
sional eco-respondent. He gets the 
shock of his life when she gives him 
the key to her room and admonishes 
him to bring his own pajamas. The 
arcical end is accentuated because 
Guy does not know that Mimi is 
married and cannot figure what it 
is all about. So when the Italian 
Tonetti, who takes the slap in such 
cases, arrives, Guy stays up all night 
with him, It works out okay when 
it develops that Mr. Pratt (that’s 
Mimi's sort of a. k. professor-hus- 
band) has been week-ending with 
another woman, So he has to give 
Mimi a divorce, and all hands exit 
dancingly for the train to London. 

Astaire and the taffy-haired Caire 
Luce are the Guy and Mimi of the 
play. Neither can sing, but .they 
can hoof, and two or three times 
they just about hold up the show. 
The smash number takes them 
gracefully over the furniture to the 
tempo of ‘You're in Love.’ In the 
first act it was with ‘Night and Day’ 
that the lovers pleased with their 
supple maneuvers, and they are not 
so bad with ‘I’ve Got You on My 
Mind.’ Astaire is unique as one of 
the most nimble dancers, and pro- 
vided some of the telling points 
of the show, starting early with 
‘After You, Who?’ 

In support there are good players, 
but none with outstanding assign- 
ments. Louella Gear has two lyrics, 
Maybe her best is ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Fitch. As for that it may be said 
that at the finale of the choruses 
there is a startling pun. G. P. Hunt- 
ley, Jr., with the single eyeglass 
becomes a sort of pest because he 
has too much to say. Eric Blore as 
a waiter is just fair for a funny 
man, while Betty Starbuck has not 
much chance either. ‘Gay Divorce’ 
should have been much better. 

Ibee, 


THE MAD HOPES 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Droadhurst Dec. 1 by Bela Blau and the 
Shuberts; written by Romney’ Brent; 
staged by the producer, 

Hilton Hope........ TTTTI Tie John Halloran 
Geneva Hope...cccccccccesss:- Jane Wyatt 






Charlemagne... -Harold Websteer 
Claude Hope.. eeee-Rex O' Malley 
WuBeNle.o.ccocccevcccseecs .--Harriet Eells 
Mrs, Clytemnestra Hope, 

Violet Kemble Cooper 


ee DO, .ccdencnens eeee-+Harry Ellerbe 
Lady Ingleby...... e6ececesvers Doris Rick 
OTE «2s 0:0:0.05.0400b06¢08s Raymond O'Brien 
Comte Rene D’Entain..Marcel Journet, Jr. 
Josephine... ...cceseece eonstoscsse Ina Rorke 
BeGTera. 0. 0csciee seoeee-Charles Wellesley 
Maurice Klein..... eoccecves Pierre Watkin 


A triflfig sort of play, mildly di- 
verting ahd well enough played, but 
doubtful of bettering a mild en- 
gagement in times when it seems 
shows must be exceptional to get 
“cross. 

Written by Romney Brent, an ac- 
tor with a comic strain, it was 
tried out on the coast last summer. 
It also was done by a summer show 
group down east under the title of 
‘Widow's Might,’ the accredited au-< 
thor then being one Leslie Bou 
Long Island also saw the pieC@. 
When tried out in Boston recently 
prior to the Broadway showing, 
Bela Blau used the incredible title 
‘No Money to Guide Her.” 

Mrs. Clytie Hope, an English 
woman with two sons not quite as 
flighty as she and a daughter who 
aims to wed a middle-aged title to 
solve the family’s financial prob- 
lems, resides in wsvuthern Franc@s 


(Continued on page 47) 





Lambs Group Revival 


‘The Family Upstairs’ is to be re- 
vived by a group of Lambs club 
members headed by Leonard Js 
Doyle and Thomas Ross. Show was 
originally presented by Harry Delf 


in 1925 at the Gaiety, where it 
played a limited engagement. 
Show is aimed for a repeat on 


Broadway after trying out at Jack- 
son Heights. 





‘Soldier’ to Resume 


‘The Chocolate Soldier’ brought in 
from the road last week is slated 
to tour again after Christmas. 
Show closed in St. Paul where it 
grossed $5,000 in three days. 
Revival is under the direction of 





plays. 


Charles Purcell, who will again head. 
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Varieties’ Of $10,000 in Bway 


Drop; 


Divorce’ at $14,000 Best Newcomer 





Broadway's legit business slumped 
badly last week. A gradual decline 
between Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas is seasonal, but the sudden, 
sharp drop in grosses was not an- 
ticipated, nor was it explained. 

Musicals, even the leaders, exper- 
fenced decreases upward of $4,000 
on the week, while one was report- 
ed down more than $10,000—‘Music 
Hall Varieties,’ which is rather a 
vaudeville show than a revue. The 
dramas were socked for an average 
of $2,000, with some grosses off 
more than that. The figures are 
not unusual compared with slump 
periods, but actually the percen- 
tages of the declines are greater 
because the gross levels of this sea- 
son are lower. 

‘Gay Divorce’ Does Well 

Three new shows last week wiih 
only one having an_ indicated 
chance—‘Gay Divorce’ at the Bar- 
rymore,. It got $14,000 in seven per- 
fermances, and while that is mod- 
erate for a musical the show is not 
expensively hooked up. “The Great 


Magoo’ was panned at the Selwyn. | 


It opened Friday (2) and chances 


are rather indefinite. “The Mad 
Hopes’ looked luke warm at the 
Broadhurst. 


First full week of ‘Take a Chance’ 
at the Apollo grossed $26,000, re- 
garded as excellent considering the 
going. New musical hit was but 
$4,000 under capacity. 

The musical leader ‘Music in the 
Air’ slipped under $30,000, while the 
long-run ‘Of Thee I Sing’ dropped 
to $23,000. Only show to approxi- 
mate capacity last week was ‘Din- 
ner at Eight,’ at $23,000. Nearest 
dramatic contender, ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ got $16,500, a material de- 
crease, but should come back, 

Three added closings last week 
reduced the number of attractions 
to a total of 31. The sudden, but 
not unexpected withdrawals were 
‘I Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris; 
‘Chrysalis,’ Beck; ‘Singapore,’ 48th 
Street. Due off this week: ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law,’ Plymouth; ‘That’s 
Gratitude,’ Hudson; Cornelia Otis 
Skinner, Lyceum. 


‘Vanities’ in Doubt 

Four definite premieres are card- 
ed for next week and two more are 
possibilities: ‘Biography,’ Guild; 
‘Red Planet,’ Cort; ‘Alice in Won- 
derland,’ 14th Street; revival of 
‘Show-Off,’ Hudson. The other list- 
ings are ‘Anybody’s Game’ and 
‘Shuffle Along,’ houses to be named. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Absent Father,’ Mansfield (8th 
week) (C-1,050-$3.30). Nobody but 
the backers know how this gets by; 
around $2,000 on week. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (3rd 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). Dorothy Gish 
replaced Patricia Collinge; may 
better chances; fair to date; about 
$7,500. 

‘Americana,’ Shubert (10th week’ 
(R-1,395-$3.30). Moderate money 
revue; takings estimated at $14,- 
600 last week; drop not as much as 
most others. 

Another Language,’ Booth (33rd 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Can make 
money with moderate grosses; last 
week about $8,000; date indefinite. 

‘Chrysalis,’ Mariin Beck. With- 
drawn Saturday; three weeks to 
small grosses. 

‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (9th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Operates to 
profit with moderate takings; $7,500 
last week; moves to another house 
with ‘Lucrece’ arrives (20). 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Avon (7th 
week) (CD-830-$3.30). After im- 
proving, dropped sharply last week; 
bit over $6,000. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (7th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Only show 
at virtual capacity last week; went 
to $23,000 in usual eight perform- 


ances. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (13th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Took nose 
dive; true of most other musicals; 
estimated undef $18.000% will prob- 
ably cut salaries to stick. 

‘Firebird,’ Empire (3rd week) (C- 
1,099-$3.30). Dipped the second 
week with takings under $8,500; 
should do better on merit of per- 


formance. 
‘Gay Divorce,’ Barrymore (2nd 
Drew mixed 


week) (M-1,090-$4.40). 
opinions at smart premiere; after 
wavering went to near capacity 


Saturday; topped $14,000 in seven 
times; not costly musical and 
should land. 


‘} Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris. 
Taken off last Saturday; played 
about eight weeks to rather disap- 
pointing grosses; probably out of 
red with picture money. ; 

‘Jamboree,’ Vanderbilt (3rd week) 
(D-771-$2.75). Claimed some busi- 
ness Saturday and backers aim to 


stick; figured under $3,006, how- 
ever. 
‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (8th 


week) (C-876-$3.30). One of sea- 
son's successes; although not as big 
as other clicks grosses consistently 


g00d; about $12,000 last week, 
‘Music Hall Varieties,’ Casino 
(3rd week) (R-2,550-$2.75). Dived 


after a promising first week; tak- 


ings last week estimated not ties! 


over $20,000, 


+ 


5 MINNEAPOLIS SHOWS 


GET ‘LANGUAGE’ $6,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

‘Another Language’ went over big 
and did a nice business at the Met- 
ropolitan for four nights and a mat- 
inee, grossing nearly $6,000. It was 
the theatre’s third road show of the 
current season, with nothing imme- 
diately underlined. 

Beverly Bayne, former Minne- 
apolitan and one-time screen. star, 
made a favorable impression as 
guest luminary with the Bainbridge 
stock at the Shubert in ‘Brief Mo- 
ment,’ but the gross hung around a 
mediocre $3,000. Miss Bayne is con- 
cluding her engagement this week 
in ‘Hay Fever.’ 

Stock burlesque, aided by wres- 
tling, brought in a mild $2,500 to the 
Gayety, which is being operated on 
1 co-operative basis. 








STAR ILL, L. A. 
GOES ALL-DARK 


—_——-—— 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 


With what looked like a $9,000 
week in the bag, ‘Elmer the Great’ 
closed Wednesday evening at the El 
Capitan when Joe E. Brown suffered 
a sudden fiu attack. Will probably 
re-open (5) tonight, for balance of 
run. 

Piece opened Monday night to 
near capacity. Engagement was a 
two weeks revival. With the same 
cast, ‘Elmer’ played 14 weeks at 
the same house early last spring. 

Sir Harry Lauder and his com- 
pany played two performances at 
the Hollywood Playhouse Wednes- 
day. Mat and evening shows got 
slightly under $1,000. First time 
Lauder has played Hollywood. 

Closing of the El Cap leaves L. A. 
legitless. 





‘Music in the Aijr,’ Alvin (5th 
week) (O-1,387-$4.40). No musical 
sold out last week and even this 
leader affected; dipped to about 
$29,000. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ 46th St. (50th 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Run hold- 
over slipped to $23,000; lowest gross 
since moving here from Music Box; 
still strong in agencies, however. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
(6th week) (C-946-$3.30). Held up 
well, although every show on list 
felt the post-Thanksgiving decline; 
about $13,000. 

‘Singapore, 48th St. Taken off 
Saturday after playing three lean 
weeks. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliot (llth week) 
(D-924-$2.75). 4An in-between drama 
getting by to modest business; esti- 
mated average $5,000 weekly. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (2d week) 
(M-1,168-$4.40). Not complete sell- 
out but corking first week consider- 
ing general dip; $26,000 and no 
doubt of hitting. 

‘The Du Barry,’ Cohan (3d week) 
(O-1,300-$4.40). Eased off with field 
to about $17,500 last week; fair for 
operetta, which should stick. 

‘The Great Magoo,’ Selwyn (2d 
week) (C-1,062-$3.30). Opened Fri- 
day (2) and drew general panning; 
chances doubtful but better line this 
week, 

‘The Mad Hopes,’ Broadhurst (2d 
week) (CD-1,118-$3). Opened late 
last week with notices luke warm; 
indicated chances doubtful. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (l1ith week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Was slated to fold 
last Saturday after dropping to 
about $17,000; notice removed at last 
minute. 

‘Walk a Little Faster,’ Majestic 
(1st week) (R-1,770-$5). Presented 
independently (Courtney Burr); re- 
vue with Beatrice Lillie, Clark and 
McCullough, opens Wednesday (7); 
well regarded at try-out. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (10th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Slipped about 
$3,000 last week with the gross 
around $16,500; extra matinee 
dropped until holidays. 

Other Attractions 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; 
50th and final week of two engage- 
ments; lays off then tours at Christ- 

as time. 

Civic Repertory, 14th 
in Wonderland added to 


‘Alice 
next 


St.; 
bill 


i; week, 


Shakespeare Theatre (Jolson’s); 
Shakespeareay revivals. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Forrest; revival. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; 
revival. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Hudson; 
vival; final week; ‘Show-Off’ 
week, 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
final performances, 


re- 
next 


Lyceum; 





"The Moral Fabric,’ Provincetown. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





“Design for Living’ (Max 
Gordon), Imperial. 
‘Girls in Uniform’ (Sidney 


Phillips), Ritz. 

‘Land of Smiles’ (Shuberts), 
Ambassador. 

“The Family Upstairs’ (Leon- 


ard J. Doyle), 220 West 42d 
street. 

‘Saint Wench’ (Harry Osh- 
rin), Mansfield. 


‘The Last Judgment’ (Shep- 
ard & Buchanan), Cort. 

‘Anybody’s Game’ (Elizabeth 
Miele), Fulton. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Ga- 
vin Muir) (road), Longacre. 


‘WIDOW’ $8,000, RUN 
EXTENDED IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 5. 

‘Merry Widow’ has been moving 
along so neatly it’s being held over 
for a fourth week at Columbia, 
while Billie Burke is in at the 
Alcazar for two more stanzas, mak- 
ing six in all. 

Meanwhile first of the four The- 











atre League productions for the 
Curran opens tonight when ‘Brief 
Moment’ bows in at $2 top. And 
Dick Wilbur’s stock company 
opened Saturday night (3) at the 
Tivoli. 

‘Widow’s’ third week came near 


the $8,000 mark, which is okay. 
Miss Burke in ‘Marquise’ pulled an 
okay $6,300 to the Alcazar. 

Geary only house now dark, 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ due there 
during holidays. 








Little Theatre Awards 
Trenton, Dee. 5. 


The Yardley Civic Club in ‘The 
Florist Shop,’ directed by Robert 
Southworth, is the winner of the 
first award in the third annual Lit- 
tle” Theatre tournament held here. 
The organization received the RKO 
Theatres’ cup. 

Second Group award, Stacy The- 
atre cup, went to the Trenton Col- 
lege Club for its performance of 
‘The Man Who Married a Dumb 
Wife,’ directed by Dr. Donald Clive 
Stuart, head of the Department of 
English at Princeton. The Y. M. 
H. A. Players, presenting a medieval 
play, won third award, the Samuel 
French medal. 

The Ivans’ medal for best male 
acting was given to Jack English, 
appearing in the Contemporary 
Club production. The Zonta Club 
medal for best female role went to 
Cora Long Holsclaw of the Yardley 
Civic Club. 


Future Plays 


‘For Services Rendered,’ Somer- 
set Maugham play, will be put into 
work after the first of the year by 
Sam H. Harris. 

Untitled musical by Romberg, 
Carpenter, Caesar will be put into 
work at once by George White. 

Untitled revue is being readied by 
Earl Carroll. 

‘Little Old Boy’ has been adopted 
by Arch Selwyn after having been 
considered by Jed Harris, Arthur 
Hopkins and Abbott & Dunning. 
Story of a reformatory with a 
chiefly juvenile cast. 

‘Anybody’s Game’ will be Eliza- 
beth Miehl’s fourth try this season. 
Has to do with ad agency quirks. 








English’ Unready but Gets Philly 
Break: $12.000 in Three Times 





“BOAT? IN PITTSBURGH | ese. scons!" 


GOOD $22,000 AT $3.30 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

Strong wind-up for ‘Show Boat’ 
at Nixon last week gave Ziegfeld 
operetta neat $22,000, all right con- 
sidering $3.30 top and also fact that 
it was piece's third visit here. Weak 
opening presaged unprofitable re- 
turn, but went into high gear mid- 
week, winding up with S. R. O. 
Sat. mat saw more standees than 
| Nixon has had in years. 

Tryout of Guild's ‘Biography,’ un- 
der subscription auspices, current 
at Nixon, with Irish Players next 
week, 

George Sharp Players at Pitt last 
week picked up = slightly with 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 








Merry-Round 
Folds on Chi's 
Political Chill 


Chicago, Dee. 5. 

Five shows scrammed and three 
came in. Total of five scrammees 
is obtained by dignifying the Billy 
Bryant showboat as a legitimate at- 
traction. ‘Springtime for Henry’ 
under independent auspices’ re- 
opened the Blackstone and has the 
benefit of the loop’s moral support. 


Erlanger will be wrapped _ in 
silence until Dec. 26 when ‘Good 
Earth’ is slated. Harris to get 


George Wintz road production of 
‘Left Bank’ opening Dec. 18. 
Estimates For Last Week 

‘Merry Go Round,’ Adelphi (D- 
1,100; $2) (2nd, final week). Couldn't 
make the grade, City hall dislike 
chilled house enthusiasm and little 
effort to push political sockerino. 
Between $3,000-$4,000. House dark. 

‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (O-2.000; 
$1.65) (2nd, final week). Might have 
squeezed another week or two but 
closed tour as scheduled, Profitable 
Chicago fortnight got Cleveland- 
produced production out of hock. 
Reported $9,000 with big capacity 
and economical scale the right com- 
bination. House dark. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (11th, final week). Last week 
spurt may have held gross to $16,- 


000. Was near $29,000 first few 
weeks and profitable throughout. 
Mentioned to return in June for 
World’s Fair. House now has Ed 
Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ which 
opened yesterday (Sunday). 

‘Springtime For Henry, Black- 


stone (F-1,200; $2.20). Came in Fri- 
day (2) under new managerial team 
of Guy Hardy-James Sheehan- 
Cyrus Wilder who leased house 
from Tracy Drake. 3enn Levy 
farce liked and economical to oper- 
ate with four person cast, Henry 
Hull, Gavin Muir, Edith Atwater, 
Aleta Freel. Got class opening, one 
of few of season. Blackstone has 
fine carriage trade historically and 
new managers are well-connected 
locally. Gavin Muir understood to 
have piece of show presented by 
George Kondolf. 








Current Road Shows 





Stands Week Dec. 5 

‘THE LAUGH PARADE,’ Grand 
Opera House, Chicago. 

‘ANOTHER LAUGUAGE,’ Clin- 
ton, Ia., Dee. 5; Davenport, Ia., Dec. 
6; Peoria, Ill.,. Dec. 7; Burlington, 
Ia., Dec. 8; Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 9; 
Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 10. 

‘THE QUEEN'S HUSBAND,’ 
Opera House, Vancouver, B. C. 


‘RED PLANET,’ Shubert, New 
Haven. 

‘LUCRECE,’ Cass, Detroit. 
‘FACE THE MUSIC,’ Shubert, 


Boston. 





‘BIOGRAPHY,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. ! 
‘RHAPSODY IN BLACK,’ Allen- | 








|; town, Pa., Dec. 5; Reading, Pa., 
| Dec. 6; Williamsport, Pa., Dec. 7; 
| Se ranton, Pa., Dec. 8; Wilkes Barre, 
Pa., Dec. 9; Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. | 
10. | 

‘SHUFFLE ALONG,’ Canton, | 
Providence, Dec. 5, 6 and 7; Court! 
Square, Springfield, Mass., Dec. 8, | 


9 and 10 
‘OF THEE I SING,’ American, St 
Louis, Mo. 


‘ABBEY PLAYERS,’ National, | 
Washington. 

SIR HARRY LAUDER, Los An- |: 
geles, Calif. | 
‘BROADWAY RHAPSODY,’ 





OR Pe Ee Re” 
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Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 7; Evansville, 
Ind., 8, 9 and 10. 
‘VANITIES,’ Apollo. Chicago. 
‘CAT AND THE FIDDLE,’ Hanna, 
Cleveland. 
‘SHOW 
cinnati. 
WALTER HAMPDEN, ‘Cyrano de | 
Bergerac,’ Colonial, Boston. } 
‘GREEN PASTURES,’ Broad | 
Street, Newark, N. J. 
‘THE LEFT BANK,’ Boulevard, | 
Jackson Heights, L. I. 
‘THERE'S ALWAYS JULIET,’ 


BOAT,’ Shubert, Cin- 


toyal Alexandria, Toronto. 

‘MAEDCHEN IN UNIFORM’ | t 
(picture), Majestic, Boston, Mass: ! 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

‘MOURNING BECOMES ELEC- 
TRA,’ Scranton, Dee 5: Wilkes- 
Barre, Dec. 6: Allentown, Dee. 7 
Easton, Dec, 8; Reading, Dee a 
| Wilmington, Dec. 10. 

‘THE PLAY’'S THE THING’ (Guy | 
Bates Post), Harrisburg, Dec. 5; 
Altoona, Dec. 6: Wheeling, W. Va., | 
| Dec. 7; Huntington, Dec. &; Louis- 
ville, Ky., Dec. 9 and 10. 

‘PARDON MY ENGLISH,’ Gar- 
rick, Philadelphia. 


‘HONEY MOON,’ Broadstreet 
Philadelphia. 
‘GOOD WOMAN, POOR THING, 


| 
' 
| 
Hollis, Boston. j 


See 2 


6 
we 
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Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 

-Navy crowd Friday 
Saturday proved a godsend to 
legit business last week. 
cream was taken by ‘Pardon 
My English,’ the new Aarons & 
Freedley musical comedy, which 
beat its originally-scheduled open- 
ing date here in order to catch the 
football influx. Something better 
than $12,000 was reported for the 
Friday night, Saturday matinee and 
evening performances. 

If the show had been in better 
shape, the word-of-mouth gained 
|} by these crowds would have made 
this show a cinch for as long as it 
wanted to stay. ‘Pardon My Eng- 
lish’ wasn't in the best of shape, 
and both reviews and lobby gossip 
reflected that fact. Despite this 
there is a substantial advance in its 
rumor that the show wiil stay three 
weeks instead of the fortnight first 
planned, 


Down at the Chestnut, ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ had virtual capacity 
through its second and last week, 
The Philadelphia Forum has the 
house Monday and Tuesday, which 
decreased the gross intakes, but the 
Guild comedy must have hit $20,000, 
House now has ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form’ (film) for three weeks and a 
filler between the two subscription 
seasons of the American Theatre 
Society. 

The other two shows in town, 
‘Left Bank’ at the Broad, and 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ at the Forrest, 
were brutal in attendance until the 
football enthusiasts began to pour 
into town Friday. Week-end busi- 
ness helped a lot, but failed to give 
either attraction anything to boast 
about, 


This week's only opening is 
‘Honeymoon,’ comedy try-out with 
Katherine Alexander, at the Broad 
for two weeks. With ‘Pardon My 
English,’ a probably profitable ten- 
ant at the Garrick for two or three 
weeks and the Broad underlining 
the Irish Players, return, Philly’s 
two independent houses managed 
by Samuel Nirdlinger appear to be 
better situated than the U.B.O. thee 
atres, which have only one pre-holi- 
day booking, a return engagement 
of ‘Face the Music,’ which comes to 
the Forrest next Monday for a sine 
gle week, 

On Christmas afternoon, Nirdline- 
ger’s own show, ‘A Good Woman— 
Poor Thing,’ opens at the Garrick 
and in the evening, the Forrest gets 
the long-waited ‘Green Pastures’ 
and the Chestnut gets ‘There's Ale 
ways Juliet,’ initial atiraction of 
the American Theatre Society's sece- 
ond season. 

The Broad is also due for a show, 
as yet unannounced during the hol- 
iday period, and the Shubert now 


and 
Philly s 





definitely set to be relighted will 
probably have a booking for the 
first of the year. 
Estimates of Last Week 
‘The Left Bank’ (Broad, 2nd 


week)—Friday and Saturday helped 
and that was a good thing. Even 
then not much over $5,500. ‘Honey- 
moon’ this week, 

‘Pardon My English’ (Garrick)~— 
Opened Friday night. Terrific biz 
in first three performances at $12,- 
000, and despite difference of opin- 
ion should be a strong money- 
maker in stay here. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ (Forrest, one 
week only—A weak sister, this re- 
peat engagement, except for foote 
ball influx. $12,000, maybe. House 
dark this week with ‘Face the 
Music’ next Monday. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ (Chestnut, 
2nd week)e-Capacity ruled. Must 
have hit $20,000 and could have 
stayed twice as long. House has 








film (‘Maedchen in Uniform’) for 
three weeks. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Rose Hobart, Charlotte Walker, 
‘Girls in Uniform.’ 

Eduardo Ciannelli, Thurston Hal), 
Alan Marchall, Edgar Stehli, Bram 
Nossen, Geo. Tawde, Edw. Broad- 
ley, Frank Conlan, Alice Reinhart, 
Arthur Bowyer, ‘Last Judgment’ 
(complete cast). 

Alexander Clark, ‘Blography.’ 
Louis Sorin, Marion Warren-Man- 








levy, Hens Hanson, Calvin Thomas, 
Emily Lowry Nevile Westman, 
Paul Stanton, Edw. Colebrook, Wale 
r Roach, Charlotte Andrews, Van- 
da Norin. ‘Anybody’s Game.’ 
Raymond Walburn, Jean Adair, 
Arthur Mack, Warren Asche, Fran- 
ces McHugh, Charles Barton, Guy 
D'Ennery, Sagnell Rae, Beatrice 
Maude, Chas. Powers, ‘The Show 


Off.’ complete cast. 

Hugh O'Connell, Romberg-Care 
penter-Caesar musical. 

Margaret Linden, Miriam Bat- 


Burke, Thos. Hamilton, 
Robertson, ‘Saint Wench.’ 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Charles Washburn, p.a. ‘Good Wo- 
man, Poor Thing’ (Sam Nirdlinger), 


tista, John 


J. Franci 
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Music’ at $11,100, Violets,” $12,800, 
London Musicals Show a Profit: 
Pre-Xmas Dip On; Talk All B.0. Cut 








London, Nov. 25. 

Legitimate business in the West 
End is fair, with the usual pre- 
Christmas slump already in evi- 
dence. A move is on foot for the 
reduction of prices, in tne hope of 
improving conditions. 

The basis of the idea is to set a 
definite price of 10 shillings and 
sixpence ($1.75) for all legit busi- 
ness and not more than 12 shillings 
and sixpence ($2.10) for musical at- 
tractions. It is understood a num- 
ber of the managers are agreeable 
to such a proposal, provided it is 
uniform throughout the West End, 
but a few are holding out on the 
ground such a scale would not per- 
mit of profit. 

Estimated Receipts 
(Pound figured at $3.20) 

Adelphi—‘Words and Music,’ has 
been doing $13,500 weekly, but now 
dropped to $11,100, leaving a profit 
of $3,850 per week vith which to 
pay back the $65,000 production 
cost. The moment they ceased to 
do capacity, rumors were abroad 
about the show having flopped. 
There are always such rumors 
about a Cochran show, though no- 
body seems to be able to tell why. 

Aldwych — ‘Fifty-Fifty,’ someone 
connected with the management 
claims $4,500, but the figure is prob- 
ably nearer $3,800, showing a 
slight profit, but not as big as sev- 
eral of the previous series of Ald- 
wych successes. 
Apollo.—‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
opened slowly, but gradually build- 
ing, now playing to around $5,100, 
with $3,500 overhead. 
Cambridge—Sacha Guitry’s sea- 
gon of repertoire. Although doing 
around $5,100, which is profitable, 
has proved disappointing, being be- 
low grosses of French star’s usual 
visits here, which seldom fell below 
$6,400. Reason attributed to ab- 
sence of Yvonne Printemps, his for- 
mer leading lady. ‘Chauve-Souris,' 
presented by Cochran, due at house 
for Christmas attraction and fig- 
, ured for six weeks. 

Coliseum — ‘Casanova,’ opened 
poorly, then spurted and has since 
had several fluctuations; at present 
doing around $10,900, which shows 
small profit. Sir Oswald Stoll con- 
fident show will run till Spring. 

Comedy—‘Miracle at Verdun,’ de- 
spite excellent notices, fuiled to at- 
tract, barely touching $1,600, which 
is loss, even with small overhead. 
‘Ballyhoo,’ new Lionel Barton revue, 
replacing shortly. 

Drury Lane—‘Wild Violets,’ re- 
ports afloat of salary cuttings, no- 
tices up, etc. While show not do- 
ing business anticipated, grossing 
around $12,800, with overhead $11,- 
200, not including production cost, 
estimated around $48,000. 

Duchess—‘Children in Uniform,’ 
from German ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ 
about $1,900, which shows slight 
profit. 

Duke of York’s — ‘Tonight or 
Never’ failed to get over; in second 
week grossed $1,900 and folds to- 
morrow (26). 

Garrick—‘While Parents Sleep,’ 
transferred from Royalty. Manage- 
ment claim, despite long run, still 
earning profit; grossing around §$2,- 
550, and Leon Lion looking for still 
another house to transfer, as new 
production scheduled for Garrick. 

Gaiety—‘Potash and Perlmutter,’ 
revival has no chance, and will fold 
quickly. Sponsored by Jack Waller 
and Edward Laurillard, former ad- 
vises closing immediately, with lat- 
ter suggesting lingering awhile. 

Globe—‘For Services Rendered,’ 
grossing $4,200, mostly on ground 
floor, with no library deal. Maurice 
Browne satisfied, even holding up 
new production by A. A. Milne. 

Haymarket—‘Once a Husband,’ 
never got going, closing Dec. 3, fol- 
lowed by Prinsep & Laurillard pro- 

duction ‘Business with America,’ 
Continental comedy marking Madge 
Titheradge’s return to London 
stage. 

Hippodrome—‘Merry Widow,’ re- 
vival, lingering, now under $3,200, 
which is loss, may hold out until 
Christmas pantomime with possi- 
bility British Lion film production 
‘Where Is This Lady?’ going in for 
few weeks. : 

His Majesty’s—‘The Dubarry,’ has 
had several slump periods and 
some good breaks, at present op- 
erated by subsidiary of Associated 
Theatre Properties with Stanley 
Scott still retaining slight interest; 
doing under $10,000 with manage- 
ment expecting run to continue till 
end of February. 

Phoenix—‘Never Come Back,’ new 
Ionsdale show definitely disap- 
pointing with biggest percentage of 
receipts in orchestra. Sir Alfred 
Butt made shrewd deal with librar- 
ies, leavies them holding the bag. 

Doing $5,750, which is profitable, 
but not likely to enjoy extended run. 

Piayhouse — ‘Firebird’ dropped 


, 
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Michio Ito and Wife 


Sue for Auto Injuries 
Los Angeles, Dec, 5. 
Aftermath of a Santa Monica 
auto smash is a suit filed in su- 
perior court by Hazel and Michio 
Ito against Maurice and Ruth C. 
Hershfield for a total of $76,000. 
Mrs, Ito, who was also the Japanese 
dancer’s partner, was injured so se- 
verely, according to the complaint, 
that she will never be able to dance 
again. 
Ito claims to have a contract for 
30 performances in Japan this fall 
under the direction of Tsukamoto, 
Tokio impresario, and claims he 
will lose $20,000 because of the in- 
ability of his wife to appear. Re- 
mainder of the sum sought is dam- 
ages for broken bones. Accident 
happened when the _ 15-year-old 
daughter of the Hershfields was 
driving. 


PARIS CASINO REVUE 
PLENTY NUDE, CLICKS 


Paris, Dec. 5. 


New Casino de Paris show 
opened big and looks like a real hit. 
Plenty of nudity, sufficient tempo 
and pleasant prduction combine to 
make the show a click in all de- 
partments. 

It’s especially pleasing because 
the current Folies Bergere show is 
way off. 








Mme. Katicza Dies 
Brussels, Nov. 26. 

Mme. Katicza, ballet mistress of 
the Scala theatre, Antwerp, died 
suddenly, Nov. 24 aged 47. Mme. 
Katicza made her debut in the bal- 
let of the Theatre Royal Francais 
from where she went to the Hippo- 
drome as ballet mistress, later suc- 
ceeding Sonia Korty at the Opera 
Royal Flamand, combining her 
duties there with those at the Scala, 
to which she devoted herself exclu- 
sively since the commencement of 
last season. 

The Scala has struck a bad streak 
lately, as it was only last month 
that its director, M. E. Kindermans, 
died. 


Break for Press Agent 


The Hague, Nov. 26. 

Jubilee of Fie Carelsen, Dutch 
actress in Ignaz Roincke’s ‘Mata 
Hari.’ Gala event finished up with 
@ supper party, and the actress’ 
landlord stated that she lives in 
house the spy, Mata Hari, occupied 
during the war at The Hague. 

As it now has historic value on 
that account, it has been placed on 
Dutch list of official monuments, so 
is kept in present state. 





considerably, but still in money at 
$5,000, closing Dec. 3. 

Shaftesbury—‘Orders Are Orders’ 
got very good press reviews, but 
never clicked,.to surprise of many, 
as it is on par with series of house 
policy, which were profitable for 
several seasons. Fact show opened 
during heat wave may account for 
never having caught on. Now under 
$3,200, which still slight profit. Man- 
agement has new play ready for 
early next year. 

Saville—‘Tell Her the Truth,’ one 
of season’s big successes, now down 
to around $5,150, which still profit- 
able. A successor is being pre- 
pared. Some predict attraction will 
pick up around Christmas. 

Strand—‘Night of the Garter,’ old 
American ‘Getting Gertie’s Garter,’ 
slightly off, but still in money at 
$4,500. Libraries have renewed 
their deal. 

Savoy—Gilbert and Sullivan re- 
vivals, doing splendidly at around 
$7,700, which is best house has en- 
joved in long time. Overhead not 
big and profit around $2,500. No 
library deal, but the ticket specs 
selling about 40% of takings. 

W yndhams—‘Service,’ another big 
hit for authoress of ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus,’ topping all straight shows in 
West End, with extra matinee in- 
stalled, doing $6,400, which easily 
$2,000 profit. 

Whitehall—‘Road House,’ Walter 
Hackett’s latest, yielding fair profit 
regularly at around $3,850 and li- 
braries have renewed for four 
weeks more. 





Ask Pension for Aged 
‘Bernhardt’ of Mexico 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

A life pension for Virginia Fabre- 
gas, Mexico’s ‘Sarah Bernhardt,’ is 
asked in a petition leading govern- 
ment officials, authors, Composers, 
actors, etc., have presented to Pro- 
visional President Gen. Abelardo L 
Rodriguez. 

Petitioners assert that as Senora 
Fabregas has done so much for the 
Mexican theatre the nation should 
relieve her from financial worries 
for the rest of her days. 

A prominent local legit house is 
named for her. Last year, she 
played in four Spanish talkers made 
in Hollywood by Metro. 


LANGUAGE IN 
LONDON CLICK 


London, Dec. 5. 


Gilbert Miller presented ‘Another 

Language’ as the opening attraction 
of the reconstructed Lyric theatre 
and seems to have a hit on his 
hands. American play was rewrit- 
ten with the scene transplanted to 
London and the opening nighters 
thought it was just the thing. Her- 
bert Marshall and Edna Best are 
the leads. 
‘School for Husbands’ at the 
Court theatre is a comedy by Fred- 
erick Jackson. It is intensely 
amusing and cleverly written. For- 
tunately it is given the benefit of 
some splendid acting, also, to clinch 
its sale possibilities. 








Toronto Theatre Mob Vetoes Mayor's 
Frost to Von Luckner; War's Over 
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Harte’s ‘Poker Flats’ 
Is Opera in Budapest 


Prague, Nov. 21. 


The new opera, ‘The People of 
Poker Flat,’ in five acts, based on 
the book by Bret Harte, music com- 
posed by the Czech composer, Jar- 
omir Weinberger of ‘Dudelsack of 
Strachonice’ fame, saw its premiere 
in the Czech national theatre of 
Brno (Bruenn), Moravia. Critical 
opinion finds that Weinberger has 
been quite successful in portraying 
the typical American atmosphere of 
his subject, although his music is 
not real Czech, but, rather, Ameri- 
can. 

Milos Kares, who furnished the 
Czech text on which Weinberger's 


opera is based, made use of the 
leading incident in Bret Harte’s 
story. Kares tells of the wild life 


of the goldseekers of Poker Flat, 
their life of gambling, gold and 
rugged love. 

Hamlin, the hero of the camp and 
of Weinberg’s opera, is a profes- 
sional gambler and gentleman; once 
a musician who has given up every- 
thing to be a better card-player, 
and finally when he loses and fate 
has turned against him, after suf- 
fering from hunger and cold, shoots 
himself. 

The Brno performance was en- 
thusiastically received by the large 
audience present, owing to the ex- 
cellent orchestra and choruses di- 





rected by Zd. Chalbala and effective 
and picturesque stage scenes. 





Plays Abroad 





FOLIES BERGERE 


(LA REVUE D’AMOUR’) 
(‘The Love Revue’) 


Paris, Nov. 26. 

A revue in two acts, including 50 tab- 
leaux and 6 sketches. Produced by Paul 
Derval at the Folies Bergere, Paris. Copy- 
righted by Paul Derval. Authored by 
Maurice Hermite and Jean le Seyeux. 
Music by Maurice Hermite and Pierre Lar- 
rieu. Staged by Pierre Frejol. Costumes 
and curtains by Max Weldy. Starring 
Florelle and Drean. Featuring Georgia 
Graves; also Tillio, with Helen Troutows<a 
and Irene Strozzi, the Ratoucheft Midgets, 
the Blue Bell's Girls, the Spark Ballet, the 
Pallos Ladies, the Portorjinsky Ukranien 
Septour and many others, besides ehow 
girls. With endless credits for props; also 
endless mentions, Paris, Nov. 21. 





The worst show produced at the 
Folies Bergere in a long while. Of 
strictly local appeal, except for 
Georgia Graves’ dances. It shows 
economy in production, and is tire- 
some to watch. Show is given asa 
Paul Derval production, whereas in 
former years Louis Lemarchand, 
who has now left the Folies Bergere, 
was the production head of the con- 
cern. Maurice Hermite, musician, 
and Jean le Seyeux, local producer, 
are credited with authoring, but, to- 
gether with Derval, were unable to 
put together a show that was 
worthy of the house. None of it is 
worth exporting. Lighting is ter- 
rible. Forelle, stage and _ screen 
star, has been very poorly used. 
All sketches, with one exception, are 
either old lifts or inane. The only 
real good set is that showing the 
sinking of a big liner, which is out 
of place. 

Musically there is not one tune 
that can be remembered on leaving 
the theatre. Technically, most of 
the show takes place in ‘one’ in front 
of tawdry drops fit for a tank town 
troup. Whenever a big set is in- 
troduced it is immediately struck, 
and much time is wasted by long 
blackouts for change of scenery, 
with stage hands very apparent. 

Costumes are cheap, and silk in 
tights the exception. Altogether, 
show evidences pinching in every 
respect, and in putting together the 
revue shows lack of imagination and 
technical understanding of revue 
requirements. Florelle is sacrificed, 
and the only worth while numbers 
are the dances, either by Georgia 
Graves—who is not even used in 
the second act—or by Tillio and his 
two femme supports, 

After a short musical overture, 
show opens on a plug for Gaumont 
newsreel, by showing on the scrim 
sub-titles in French and English— 
latter mis-spelled—and then having 
line of actors doing the newreel 
stunt. Real show begins with a 
metal parade, by the Spark Ballet. 
the Blue Bell’s girls and show girls, 
coming in for an ensemble built 
around Helen Troutowska and end- 
ing by a machine like dance in ‘one’ 
by the Blue Bell's girls. Then from 
a stage box come a couple arguing 
that they want to act as if going to 
a picture theatre. 

Next comes a sequence titled 
‘Spring,’ the only one where by use 


shows extends from ‘one’ to ‘full.’ 
Georgia Graves gives a very suc- 
cessful first dance, supported by the 
Spark Ballet, after the Five Pallos 
ladies (German) have yodled. 

Then comes a sketch with Drean— 
not so delicate, but still failing to 
draw. He is supposed to be an 
overnight guest in a friend’s house, 
and having been put up in the nurs- 
ery. After this, the Ratoucheff Mid- 
get troup is introduced. 

A house with one side off so as to 
show all the rooms inside fills the 
stage, showing all the inmates, who 
are the midgets. Men are seen mak- 
ing love to women, a burglar break- 
ing open a safe and shooting a po- 
liceman, etc. Idea of the set is lifted 
from the modern legit ideas, but 
action is rather slow. This is the 
first time the troupe appears, and 
after that they are used in and out 
of season. The Blue Bell's girls do 
a dance in ‘one.’ These girls are 
easily recognizable for a Jackson 
troupe that has branched out on its 
own. Like the Spark Ballet, they 
are satisfactory for looks, and work 
hard, even if not shining for pre- 
cision, which the Paramount theatre 
has made even natives appreciate. 

Next sequence brings back Napo- 
leon III, opening with the Pallos 
ladies in Victorian crinolines war- 
bling the ‘Blue Danube’—very much 
overdone in Paris lately. Then the 
late Empress Eugenie, wife of the 
Emperor, is shown in ‘one’ remem- 
bering the old French imperial court, 
which is an easy way of introduc- 
ing it in ‘full’—first a drawing room, 
and then with the Imperial family 
watching a military parade from 
the balcony. Though the show is 
usually dragging, big sets are struck 
before what might be expected to 
happen takes place. 

Another sketch with Drean, ‘I 
should like to have children,’ brings 
back the midgets as his family, after 
which—still in ‘one’ the Blue Bell's 
girls do a step disguised as frogs 
in front of a dowdy drop. 

Then comes another important 
sequence with Florelle. It first 
shows in ‘full’ at night a God-for- 
saken street in the poorest part of 
the city. Florelle, a poor flower 
vendor, dreams of becoming a pic- 
ture star, and a white slave traffick- 
er is about to ship her to Buenos 
Aires under pretence of sending 
her to Hollywood. However, this 
is defeated, and Florelle dreams of 
magnificent picture sets in action. 
Scene switches to the Austrian 
Court, with a big scene intended to 
remind one of ‘Love Parade,’ which 
permits Georgia Graves—this time 
in a black velvet dress—to do a 
second and equally effective dance. 

After this, set returns to the 
street, and scarcely gives time to 
Florelie to regret her vanished 
dream, when it is struck. Changes 
from street to court and vice versa, 
are very long and awkward. A 
sketch in “one” by Drean, showing 
laughing gas unwittingly released 
by a child, causing merriment, de- 
spite bad news, in a police station. 
This is an old lift. Then comes the 
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Toronto, Dec. §, 
Although international repercus.« 
'sions followed the refusal of Mayor 
William Stewart to officially wel. 
come Count Felix von Luckner be. 
cause ‘there are many people in 
Toronto who still have cause to 
well remember the war,’ the Ger- 
man sea-dog had a three-quarters’ 
full house at Massey Hall when an, 
at times, hysterically enthusiastic 
audience, at $1.50 top, indicated by 
their applause that the war was 
‘officially over.’ 


A swaggering master of pantoe- 
mine, this naval hero revealed him- 
self as one of the most engaging 
and personabie comedians to emerge 
from the great conflict. A born 
showman, the Count had the audi- 
ence with him from the start and 
got a greater ovation than this 
staid ard hign-brew concert hall 
has heard in many moons. It’s a 
house that seats 3,000. 

They clapped and laughed when 
the Count told in slee how he had 
outwitted and tricked the British 
navy. Up in the balcony, they ap- 
plauded repeatedly and figured they 
had picked the best show in town, 
When the Count looked at his watch 
after a two-hour spiel and asked 
if they’d like to hear some more, it 
brought down the house. He left 
nothing to the imagination. When 
he opened a mythical bottle of 100- 
year-old Napoleon brandy, he got a 
half-nelson on the imaginary bottle 
between his knees, finally popped 
the cork and poured with the ac- 
companying gurgle. 

Knows Adtor Tricks 


Any floweriness of language was 
offset by the boyish spontaneity of 
the speaker. When the tragic note 
crept in, the Count knew all the 
gestures from clenched fists raised 
to heaven to low-toned tributes to 
his mother. And what a curtain 
line; ‘This time I raid your hearts 
on behalf of my country,’ saying 
which, the Count steps back to a 
table, picks up a telephone directory 
and tears it into quarters starting a 
rush of souvenir hunters to the 
stage for pieces to be autographed. 

The Count had made a colossal 
hoax out of war and shown it to be 
comic opera on the high seas. Pro- 
testations regarding the mayor’s act 
of refusal to welcome the Count 
came from Berlin and United States 
papers. Toronto press was half- 
and-half in the controversy but tha 
battle was the answer to a press 
agent’s prayer. 

Comedy continued the next morn- 
ing when the Count was leaving for 
New York. News-reel men had 
rushed to the scene but none of the 
local big-shots wished to incur 
political disfavor by questioning the 
visitor on his attitude regarding the 
mayor's action. Remained for the 
local ‘Variety’ correspondent to do 
the honors when cameramen shoved 
the mugg before the mike. Both are 
maybe hoping the clip went into the 
ash-can. 


HUBER SNUBS STAGE 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Harold Huber, in Warners ‘Blué 
Moon Murder Case,’ received an 
offer from Sam Harris to play in 
the London company of ‘Dinner At 
Hight.’ 

Actor turned it down, having & 
contract for further work at War 
ners. 





Kinderman’s Widow In Charge 
Brussels, Nov. 25. 
-Mme. Ernest Kindermans has 
succeeded her late husband in the 
direction of the Scala and Luna 
Theatres, Antwerp, and the Luna 
Theatre, Brussels. 
Operetta in Flemish is at present 
being played at all three houses, 





by an imitation of Nikita Daglieff. 
Theme of the sequence is doors, first 
showing a bedroom door with two 
lovers. Next comes an eastern set, 
with a backdrop where eastern 
houses are shown moving on the 
stage from left to right in a cone 
tinuous movement, first showing 
small houses, then bigger ones, and 
decreasing again. Against this 
background, and on the opposite 
direction, a parade of the Sultan's 
guards walking solo at a few feet 8 
interval is shown, beginning with 
midgets, with Sizes increasing to 
full men, and, thanks to props, td 











of scrims progressively lifted, the 


last sequence of the first act, M. C.’d 


" (Continued on pabe 53) 
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Denver Editors’ War 

Newspaper warfare in Denver is 
getting hot again as both parties to 
the libel suit of the Denver ‘Post’ 
publisher, F. G. Bonfils, against ‘The 
Rocky Mountain News’ and Louns- 
bury were ordered into court on 
contempt citations. F. G. Bonfils 
successfully asked that Charles E. 


Lounsbury, editor of the ‘News,’ 
and Attorney Phillip Vancise be 
cited for contempt of court. Argu- 


ments will be heard Dec. 16. Bonfils 
alleges they abused processes of 
court in taking deposition of him. 

Arguments will be heard Dec. 11 
as to whether Bonfils is in contempt 
of court due to his refusal to an- 
swer questions in last attempt to 
take his deposition. 

Bonfils charges deposition was 
not taken in good faith, and the 
only reason ‘News’ wanted to ques- 
tion him was to ask irrevelant 
questions so questions could be pub- 
lished in ‘The News.’ 

Bonfils attempted to have Roy W. 
Howard and Robert P. Scripps, 
Scripps-Howard executives, also 
cited, charging Howard and Shripps 
‘though not appearing in this action, 
are the real parties in interest; that 
they have advised, encouraged and 
directed the publication of article 
complained of in complaint as well 
as subsequent proceedings in mat- 
ter of taking plaintiff's (Bonfils’) 
deposition.’ Court refused to cite 
Howard and Scripps for contempt 
as being outside jurisdiction of the 
court., They have not been served 
with papers in suit. 

Bonfils is suing ‘News,’ Louns- 
bury, Howard and Scripps for. $200,- 
000 damages for alleged defamation 
of character because ‘News’ pub- 
lished speech of Walter Walker, 
Democratic state chairman, in 
which Walker used unpleasant 
terms in referring to Bonfils. 





Crossing Hemingway? 

Hollywood wise mob is laughing 
at the so-called deal Sidney Franklin 
made with Sam Goldwyn for the 
latter to produce a picture based on 
the life of the Brooklyn bull tosser, 
who was to play the lead. Seems 
the deal was just a conversation 
affair with Franklin now ready to 
leave for the east and Spain to re- 
sume bull tossing. Goldwyn liked 
the idea but so far has agreed only 
to consider it as such, with a pos- 
sibility that some day he may pro- 
duce it. 

In the mean time, it is under- 
stood that Ernest Hemingway has 
burned at Franklin, the author hav- 
ing planned to do a book based on 
the matador’s career. In his ‘Death 
in the Afternoon,’ Hemingway 
States that he did not wish to say 
too much about Franklin as it 
might detract from a future book 
he intended to do in collaboration 
with him. When Franklin proposed 
the picture idea to Goldwyn, Hem- 
ingway is supposed to have soured 
on the bull fighter, figuring the 
latter was throwing away a lot of 
gold for if the author’s story was 
published, Franklin would be worth 
a& great deal more to pictures. 





Scribes To Do ‘Page’ 

Toledo newspapermen will pre- 
sent Charles MacArthur’s and Ben 
Hecht’s ‘Front. Page’ sometime 
January. Dick Roberts of ‘The 
Blade’ and Jack O’Connell will be in 
charge, the former as general chair- 
man and the latter donating his 
services as director, 

The entire proceeds will be turned 
over to the newspapermen’s ‘Cold 
and Hungry Kids’ fund. It is prob- 
able that the RKO Palace will be 


the house in which the amateur 
version of the piece will be pre- 
sented. 


John McGowan of the ‘News Bee’ 
will play the role of Hildy Johnson 
while Earl Grebe of the ‘Blade’ will 
portray Walter Burns. Other im- 


portant parts will be handled by 
Don Pond, Lary Sisk, Roberts, Dick 
Birch, Louise 


Overmeyer, Betty 
Carr and Urban Murphy. 


The tables on the theatre man- 
agers will be turned with them sct- 
Two of them will 
act as critics on each of the three 
Incidentally they will pay 
for the privilege as there will be 


ing as critics, 
nights. 


no free list. 





Denver ‘Post’ Sued 


The Denver ‘Post’ has been sued 


fn federal court for $57,500 by Mrs. 
Elsie V. Coble of Wyoming for al- 
leged 
owned by her husband, 
John C. Coble, of whose estate she 
is administratrix. 

Suit claims that in 1903 Tom 
Horn, Wyoming pioneer, sold the 
story of his life to Coble, and that 
in 1904 Coble obtained a copyright 
to the work and later published it in 
book form, bearing the copyright 
notice. The suit charges that the 
Post ‘did print, reprint, copy and 
vend a substantial and component 


a | mes 
in | his 


part of the book in the Denver 
Post under the title ‘The Inside 
Story of the Life and Death of 
Tom Horn.’ Damages of $5,000 are 
asked for each article appearing on 
Sundays, and $2,500 for week day 
articles. The alleged infringements 
were in 1930, according to the pa- 
pers filed in the suit. 





Now Its Gor-Man 

David Gordon, Cleveland mag 
publisher, has combined forces with 
Irving S. Manheimer, of New York, 
transferring all his publishing prop- 
erties to Gotham for the purpose. 
The two have formed the Gor-Man 
Publications, throwing in the mags 
of both into one common organiza- 
tion. 
Gordon brought with him from 
Cleveland ‘Jest,’ ‘Hot Dog,’ ‘Secrets’ 
and some others, which now will be 
published out of the same office 
housing Manheimer’s radio mags. 
Under their association Gor and 
Man will further some new mag 


ideas, but keeping their nature 
under cover until ready to be 
sprung, 


Amalgamation of the two pub- 
lishers aimed principally at econ- 
omy, or reduction of that overhead. 





L. A. ‘Record’s’ Circulation 
Following a two day attack on 
William Randolph Hearst’s motion 


picture activities, in which the 
publisher's name was frequently 
linked with Marion Davies, the 


street saleS agreement between the 
‘Record’ and Hearst's ‘Herald-Ex- 
press,’ in force for five years, is off 
with the ‘Record’ now being han- 
dled for its own newsboys. Switch 
is reported to have resulted in a 
20% decrease of street sales by the 
‘Record.’ Story behind the ‘Record’s’ 
Hearst-Davies yarns is reported 
that the paper will soon be placed 
on the block and that the Scripps- 
Canfield (no connection with 
Scripps-Howard), owners of the 
paper, are out to build up a nui- 
sance value, 

‘Record’ was the paper which 
switched from the support of Wil- 
liam Gibbs McAdoo to Rev. Robert 
‘Bob’ Shuler (Prohi) the day before 
election, 





Select Mai! List 

A new ‘class’ magazine sent to 
readers without charge, the pub- 
lisher making his profit through the 
sale of advertising space, is ‘Metro- 
politan Mothers’ Guide.’ A monthly 
published by George J. Hecht, 
owner of ‘Parents’ Magazine,’ and 
edited by Mrs. Clara Savage Little- 
dale, who holds the same postion 
with ‘Parents’ Magazine,’ the 
‘Guide’ goes to 50,000 mothers of 
pupils in 200-odd private schools in 
the New York metropolitan area. 
Hecht obtained the school lists 
after long effort. He gave a writ- 
ten guarantee they would be used 
for no other purpose than circula- 
ting the magazine. The monthly is 
sent to the mother ‘by courtesy of’ 
her child’s school, 

First issue contained 34 pages, di- 
mensions of which approximate 
those of a theatre program. For 
class’ circulation Publisher 
Hecht asks advertisers $395 per 
page. 





Spanish Daily 
New York is shortly to get a new 
Spanish-language daily, the second 
to be published out of the metrop- 
olis, according to the plans being 
formed by a new group. Sheet will 


be called ‘La Informacion,’ and 
will begin publication late this 
month, 


Heading the publishing company 





infringement of a copyright 
the late 


which will get out ‘La Informacion’ 
is an attorney, Guerra Everett, with 
Spanish family connections. Everett 
now shopping for an editor and a 
staff of Spanish word-slingers. 

At present, ‘La Prensa’ is 
sole Spanish-language daily 
lished in New York. 


the 
pub- 





Jam On Titles 


Appellate Division affirmed an 
order of the Supreme Court re- 
straining Rapid Fire Publications, 
Inc., from making further use of 
the masthead ‘Rapid Fire Action 
Stories’ on one of its mags. Su- 
preme Court Justice McCook had 
ruled that the ‘Rapid Fire Action 
Stories’ version was an infringe- 
ment on the ‘Action Stories’ mag 
put out by Fiction House, Inc. No 
opinion came with the Appellate 
Division affirmation 

‘Action Stories’ was the second 
of the series published “by the 
Rapid Fire group, making its debut 
on the stands with the November 








issue, Same outfit is responsible 
for the ‘Rapid Fire Western 
Stories.’ 





‘Human Being’ ($2.50) 


‘Flying Carpet’ ($3.75) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending December 3, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
‘Flowering Wilderness’ ($2.50) ..cconcccsewee.- .By John Galsworthy 
ocvewebeves bY Rosamond Lehman 
50) 


‘Invitation to the Waltz’ ($2.00). 
‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses’ ($2. 
‘Narrow Corner’ ($2.50) ...cccceccasseeesBy W. Somerset Maugham 
been cdoddecdeodeeeeteoessour Cc. Dd. Morley 
‘Inheritance’ ($2.50) nat Uibiwedeneé $e CEReeeed ceosel Phyllis Bentley 
Non-Fiction 
‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75) ......By Hendrik Willon Van Loon 
‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) «seees. 
erece MTT TTT TTT th. 
‘Titans of Literature’ ($3.75) ...... 
‘Our Times’ Vol. 4 (1909-1914) ($3.75) ecccesse++- BY Mark Sullivan 
‘Can America Stay at Home’ ($3.00) ..........By Frank C. Simonds 


oa eh teed By Lileyd C. Douglas 


-eee-By Tames Truslow Adams 
‘ichard Halliburton 
coccocseceeccs bY Burton Rascoe 








Putnam Telling Things 

At a recent meeting of the writ- 
ers in the Columbia College Mo- 
tion Picture Course in New York, 
jeorge P. Putnam was the main 
speaker, if you except Robert Sher- 
wood. Putnam is the story editor 
of Paramount Pictures, 

Putnam spoke about pictures and 
the big need for stories at the pres- 
ent time, also that the big idea in 
picture stores just now seems to 
be along zoo and mystery lines. 
Everything Mr. Putnam said must 
have sounded most interesting to 
the amateur writers in front of him, 
according to the listeners. 


One of his statements was for the 
writers to send their scripts to 
Paramount and they might land a 
picture story, It's not the story it- 
self, said Putnam, but the idea. 
Anyone can have the idea, accord- 
ing to Putnam, and perhaps the 
picture people would like it. 


Of course the Hays office and the 
major picture companies send out 
word every now and then to ama- 
teur writers not to send in their 
scripts, that they will not be read, 
to void legal trouble in the future 
as a possibility. Mr. Putnam may 
not have heard of that yet. Neither 
animal picture nor mystery stories 
are novelties to the screen. 

When !: was time for Mr. Sher- 
wood to talk he didn’t try to re- 
write the picture business. Sher- 
wood grew a bit humorous and re- 
tired, leaving a much satisfied and 
unpuzzled audience. ‘ 





Tough in Tacoma 


Office employees of Tacoma’s 
largest paper received quite a 
shock with walking papers issued to 
12 at one shot. Printers have been 
asked to take another 10 per cent or 
else. Report here that big Seattle 
paper has put its advertising staff 
on commission and the reporters 
on space rates is not making the 
newspaper men here any happier. 
All local papers taking it on the 
chin on advertising. Tacoma 
‘Times,’ chain paper, loses Roxy ac- 
count, which is big, because of a 
short rated bill and ‘News Trib- 
une’ and ‘Ledger’ getting the ap- 
propriation from this house. 





More Beer Lit 


Still another new mag to serve 
the beer trade on the premise that 
that beverage will be restored. It’s 
the ‘Brewer's News,’ a weekly, sup- 
posed to make its initial appear- 
ance this week. 


Sponsoring the mag is C. H. Lip- 
sett, who has formed the Atlas 
Publishing Co. for the purpose. The 
‘Brewer's News’ wil be published 
out of New York, most of the other 
brewing mags emanating from the 
mid-West, 





Dry-Wet L.A. Tunes 


Decided variance is seen between 
the editorial policy of the Los An- 
geles ‘Times’ on prohibition and the 
evident lack of co-operation on the 
part of the business office in ac- 
cepting advertising for beer mugs, 
cocktail shakers, wine glasses 
and other drinking paraphernalia. 
‘Times,’ normally Republican, con- 
tinues to battle against repeal or 
modification, and dishes up prohibi- 
tion news with a decided dry lean- 
ing, but the business office is not 
so fussy. 





Burke Leaves Fawcett 


Marcella Burke, west coast rep- 
resentative for the Fawcett Publica- 
tions, tendered her resignation to 
take effect Jan. 1. Understood Faw- 
cett will discontinue its Hollywood 
office, maintaining only a represent- 
ative with a hat office, 


Miss Burke has been with Faw- 
cett for five years. She has made 
a new connection which won't be- 
come known until her resignation 
date, 











More Odd 


On the same page in the New 
York ‘Sunday American's’ (4) 
March of Events section, Will Rog- 
ers devoted his department to Odd 
McIntyre, whose own department 
was next to it. 

Bill gave Odd a pretty good no- 
tice, but it looked as though Bill 
was building up plenty of grief for 
the McIntyres. His story practi- 
cally invited every stranger in 
New York to go to the MclIntyres’ 
home and walk right in. The only 
thing Bill did in protection was to 
omit the address, 


These two columns usually run 
on the same page in the ‘Ameri- 
can’ and of course are very well 
read. But this circumstance though 
Was even odder than Odd. 





Minor Baseball 


Special arrangements made by L. 
H. Addington, director of publicity 
for the National Association of Pro- 
fessional Baseball Leagues (gov- 
erning body for the minors), to 
service writers attending the annual 
meeting of the minors at Columbus, 
O., Dec. 7-9, as well as_ sports 
editors who stick to the desk at 
home, are expected to give the con- 
fab the biggest publicity spread in 
history. Addington, appointed last 
winter to handle publicity from 
Auburn, N. Y., headquarters by 
the Committee of Five, in a move to 
resuscitate minor loop ball, has cir- 
cularized sports editors offering to 
send story-replies to queries about 
player deals which the scribes have 
been tipped may be made by local 
clubs. This new service is for stay- 
at-homes. Press associations, of 
course, will give member papers 
general news stories. 


Sports writers attending the con- 
vention are invited to use the As- 
sociation’s extensive player-files of 
minor league athletes for dope on 
new local additions. The Press Bu- 
reau will have an information desk 
in the lobby of the Deshler-Wallick 
Hotel, There is also to be a Press 
Room, where all player deals will 
be promptly bulilletined. This will 
save the scribes much dashing 
about. 


Addington, formerly on the staff 
of the ‘Sporting News,’ probably 
knows more about minor league 
managers and players than any 
writer in the game. 


Connie Tells How 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing is permitted. I try to find a 
quiet corner, but suppose I am dis- 
covered? Suppose some little girls 
want my autograph? I'm only too 
glad to give it to them, to be as 
gracious as Ican. After all, they’re 
the ones who've been kind to me; 
who've supported me. Not the 
critics, not the criticizers. 


‘Certainly I greet my friends at 
the theatre,’ Miss Bennett went on. 
‘I greet them—when the lights are 
up. I couldn’t recognize them if the 
lights weren’t up, and the lights are 
up only when the curtain’s down. 

‘My mother was with me at the 
‘Autumn Crocus’ opening. Unfor- 
tunately we happened to be seated 
amidst a group of people who grew 
hysterical at some of the evening’s 
mishaps. There was a man snoring 
right near-us, creating a frightful 
disturbance. We had to leave be- 
fore the play was over. We hap- 
pened to leave at the height of the 








audience’s unrest, that was all, 
When my mother read Skolsky’s 
comment, she was furious. She 


wanted to write him a letter. I 
begged her not to. Why dignify his 
attack by a reply’ 

Miss Bennett had only time 
enough left to say she thought the 
New York columnists brilliant as a 
whole, though sometimes mean, and 
then went the train out of the 
Station! 


D-D Sell Mags 
Deal supposed to have been cone 
cluded over the week-end by which 
Doubleday-Doran relinquished cone 


trol of its two mags, ‘Country Life 
and ‘The American Home,’ sending 
that publishing house out of the 
non-fiction mag field completely. 

Understood that the purchasers-of 
the two mags, who have taken both 
in a single deal, include a number 
of employees, among them Reginald 
T. Townsend, who has been editing 
both periodicals. 

Sale of the two mags leaves D-D 
with but a couple of pulps, ‘West’ 
and ‘Short Stories’ remaining of a 
once impressive string of publica- 
tions. Curtailment of its mag ace 
tivity has not extended to the D-D 
book publishing end, however. D-D 
still remains one of the largest book 
publishers in the industry. 





Chatter 


Davis Walsh, who resigned as 
sports editor of International News 
Service and took the same job on 
Macfadden’s New York ‘Evening 
Graphic,’ is back at his old post 
with I. N. S. Frank G. Menke, who 
succeeded him as s. e. of I. N. S., is 
now doing general assignments for 
Universal Service, also a Hearst 
enterprise. 

Simon & Schuster may 
Jimmy Walker memoirs 
Frank Scully. 

Nobel Prize has put John Gals- 
worthy’s ‘Flowering Wilderness’ at 
top of the best sellers. 

Martha Dickinson Bianchi’s book 
on her aunt, Emily Dickinson, out. 

John Carter to Georgia. 

Heywood Broun can take the 
Christopher Morley whimsies with- 
out shedding a tear. 

V. F. Calverton lecturing until 
the ‘Modern Quarterly,’ which he 
edits, becomes the ‘Modern Monthly.’ 

Dean Van Clute has moved into 
his new place. 

Lion Feuchtwanger the current 
literary pash. 

Sales of Van Loon’s ‘Geography’ 
have reached the 100,000 mark-al- 
ready. 

Gustav Eckstein back from Spain. 

Gail Harworth in Texas for dope 
for a new biog. 

Joseph Hergesheimer has deliv- 
ered a new book to Knopf. 

Sinclair Lewis’ ‘Ann Vickers’ will 
be published simultaneously in 16 
countries. 

Langhorne Gibson will stay 
New York over the winter. 

Next big gathering of scribblers 
will be the P.E.N. dinner at the 
Breevort tomorrow (Wed.). 

To be in the right mood, Stuart 
Palmer scribbles those murder mys- 
teries only at night. 

Mary Roberts Rinehart going on 
a long fishing trip. 

Dashiell Hammett here. 

John Reed Club observing the 12th 
anniversary of the death of the 
writer after whom it is named. 

Maude Hart Lovelace talking to 
the Women’s Press Club. 

Mrs. Belloc Lowndes coming over 
before Christmas. 

Donald Henderson being confused 
with Donald Henderson Clarke. 

Ellery Walter taking a peek at 
Czechoslovakia and the.surround- 
ing country before returing to Ber- 
lin. 

Alfred Noyes back to England. 

Quincy Howe furnishing the low- 
— on the German political situa- 
tion, 

Don Levine talking about his new 
book to all who will listen. 

Glenway Westcott will 
Paris permanently. 

Robert Raynolds has delived a 
new novel to Harper. 

John W. Flynn is interested in 
the civic affairs of his town—Bay- 
side. 

Charles Reed Jones is also p.a.ing. 

Jack Preston, whose first novel, 
‘Screen Star,’ was published by 
Doubleday-Doran, has a contract 
with the same publishers for a 
second, 

Mrs. Clara Welch, short story 
writer, and her husband, Charles 
C. Clark, a Denver attorney, were 
killed when their car was struck 
by an interurban car, in front of 


get the 
through 


in 


stay fn 


their home in Denver. She wrote 
under the pen name of Clark 
Welch. 

Jack Carberry, Denver ‘Rocky 


Mountain News’ reporter, has been 
made sports editor. He succeeds 
George Burns, who goes to the 
copy desk, 

Final count shows Walter Wal- 
ker, publisher of the Grand Junc- 
tion (Colo.) ‘Sentinal,’ was beaten 
by Karl Cc. Schuyler, for United 
States senator by 1,007. At first 
it was thought Waiker had won. 
This would have given the Demo- 
crats a majority of one in the sen- 
ate. Walker was also a former 
theatre owner, but sold a few years 





; ago to Publix. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


With Lucky Strike reported scrapping the ‘magic carpet’ idea it breaks 
up a sweet gag for MCA which got its end from several sources. 
Stein brothers’ band booking agency had a deal with Lord & Thomas | two days 
ad agency to supply them with any band desired. 





The 





MCA also had con- | 


Guinan goes to Chicago to 


FAIR-CAFE BOOKING 


Texas Guinan Into Chi Frolics for 
World’s Fair Period 








Closing in Montreal Jan. 2, Texas 
open 
later at Jake Adler's 


Frolics cafe. She’s taking a 35- 


tracts with these bands, and also with hotels, influencing the hotels to | people show along on a booking by 


book its bands, because Lucky Strike would pick them up ky remote 
control at one time or another, and thus give the hostelry a swell radio 


plug. 


The bands were also sold on the idea of playing these hotel or cafe 
spots at very modest salaries on the promise that their income would 
be augmented by being accorded a Lucky Strike booking every so often. 
MCA got its end from Lord & Thomas, the bands’ hotel bookings, and 





Jack Fine and Ez Keough. 

The Chi date is on percentage 
against a guarantee. Frolics’ inten- 
tion is to hold Tex into and through 
the World’s Fair. 





also an extra commish every time MCA booked the same bands for L. S. ROBBINS 1ST BIG MDS 





One of the major reasons that prompted the engagement of Walter 
Clark as head of the Warner Brothers’ publishing interests was the fact 
and Remick firms became allied with 


that the Harms, Witmark 
Music Dealers Service, 
Warner. 


passed on to Clark fo. approval. 


Clark’s contract with Warner Brothers stipulates a minimum of one 


year. 





Although Buddy Rogers and Clyde Lucas, whose band provides the 
the former film player’s current week at the United 
Artists theatre, Los Angeles, were classmates at the University of Kansas 
eight years ago, and apparently are the best of friends, close observers 
insist there is considerable jealousy between the two, especially on the 


background for 


part of Lucas. 


Latter, despite one of the features of Rogers’ stage work is a trombone 
solo, tried hard, it is reported, to use a similar solo during the act’s 
introductory, which consists of a selection by the band. 
finally prevailed upon Lucas to withdraw his demand. 


The publishers wanted to know 


deal, following ‘Variety's’ story last week, and sharply interrogated E. 
who stated that he ‘guarantees’ 
ewners will benefit to the extent of $2,000,000 from radio in 1933. 

The publishers are going around talking about it, with renewed optim- 


€. Mills thereon, 


ism, all over again. 





The Columbia ‘blue label’ disk, aside from its newness as a merchan- 
dising factor, is a longer-wearing record, capable of 500 performances. 
Previous average has been 75 times. 
a special division of records designed for that purpose, but in addition 
longer-wearing elements, 
signature on the name artists’ disks will also be ballyhooed. 


to the new dress and the 


without first getting 
Under the new exec setup affecting these three firms and the 
WB half interest in Famous Music Corp., all matters of policy are to be 


the 


the sanction of Harry 


| 


House execs 


what’s what on their radio-music 


that the copyright 


It’s not longer-playing, as there is 


the autographed 





EMBARGO ON ANYTHING 
BUT NATIVE IN BERLIN 


Berlin, Dee. 5. 

New 100% Germanic edict, ascrib- 
abletothe Hitler-Nazis’ influence, is 
the embargo on anything but native 
music for broadcasting and all other 
purposes. Marches and _ concert 
music of Teutonic flavor is recom- 
mended, and if it must be jazz, then 
German jazz is favored, on the air; 
no American jazz, 

The racial element’ figures also in 
Semitic band leaders being denied 
radio wires into the cafes or restau- 
rants where they may be employed. 

On the matter of German jazz, 
the large influx of Vienna and 
Budapest Jewish composers, be- 
cause of the Teutonic soundfilm 
production activity being centered 
around Berlin, has songwriters like 
Paul Abrahams, Oscar Strauss, Dr. 
Jungmann, Dr. Karper, Ralph Er- 
win, et al., writing the bulk of Ger- 
many’s contemporaneous lighter 
music, 





Morris, Marks, Foster 
Want Upping in Society 


Classification committee of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers meet to- 
morrow (6) for their quarterly re- 
rating pow-wow. 

Included in the publisher list 
down for promotion consideration 
are Joe Morris, E. B. Marks and the 
Foster Co. Morris has his demands 
in for upping from D to B, while 
Marks wants his rating nudged 
from C plus to A. 


+ N 
sr IN RHYTHM 
FU Rew E meee 
JOE FURS i ea 
1 His orch ne frst 
-_ amons greenwich 
who 2 of the, who nd 
favorites nemaker’ NBC = 
villas®  peara Village — 
curren tom ihe 
WOR | ture? we? 
hey fe# MORRO pov 
init eTIthe WANDERING 
owHEN TOMES HON Gon’ a 


as sid 
men? fey 

















“Strange Interlude” 
“Mardi Gras” 
“Listen to the German Band” 
“—-And So to Bed” 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


62 West 45th Street 
New York City 





Vanderbilt 3-3035 








| redecorating its grill for Leon 
| lasco’s 


No New Orleans Payoff, 
Ann Pennington Walks 


New Orleans, Dec. 5. 


Ann Pennington is sadder and 
wiser after playing Suburban Gar- 
dens here. Night club had agreed 
to pay Penny $850 weekly for a 
two weeks’ engagement with trans- 
portation from and back to New 
York for herself and maid. 

Dancer was said to have received 
but part of the first week’s salary 
and left in the middle of the sec- 
ond. 

The former management took 
charge of the Gardens this week 
and is playing Dorothy Dell on the 
floor. 








Eats Is Eats in Ia. 


Marshalltown, Ia., Dec. 5. 


Night clubs were handed a rap 
in passage by the city council of 
an airtight ordinance that clamps 
any possibilities in the nitery di- 
rection. Dine and dance is out. 

Ordinance contains’ provisions 
barring dine and dance halls and 
resorts akin to night clubs. It pro- 
vides specifically that eats is eats 
and dancing is just that, but that 
both can’t mix under the same 
roof. 

Hotels are excepted in the’ or- 
dinance. They have not been stiff 
competition to other amusement en- 
terprises. 





Kahn Cedes Band 


Roger Wolfe Kahn's orchestra, 
which Kahn couldn't spot, has been 
ceded by him to his personal friend, 
Alex Aarons of Aarons & Freedley, 
for the pit assignment in ‘Pardon 
My English,’ musical. 

Reporis of Kahn’s band opening 
at the Richelou club when that nite 
spot becomes an open door cabaret 
have been around. The reorganized 
Original Dixieland Jazz band has 
also been mentioned for the Riche- 
lou, but neither is set. 





Belasco at Ambassador 
hotel, New York, is 


Be- 


Ambassador 





orchestra, which opens | 


|; there Dec. 17. 
Belasco has been renewed on} 
Woodbury Soap for 52 weeks and 
| switches over to NBC Jan. 4 from 


j 
' 


| 


CBS, where now spotted. 

Vivian Janis, who made a Vita- 
phone short with Belasco last week, 
booked through Herman 3ernie, 
who manages the orchestra 
has been spotted into the Cocoanut 
Grove, Boston, for the winter. } 


also, 
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WITHDRAWEE; K-E NEXT 
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Robbins Music Corp. is withdraw- 
ing from the Music Dealers Ser- 
vice, Inc., and Keit-Engel is next 
to follow. 

Jack Robbins upon his return 
from abroad, decided that the MDS 
was cramping his business; that the 
economic saving on the shipping 
dept. was relatively negligible, and 
that he preferred doing business 


with the jobbers in the usual man- 
ner, as heretofore, rather than 
through the central shipping 


bureau, which is what the MDS was 
intended for. 

The 16c. price may benefit the 
Kresge stores but the public in the 
southwest, coast, northwest and 
elsewhere, isn’t averse to paying 30c. 
and 35c. as well as 25c., if it warts 
the product. badly enough, ji¢ ap- 
pears. The jobbers who have been 
servicing the industry for years 
can’t exist on the fixed 16c. whole: 
sale price, and Robbins is the first 
major withdrawee who has mani- 
fested a desire to play ball with 
these distributors rather than the 
MDS. There have been sundry 
other minor pubs who have simi- 
larly pulled away from the MDS. 

There are other rumblings of dis- 
content from the other major pub- 
lishers who have stationed repre- 
sentatives at the MDS to take care 
of them on printing, shipping, etc. 


Court Gives Robbins ‘Echo,’ 
But Early Trial for K-E 


Robbins Music Corp. can go ahead 
publishing Harry Woods’ song, 
‘Echo of the Valley,’ legally, under 
a decision by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Callahan, but the court also 
ordered that Keit-Engel be accorded 
an early trial of its claim against 
Robbins. 

Matter of publication rights to 
the song is the basis of the legal tiff. 
Campbell-Connelly, the English firm, 
owns the world’s rights and favors 
Robbins for U. S. and Canadian 
copyright control. Keit-Engel claim- 
ed that Woods, the author, placed 
the number with them. . 

Jimmy Campbell of C-C got in 
with Jack Robbins on the ‘Empress 
of Britain’ last week with a flock of 
C-C numbers composed by Woods 
himself and Reg Connelly, written 
abroad when C-C paid Woods’ ex- 
penses to England to turn out some 
24 numbers, 

It is claimed that ‘Echo’ is one of 
those from the English batch but 
Keith-Engel who published Woods’ 
big hit recently, ‘We Just Couldn’t 
Say Goodbye,’ argue contrariwise. 


Campbell’s Here With 
Disk Plugging Idea 


A music merchandizing idea 
which Jimmy Campbell, English 
publisher, fostered into the Marks 
& Spencer and Woolworth chain 
stores in England, will be plugged 
by him during his two-month 
American sojourn. Campbell got 
into New York last week. 

It’s the use of a specially made 
disk which demonstrates the 10 best 
sellers on a small counter, and elim- 
inates the cost of a girl demon- 
strator, space for the piano, and 
elaborate counters, ete. The cheap 
disk is the song demonstrator, me- 
chanically. 

Economic phase landed well with 
the English syndicate stores which 
never before handled music. The 
disk demonstration idea was in it- 
self a novelty which clicked with 
the public which usually congre- 
gates around a music counter. 














Barton at Tutwiler 
3irmingham, Dec. 5. 
Benny Barton has moved into the 
Tutwiler hotel, taking place of Bob 
Milam’s band. 
Milam is at Denver preparing to 
tour the west with a band for a 
tooth paste firm. 
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NOT PROS 


Local 802 Candidates ‘Not Profes- 
sional Job Seekers’ 





In connection with an election of 
officers for Musicians’ Local 802, 


New York, list of candidates are 
offered as ‘not professional job- 
seekers.’ Election will be held Dec. 
15. 


The ticket includes as nominees 
Albert Chiaffarelli, Frank Chiaf- 
farelli, Henry Cohen and Harry 
Kantor for the governing board; 
Frank Levinn, John Miralgia and 
Louis Weissman as delegates to the 
Central Trades Council; John Mir- 
algia and John Weissman, delegates 
to the A. F. of M. convention, and 
Harold R. Basch, Robert Berne, 
William Farbermann, Willis Fied- 
ler, Americo Gentile, Joseph Jordan, 
James Lent, George Levine and 
William Van Fechtman for the 
Trial Board. 


2 OF WK.’S BEST SELLERS 
NOT IN MDS RELEASES 


Two of the songs rated by jobbers 
in the east as among the four best 
sellers for the week ending Dec. 3 
come from publishing houses not re- 
releasing through the Music Deal- 
ers’ Service, Inc. Numbe.s are Joe 
Morris’ ‘Little Street Where Old 
Friends Meet’ and E. B. Marks’ 
‘Play, Fiddle, Play.’ 

Business generally in the pop 
publishing ranks took a sharp spurt 
last week, with several of the firms 
reporting that the turnover was the 








best experienced since early last 
spring. 
Week found ‘Please’ from _ the 


Paramount talker, ‘The Big Broad- 
east’ esconced in first place, with 
‘Little Street’ in the next niche and 
‘Play, Piddle, Play’ just behind the 
trey, ‘All American Girl.’ Neither 
‘Street’ nor ‘Fiddle’ has sold a single 
copy through the publishers’ dis- 
tributing combine with the royalty 
statement issued by Morris showing 
an aggregate sale to Dec. 1 of 61,000 
copies for the former number. Re- 
lease date on the ballad was Oct. 
6. Marks’ waltz, which came out 
the month before, has built up to 
sales total of slightly over 55,000 
copies. 

10 best seilers for the week, as re- 
ported by New York.jobbers, were: 

1. ‘Please’ (Famous). 

2. ‘Little Street’ (Morris). 

3. ‘All American Girl’ (Feist). 

4. ‘Play, Fiddle, Play’ (Marks). 

5. ‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ 
(Harms). 

6. ‘How Deep Is the Ocean’ (Ber- 
lin). 

7. ‘Fit as a Fiddle’ (Feist). 


8. ‘Sweethearts Forever’ (Wit- 
mark). 

9. ‘Just a Home for the Old Folks’ 
(Donaldson). 


10. ‘Rockabye Moon’ (Robbins). 








Blowing Club Owners Blew 
With Dancer’s Costumes 


Kansas City, Dee. 5. 


Avalon Supper club, which opened 
with a big ballyhoo Oct. 6, folded 
up this week without notifying a 
lot of employees and creditors. Ac- 
cording to complaints made by 
some of those who are trying to get 
their money, the place was opened 
and operated by Sam Goldberg and 
his wife, and Harry King. 

It is charged that the Goldbergs 
loaded all of the unmortgaged 
equipment of the place into a van 
and left for St. Louis. 

A charge cf grand larceny was 
filed against four persons connected 
with the club, by Fairy Cunning- 
ham, dancer, who charged that two 
dancing costumes belonging to her 
were taken from the place. Miss 
Cunningham named in her com- 
plaint Goldberg, Sophia Goldberg, 
Irvin Rothschild and Elsie Roths- 
child. 





Column as a Name 

New Orleans, Dee. 5, 
Orleans’ newest night club 
Spotlight,” named for the} 
Wasburn conducts in 


New 
is ‘Tl.e 
column Mel 
the ‘Tribune.’ 

Place is on the Rue Bourbon near 
the old Absinthe House. 


—— 
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Minne.’s Big Time Nite Club Try 
No Go, Biz Very Much on the Fritz 


Minneapolis, Dee. 5. 

Efforts to put Minneapolis on the 
with a 
big-time night-club floor show have 
proved unsuccessful. Flame Room 
of the Hotel Radisson, which tried 
the experiment, abandon its 
elaborate revue after it on 
the financial chin for six weeks, 


The. room is dispensing with its 
eight-girl line and principals en- 
tirely, but will continue, tempo- 
rarily at least, with a 12-piece dance 
orchestra, three floor acts and a 
master of ceremonies. Revues were 
staged by Andre Lasky with the 
14-piece Kay Green orchestra, line 
girls, principals and acts booked by 
the Bill Parent office in Chicago. 
Overhead ran around $1,200 a week. 

Cover charge has been 50c week 
nights and $1 Saturdays, with the 
room closed on Monday. Ed Slight 
of the United Orchestras’ office and 
Kay Green were floor show part- 
ners, taking all cover charge re- 
ceipts and 25% of the net dining 
room profit. The hotel took no 
chances. 

Helped by a homecoming football 
night which drew 1,500 people, the 
first week, comprising eight days, 
alone showed a profit, Green and 
Slight splitting $24 each for their 
share. Thereafter red was always 
in evidence and Green withdrew. 
The hotel management has been ad- 
vancing salaries and is said to be 
considerably on the cuff. New line- 
up will cut the nut to around $800, 

The single revue floor show in the 
Twin Cities now is in the midway 
district at the Boulevards of Paris, 
but the eight line girls, two mas- 
ters of ceremony and singer are lo- 
eally recruited. Randy Merriman 
and Charles Green, m. ec. here, also 
put on an act. Biz has been very 
much on the fritz, 


SEVERAL PUBS WANT A 
THIRD ‘RIGHTS’ BUREAU 


Several major publishers are pro- 
posing that some sort of bureau or 
agency be set up outside of both the 
M. P. P. A. and the electrics to take 
eare of disposal and collections on 
the’ picture performing rights. 
Opinion is that the present system 
of each company negotiating its 
own deals with the picture pro- 
ducers isn’t working out satisfac- 
torily, and that the publishers aren't 
getting anything near the rights 
money due them, 

With most of the picture outfits 
against dealing through ERPI, say 
these publishers, further use of that 
intermediary is entirely out of con- 
sideration. Picture companies, they 
declare, are complaining that the 
current mode of dickering for each 
piece of music they require has 
tended to ball up their production 
budgets. 

It is the publishers’ idea that 
members of the M. P. P. A. should 
get together and issue blanket li- 
censes to the picture company, with 
a trustee appointed by the music 
men for the purpose of looking after 
their interests in this performing 
rights angle. 


night life center 


will 
taking 











Union Rules Student 
Band Off Grid Games 


Toronto, Dee. 5. 


Student musicians making up the 
University of Toronto band will 
have to watch intercollegiate sports 
events from the stands, following 
the reputed threat of the Musicians’ 
Union that professional orchestras 
will be prohibited from playing at 
social functions at the _ varsity 
should the student band play in 
the arena. 

Collegians are willing and even 
anxious to play for the support of 
the team and did so throughout the 
football season. 

Fact remains that the band, which 
has faculty permission to play at 
will not take the field, fear 


games, 





of lack of hops this winter being 
the reason. 

Walter Powell has split away 
from the Benny Meroff band to form 
nis own combo for vaude; opens 
Dec. 7 for RKO at the Academy, 
New York. 
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East 


Rehearsals started at Radio City. 
Held in rooms which are ready, but 
will move to stage presently Actors 
from cellar to garret. 





Engles, German 
a picture contract. 


Wera actress, 


here for 


Tri-Ergon is suing various picture 
companies in different states as 


well as the major suit in Delaware. 
Case against Paramount being 
heard in Brooklyn Federal court. 


William Fox real plaintiff. 


Leon Leitrim dismissed in West 
Side court on a charge of larceny 
brought by Macklyn A. Raymond, 
for whom Leitrim cashed a check 
for £100. Court held evidence to 
be inconclusive. 


That Bordoni-Bogue explosion all 
over. 


Stir in the Supremee court Tues- 
day (29), when Justice McCook 
found Sam Kaplan and his two 
guards were armed with revolvers. 
They had permits, but that made no 
difference. Judge confiscated them 
and announced that hardware was 
disinctly out. Move to dismiss the 
case on the grounds Kaplan was no 
longer head was denied Wed. 


Henry Baron has bought ‘Les 
Vignes du Seigneur,’ French com- 
edy. Making his own adaptation. 


Eugene Geiger opened a new nite 
club Monday (28) and got a guest 
he didn’t want. Deputy sheriff took 
him off to post bail in $1,500 for 
failure to pay alimony to his wife, 
Ethel, pending hearing of her di- 
vorce case. 


Trial of Eagles’ heads for violat- 
ing lottery law reveals heavy splits 
to Conrad Mann and others. Mann 
drew $230,000. Take was $1,759,273, 
of which the lodges got $439,818. 
Prizes totaled only $75,000. 

‘Lucrece’ due Dec. 20 at the Be- 
lasco. 


White drops his Sunday shows at 
the Casino. 


Appraisal of the estate of the late 
and youthful Lewis J. Warner, who 
died in 1931, show that his fatal ill- 
ness cost $53,315. Includes cost of 
airplane ambulance and 22 physi- 
cians. 


That suit brought in October by 
Laverta McCormick Goudiss_ to 
compel the removal of her name as 
corespondent in Mrs. Mickey Walk- 
er’s divorce cause brought an order 
in Chancery granting her request. 
At the hearing Mickey testified on 
her behalf. 


Marilyn Miller and Don Alvarado 
went to the dock to see some friends 
off on the ‘Bremen.’ Overlooked 
warning and were carried off with 
nothing but their evening clothes. 
New rule forbids i with — 
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been reported sev- 


The couple have 


eral times about to marry. 

Harry G. Kosch, receiver for the 
Roxy, says the theatre will not 
close. 


Creditor meeting Dec. 9. 


Irving Trust Co. finds receiver- 
ships not so profitable. Lost plenty 
the first three years, but first nine 


months of current year brought 
75,000, net. But it’s still out 
$673,207. 

Noel Coward here to rehearse 


with the Lunts. 


P. J. Ringen, American acrobat, 
playing in Paris, injured last week 
when he miscalculated his 118-ft. 
dive to a tank and struck the water 
flat. His former partner, —Annie 
Booker, was fatally injured last year 
while performing in Vienna. 


Gene Tunney a bust as referee in 
amateur bouts. Refused to give de- 
cisions, and the kids were sore. Ex- 
plained he was afraid it might cause 
bad feeling, since the kids were all 
schoolmates. 





In Los Angeles Norma Talmadge 
denied that she had backed George 
Jessel’s property settlement on his 
divorced wife, but papers in the case 
east show that she_ instructed 
Guarantee Trust Co. to act as guar- 
antor for Jessel’'s $100,000 seittle- 
ment with his wife. 


Patricia Collinge hops to ‘Just 
Out,’ so Dorothy Gish gets her stint 
in ‘Autumn Crocus.’ 





Harry B. Nelmes is prez of the 
Treasurers Club. He’s familiar, as 
it’s his 12th term. Other officers are 
Lep Solomon, v. p.; Sol De Vries, 
treas.; Jas. N. Vincent, financial 
sec., and James F. McEntee, record- 
ing sec. 


Former Mayor Walker writing a 
song. Going to take up his memoirs 
with Frank Scully after the holi- 
days. 


RFC considering barring churches 
from radio permits. No objection 
to their buying time, but no air 
bands for special sects. 


Savoy-Plaza hotels go into volun- 
tary bankruptcy. Liabilities are 
about $24,200,000, with book assets 
of $25,663,115. But short of cash. 





Katherine Krug, who replaced 
Katherine Wilson in ‘Criminal at 
Large’ when the latter moved into 
Alexandra Carlisle’s role, got up in 
her part at four hours’ notice. Got 
the script at 4:30 and went on at 
8:30. 








lthe opening of Ra 








has invited Prez. Hoover to 
dio City. 3ut he 
yet. 


Roxy 


a said ‘yes’ 





Joseph Schiidkraut ordered to tes- 
tify before trial as to his posses- 
| sions. Mrs. Elsie Bartless Schild- 
kraut Liveright is suing for some 
| $20,000 back alimony. 


the mer- 
Trust in 


Eddie Cantor’s suit over 
eer of the Manufacturers 


| 
| 
| Court of Appeals. 





| It's up to Peggy Joyce to tell 
when the panic began. Judge wants 
the exact date in a suit Chatham 
& Phoenix bank is bringing to col- 
|lect the balance of a _ note for 
| $32,500. She paid the $30,000 but 












“The Smartest 


The 


56th St., 


DINE and DANCE 


 COCOANY T CROy 


LEON NAVARRO 


and His Cocoanut Orchestra 


Special Entertainment 


Table d'Hote Dinner $1.75. 
Saturdays, Holidays and Opening Night $2 
Phone WILLIAM for Reservations 
ClIrcle 7-8090 


Park Central 


At 
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Spot In Town” 
Supper Cover $1 







at 7th Ave. 
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55 i, Bee 


says the bank caused her the loss 
of $2,500 by being slow to sell stocks 
as ordered. She's being sued as 
Marguerite Upton, her legal mon- 
iker. 





Grieger and Simon En- 
gleson have completed ‘Tragic 
Symphony,’ drama in three acts. 
Now looking for a producer. 


Josef F. 


J. H. Hoffberg Co., Inc., has pur- 
chased from receivers of Peerless 
Saeehound ‘Sporting Chance,’ ‘Sea 
Ghost’ and ‘Reckoning.’ 


Visit of the widow of Tex Rick- 
ard to a hospital reveals that she 
has been Mrs. Frank Dailey for the 
past year. Dailey was a _ close 
friend of the sports promoter, 


Earl ‘Snakehips’ Tucker beaten 
up in a fight near Connie's Inn 
Thursday. Head and face lacera- 
tions. Another Negro was stabbed 
in the adbomen. Police unable to 
discover whether it was a duet or 
a free for all, 


Margery Whittington leaves for 
Los Angeles to sign a film contract. 


Peaches Browning named _ co- 
respondent in divorce case of Fanny 
Todd Mitchell, 


‘Spring Song’ is put over until 
next season, William Harris says 
it’s casting trouble. 


Conrad Mann and two aides found 
guilty of conducting a lottery for 


the Eagles, Jury recommended 
leniency. 
Frances Alda sued fvr tour 


months’ rent at Mayfair House. She 
says she was a monthly tenant, but 
the landlords aver her atty. signed 
a lease when he got a reduction in 
the rent. She retorts that he had no 
authority. 


That Guy Phillips case drags 
along. Mrs. Seltzer, suing for ali- 
mony and counsel gees pending her 
husband's divorce action, in which 
the dramatic coach is named as co- 
respondent. Selzer’s 11-year-old 
daughter went on the stand to tes- 
tify. Told what she saw when her 
father was not home. 


Jersey hunter aims at a rabbit 
and buckshots all eight men in a 
road repair crew, Rabbit got away. 
Only one shot. 


Ruth Taylor, actress, loses her 
breach of promise suit against 
Jarvis R. Harbeck for $600,000. 


Court dismissed complaint without 
trial. 


Theresa Flower, dancer and 
violinist, sought death in the East 
River Sunday. Ignored a_ rope 
thrown her and fought a deckhand 
who dived to her rescue but taken 
out. Despondent over death of her 
fiance. 


Ned Wayburn’s troupe sent to 
Paris held up at port of entry for 
working permit, Later found their 
papers were O, K, 


Horace Liveright buys ‘Hotel 
Alimony’ from Adolph Phillips and 
Washington Pezet. 

John Golden suing the city of 
Miami for $10,000 defaulted bonds. 
Action to set precedent for ben- 
efit of other bondholders financially 
unable to sue. 

Beatrice Blinn Wilbur, niece of 
the late Holbrook Blinn and wife of 
Crane Wilbur, suing her actor-hus- 
band for back alimony and reveal- 
ing that they were. separated in 
March, 1931. Wilbur claims alleged 
default is due to the fact he was to 
pay only $50 weekly while she was 
working, but court gave her a judg- 
ment for $1,650. 
$100,000 is riled in Ja- 
maica against Arthur Tracy by 
Young Israel, Jewish organization. 
Tracy failed to appear at a concert 
as advertised, and organization 
holds itself damaged to that extent. 
Tracy pleaded illness, but did his 
regular air stint that evening 





Suit for 





‘Love Story’ wrapped up and 
marked ‘Not to be c vened until next 
season.’ Reed & Helburn were to 
produce. 

Callboy bounced at the Casino. 
Mike and loudspeakers in all dress- 
ing rooms. 


Gury Cooper suing a N. Y. milk 


concern for $260,000. Muiik people 
used a photo of Covpe> quatting a 
beaker of milk ‘to build up his 
health.’ Cooper contends his health 
needs no builder-upper and that he's 
being kidded and scorned as a 
weakling. Milk people pass the 
buck to Paramount, 











‘Farewell to Arms.’ (Co. 


{ete Pr erat +e eeroeert 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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gress, 


grand marshal of the 1933 Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses. 
woman has been so honored, 


their separation and try married life 
over again. 






Variety takes no 
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from further use of the picture 
pending trial. 
Iron Steamboat Co., which has 


run its fleet to Coney Island since 
memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary, in voluntary bankruptcy. 
Book assets $1,027,000, with unlisted 
liabilities greatly in excess of that 
sum, including a $500,000 mortgage. 


Jack Pickford seriously ill in a 
Paris hospital. Paralytic stroke, 





Elmer Rice has completed a new 
drama dealing with the economic 
crisis. Requires 60 actors and in 22 
scenes. No title yet. 


That plan for a road co. for ‘Music 
in the Air’ just a memory. 





Wee & Leventhal working on a 
project for rotary stocks for six or 
eight cities, including Hoboken. 


Olive Bell Hamon, actress daugh- 
ter of the late Jake Hamon, married 
to J. Lawrence Waters Friday (2). 
Third marriage license she has 
sought within three months. Oth- 
ers were permits to wed Forrest C. 
Cross and Pedro Llanuza. 


Brooklyn Elks in receivership. 
Unable to carry the burden of its 
new $6,000,000 building. Manufac- 
turer’s Trust foreclosed $2,900,000 
mortgage, 


House sub-committee approves 
return to two-cent letter postage, 


but bill must first go through Con- 


Coast 


Mary Pickford 





has been named 


First time a 


Friends state Adolphe Menjou and 
Kathryn Carver have agreed to end 


Three men suspected of being 
members of a New York gang re- 
sponsible for the theft of jewels 
valued at $80,000 from the homes 
of Dolores Costello and Zeppo Marx 
were arrested by L. A. police. They 





are Jimmy DeLucia, Ralph Genesseg 
and Anthony Uto. 





Helen Lee Worthing, former show 
girl and divorced wife of Dr. Bu. 
gene C. Nelson, colored Los An. 
geles physician, has been confined to 
the psychopathic ward of the L. A, 
General Hospital on a complaint 


signed by Horace Anderson, friend, 
Damages of $8,000 awarded by 


Superior court, L. A. to Isaac Bloom, 
writer, against William Silverman, 
who Bloom charged with stealing 
the love of his wife. 


Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle’s~ birth- 
place near Santa Clara, Calif., razed 
by fire. 


Damages of $65,000 are asked by 
Mara Tchoukleva, Bulgarian actress, 
in a suit filed in L. A. Superior 
court against the Los Angeles Rail. 
way Co. Actress charges she was 
injured in a street car-auto crash, 

Her companion, Elena Oundigeff, 
asks $50,000 in a companion suit. 


Verna Vauthier, dancer, asks in 
suit filed in IL. A. Superior court 
against a downtown beauty parlor 
that she be paid $1,000 an inch for 
each of the six inches of hair which 
she charges was burned off as the 
result of a permanent wave. 





Joe Roscholar, found guilty in 
Long Beach Municipal court of 
throwing a stench bomb in a local 
theatre, will be sentenced Dec, 2. 


Walter P, Chrysler, Jr., head of 
an eastern publishing firm is in 
L. A. to confer with picture pro- 
ducers regarding the filming of sev- 
eral books, 


Hollywood police are investigat- 
ing charges made by Harry Sum- 
mer, machinst, that he was hit by 
an automobile at the entrance of 
the Fox studios, registered to Sol. 
M. Wurtzel, studio executive, result- 
ing in hip and possible internal in- 
juries. 


Final proceedings in the adoption 
of an orphaned baby boy by Frank 
Fay and Barbara Stanwyck are 
scheduled in Juvenile div. of L. A. 
Superior court Tuesday (6). Pair 
took the child into their home three 
months ago when he was nine 
months old, 


Mid-West 


Max and Robert Eitel now operate 
ing a restaurant in the Northwest- 
ern Railroad depot will operate 
what is announced as the largest 


(Continued on pabe 53) 
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PEGGY FEARS Presents 


MUSIC IN THE AIR 


By Jerome Kern & Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
Curtain Rises at 8:30 Sharp 


ALVIN THEATRE, 52 St., W. of B'y. 


Matinees Thursday & Saturday 
%, 






























On 
Stage 
CASS, 


ABE LYMAN 
Bway BOB HOPE 
5st 


BING CROSBY 


MACK & OWEN 
and His 
Orch, 


On iy Screen, ‘The MASK of 
0} MANCHU" 
with BORIS 
KARLOFF 





Coming Fri., IT id O1 — BEERY 


LOEW S$ swaveassst 





Eddie Duchin 
& Orchestra 
Johnny Perkins, Added At- 
traction Lita Grey Chaplin 
On Screen—Night Afternight’ 
George Raft, Mae West 


O X aphasia AVENUE 
AT 50tt STREET 
WILL ROGERS 
TOO BUSY TO WORK 


On Stage—GREAT COMBINED REVUE 
Roxyettes-——-Roxy Ballet—Roxy Orchestra 
New Low Prices—35e to 1 P. M. 
Coming Friday, ‘“‘Me and My Girl,’ with 
Spencer Tracy and Joan Bennett 
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CONSTANCE 


BENNETT 
in “ROCKABYE” 
with 
Joel McCrea—Paul Lukas 
An RKO Pathe Picture 


Daily to 2 P.M., 35c; 
It P.M. te Close, 55¢ 


RKO PALAC. 


EDDIE 


CANTOR 


“The Kid from Spain” 


TWICE DAILY, 2:45, 8:45 


— 2:45, 8:45, 11:45 
3 SHOWS . 2:45, 5:45, 8:45 


wae RESERVED 



















B'WAY 
at 47th 


ALL 


RKO 86 th ST. ex ave 


Wed. to Fri., Dee, 7-9 
Joel McCrea—Fay Wray 
in “THE MOST 


DANGEROUS GAME” 


ED WYNN in 


“Follow the Leader” 


081 st ST. BROADWAY [i 


Wed. to Fri., Dee. 7-9 














GEORGE BRADY 
MADEMOIS 


By JACQUES DEVAL 
A. E. MATTHEWS 
2628 


JOEL McCREA 
FAY WRAY 


in “THE MOST 
DANGEROUS GAME” 


with Leslie Banks 








PLAYHOUSE, 48 St. E.of B’y. BR. 9- 


Eves, 8:40. MATS. WED. & SAT., 2:40 





and being ordered to abandon 


docs and came to New York. 





which handed} where the tour closed. A 
out the photo to help publicity for} fection 
enjoined | 


monia to remaining in New Haven, 
sinus in- 
was the moving factor in 


the order to close. 


After losing shows in New Haven } p JOHUN GOLDEN presents _ 


her 
tour Ethel Barrymore disobeyed he 
Pre } 


ferred to take a chance of pneu- | 


Thea. W. 45th St.CH 
| | Se y3.8,40.Mts.Wel , Thr 











By RACHEL CROTHERS 
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Tm Telling You’ 


By Jack Osterman 





INTRODUCING THE HBEIRESS 
TO THE OSTERMAN MILLIONS! 





Ask Dad, He Knows 


Hey all you ‘Variety’ staff and all 
the nice readers we have...we want 
a little more respect from now on. 
Why? Because at two Sunday 
morning while half the town was 
Mayfairing, Music Boxing or Pier- 
retting, the most important debut 
in town was made at the Nursery 
and Child’s Hospital where Mary 
Daly Osterman presented your hum- 
ble columnist with an eight and a 
half pound baby girl. That's pretty 
heavy even in American money. 


This long anticipated night was 
epent by Papa at his home on 310 
West End Ave. (in case of wires) 
with a glass of ice water and last 
week's ‘Variety. You see at our 
house we work in shifts—as soon 
as we got out of the hosp, Mary 
dashed in. Damn clever these Os- 
termans! Both Mother and baby 
are doing swell, Kathryn, our 
mother, is in great shape, and the 
old man looks like he'll pull through. 





Besides Stories 

Well, we are now starting on our 
third week in the hay. This is the 
longest run we've had this season. 
Wonder how it’s going to feel to 
walk around? It’s becoming irk- 
some being under the sheets this 
long but out M.D. says any minute 
now and we can get up. 


Pardon us a@ moment...(dots de- 
note lapse of time), we just had our 
valet throw the radio out the win- 
dow as they announced, ‘Let’s Put 
Out The Lights And Go To Bed.’ 





Speaking of Operations 

With apologies to Irvin Cobb, ours 
turned out to be a big success. All 
the first string critics who visited 
us claimed it a big hit. Our tootsies 
are all healed up and we wonder if 
all those producers that are looking 
for new faces woutdn’t want to grab 
someone with new feet. 


es ee 


The Column Must Go On 


We are typewriting this in bed 
and wish to state it’s tough trying 
to get a column while horizontal. 
Some of our visitors helped us out 
a bit although most of the gags we 
found the next day in the papers. 
However, Eddie Darling, who was 
once chief booker of the Keith cir- 
cuit told us that Edna Leedom came 
over to him in a cafe and said, ‘Ed- 
die it’s awful the way you've dis- 
appointed so many people.’ 


‘What do you mean? Eddie 
asked. 
Edna came back with, ‘You 


@ouble-crossed them, 
starving to death.’ 


yowre not 





Suggestion 
After reading about the terrific 
size of the Radio City Music Hall, 
we suggest that instead of it hav- 
ing a manager, they elect a Mayor 
for it. 





Comparison 


And tt was Charlie Warren who 
looked at a fat song writer in 
Lindy’s who is losing weight daily, 
and remarked, ‘That guy’s falling 
away to a Harry Barris.’ 





Very Good Eddie! 


Eddie Moran popped in to tell us 
he found a new racket. He hangs 
around a gambling house until the 
cops come to raid it. During the 
excitement he grabs all the dough 
that happens to be laying on the 
tables. 

“Supposing the cops don’t come?” 
we asked. 





“Then I send for them,” Moran 
snapped back. 
Quite True 
In writing “The Great Magoo,’ 


Ben Hecht and Gene Fowler have 
called a spade a spade and double. 
Doc Bender took an out-of-town 
girl to the opening and she couldn’t 
quite grasp the meaning of some 
of the ‘up and wp’ linea. 

After the play the deb said, ‘This 
play should have been cajled ‘An- 
other Language.’ 





‘How Have You Ben, Bernie?’ 

Ben Bernie announces it this way, 
‘Sister Can You Spare a Nickle,’ 
taking 50% off for the gals, 





; 

} 

Problem 
We wonder if it’s okay for A. C 

Blumenthal to register at a hotel | 

that only has D.C. current. 





Clara’s in Town 
Clara Bow arrived for the open- 
ing of her come-back picture, ‘You 
call her savage but I call it love.’ She | 
told interviewers that on her trip 
East she read 11 books. Probably 
studying to become a bookmaker! 





A Good Thought 
« The dailies carried a yarn about 
a‘lady who went up to the doorman 
of Roxy's Seventh Avenue theatre 
and handed him a nickle. ‘What's 
this for?’ he inquired. The sur- 
prised woman asked, ‘Isn't this the 

entrance to the subway?’ 
We think the doorman’'s answer 
should have been, ‘No, but I'll tell 
the receivers, it’s a he) of an idea.’ 





She’s In Again 
Grace (Burns and) Allen phoned 
to find out if the new musical, ‘Par- 
don My English’ was a poolroom 
drama. 





Grounds For Divorce 

Then there’s the Houston deaf 
and dumb couple that are getting 
a divorce. Husband claims he 
couldn’t stand his wife’s nagging. 
Probably if he broke a couple of 
her fingers it would be worse... 
she'd stutter. 





Sight Seeing 
Odd McIntyre visited us for a hot 
minute but had to run away. He 
promised to take a friend’s kid 
downtown to see the depression. 





We Sti# Ask, Who Said Ladiee 
First? 

Pat Rooney gives wp, Crawford 
and Broderick, Seymour Felix and 
Claire (Claire is now Mrs. Charlie 
Freeman), Jim and Marion Harkins, 
and Williams and Wolfus. Anatole 
Friedland telegraphs, Murray and 
Oakland, Fred and Adele Astaire, 
Morris and Campbell, Bert and 
Betty Wheeler, McKay and Ardine. 

Thomas Clark sent in, Toney and 
Norman, Roscoe Ails and Kate 
Pullman and some mugg who wrote 
he had been following vaude. for 
years started off with Tempest and 
Sunshine so we tore up the letter. 





Ostermania 
Congratulations Sid Silvers... 
from a box to a stage in one de- 
pression...Larry Hart bought a 
coat for himself last week in Alt- 


man’s children’s dept...which 
proves great lyrics from little 
acorns grow...Those pictures 


showing the hunger marchers also 
showed all the ladies in fur coats 
...They’re announcing artists over 
the radio this way...Willie and 
Eugene Howard, in person...And 
it’s ironic (we’re beginning to love 
that word) that the first show we 
are invited to see when we get out 
of bed is the opening of the revue, 
‘Walk A Little Faster.’ 
ARE YOU READING? 


a 


MARRIAGES 


Announcement was made last 
week of the marriage of Virginia 
Lee to Rupert C. King last June. 
Bride is a picture actress. Groom 
is in the social register. 


Adelaide Naylor to Scotty Wel- 
bourne, Los Angeles, Nov. 28. Wel- 
bourne is a still cameraman at 
WRB-FWN studio. 

Sophie Ewerling, actress, and Zeb 
V. Hamilton, organist, both of 
Brooklyn, have applied at Green- 
wich, Conn., for a marriage license. 

Elda Garbe, actress, and Lucus M. 
Cock, both of New York, have filed 
marriage intentions at Greenwich, 
Conn. 

Olive Belle Hamon to J. Lawrence 
Waters, New York, Dec. 3 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Reilley, a 
daughter, Nov. 25, in San Francisco. 
Father is general sales manager of 
the Don Lee CBS coast chain. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Desmond, 
daughter,- at Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital, Los Angeles, Nov. 29. Des- 
mond is a western actor. Mrs. Des- 
mond is the former Mary MclIvor, 
actress, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Osterman, 
daughter, in New York, Dee. 4, their 
first. Mother i# the former Mary 
Daly, showgirl. d 





‘ Cautious 








Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

With the hope that springs 
eternal, Gilda Spirito and two 
others aave incorporated Stan- 
dard Wines, Inc. 

Capital stock has been set at 
$15,000, out the incorporators 
have only invested $1 each so 
far. 

Sellout expected for Notre 
Dame-U. &. C. game Saturday; 
81,060 out of 108,000 seats al- 
ready sold. Gate expected to 
reach $250,000, 


EAGLES’ HEAD GUILTY 
IN LOTTERY CHARGES 














Saturday (3) a Federal jury 
brought in a verdict of guilty 
against three of the men charged 


by the Government with having vi- 
olated the postal lottery laws by con- 
ducting a drawing for the benefit 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
These are Conrad H. Mann, auditor 
and past president of the order: 
Frank E. Herring, trustee of Notre 
Dame university, and Bernard C. 
McGuire, New York promoter, who 
handled the _ affair. The verdict, 
which carries with a maximum sen- 
tence of three years in prison, was 
qualified by a recommendation for 
leniency. 

This is the second of several 
suits projected by the Government 
following disclosure of the fact that 
a number of fraterna) orders had 
resorted to a nation-wide sale of 
ball tickets for the purpose of re- 
plenishing funds. The first was a 
mistrial. Some of the tickets were 
to be rewarded with large cash 
prizes. The Loyal Order of Moose 
and the Mystic Shriners were also 
mentioned. The Moose held such 
an event, but the national body of 
the Shrine has a by-law prohibit- 
ing all games of chance in the Im- 
perial Council or the subordinate 
temples. 

The charges against those above 
mentioned were transportation of 
lottery tickets across state lines 
and conspiring to do so. 

Raymond Walsh, assistant to 
McGuire, also indicted, was found 
not guilty. 

These lotteries, and hundreds of 
smaller ones participated in by sub- 
ordinate bodies of various orders, 
were based on the supposition that 
the fact that a ball and not a lot- 
tery ticket offered for sale was 
not a lottery. About a dozen outfits 
have been doing a brisk business in 
the belief that they held within the 
law by the subterfuge that ball 
tickets were being sold. The Eagle 
tickets were held at 50c each and 
about $1,750,000 worth were sold, it 
was testified. 

Of the sum mentioned, Mann and 
McGuire drew down $230,000 each. 
Locai chapters or aeries received 
$439,818. Prizes of about $75,000 
were given, the capital sum being 
$25,000 and each member disposing 
of one or more books received a 
merchandise prize for his efforts. 

Herring, who was editor of the 





Tom Gallery Promoting 
15-Day L. A. Bike Race 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

| Tem Gallery is in a deal to take 
|} over the Hollywood Winter Garden 
|for a 15-day bicycle race. Gallery 
'returned from Chicago last week 








where he optioned several riders for | 900.000 


‘the grind following the closing of 


the six-day event there. He has 
; been inactive since he resigned as 
| manager and matchmaker of the 


} Legion Stadium last spring. 

| First races here at the Winter 
Garden closed two weeks ago. De- 
spite a gate of $20,000 races finished 
$8,000 in the red. Ushers, doormen 
and other help reported as not paid 
off. 


JERSEY, COLO. TO MOVE 
FOR LEGALIZED BE 


Trenton, Dee. 6. 

Legalized horse racing tracks and 
betting in New Jersey will again be 
sought at the approaching session 
of the Legislature, the sponsors, 
Assemblyman Altman and Siracusa, 
of Atlantic County, emphasizing 
the revenue possibilities for the 
State treasury to enlist support for 
the measure. If sanction is ob- 
tained, a track in Atlantic Cty that 
would equal the country’s best is 
envisioned by the legislator. 

Siracusa has announced he will 
introduce a bill to legalize horse 
racing at county fairs, while Alt- 
man will sponsor a proposed 
amendment to the State constitution 
to make the sport legal, 








Denver, Dec. 6. 

Hotel and resort owners will back 
bills. which, if passed by the state 
| legislature this winter, will legalize 
pari-mutuel betting and bring back 
horse racing to Colorado, and lib- 
eralize divorce laws. 

The proposed divorce law would 
make a residence of 30 days legal 
and do away with the present six- 
month period between the prelimi- 
nary and final divorce decrees 








Eagle’s magazine, came into the 
ease through the receipt of one- 
third of Mann’s split for his efforts 
in helping to put over: the sale 
through the magazine. 

The decision will be a body blow 
to the promoters of these events, 
for it was the opinion of competent 
legal authority that the idea was 
suit-proof, 

Suit was against the individuals 
and not against the order, as it was 
disclosed that these men were to 
profit and therefore operated for 
their personal gain. 








Etiquette Course Helped Aragon 
Become U.S. As Classiest Ballroom 





‘Street Scene’ Comedy 


Version in Show Zone 


There was plenty of roughhouse 
in the Broadway theatre ticket 
agency quartered in a Hotel Picca- 
dilly store on 45th street Saturday 
evening. The affair started when 
Dr. Armando Ferraro, a New York 
state toxicologist, took exception to 
one of the ticket seller’s methods in 
trying to sell him iwo balcony 
seats. 

It was claimed that the official 
attempted to strike one of the 
ticket men with his cane, where- 
upon Jack Leffler of the agency 
socked the doctor. Patrolman Quinn 
got into the going and Leffier made 
the mistake of blackening the cop’s 
eye. In: the meantime Ferraro’s 
wife fainted on the pavement and 
an ambulance was called, adding to 
the excitement on the bury theatre 
street, 

The ticket man was held for Gen- 
eral Sessions, the case being card- 
ed for trial on assault charges be- 


ve 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Publie ballrooms have achieved 
a wider acceptance socially since the 
| depression, Students of snooty 
Northwestern University in Evans- 


ton, Il., who formerly scorned any- 
thing so plebian as a public ball- 
room now attend Aragon in consid- 
erable numbers. At the same time 
the general calibre of the patronage 
is more flossy. 

Never quite expecting to over- 
come the slight stigma of its in- 
formal social code, the ballrooms 
realize that their greatest step up 
the socia} ladder was in killing the 
old name ‘dance hall’ and gsubsti- 
tuting the elegant-sounding ‘ball- 
room.’ That did the trick. 

Aragon 
is admittedly the newest, finest, and 
most costly ballroom in America. 
What is done at Aragon and its 
south side sister, Trianon, is pretty 
sure to set the pace for the ball- 
rooms ejsewhere. As @ matter of 
fact Aragon is the dazzling symbol 





ing dated for next Tuesday (13). | 
John Allen, who works in the ad- 
jacent drug store, was also arrested. 
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| progress along those lines. 


; external decorum for two 





can be cited because it | 


Fly in Chicago's Beer Is Mobsters, 
Nite Life Active but Sub Rosa 


+ 
| Chi 


Dee. 5. 
promises 


ago 


Apropos the wide open 


last week it seems certain that Chi- 


lfor Manhattan reported in ‘Variety’ 
} 


|eago has already made considerable 


Chicago 
may, however, seek to preserve an 
reasons, 
First, officials are sensitive about 
Chicago’s reputation in the past. 
Second, a large portion of the 35,- 
visitors optimistically an- 
ticipated by the 1933 World's Fair * 
are puritanical and elderly. 

But not without significance is 
the fact that right now there are 
'more roulette wheels whirling in 


Chicago than in many a year. Half 


a dozen pretentious clubs with full 
;paraphernalia openly operated in 
conjunction with dining and danc- 
| ing have opened in recent months. 

Near north side is full of speaks 
|} which tend to resemble New York 
rather than Chicago's traditional 
| proletarian parlors. There has never 
;}been any appreciable tuxedo and 
jevening gown trade for speaks in 
| Chicago as in Manhattan. There are 
a few violet tinted salons on the 
Gola Coast, and gadabouts seem 
unanimous in reporting an expand- 
ing if still partially sub rosa night 
life. 

Beer Garden Burg 

Chicago was a great beer garden 
town in its day. These were in the 
residential neighborhoods and had 
enormous seating capacities as a 
rule. No telling as yet how the ra- 
turn of beer will effect a possible 
revival in this direction. Hopes 
run high among the former aus- 
pices. 

Mobsters are intent upon getting 
in on the ground floor of legalized 
beer and this ominous possibility 
has already frightened ex-brewers 
and cafe men, It’s a sour note in 
what they thought was going to be 
a good old-fashioned waltz. 

That Chicago needs plenty of 
stimulating to start the cafe and 
sporting worlds on the way to even 
a partial recovery is obvious. Some 
people dont think 2.75 beer in strong 
enough. 


Brewery Proposed for 
Rothstem ‘Ghost Town’ 


The ‘Phantom Village’ in Middle 
Village, Long Island, created by the 
late Arnold Rothstein, which has 
since the death of the murdered 
gambler, been gardens for the un- 
employed, is now being examined 
for a brewery development. The 
New Amsterdam Brewing Co. pro- 
poses to build upon the 12 acres, 
a brewery, with a big beer garden 
and an auto park, estimated to cost 
$2,500,000. 

Work on the project has already 
been started with the drilling of 
artesian wells to supply the water 
for the brewery. The construction 
of the buildings will get under way 
about the middle of January. 

Number of hotels and restaurants 
are tentatively signed up with the 
company for suds. 


Theatres’ Fight Fails 
As Dog-Racers Go Free 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Picture house managers here who 
lined up with the prosecutor’s of- 
fice in an attempt to convict 21 
officers and employees of the Culver 
City Kennel Club on dog-race gam- 
bling charges, suffered defeat when 
a jury in Superior Court discharged 
six of the defendants, after action 
against 15 others had previousiy 
been dismissed by Superior Judge 
Charles W. Fricke. All had been 
indicted In September by the county 
grand jury. A previous hearing in 
justic court in Culver City was 
thrown out for lack of evidence. 

Acquitta] of the six was described 
by the foreman of the trial jury as 
due entirely to lack of evidence, 
and no indication that the jury did 
not believe or disbelive that gam- 
bling wag in force at the track. 


CLEVELAND’S COTTON CLUB 
Cleveland, Dec. 5. 
Ritz Club, clesed for three 
months, will be reopened Dee. 4 
by Herb Miller and Eddie Sindelar 
as the Cotton Club. 
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Broadway 


\l Spink company managing ‘The 
Dubarry.’ 


They've got cut-rate doctors ove! 
in Philly. 

Al Jolson reaches New York Tues- 
day (today). 

R i. Cochrane is fully recovered 
frum a cold. 

Eddie McEvoy going hatless 
through the winter. 

Rockville Center is the stem’s| 


latest cognomen for Radio City. 
Will Hays tips the beam at more 
than he ever did. Weight not men- 
tioned. 
Joe Flynn reports signs outside of 


Phila. medico’s offices: ‘Cut rate 
doctor.’ 

Ben Stein had the grippe so bad 
last week that two nurses were 


called in. 

Pete Milne has joined the eastern 
ena of Paramount's scenario de- 
partment. 

Sidney Samuelson, Allied’s Jersey 
boy, gets red every time ‘Variety Is 
mentioned. 

The Warner Club at h. o. tossed 
a celebration in honor of Edward 
G. Robinson. 

Bootleggers on Broadway working 
overtime trying to dig up orders for 
the holidays. 

Lou Goldberg already framing a 
New Year's eve shindig at Mortgage 
Manor, Scarsdale. 

Songsheet salesmen on 
every block along B’way 
music men peeved. 

Blowout for Dave Chatkin in cele- 
bration of his marriage was held at 
Milt Feld’s penthouse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Perkins won't 
know until about February whether 
it’s a boy, girl or twins. 

Music Box weekly dinner-dance 
at Sherry’s changed to Saturday 
night. Formerly. Sunday. 

Ward Morehouse’s gang readying 
a whoopee parade for the opening 
of his ‘Central Park’ picture. 

Gilbert Miller calls his sealyham 
dog Jimmy Durante—but there is no 
cigar named after the schnoz. 

Charlie O’Reilly of late is being 
credited by visiting exhibs as being 
the industry’s Dean of Politicians. 

After the button-popping event 
Jimmy Gillespie went on a diet and 
won't guzzle until Christmas day. 

Jack Pearl to do a ‘Tall Tales’ 
column for the ‘Mirror,’ featuring 
his and contributors’ Munchausen- 
isms. 

A. J. Cooper, Wiiliam Carroll, 
Cecil Maberry and Alec Moss cele- 
brating biz done by Hipp on 25c 
scale. 

Billy Rose denies that he con- 
templates changing the title of his 
new play to ‘The Great MaGoona 
Goona.’ 

Bo Dowling back again to Radio 
Pictures in New York after three 
months abroad selling them to all 
countries. 

The Fred R. Metzler farewell ban- 
quet will be held tonight (6) at the 
McAlpin instead of the Broadway 
restaurant. 

Edward Ricci has bought out Ar- 
thur Lee’s share in the Fifth Avenue 
Playhouse and is now operating the 
house on his own, 

‘A dramatic story and a lesson in 
sex for a nickle,’ is the spiel of the 
pitchman selling pop editions of 
‘Her Unborn Child.’ 

Removal of Publix operation, 
booking, etc., from the home office 
has left a lot of vacant space in the 
Paramount building. 

Mique Cohen’s mother is with her 
sister in Charleston, W. Va., waiting 
to hear from him, last reported on 
way to Los Angeles. 

Attendants at Loew’s State keep- 
ing eagle eye out for cig buts tossed 
on the carpet in front of house dur- 
ing ‘Red Dust’ engagement. 

Unemployment Relief Committee 
has placed its give-a-dime con- 
tribution boxes in (of all places!) 
the brokerage branch offices around 
the Square. 

Supervisor of a mid-town bakery 
chain is a double for Jimmy Walker. 
It’s a relief to him to have Walker 
away. He doesn’t attract attention 
so much. 

One 5th ave. dept. store will effect 
overhead economy by ousting all 
heads of departments and elevating 
their lesser-priced assts. to head 
these depts. 

Regular meetings of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild have been de- 
ferred for a period of 60 days out 
of respect to its founder, the late 
William Morris. 

Of the half dozen new honorary 
colonelcies on the tapis for appoint- 
ment to Gov. Ruby Laffoons’ staff 
(Kentucky) only one showman in- 
cluded, Louis Rydell of ‘Variety.’ 

Among discharges from_ bank- 
ruptcy are Morris Green, 1482 Broad- 
way, producer; Duncan Fraser, Inc., 
19 East 57th; and James T. Davis, 
advertising, 34 Barrow street. 

Goldie, secretary to the late Flo 
Ziegfeld and now sec for Peggy 
Fears, accompanied latter to Florida. 
She is wife of George Stanton, New 
York Central passenger agent. 

Joe Shea back from a visit to Sing 
Sing says Warden Lawes has in- 
stalled an interpreter to tell the old- 


almost 
has the 


timers what the current slang in 
underworld dialog pictures is all 
about. 


All the class speaks have tin-box 


stationed to corral loose 
the unemployment 
the district cops okay- 


workers into the 


shakers 
change for 
drives, with 
ing the charity 
thirsteries. 
Those quick-sketch artists, a la 
ithe Montparnasse (Paris) idea, 
now working the niteries; only the 
crayon boys look very juve in well- 
cut dinner jackets and nothing Left 
Bankish about ‘em. 
Flock of side street 
eries in the square, as 
| by whites as Chinese Some of 
them layoff actors, who find that 
| selling bowls of chop suey at 15c 
a copy is a pretty good racket. 
With New York's Chinatown 
freckled with gaudy chow meineries, 
a new invasion comes from those 
tiled hamberger establishments. 
And the hambergers are getting a 
strong play from the Orientals. 
Judge Hyman Bushel'’s daughter, 
Mignon Audrey Bushel, now at 
Smith college, makes pin money 
writing press stories on radio per- 
sonalities for George Lottman, the 
ether p.a. Judge Bushel represents 


are 


chowmein- 
many run 





Rudy Vallee et al. 
Jack Osterman became a pappy 
early Sunday morning, but he ap- 


preciates that the new heiress ar- 
ranged matters for a Sat. nite open- 
ing. Handle is Kathryn Jacqueline, 
with Jack aiready visualizing an- 
other Kathryn Osterman on the 
stage. 

Old-timers weep before the dis- 
play of delicatessen in the window 
of Luchow’s, last stand of the old 
guard on 14th street. Tinned her- 
ring, roll mops and musical alarm 
clocks look sadly out of place in the 
one-time home of Wurtzburger. 
Just a Xmas _ snap, probably to 
oblige some good patron. 

For the Sunday evening (11) Jew- 
ish Federation rally at the Hotel 
Biltmore, New York, which means 
a dinner, the program is announced 
as Alfred E. Smith, George Jessel, 
Lou Holtz, Willie Howard and Mil- 
ton Berle, in that order. It's not 
known yet who will refuse to attend 
on account of billing, with Smith 
headlined. 





Loop 


United Artists closing. 

Ed Lowry will take a rest. 
Ollie Riehl a sick musician, 
Don Bernard an absentee 
week. 

Harris relights Dec. 18 with ‘Left 
Bank.’ 

Phil Davis will hie to Florida for 
a spell. 

Steve Trumbull 
abed with sniffles. 
Niles Trammel under the weather 
and medication all week. 

Jack Horowitz is now running the 
dining room at the 225 club. 
Maurice Downey hobbling around 
town with a sprained ankle. 

Chez Paree is Mike Fritzel’s new 
tag for the former Chez Pierre. 
Weaver Brothers and Elviry Sun- 
dayed for Great States at Joliet. 
Jane Froman bought a swell gown 


last 


spent last week 


for her holdover week in the Ori- 
ental. 
Beveriy Latham, NBC, has au- 


thored a biography of Huey Long, 
Louisiana kingfish politician. 

Lew Pollock lost a tussle with the 
drapes at the Palace Saturday mat- 
inee and almost missed his bows. 

Al Sexton sang so many choruses 
on so many Thursday -nights at the 
College Inn that he turned out to be 
int »rmission, 

Emil Stern, not flirting with head- 
aches, denies that Essaness is in- 
terested in a couple of north side 
white elephants. 

Ben Ehrlich moved his office to a 
hosvital for several days so the 
medicos could observe him for pos- 
sible stomach ulcers. 

For being so sweet, Manager 
Harry Goldberg of the State-Lake 
received a basket of orchid-colored 
chrysanthemums from Francis Re- 
nault. 





Jules Ruben threw a wild-duck 
dinner at Bollard ard Frazer's for 
John, Barney and Dave Baiaban, 


Walter Immerman, Nate 
and other loop execs. 
In an effort to find out who knew 


Blumberg 


Katherine Hepburn, Radio actress, 
Archie Herzoff asked a stenogra- 


pher. ‘IT think it’s that pPirl over 
there,’ replied the stenog, pointing. 

Amusing first thoughts after a 
tragedy, according to Sam Bramson, 
include his feeling of relief that the 
Oriental was closing and he didn’t 
have to worry about a headliner for 
next week. 

Majestic toyed with idea of ex- 
tending ‘Merry Widow’ beyond two 
weeks, with George Damerel and 
Lina Abarnell mentioned to succeed 
Donald Brian and Virginia O’Brien, 
who wanted to quit; Nothing came 
of idea. 

Irving 
for the 


Vaughan, baseball writer 
Chicago ‘Tribune,’ recently 
sailed from New York on a trip 
around the world. He will arrive 
in California in time to cover the 
spring tr.ining grind of the Chicago 
Cubs at Catalina Island. Vaughan’'s 





wife is accompanying him on the 
globe-cireling jaunt. 
4 A 





| London 


| Cardini calling on De Biere 
Will Goldston out of hospital. 


Helen Gray renting Jean Colin's 
flat. 

Jimmy Bryson eating his own hot 
dogs. 

Billy Stewart's night off at Mur- 
ray's. 

John Southern now all for grey- 
hound racing. 

Louis Golding busy dramatizing 


‘Magnolia Street.’ , 
Walter Batchelor plugging Janet 
Reade as sure hit for London. 





Cc. Kramer directing ‘Daughters of 
Today’ for indie film company. 

Max Gruber has some good ideas 
for the Palladium Crazy Months. 

Alan Dwan staying over to do 
another film for Stirling Film Co. 

Benita Hume announces engage- 
ment to Jack Dunfee, racing motor- 
ist. 
Peter 
tan Nights,’ 
unit. 

Dora Maughan cabling to Eve 
Peck and Oliver Wakefield to come 
over. 

Fred Karno taking up stage pro- 
duction again after several years at 
films, 

Val Parnell touring the West End, 
to see what the oppositions are 
doing. 

Harriet Bennett, playing lead in 
‘Wild Violets,’) may be _ replaced 
shortly. 

F. A. Vallis, joint owner of Mon- 
seigneur restaurant with Jack Up- 
son, out. 

Robert Milton with London Films 
Company for ‘Dance of the 
Witches.’ 

Georgie Wood getting a thrill out 
of De Groot’s violin playing at the 
Palladium. 

Ethel Levey staging new play in 
West End, with A. E. Abrahams 
sponsoring. 

Heather Thatcher returns to Lon- 
don stage in ‘School for Husbands’ 
at the Court, 

Edna Ferber here, interested -in 
the forthcoming production of ‘Din- 
ner at Eight.’ 

Hot dogs not so hot. $2 was all 
a holdup man collected of a vendor 
late one night. 

Debroy Somers and band to 
broadeast regularly from the Plaza 
picture theatre. 

Lenn Urry flying to Paris to ar- 
range for Marion Harris opening at 
Berry's restaurant, 

Cc. B. Cochran claims additiona! 
$40,000 library deal for ‘Words ane 
Music,’ at the Adelphi. 

Gamage’'s, biggest London toy 
shop, staging real circus to attract 
the kids for Christmas. 

Archie Parnell was the one who 
thought of continuous policy at the 
Prince Edward theatre. 

Walter Forde, producer of Gau- 


Bernard heading ‘Manhat- 
Paramount-Astoria 


a juggler ai one time in his career. 
Charles Cochran dickering with 
Phyllis Dare for appearance in 
‘Words and Music,’ current at Adel- 
phi. 

Sir Walter Peacock, former Prince 
of Wales's equerry, best man at the 
Tex McLeod-Marjorie Tiller wed- 


ding. 
Frances Day and Rita Poultan 
latest additions to Alex. Korda’s 


‘Girl from Maxim’ film, being shot 
in France. 

Paderewski’s only concert this 
season will be at Albert Hall Jan. 
12 in aid of the Musicians’ Benevo- 
lent Fund. 

One of the Four Mangeans bears 
a striking resemblance to Sophie 
Tucker and is getting known here 
as the ‘miniature Sophie.’ 

Gaumont-British’s next picture at 
their palatial new studios is ‘Der 
Fledermaus,’ starring Evelyn Laye 
in her first English talkie. 

Noel Coward is writing songs and 
a comedy for early spring produc- 
tion for Yvonne Printemps, she hav- 
ing promised Cochran she would 
learn English for the purpose. 


Vienna 





Maria Jeritza to make her first 
original picture in Vienna. ‘After- 


noon of a Woman’ will be the title, 
with the plot derived from Jeritza’s 
life, truth and fiction about the ca- 
reer of an opera singer. Some of 
the arias of her most famous oper- 
atic parts will be included in the 
score, as well as two new songs. 

A musical comedy shortly to be 
produced at the Theater an der 
Wien has for subject the life of 
Franz Liszt, the great nianist and 
composer. Book is by Ferencz Mar- 
tos and music arranged from Liszt 
compositions. Femme part will be 
played by Martha Eggerth 
Liszt's role by the screen 
Conrad Vedit, for the first time on 
the legit musical stage. 

Molnar’s ‘Harmony’ first night at 


the Akademietheater nearly ended 
in a seandal. Vienna’s choir socie- 
ties, a great musical power here. 











resented being made fun of in the 


mont British’s ‘Rome Express,’ was | 


and | 
actor. | 





CHATTER 





Molnar play, and arranged a regular 
whistling campaign, which spoiled 
all the effects and made the actors 
lose their contact with the audi- 
ence. The failure of the Molnar play 
at the premiere was a mystery until 
it leaked out that the choir socie- 
ties were at the bottom of it. 

A new company formed to pro- 
duce a repertory of musicals calls 
itself ‘Wiener Kammeroperette,’ and 
will be presented in the near future 
at one of the theatres here, First 
novelty to be an historical comedy 
with music, ‘The Duchess and Her 
Painter,’ about the great painter 
Makart and Duchess Metternich. 
New operettas by Lehar and Kal- 
man have been secured for the com- 
pany, also a revue arranged from 
compositions of Johann Strauss, the 
waltz king. 





Paris 


Cliff Fischer back. 

Henry Lartigue in hospital again. 

Nadja at Folies Bergere opening. 

Eddie Lewis calling on Francis A. 
Mangan. 


Jennie Dolly giving a party for 
Bill Howard, 
Natan learning things about his 


own Empire. 
Myron Selznick 
both in town. 
Victor the new fashionable nitery. 
Champe Elysees. 
Josephine Baker at first nights, as 
well as at parties. 


Chaliapin film now 
houses on their toes. 


Pierre Benoit introduced formally 
to the French Academy, 

Rene Rackover back in town, but 
not at George V this time. 


Benoist Mechain getting the most 
of Bernard Grasset whilst it-lasts. 


Harrv Pilcer hiding his brother 
Eddie from sight on account of a 
big fur coat. 

Jeanette MacDonald’s minor diffi- 
culties in reference to old local con- 
tracts ironed out. 


John Eberson putting on finishing 
touches to the new house Haik 
opens next month, Rex. 


De la Torre to make an [Indian 
picture starring Princess Josmina 
in an enigmatic eastern part. 

Expecting Irving Mills and J. P. 
McEvoy, both playing on the Rivi- 
era with Frank Scully before hit- 
ting Paree. 


That line of American girls for- 
merly intended for the Paramount 
going as far up the street as Boule- 
vard Poissonniere, to the Rex. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


and Benn Levy 


getting all 








Theatre gift book drive is on. 

Marie Nixon comes from Superior. 

Uncle Tom's Cabin in:pends at the 
Majestic. 

De Molars arranging for midwin- 
ter circus. 

Charlie Davis now m. 
Wisconsin. 

Walter Regan got his start in 
Davidson stock. 

Community Xmas tree again in 
Court of Honor. 

Olsen and Johnson same old riot 
at RKO Riverside. 

Old Heidelberg, padlocked for a 
year, soon to reopen. 

Catherine Pannill Mead, Sentinel 
music critic, used to be a singer, 

Bernard K. Burns, playwright, is 
half of a local advertising agency. 

Sherman Brown, Jr., back in 
town after several years in Cali- 
fornia. 

Strand open again for road show- 
ing of ‘Strange Interlude’ with two 
shows a day. 

Jule Kaplan gave a two-day ani- 
mal show at his Columbia to ex- 
cellent results. 

Stenchbombers smelled up an 
apartment house the other night. 
Theatres not jealous at all. 

Milwaukee Journal celebrated its 
50th anniversary with a three-hour 
special broadcast over WTMJ. 

Jimmy Devine has charge of the 
Futuristic Ball Room where Bill 
Carlsen and his band hold forth. 

Bill Carlsen has been crowned 
Prince of Waltzes, which doesn’t 
interfere with Wayne King being 
the Waltz King. 

M. A. Lightman, Memphis, presi- 
dent of the National MPTOA, here 


c, at Fox 


for charity ball put on by theatre 
men for needy ones in the show 
world. 


Victor Sutherland, of Harry Min- 
turn’s Players, once of the films. 
Margery Williams, the leading wom- 
an, reminds one of Elisabeth—that’s 
the right spelling—Risdon. 

Robert MeCarthy doing special 
| promotional work for the Philhar- 
}monic and staging plays for one of 
; the little theatre groups. Ran stock 
| companies in several towns in the 
| near past. 








a 


Montreal 


‘Herald’ off the ether; ‘Le Canada 
on, 


Jim McDonagh suffers heart ate 
tack. 

Ken Large from Place Viger te 
Maples. 

Les Barnard tells Lions how te 


write shorts. 

Arthur Dupont 
spite bad cold. 

Grandfather Chris EFllis 
by local etherites. 

Better-class eateries 
cents for meat lunches. 

Sammy Walsh back as m.c. and 
hoofer at Chez Maurice. 

Alec Moore trying hockey games 
as last hair-raising resort. 

Henri Letondal, local scribe, ore 
ganizing Stella art theatre. 


Epidemic of masked musicians 
saxing on main thoroughfares. 

Gene Curtis tying up with North- 
ern Electric Radio on lobby contest, 

Moulin Rouge throwng permanent 
wave nightly as inducement to fans, 

Tex tuinan in charity show 
Loew's Wednesday (17) midnite for 
vets, 

Seven United Amusements nabes 
writted by Lord’s Day Alliance for 
Sunday vaude shows. 

George Rotsky has fans 
with ‘Prosperity Round 
signs on trucks’ through 
streets. 

Chateau and Regent closed by 
police Wednesday (30) on sewer ex- 
plosions in that end of city. Opened 
as usual Thursday. 

Monsieur Charles, continent- 
wide known maitre d’hotel of the 
Mount Royal, fetes 10th anniversary 
there Thursday (1). 

Viscount Duncannon, son of His 
Ex., playing Hamlet in Montreal's 
exclusive amateur theatre. Social 
registerites filling other roles. 

City abandons actions against 
clergymen for admitting minors to 
church basement movie shows. 
These may now be given even if 
admish prices charged. Case to be 
taken up in provincial legislature 
at Quebec next month. 


announcing dee. 


mourned 


down to 1§ 
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Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Dan Carroll seeking legit house 
for staging a dance marathon here, 

Monte Blue leaving Boston, with 
great crowd of admirer to see him 
off. 

Counterfeit half-dollars appear in 
movie box offices, and Federal 
sleuths put on the trail. 

Reri of the South Seas postcards 
from Berlin that Germans want her 
to remain as stage star. 

Walter (Hay) Myers, sound direce 
tor at WBZ, attends big-shot cone 
ferences at NBC headquarters. 

Francis Ouimet will be president 
of the new Boston country club, to 
~ Sc aaie as the Bar and Bench 
club. 


P. a.’s trying to plant some fast 


ones with the newspapers should 
look up boomerang in tke une 
abridged. 


Joan Zappa, Brighton lass, visite 
ing home folks in that Sistrict while 
here in Anatole Friedland’s ‘Show 
Boat’ revue (Keith's). 

Mrs. Hugo Munsterberg, widow of 
the famous Harvard psychologist, 
reveals great artistic talent in ex- 
hibition of her paintings in foyer of 
Fine Arts for one month. 

Herbert and Royal Marsh, South 
Boston twins, have landed their or- 
chestra in a downtown dine-and- 
dance place. Herbie, brother of 
Mickie Alpert, will sing for the or- 
chestra, 

Telegrams sent from West New- 
ton and Boston congratulating 
Charlie Leatherbee, of the stage, on 
wedding to Mary L. Logan, Louisi- 
ana lass, few days ago. He is son 
of Robert W. Leatherbee of West 
Newton. 

George Kraska, enterprising man- 
ager of Fine Arts theatre, is grati- 
fied by the turnout Thursday night 
for Russian lesson by experts in 
connection with his showing of Slav 
film. For half hour before film, 
Kraska had Berlitz profs lecture on 
words, phrases?*etc., used in picture. 

Curiosity’s name may be woman; 
anyway, a certain Boston gent made 
it the cue in his sending Dorothy 
Drum, blonde in ‘Face the Music,’ 
flowers each night, then a dozen 
hosies, then other gifts, and finally 
telephoning. Each card bore but 
the nickname ‘Bert.’ Inquisitive 
Miss Drum when he phoned tried to 
find out his last name, but he 
dodged. To date she is still ignor- 
ant of the admirer’s full moniker. 

Departure of Tom Bailey, New 
England distribution manager for 
Paramount, results in promotions 
along the line. His job goes to the 
popular Bill Erbb, as regional man- 
ager; Erbb’s job to Edward Ruff, as 
Zoston branch manager, and Albert 
M. Kane is made Boston salesman. 
Headquarters, announcing these, 
says promotions are in line with 
policy to ‘promote always frem 
within the ranks of the organiza- 
tion. Bailey given a great dinner 
send-off, attended by several hun- 
dred, mostly film district friends 
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New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Nabes are cutting prices. 

Abe Pardoll back and still in love. 

Ray Trotta home from RKO tour. 

Wrestling drawing them at Arena. 

Rainbow Inn inaugurates weekly 
carnival nite. 

Harry Berman now advertising in 
Sunday sheet. 

Henry Busse slipped up to Boston 
for the week off. 

Sal Amato took his meals stand- 
ing up last week. 

Looks like Borderlight club is a 
thing of the past. 

Poli Palace celebrating 15th anni- 
versary this week. 

Dan Cummings’ 
has been postponed. 

Shubert bettering last year’s biz 
as town’s only legit. 

Maxine Lewis autographs photos 
with her south paw. 

Inflated tonsils kept Eddie Bren- 
ncn out of Par band. 

Harry Thomas doesn’t bother with 
a baton while orch leading. 

George Chadwick Stock has been 
writing melodies since 1900. 

Emilio Marioni will direct Italian 
elub’s production at Shubert. 

Bob Osborn is only stage carpen- 
ter in captivity wearing spats. 

‘Courier’ sports ed, Bob Wilson, 
on mend after poisoning siege. 

Local sepians entertained ‘Shuffle 
Along’ cast at Odd Fellows’ hall. 

Frank Davidson will direct Elm 
City Players’ ‘Charm’ at Little the- 
atre. 

Francesco Riggio waves stick for 
second consecutive Civic Orch. sea- 
son. 

‘he English Singers into Yale’s 
Sprague Hall for single concert 
(2d). 

Kay Fayre mixed a little local 
broadcasting with her Par stage 
work. 

“rank and Jim McCravy enter- 
tained Lions club in a few spare 
moments. 

Local Council of Jewish Women 
run benefit showing of ‘Michael and 
Mary’ film, 

Palace gets under wire first with 
New Year's Eve midnite show an- 
nouncement, 

Four Albee Sisters took time out 
from Par to put on okay exhib in 
local billiard parlor. 

George Dowell, Yale Drama 
School, directing Evening High 
Players in three one-acters. 

Locals remember Nikolai Sokoloff, 
new conductor of N. Y. Symphony, 
when he wore short pants here, 

Yale Drama School's first of sea- 
gon will be ‘The King’s Coat’ by 
Fritz Kleibacher, drama _ student. 


warbling debut 


Prof. Baker will direct. Sets by 
Donald Oenslager. 
Edith Wynne Mathison, Wm. 


Lyon Phelps and Prof. Baker to 
speak on play production at fall 
meeting of New England Assn. of 
English Teachers here. 

Here and there: Tom Clark 
thumbing a ride...Floyd Stuart in 
and out of Max’s...Jack Sanson 
looking happier over sick family’s 
mending...John Grinold missing his 
summer boarders...Sam Horwarth 
and that pipe... Ruth Quint inter- 
viewing theatrical celebs...George 
Smith guarding Par backstage 
stronghold...Walter Lloyd looking 
spotless in a tux...Eddie Murphy 
burning more midnite oil...Alec 
Bookspan handsomer (?) than ever 
..-Daggett Lee Shubert first-niting 
...-Harry Feldman boulevarding on 
College street...and Eddie Weaver 
crashing that free turkey dinner, 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Many Orpheum acts laying off 
here over holidays. 

Jonnny Branton, 
booker, a flu sufferer. 

Fay Tyler, erstwhile Publix press 
agent, ties up with Tribune. 

United Artists held preview of 
‘Cynara’ for trade at Pantages. 

* Kay Green copping some import- 
ant hotel dates for his orchestra. 

Bill Lindbergh. of Schroeder hotel, 
Milwaukee, here scouting orches- 
tras. 

Ted Colvin, 
theatre doorman, 
janitor. 

Publix Uptown gave special morn- 
ing showings of ‘Life Begins’ for 
women only. 

Stan Hubbard, manager of KSTP 
(NBC chain) radio station in New 
York on business. 

Marvin C. Park, Orpheum man- 
ager, recuperating in Eitel hospital 
after successful operation. 

Eddie Dundstedter, former 
Publix organist, hooked up 
several radio programs here. 

Publix using country stores and 
some of neigh- 


Publix shorts 


Minnesota 
school 


former 
now a 


ace 
with 


musical revues at 
borhood houses on dull nights. 
Cedric Adams, prominent local 
humorist, made bow as master of 
ceremonies at Publix Uptown the- 
atre. 
Joe Sekyra’s wife became mother 
of a 9-pound baby in New York 
while he was training here for 


bout in which Art Lasky, promis- 


HATTER 








ing local Jewish heavyweight, 
knocked him out the day following 
receipt of tidings. 

Eddie Kueppers, State press 
agent, again on sick list after tak- 
ing whirl at his desk following sup- 
posed recovery. 

Despite notice given to etage 
hands and musicians, local Or- 
pheum not to close for two weeks 
before Christmas. 

Municipal Auditorium here showed 
loss of $2,921 for year, not including 
depreciation, interest on investment 
and other charges. 

Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
broke its attendance records at pop 
Sunday afternoon concert with Ro- 
land Hayes as soloist. 

Gordon McKinnon, former as- 
sistant Minnesota theatre manager, 
now running house for Harold 
Finkelstein at Perry, Ia. 

WRHM radio station here granted 
license renewal, but refused full 
time request and must share air 
channel with two other Northwest 
stations. 





| San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Flu’s around and hurting biz. 

Horse marathon folded. No pa- 
tronage. 

Bill Andrews the 
MJB program. 

Arvid Erickson managing and 
p.aing St. Francis. 

John and Ned back at NBC after 
month in Los Angeles. 

Shooting and stabbing scrapes 
sounding deathknell of local walka- 
thons. 

Maxie Rosenbloom, light heavy- 
weight champ, dickering with Mack 
Sennett for fight shorts. 

Lou Emmel wants to return that 
silver chisel to the donors because 
it wasn’t marked ‘sterling.’ 

Clarence Myers into ad agency 
business, meanwhile doubling as 
columnist for ‘Broadcast Weekly.’ 

Harry Ettling readying his an- 


announcing 


nual New Year’s show for San 
Quentin inmates, It'll be his eigh- 
teenth. 


Judd Clark gets the publicity as- 
signment at Warners this week, 
stepping up from assistant’s post to 
succeed Pat Casey. 

Mark Kellar, division manager of 
Golden State Theatres, is being sued 
for a divorce by his wife, Mrs. Ro- 
sita Erend du Rand-Freymond Kel- 
lar, Oakland beauty shop operator. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








A. B. ‘Tony’ Anderson, who be- 
tween cures worked himself up 
from usher to manager of the Pon- 
tiac theatre here, knocked off the 
first prize, getting $500 in the man- 
agers’ ability drive conducted by 
the Skouras Brothers. 

Thanksgiving isn’t Thanksgiving 
without that kindly thought of 
Jerry Vogel of the Plaza Music Co. 
Every patient was remembered, 
ladies receiving a beautiful box of 
writing paper and postage stamps 
and the men received a mess of 
smokes, 

Dannamora inmates were handed 
a treat via a ten-act vaudeville 
show sponsored and put on by 
Danny Murphy, the Jack Pear] of 
Saranac. Father Booth and War- 
den Murphy stated that it was the 
best show seen in years at the Big- 
house. 

Past month a record breaker on 
check-ups. Among those who were 
given the arrested case okay were 
George Neville, Eddie Voss, Harry 
English, Joe Baker, Charles Libe- 
cap and Helen O’Reilly. Every one 
left to resume work. 

Parade of the day....Winter is 
here, meaning red flannels, ear-laps, 
electric pads and timber-wolf socks. 
....-Olga Gaier moved into the in- 
firmary department with a slight 
setback....Louis Rheingold writing 
songs, trying them out on the help 
first; his health is good....Joe Mc- 
Cormick, new here, now on exer- 
cise; extra good comeback... .Leon- 
ard Cowley gets downtown okay 
with added walking around; doing 
good with pneumo-thorax....Fifi 
Climas, who is doing a strictly abed 
routine, holding up to fairly good 
results....Gladys Palmer gladdened 
bv the visit of Chicago relatives.... 
Mae Delany, after two solid years of 
gritty fighting, took her first motor 


Dorothy Harvard up for mild exer- 
cise—very little walking; that little 
lady saw about two years of the 
bed; great comeback....Lillian 
Ziecler has this thing about licked: 
faithful to the cure giv’s Ler a 100% 


report....Roy Gordon was a san 
ecaller....Taxi war on; battle royal; 
10 cents a head to any place in 
town....Annemae Powers still on a 


strictly abed diet; doing fairly well. 
....- Tom ‘Cy’ Lenihan left that hos- 
pital ward in Los Angeles; now 
sapping up the cure at 907 North 
| Third avenue, Tucson, Arizona.... 
j; Harry English now located in Den- 





ver, Colorado; sez eats are cheap 
there and the curing cheaper.... 
Frank Garfield, after spending the 
summer in New Hampshire hills, 
back at the lodge to sap up this 
100 Adirondack ozone....Joseph 
Parker on the cometack side with 
plenty okays; boy is doing wonder- 
ful....Guy H. Phillips, that Hoosick 
Falls 1.A.T.S.E. boy, sure does use 
every advantage to spread good 
cheer among the § sick....Fritz 
Bender, formerly connected with 
the Proctor interest, is a new- 
comer at the lodge, under ob- 
servation....Edith Cohen has joined 
the pneumo-thorax squad; taking 
the gas to a 100% result oke....Al- 
bert Jocker, orchestra leader and 
musician deluxe, is a new arrival at 
the san, a little run down; will be 
up and around soon....Marion 
Greene New York bound for a 
change of diet, feeling oke....Rita 
Nolan got the final okay at the Ray- 
brook san; leaving for the big town. 
....Stella Barrett, who is still bed- 
ding it, showing up on the okay 
side....Teddy Lorraine, Tupper 
Lake, N. Y., not so well....Chris 
Hagedorn weathered the first opera- 
tion okay; lost three ribs during the 
first session; next operation due in 
ten days; gritty boy, that Chris.... 
Artie Lewis, well-known burlesque 
straight man, had a bad break and 
ts taking the cure; write him in 
care Sanatorium, Waverly, Ken- 
tucky; those cheerful letters help a 
new curer....Loran Newell, since 
the visit of Betty Clark, showing up 
on the oke side and to a 90% col- 
lapse via that pneumo-thorax thing, 
downtown on special occasions.... 
Lodge looked like old home week on 
Thanksgiving Day, every patient 
enjoying themselves plenty. A little 
song, a little gag, a little game 
helped to make it a gala day.... 
And are you writing to those that 
you know in Saranac and else- 
where that are sick? 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 60) 


cafe in the Chicago Century of 
Progress Exposition next year. It 
wii! be called ‘Old Heidelbere’ and 
will accommodate 1,500 diners. 
Bitels in years past operated Bis- 
marck Gardens and Marigold Gar- 
dens, once famous wiener schnitzel 
parlors. 











Press querying whether Tom 
Gallery is to marry Madge Evans in 
Hollywood. Probably. Thomas is 
the ex-husband of Zasu Pitts. 





Dramatic association of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago staged a new 
play, ‘The Extra Five,’ by Knowles 
Entrikin. Same playwright had 
‘Seed of the Brute’ produced on 
Broadway. 





George Christos, manager of four 
theatres, was slugged by two gun- 
men who held him up at the Em- 
press, Chicago. They scooped up 
$2,500 in cash and escaped. 





Publix Taxicabs Service now ope- 
rating 22 cut-rate tickers have been 
allowed to remain on the Chicago 
streets despite Yellow Cab opposi- 
tion. A new ordinance is being 
framed to protect the interests of 
the cheaper cabs, whose rates are 
almost 50% under Yellow. 





Sally Rand announced that she 
would appear at the Stevens Hotel 
Artists ball as Lady Godiva in a 
costume consisting of two fans. 
That was okay, said Cati Mount, di- 
rector of the affair, but she’d have 
to have an extra ticket for the 
horse. 


Col. Zack Miller, of 101 Ranch 
fame, had a friend in Gov. Bill Mur- 
ray of Oklahoma, who called out the 
militia to release the ranchman from 
the jail to which lawyers for his 
wife had maneuvered him. Miller 
hasn’t, and says he will not, pay his 
wife alimony as ordered. Governor 
released him on the plea that a citi- 
zen of Oklahoma may not be jailed 
for debt. 








Prince Serge Mdivani, husband of 
Mary McCormic, former Chicago 
Civie opera singer, was loaned $33,- 
006 by the London office of Samuel 
Insull. This was testified in the 
bankruptcy hearings on Insull Utili- 
ties Investments. Purpose of the 
loan was to allow the Prince to buy 
Insull stock as a favored customer. 





Robert S. Abbott, millionaire 
Negro owner of the ‘Chicago De- 
fender,’ weekly newspaper, and 


‘Abbott Magazine,’ monthly, was or- 
dered to pay $300 a month alimony 
to his wife pending settlement of a 
separate maintenance action. She 
asked for $1,500. 

Abbott was in court In a wheel 
chair due to a lingering illness. 





Joseph H. Finn, formerly with 
Paramount, among other corporate 
connections, joined the Reincke- 
Ellis company, Chicago. He was 


first v.-p. of McJunkin’s advertising 
.eney for 14 years. 





Ponca City has no more free 
Lew Wentz some years ago 
set up a gratis theatre, but it was 


films 





never converted to sound and now 
ithe supply of silent pictures has | 
been entirely exhausted. 
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FOLIES BERGERE 


(Continued from page 46) 


giants, while the houses aiso in- 
crease in the background, and 
process again similarly reverting to 
the midgets. No big punch, but at 
least a colorful effect 


After this, a railroad crossing, 
with Florelle as the keeper, sup- 
ported by the Blue Bell's gir's, is 
meaningless. Then the midgets are 
once more used aS gnomes to open 
what is meant to be hell's gate, and 
the finale of the first act shows 
behind this door hea ‘en instead of 
hell. 


A glass staircase fills one side of 
the stage, the rest being a black- 
drop with more mirrors an@ pillars 
in cut glass. The whole personnel, 
including the midgets, fills the 
stage, with Georgia Graves doing 
her final dance coming down the 
stairs, followed by another dance— 


also very good—by Tillio, with 
Helen Troutowska and Irene 
Strozzi. 

After intermission there is a 


White Horse Inn idea, again with 
midgets, and the Ukranian Septuor 
doing Tyroleon farmers. Then comes 
the bridge of a big ship, with naval 
officers frightened they are going 
to strike a mine. Set is struck, and 
the sea is shown at night, with silk 
moving for waves. From a back 
wing enters an enormous prop, giv- 
ing the impression of a big liner 
with all lights on arriving in the 
dark, and very well done. An ex- 
plosion follows, and liner fs set on 
fire and founders. Exceedingly tact- 
less, considering circumstances and 
the recent and current worries of 
the French mercantile marine, 
whilst it might easily have been 
changed by doing away with the 
explosion and.turning it into a 
happy and successful launching. 


Then comes a skit on ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform,’ first showing the gir) 
brought to school by her mother, 
and after this, what is intended to 
be a love course given in the class- 
room to ‘maedchen’ distinctly with- 
out uniform, and this is the first 
time there is any nudity in the 
show. 

Next comes Florelle getting up 
from the audience and protesting 
nudity to give a plug to her recent 
film, ‘Naked Woman.’ After she 
has gone on stage, she disappears, 
and a new sequence comes in. Idea 
is the wedding of a bee queen to an 
unfortunate drone bee who is to die 
after the wedding. Set, with several 
slight alterations, centers on a bee- 
hive, with Helen Troutowska doing 
the bee queen, and Tillio the lover. 
The Spark Rallet is used plentifully, 
as is also a midget. Bees dresses 
are cheap, but Tillio does some good 
steps, though the show ends ridicu- 
lously by the bee queen shooting her 
lover to death with a gun instead 
of what might have been the beau- 
tiful equivalent of a swansong. 
Helen Troutowska is worth a pic- 
ture test. The ‘Miracle’ idea of the 
mob closing round the principals 
and screening them from view has 
been lifted. 

Another sketch by Drean fails to 
register, inspired by a woman re- 
cently complaining to the police that 
her jealous husband had for the last 
ten years compelled her to wear a 
heavy belt. 

The South Sea Island idea is next 
introduced, with Florelle as the 
tropical queen, and followed by a 
sketch showing two huge picture 
frames lighted inside of which stand 
out two midgets—one a kid soldier 
and the other one a dancer, remind- 
ful of the paintings of the recent 
Manet exhibition. Kid soldier plays 
the flute, and both come out of their 
frames when the dance advances. 
Another idea in paintings is intro- 
duced by the Pallos yodlers and the 
Blue Bell’s girls, but idea being in 
modernistic art, Following feature 
might have carried some punch if 
properly exploited. First of all the 
entrance of a circus is shown, and 
then the inside of the top with a 
big steel arena cage, very remind- 
ful of the equipment of the Cirque 
d'Hiver, during the lion and tiger 
taming acts recently reported, ex- 
cept that the woman tamer is re- 
placed by Tillio, the dancer, and the 
wild animals by stripped girls of the 
Spark Ballet, with Tillio’s two gir] 
supports doing a star turn. They 
do a very good dance, 

After this, the skit on Bourdet’s 
play, ‘Fleur des Polis,’ comes, first 
showing a very respectable family 
man, wife and two nephews, leav- 
ing to go to the show. A fortnight 
later, having seen it they are nanci- 
fied to the extent that the old man 
wants to make his valet, and with 
his nephews tries to seduce a plum- 


| ber. 

The finale of the revue is a golden 
igrotto of cheap appearance, with the 
whole femme element crowding In, 
and Yierelle making her final bow. 
Florelle’s recent motor accident 
deesnt interfere in the least with 
her stage work. | 

No name conld save such a mis- | 
erable show. Only explanation can 
be that management anticipates but 
small bu this year, and espe- 


iness 
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SIR HARRY LAUDER 


(Corn .ued from page 47) 
lish with a tap dance while balanc- 
ing on the globes. Fair opener, 


Deuce spot has Major Jeroine, xylo- 
phonist. Youngsters, with a good 
personality, spanks the planks for 
three numbers. Hollywood elite 
made the lad do an encore, Madie 
and Ray, who recently played here 
in an RKO unit, followed. Pair are 
now doing more tap dancing than 
rope-spinning. Too bad, they're 
good rope spinners, but their danc- 
ing is very ordinary. Sir Harry fol- 
lows the pair, singing two numbers 
before the intermission. 


Helene Yorke and Virginia Johne- 
son, both former musical comedy 
primas, open after the rest period, 
Girls did three numbers to good ree 
turns. Vaude bill surrounding 
Lauder is usually of little impor- 
tance. Audiences come to see the 
comedian, and are politely indulgent 
with the remainder of his company. 
Wise Lauder fans remained out of 
the theatre until the star came on, 
then came trooping down the aisles 
as he made his first entrance. 

Following the Hollywood date 


Lauder played a week of one- 
nighters south of Los Angeles, 
Thursday (8) he returns to the 


Philharmonic Auditorium, L. A., for 
three days. Following that he 
starts east through Texas. Cail, 





Headin’ for Heaven 


Beverly Hills, Nov. 29. 


_ New play produced by the Beverly Hille 
Community Players, little theatre group 
By Sherrill Webb and Daniel Erown. Die 
rected by Eliot Duvey. In three acts 
Cast included Ferris Taylor, Beth Golden, 
Mrs. William Holden (Louise Osborne) 
Zoe Lester, Joan Blackmore, Katherine 
Warfield, Brock Martin, Frances Brachetto, 
Cecil Powell, Carrington Lewie, Marjorie 
Warfield, Dr. Herbert Emsheimer, G 
Campbell Christy and Robert Balzer. 





Funny enough in a little theatre 
where local enthusiasts have 
learned not to expect too much, 
‘Headin’ for Heaven’ couldn't stand 
up in a commercial house. Story 
is full of holes. Yarn is supposed 
to be modern, yet deals with real 
estate booms and making money on 
the stock market. Play in this re- 
spect is more like a revival of a 
pre-depression effort. 

Ferris Taylor, stock actor for 
many years, has the chief part, an 
ill and grouchy retired business 
man for whom the doctors have 
predicted an early death. Taylor 
carried the play on his shoulders 
nicely, and took any acting honors 
that were there. Rest of the cast 
just average. 

Finish of the ~lay has a seance in 
which the family of Taylor, sup- 
posed to have been murdered, con- 
verse with his spirit. He razzes 
them for the hard way they treated 
him while he was alive. Ending has 
Taylor pulling off his phosphores- 
cent halo and telling the family he’s 
very much alive and it’s too bad for 
them because they don't get his life 
insurance after all. 

Doctors have told Taylor he has 
only four months to live. Taylor is 
s0 tickled at the idea of an early 
death (one of the play’s improba- 
bilties) he staris to smoke, drink 
and play the sax to hurry his de- 
mise. Later he learns the doctors 
made a mistake, having based their 
reports on the X-rays of another 
man much sicker than Taylor. 

At a little theatre booking, play 
was oke, as the audience went for 
it in a big way. 





Etiquette Course 





(Continued from page 51) 


only after serving long apprentice- 
ships in lesser ballrooms and grad- 
ually working up to the polish, 
poise, and practiced grace they 
deem equal to the strain. Not that 
Aragon bars them but its style and 
dignity awes many a yokel. 
Ettiquette Lessons 


Aragon itself some time ago con- 
ducted a course in the social nice- 
ties of the dance, This sandpaper- 
ing service was free and several 
hundred youths were not too 
proud to be told the right way and 
the wrong way of ballroom etti- 
quette, Although one of the largest 
capacities in the country Aragon 
employs only two floor men and 
almost never has to bounce any- 
body. 

Aragon is now campaigning over 
WGN with a ‘dance and stay 
young’ slogan to attract elderly 
people to its Friday waltz nights, 
Aragon long ago abandoned give- 
aways, premiums, prize drawings 
for automobiles and similar stunts 
: old fashioned and useless as weil 
as undignified. 

Like every other ballroom in the 
country Aragon dreams of another 
That was before Coo)- 
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A ge icg, oe , m?| They laughed at everything, but Hughes f he films, tl 0 rina] | dance that’s a wow. Girl winds up MET BROOK 
(women) whose voices blend effec- . , de Meee eeseien & bean ughes from the films, the nominé ith a lively torso dance and °9 
tively with Smith's. Before the|™OSt of the stuff carries a ‘aug’ | headliner, provides the ‘name.’ But a ased lerately ; 
week is far gone, undoubtedly John- where they are more particular. House is holding down his end of | P enaee maee ota “yA ne eet Ae al There's a poor week ahead for the 
ill shave dow 22 min- Valentine Vox scored as usual in| the job in the better fashion. He Everts an sowry, AD Met. Partly because the pre-holi- 
son Will shave down on the 22 min iddl e. dol ’ famili : ‘ ballroo dancers, with an . 
utes his act reached Saturday. It’s| te middle spot, doing his familar! garners plenty of laughs and ap-| Woman ballroom wf Sia day lull is setting in and partly due 
too long for best results even if|2¢t; 2nd the closer went to Rosett | plause, while the Hughes name ap- | UPprogrammed femme doing same | tg the picture. Stage has three well- 
' ’ and Luttman, who open with what intricate acrobatic dancing while|;nown acts in Gus Van, Herb Wil- 


lighting, the frame gag and every- 
thing else is working right. 

The York and King hodge-podge 
preceded Johnson, going on third 
and doing 26 minutes. This is okay 
since Y and K have a wagon-load 
of stuff to coffer and maintain a 
pretty high laugh-setting pace all 
the way through, 

More than ever before, which is 
saying some, Chick York and the 
missus strive to entertain their 
audience, at the same time making 
everyone feel very much at home 
with them. They tied up the show 
on a heavy mitt, and for an encore 
did a burlesque speech topped by a 
dance double. This let 'em away, 
but it was about time. 

There are two acts on the bill 
working in ‘one,’ the Harris Boys 
and the team of Mady and Partner. 
They are similar in that acrobatics 
figure importantly in routines of 
both. Why RKO ever put these two 
particular turns on one show, and 
particularly a four-acter where one 
would have to follow the other, is 
one of. those enigmas of booking- 
dom. 

In this case it was a break for the 
Harrises, who opened. Much of the 
effect of the Mady and Partner act 
following was dulled. This is a for- 
eign importation and a fairly good 
little act, but in need of better 
dressing and presentation. 

The girl, apparently Mady, is a 
cutup who with her male teammate 
figures in a lot of tricky acrobatics 
designed largely for laughs. Act 
could be tightened up with the talk 
either coming out or being punched 
up. A dual rope-skipping bit with 
the man on his back makes for 4 
close that took team over better 
than fair despite their handicaps. 

Harris Boys, with Loretta Allen, 
is one of the best turns of its kind 
and worthy of better spots than 
opening. They might have been 
better here for No. 2 since they lean 
quite a bit to dancing, though acro- 
batics is the routine’s base. 

Miss Allen’s acrobatic single with 
twist handsprings to splits, and the 
three-way adagio with a strong acro 
slant, stand out stropg in the act’s 
framework. Attracted a big salvo 
of applause here when caught. 

Binatire vaude bill 65 minutes. 

Char, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Maybe Christmas shopping time 
in some spots, but it’s just Gable 
and Harlow up in Yorkville where 
the solid German mommers are in 
the majority at the mats, with the 
lower floor about 90% filled the 
opening afternoon. What they did 
to them Sat. is probably good news 
to the home office. They had the 
stock pens up in the lobby late Fri- 
day afternoon. 

Show is no paper flash. It goes 
together well with plenty of laughs, 


but a little shy on girls. Oscar 
Lorraine, in next to the windup, 
was the big panic, and after 19 


minutes he had to come back for 
a curtain speech which ran into a 
monolog. Lorraine’s act does not 
suggest casually that it took much 
thought to frame up, but evidently 
it was all well weighed, for each 
fresh move works to a new buildup. 





used to be known as an adagio be- 
fore acrobatic stunts used that for 
an alias. In other words it’s straight 
ballet work, and pleasantly done. 
The man does an eccentric dance, 
not so hot and girl comes on for one 
of those dances which mean some- 
thing if you know what it means. 
Yorkville is not up on _ interpre- 
tative dancing, so it was just some 
gestures and a little footwork set 
to music. 

Finale is also held down by being 
too classical, in spite of the fact 
it offers the dancers in a hot num- 
ber. Not as hot as the girl’s cos- 
tume would indicate. She is in- 
hibited by the ballet conventions 
and does not turn loose. Audience 
liked best the two blonde girls who 


spelled them in their costume 
changes. Yorkville knows its sing- 
ing. Act does better where the 
audience knows more about good 
dancing. 

Picture is ‘Red Dust’ (Metro) 
with a Silly Symphony and the 
newsreel. Show runs three hours 


with 65 of that for the vaude in- 
cluding a well-played eight-minute 
overture by Milt Franklyn. Chic, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 3. 


Eight-act ‘Golden Jubilee Bill’ 
runs well and gives satisfaction. Of 
its ability to draw some doubt may 
be expressed, that going double for 
the picture, ‘He Learned About 
Women’ (Par) a B&K reject and 
just the sort of picture that gets 
booked in December. Still, business 
on the first show Saturday was 
pretty fair. 

Corbitt Twins and Johnny Coke 
did nicely opening. Allen and Can- 
field, two performers who need a 
better act, also did nicely, but with 
brighter. equipment would not have 
to be satisfied with the subdued ad- 
jectives. Woman has developed a 
peach of a grotesque comedy style, 
but the turn peters out and falls 
short of its own possibilities. 

In need of production doctoring 
and overboard on numbers of one 
pattern is the Lew Pollock revue 
which treyed. Three girls are all 
blondes and work much alike, al- 
tnough one does toe work to vary 
the tapping by the others. Individ- 
ually they are okay. Tenor with a 
left arm that gives him a lot of 
trouble participates, 

Remarkable skill with his larnyx 
combined with an unusually plastic 
physiognomy makes Cookie Bowers 
an interesting mimic who keeps his 
audience continuously amused. And 
the hilarity at moments becomes 
tempestuous. He was a solid hit at 
the matinee. 

Harry Cooper, golf 
with Johnny Small, presented an 
engrossing exhibition of trick and 
fancy shots that is good vaudeville 
novelty with just enough giggles in- 
corporated to relieve the straight- 
away skill. Soft balls driven by 
Cooper into the audience were an- 
nounced as containing slips that en- 
titled the catcher to a free Spauld- 
ing Kro-flite at the box office. Did 
they fight to catch those balls! 

Better, funnier, less laborious 
hokum is now being dished out by 
Joe Marks and his associates. Con- 
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RKO STATE-LAKE 
CHICAGO 
OLSEN and JOHNSON 


With Their Beauty Chorus and 50 
Comedians 
—ON THE SCREEN— 
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structive suggestions are to omit 
that second curtain speech and to 
| find a more attractive dancing cos- 
ltume for the woman who, after 
making a _ stately appearance in 
satin, returns in a black lace affair 
of an unbecoming length. Act got 
plenty of results in laughs and ap- 
plause. 

Rae Samuels, whose assured ease 
of manner is a pleasure in itself, 
has a pip act with incidental sup- 
port by a nice-looking and capable 
painist and a young sub-debutante 
who dances with much personality. 
Miss Samuels was an easy victor all 
the way. 

Sandy Lang, ever the showman, 
has a colorful and novel setting for 
his roller skating and the act closed 
neatly. Land, 
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parently means little or nothing to 
the box-office, judging by the pa- 
tronage. And, as to the value of 
names, House gets almost as big a 
hand as Hughes on his initial ap- 
pearance. 


The bill, in its entirety, while 
nothing to write home about and 
minus anything resembling a smash 
hit or strong punch, sizes up as 
moderately satisfactory. The Mae 
Wynne foursome, two girls and two 
boys, open with a tap and acrobatic 
dance offering which runs too long 
and suffers from lack of variety. 
One of the girls exhibits a shapely 
figure that rivets masculine atten- 
tion. The four dance well and the 
act is neatly and colorfully cos- 
tumed and staged. A tap number 
by the quartet down a flight of 
steps and some tap drumming imi- 
tations atop a make-believe drum 
feature the act, 

Herman Hyde, aided by a striking 

and unusual looking, wiggly bru- 
nette, holds down the No. 2 spot 
very capably with a mixture of 
clowning and music. Hyde inter- 
sperses his instrumental playing 
with plenty of effective comedy 
business and the girl, after resent- 
ing Hyde's tomfooleries and inter- 
ruptions and affecting an air of 
dignity and sedateness, suddenly 
breaks out in hot wriggling. She 
winds up as a sizzling coach and 
hula hula dancer and a nut comic. 
Hyde tops off his fooling with an 
eccentric dance. 
As rotund, breezy and jovial as 
ever, Billy House is received en- 
thusiastically in his old skit ‘Reso- 
lutions,’ concerning the married man 
who is surprised by the unexpected 
return of his wife while entertain- 
ing several femmes at a gay New 
Year's eve party. The skit is sim- 
ply a peg on which to hang House’s 
pleasantries, grimaces, songs and 
comedy business. 

About mid-way in the act, House 
temporarily discards the plot and 
takes the role of a master of cere- 
monies to introduce his piano player, 
Sid Lewis, as the composer of sev- 
eral pop song hits. Two girl dancers 
have little opportunity to show their 
wares. The comedy business in the 
act has been little changed, the of- 
fering does not hold as much enter- 
tainment as House usually furnishes 
and many of the comedian’s extem- 
poraneous side remarks about lay- 
offs and Milwaukee tickled the play- 
ers and musicians in the pit, but 
meant nary a thing to the paying 
customers. 

Mr. Hughes surprises by deviating 
from the usual Hollywood patter 
and presenting a straightforward, 
simple singing act without the ac- 
customed hooey about his film ex- 
periences and the picture colony 
people. His voice is fair and he 
has a modest, pleasant manner and 
clean-cut, good looks and the audi- 
ence indicates that it likes him and 
his singing. A very able male pian- 
ist furnishes his accompaniments. 
Hughes goes through his program 
of pop numbers, including one new 
song especially written for him, in 
workmanlike fashion, attempting no 
speechmaking or comedy. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., together with his 
parents, are on last in one and not 
such a hot wind-up act. Here again 
one of the troubles is that the act 
is practically unchanged from a 
number of previous presentations 
and dancing ts virtually the same as 
before. 

On 
House’ 
thing, 
edy. 
performance. 


the screen ‘The Old Dark 
(U), which didn’t mean a 
and Pathe News and a com- 
A small house at the supper 
Rees. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 1. 
accident sustained by a 
member of The Kanes, wire act; a 
splitup between Earl LaVier and 
Jane Jones, and decision to drop the 
3o0n Bon Buddies from the current 
bill necessitated a last-minute 
booking shift today, but house 
wound up with a fairly satisfactory 
program. Three of the five acts 
were to the queen's taste; the other 
j two, after a little pruning and 
; speeding up, should join the 
| clickers. 
| Smuroff Revue, 
open mostly; with 
| and a couple of 
| for ;sood measure. One of the 
} was particularly effective with 


Minor 





with 


eight femmes, 
dancing routines 
ballads 


— 
virle 
g21ris 





| 


thrown in| 


her | 


the pair are making a change, offer 
a class act and fit in nicely in the 
closing spot. All three work witn 
apparent ease, and there is no flaw 
to find with their stepping. 

‘One-Way Passage’ (WB), news 
and cartoon complete the show. 
Biz about 95% lower floor capacity 
on opening mat. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Dec. 2. 


Pre-Xmas return to five acts after 
big show last week ard mild 
weather encouraging window shop- 
pers are dipping this house below 
average, althourh vaude is well up 
to standard. Frank Richardson 
headlined, but came on too early, 
before crowd had warmed up and 
had listless reception. Eddie San- 
born sandwiched his orchestra turn 
between feature and shorts with 
selections from ‘Desert Song.’ 

Opener was Earl, Jack and Betty, 
roller skate act, nicely dressed and 
combining acrobatics with the skat- 
ing. Dangerous-looking swing trick 
with one of trio grazing stage as his 
face swung around roused custom- 
ers and earned turn good hand. 

Headliner, Frank Richardson, fol- 
lowed in second spot with Sunshine 
Susie, doing negro songs with blues 
and fast line of patter. Fans not 
greatly interested at first, but gave 
him fair applause at finish on fever- 
ish efforts to work up to fasi close. 

Vic Oliver in the trey stopped the 


show. Femme fiddler in support, 
and Eddie Sanborn helped with 
gags. Oliver, however, made the 


whole show by tricky patter, some- 
times close to the raw, but never 
quite overstepping. Played piano 
and violin well in intervals. First 
turn to get a call. Some of his de- 
pression gags new here and went 
over big, with fans glad of a laugh 
at their troubles. 

Jack Pe per, uke and blues, with 
two men -1 support, introduced by 
Oliver, had speedy line which 
pleased. At the finish, when ensem- 
ble play guitar and a couple of 
combs and tissue paper, mob gave 
the act a real encore. 

Last act, Glory Lee, 
three girls and two man in acro- 
batic dancing and tumbling. This 
was the only dancing act of the bill. 
Glory Lee’s dancing collected plau- 
dits. Nicely-dressed act with nov- 
elties, including Russian dance ac- 
companied by accordion. Ensemble 
closed act. 

‘Hot Saturday’ (Par), comedy 
shorts, newsreel complete show. 


VALENCIA, QUEENS 


This Loew de luxer is the mother 
house for vaude in Queens, which is 
the largest and fastest growing 
boro of the city, Jamaica, is the 
hub for central Queens, which in- 
cludes scores of small and progres- 
sive communities. It is also the 
centre for many Long Island towns 
on the south shore. Outside of a 
few nabe houses, which run indie 
vaude on Saturdays or Sundays, the 
Valencia is the only house showing 
vaude in this 117 square miles of 
homes. 

Whether in commemoration or 
just a coincidence, the Valencia has 
a snappy and fast vaude layout 
which is kept in good order by 
Larry Rich, who acts as the m. c. 

The overture, given by the ushers 
coached by Charley Paul, pit leader, 
opened the bill. The boys, all 
house staff, although a little nervous 
presented a neat set of songs and 
solos. They got solid: applause and 
before the week is up will go over 
with a bang. Joe Stoves with his 
organ got some good response with 
his songfest. 

Lee Gails, 


featured 


troupe of three girls 


liams, and the Michons, standards, 
but oft-repeated. ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchu’ (M-G) is the weak screen 
draw. 

The fact that the Met is playing 
the film day and date with the 
Capitol, Broadway, suggests that 
Loew's is facing a shortage of prod- 
uct for its neighborhood deluxers 
like the Met and maybe generally. 

The Earl Lindsay Reve, which 

opens, is negative entertainment, 
Jacques Renard, air band troupe, 
closes but overstays a little on time, 
although as an individual turn, and 
away from the current program, the 
outfit is class and tuneful. 

Renard himself solos with a violin’ 
that’s a high point in the band pres- 
entation. Besides which he carries 
the Four Eton Boys, trim quartet 
of warblers and proteges of Meyer 
Horowitz, proprietor of the Village 
Nut Club. Also, the Do Re Mi girl 
harmony trio 

Gus Van got a couple of bows on 
his fine song characterizations, but 
deserved a half dozen at least. But 
that’s the way of Met customers. 
Even the Michons, who preceded 
Van, had a hard time at the Satur- 
day night supper show getting 
started with their comickery. The 
customers didn't perk until the 
slimmer of the two brothers began 
his breakneck twists around the 
jumping board. 

Williams scored while his act was 
in progress, but even he walked off 
no better than luke warm. 

The vaude program seemed to lack 
cohesive quality. Each act taking 
its fully allotted time made the 
show drag and it seemed episodic. 
Around 100 minutes are consumed 
by the five acts, and that’s away be- 
yond reasonable amusement meas- 
ure. 

3esides which there's this to fige- 
ure, that at the Met it’s tough if the 
customers don’t like you, but it’s 
almost as bad if they know you too 
well, Shan, 





Allentown Fair Profit 


Dec. 5. 
Fair 


Easton, Pa., 


The vreater Allentown 


showed a profit of $3,689 during 
the year, report of F. C. Hausman, 
treasurer, shows. This is consid- 


ered good as directors feared that 
loss would have to be taken. 


Income during fair week was 


$96,742 and expenses, $93,053. Over 
$17,000 was spent for attractions 
and music, 





Skene’s Ringside Story 
Don Skene, who formerly covered 


boxing for the New York ‘Herald- 
Tribune,’ pulled an O'Neill. He hied 


away to Bermuda and wrote a book, 
It is called ‘The Red Tiger,’ a 
prizefight story. 





LETTERS 


_When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk. 
POSTCARDS. ADVERTISING’ or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
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Brice Monte 
Kilbride Percy 


Bob 
Mitchell Robert J 


Collins James 
Lewis 
Gerald Frances 
Gonzales Maria 
Griggs Felecea or 
Enid 
Hawkins Virginia 
Hickson Richard 
foffman Gertrude 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New Vork City 
My New Assortment of CHRISTMAS 


Potter Charles 
Proctor Pearl 


Wright Andy 











and three 


boys, opened the vaude 
and were 


greeted Friday afternoon | 
(2) by a good sized house, They | 
dance, sing, play instruments and | 
are busy all the time. Ruth Ford | 
i 


GREETING CARDS Is Now Ready. 
21 Beautiful CARDS and FOLDERS, 
Boxed, Postpaid, for 


One Dollar 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 
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ing to him (Carruthers), but tied 
up as a bond in the litigation over 
the Ubangi savages and involving 
Terry Turner, 
zer. 

Fowzer had refused to sign the 
necessary papers for Carruthers 
and was leaving the United States 
for an eight-months trip when 
service was obtained without which 
money would have been frozen until 
his return. 

Carruthers will win by 
with Fowzer on high seas, 


Girls From Dixie Co. 
Strands in Reading 


WHEEL LOSt 2 
MORE, 10 LEFT 


wheel 





Two more Empire shows 
fold up Dec. 10 to bring the num- 
ber of troupes down to the corre- 
sponding number of houses, Latest 
house to go off the route was the 
State, Springfield, which went dark 
Saturday (3) with intentions of re- 
opening Christmas Day with Em- 
pire-booked stock. Remaining num- 
ber of theatres and shows is 10 
/ each. 

Albany and Baltimore closed last 


default 








Reading, Pa., Dec. 5. 


The ‘Girls from Dixie” burlesque 
company booked to show at the 


w le Washington goes out ‘ 
; oe. are ° . Orpheum here Friday and Saturday, 
Y Dec. 11. - h Ton matinees and nights, but showing 
Departing companies the ©6s only Saturday, found they were far 


and Laughter’ and ‘French Frolics.’ 


ated from Dixie or anywhere else when 
are 


pay-off time arrived at the end of 
Saturday night’s show. 

Sixteen girls of the company, 
without funds, went to City Hall 
and told Police Commissioner John 
S. Giles that they had railroad 
tickets, but no cash. Giles got in 
touch with some one in authority 
in theatre affairs and finally got $4 
for each girl. 

The Friday shows were not given 
because of late arrival of the bus 
carrying the show’s props. Larger 
advertising on Saturday failed to 
correct an impression that there 
would be no Saturday shows, and 
business; none too good under nor- 
mal conditions at present, fell off. 


They blow at Providence 
Brooklyn, respectively. 


; Fowzer’s Sailing Ends 
Ubangi Case, Default 









Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Hugh Fowzer, international show- 
man, was served with a subpoena 
Friday (2) in San Francisco when 
about to sail on the President Cool- 
jdge for the Orient. Legal service 
avill give Ed Carruthers, Chicago 
outdoor showman, possession of 
/ $9,000 cash in a local bank belong- 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 36) 

















Speed Madness. (Capital.) Speedboat racing with acrobatic trimmings. 
Rich. Talmidge, Nancy Drexel. Dir. Geo. Crone. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
; Aug. 27. Rev. Oct. 11. 


transplanted to 
Time, 75 mins. 


‘Mme. Boyery’ 


wy, pep nhaly 
Dir. Albert Ray. 


nemance. (First Div.) The classic, 
ye, Y. H. B. Warner, Lila Lee. 


} Rel. Due. Rev. Aug. 30. 
‘Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac. 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22 


os. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement ef, foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Star indicates picture may be had with English titles.) 


A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri Marchand, 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 
arberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 
{ comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir, Carl Froelich. 83 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 
Brand in der Oper. (Cogstet) 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel. 
_*Broken Vow, The. (Capital) 


(German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 


July 19. 


(Polish). vhs a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 


M. Cybulski. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
_ Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Viasta 
+s Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac, Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 
Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
F Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 
/ Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gret] Theimer, 
A Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. Time, 82 mins. Rel. April 1. 
pie Jungendbeliebte. (New Era) (Ger.) Hans Stuwe, Elga Brink. Dir. 
Hans Tinter. Time, 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


ie Lustigen Weiber von Wien. (Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Bisinger, 


; Pau ee neer, Lee Parry. Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 mins. 

i Rel. July 1 
Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucie Eng- 

ische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 
Die vom Rummelplatz. (Capital) (Ger). Anny Ondra, Siegfried Arno. Dir. 
arl Lamac. 9 reels. Rel. Feb. 10. 

Ein Prinz Verliebt Sich. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Geo. Alexander, Lien 
“ Deyers, Trude Berliner. Dir. Conrad Wiene. Time, 75 mins. Rel. 
“Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical, Gustav Froelich, Marie 

Pauldler. Dir. Conrad Weins. Time, 89 mins. Rel. March 10, 

Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Comedy. Gitta Alpar, Gustav 
Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
Englische. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. Time, 91 mins. Rel. June 24. 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 





Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov 
*Legion of the Street. (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Time, 89 
mins. 
Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
(@ Porten, ‘Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 
\ Iman Braucht Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Kurt Gerren, Paul 
Henkels.. Dir. Karl Boese. Rel. Nov. 10. 
Mein eons. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. Rel. April 1 
. 14. (Capital) (Ger). Prelude to the world war. Albert Basserman, Rein- 
hold Schuenzel, Theo. Loose, Fritz Adalbert. Dir. Rich. Oswaid. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. a 
Oberst Redl. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Karl Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 
Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Elsie Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 
Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
= Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 
: "Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen, Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
*Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger). (Self explanatory.) *Carl 
Von Mayer, Helda Richards, Egon von Jordan. Dir. Robt. Slezich. 
Time, 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. (74 mins. with English titles.) 
$chubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical of Schubert's life. 
Gretl Theimer, Carl Joe ken, Siegfried Arno, Lucie Englische. Dir. Rich. 
Oswald. Time, 71 mi: tel. June 28. 
Storm over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Taenzerin von Sansouci. See ‘Barberina’. 
j Fingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). Comedy. Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 
> Elizabeth Pinajeff. Dir. Japp Speyer. Time, 93 mins, Rel. May 15. 
Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) (Pelish). Algerian story in authentic 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. Time, 89 mins. Kel. Aug. 25. 
« sWeekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). Faree. Otto Wallburg, Julius Falken- 
an Stein, Elsie Eister, Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. Land. Time, 81 mins. 
, Rel. Nov. 1. 
: Zwei Teavaten. ‘apital) (Ger). Operatic musical. Michael Bohnen, Olga 
. schec chowa, Raiph A. Roberts. Dir. Felix Beach. Rel. Jan. 19. 
wei Menschen. (Capital) (Ger). Powerful drama. Charlotte Susa, Gustav 
Toelich, Dir, Erich Waschneck, Time, 90 mins. Rel. Jan, 1, 
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‘TAKES ALFAFA BILL 
TO SPRING COL. ZACK 
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Oklahoma City, Dec. 5. 
Took the governor of Oklahoma 
and two state troopers to get Col. 


Miller out of the hoosegow. 
started early last week 
Miller got fussy about 
and appealed to 


Zack 
Ruckus 
when Mrs. 
past due alimony 
Judge Duval, of Newkirk. Okla. 
Latter remanded Miller to jail on 
contempt charges in failure to pay 
$40 a month separate maintenance 
and $100 attorney fees. 

Miller steamed yp and appealed 
to Gov. Murray through Gordon 
Hines, historian-biographer. Mur- 
ray promptly ordered circusman’s 
release, but Newkirk jurist balked. 
Whereon the governor ships. in 
coupla National Guard officers with 
orders to release Miller if it takes 
the fireworks. Executive clemency 
order charged collusion of creditors 
to seize hears Ranch properties, now 


in receiver’s hands. 
Miller Soeadans a divorce. in 
Louisiana during March, 1931, but, 


via suspensive appeal filed with the 
La. supreme court, Mrs. Miller 
claims she’s still the frau. At that 
time court ordered her husband to 
pay $150 month alimony, protemp, 
and awarded him custody of their 
three children. Alleged failure to 
pay this alimony prompted Mrs. 
Miller to seek relief in Newkirk 
court. 

In meantime Miller is under 
$2,500 worth of bonds awaiting dis- 
position of charges of assault with 
dangerous weapons incurred last 
spring when he fired at couple of 
receiver’s attaches. Case _ slated 
for Dec. 15. 


New Orleans, Dec. 6. 

A postponement of six weeks in 
the hearing of arguments in the 
case of Colonel Zach T. Miller, head 
of ‘101 Ranch,’ who won a divorce 
judgment in lower court, has been 
granted by the Supreme Court or 
Louisiana, Mrs. Miller is appealing 
the divorce decision. 

Miller brought suit for divorce 
two years ago in Catahoula county 
on statutory grounds. 


LABOR DELEGATES SEE 
NON-UNION BURLY SHOW 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 
During the holding of the A. F. of 
convention here for’ the past 
fortnight, some men wearing the 
official convention badge took in 
shows at the Empress, only burly in 
town. 

The theatre is non-union this 
season and has been bannered each 
afternoon and night since going 
that way. 

A few weeks 





L. 


ago two tear gas 
bombs were found under seats in 
the middle of the main floor. The 
pineapple story made the front 
pages of the loca) dailies. For sev- 
eral days thereafter the premises 
might as well have been quaran- 
tined so far as patronage was con- 
cerned. Then Meyer ‘Blackie’ 
Lantz, manager, showered the town 
with ducats. And the paper showed 
up at the b. o. so plentiful that 
the theatre has since been packed 
at each performance, 


But not all of the sitters are 
deadheads. Those who want seats 
at the reguiar admish scale can get 
‘em without trouble. From what's 
left are served the Annie Oakleys. 
Those who can afford it are asked 
for 25 cents, which covers ‘service 
and tax.’ If a guy with a pass 
complains about being out of work 
and dough, he’s taken care of gratis 
by being placed in the untaxed 
section. 





Burlesque and Pics Go 
Into Harlem’s San Jose 





Burlesque plus pictures goes into 
the San Jose theatre, lower Har- 
lem, Saturday (10). House changes 
its name at the same time to Har- 
lem-5th Ave. It'll be four-a-day at 
40 cents top. 

Stock company is being booked 
in by Harry Abbott, who's also in 
the show. Comedy handled by 
Solly Shaw and Charlie Bern. 
Theatre was formerly a Spanish 
stage and film house. Did well 
with the all-Spanish thing until this | | 
season, when it kept dipping more 
and more into the ged. 
Manhattan Playhouses continue 
running the house with the new! 
policy and Mack Willard remains 


| 
} 


as 





manager, 


| 


— ——— — 

FRANCESCA REDDING ular, and regarded as the ideal Wo- 

Francesca Redding Borland, 6%,/ tan, died in Munich Noy. 28. He 

legitimate and vaudeville player,! sang at the Wagner theatre, Bai- 

died Dec. 3 in the Home for Incur-| reuth, in 1897, and had filled notable 

|}ables in New York. She was for) engagements at Covent Garden and 
years a popular stock actress, tour- on the Continent. 


cuit which had 10 weeks and more 


ing in repertory with Hugh Stanton. 
Eva Tanguay was one of her pro- 
teges during that period. With 
Stanton she was the first to bring 
the dramatic playlet to vaudeville, 
appearing with him in ‘A Happy 
Pair’ for several years before the 
sketch became a craze. Later she 
split with Stanton and headed her 
own repertory company ina series | 
of plays. Her last vaudeville ap- 
pearances were with William Mor- 
ris’ independent vaudeville in a 
sketch in which she played a com- 
edy Irish character. She had been 
inactive in recent years, but prom- 
inent in the Professional Women's 
League and the Episcopal Actors’ 
Guild. Her brother was an Episco- 
pal clergyman. 


Survived by her husband, Dar- 
lowe Borland, actor. 
H. QUALLI CLARK 
H. Qualli Clark, 49, for the past 
14 years arranger for Handy Bros.’ 


Music co. leaped from the 4th floor 
of the Harlem hospital on Thanks- 
giving eve. He was impaled in the 
iron pickets of a fence, death being 
instantaneous. 

Clark came to New 
and was stage 
bar’s ‘Tennessee 


York in 1910 
manager for Dun- 
Ten’ of which the 


William 





late Florence Mills was the star. 
He had chiefly been identified with 
minstrel troupes in various musical 
capacities, both in this country and 
Australasia. 


He leaves no known relatives. 


J. W. CARSON 

J. W. Carson, 60, died in Des 
Moines Nov. 27. A veteran in the 
theatrical business, he had played 
with Madame Schumann-Heink and 
in productions of the Savage Grand 
Opera Co. He had been a director 
on both the stage and the movie lot. 
Recently he had been doing some 
radio work over station WHO. 

He is survived by his wife, Ada 
Hiest Carson, three brothers and 
three sisters. 


JACK LEROY 
Jacob Levy (Jack LeRoy) died at 


the N.V.A. sanatorium, Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., after a short illness of 


three weeks. 

He was born 44 years ago in 
Brooklyn and was in vaudeville and 
burlesque for the past 14 years. His 
last venture in vaudeville was with 
the Jack LeRoy Trio. His mother, 
father and two brothers survive. 
Interment Fiushing cemetery, Flush- 
ing, L. I. 


JOHN BENTLEY 
John Bentley, 50, formerly well 
known around Chicago as ‘Honest 
John,’ died Nov. 24 at Twin Lakes, 
Michigan, from a complication of 
diseases. For many years an agent 
on the old Keith and W.V.M.A. 
floors he was later a booker for the 
now defunct Carrell vaudeville cir- 


Wagnerian music drama was pop- |; 





Officers Selected by 


Pacific Coast Showmen |' 








|} years conductor 


the 
orchestra for 25 years. 


for 


PAUL W. SCHENCK 

Paul W. Schenck, 58, attorney for 
prominent film people, died Dec. 1 
at the Angelus hospital, Los An- 
geles, following a heart attack. 

A colorful figure in Los Angeles 
legal life, Schenck was for some 
years a partner of the late Earl 
Rogers, father of Adele Rogers Hy- 
land. 


AGIDE JACCHIA 

Jacchia, 57, director of the 
conseryatory and for 10 
of pop concerts in 
that city, died in Sienna, Italy, Nov. 
29. He was the author of many 
choral works and arranger of canta- 
and songs. 


Agide 
Boston 


tas 
JOHN OSBORNE 
John Osborne, an old time vaude- 
ville comedian, diea in New York 
City Nov. 26. .He is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Osborne, of Osborne 
and Wallace. 


WILLIAM J. O’MERA 
William James ‘Jerry’ O’Mera, 49, 
who had spent many years in vaude 
and in stock, died in Chicago Nov. 

28, of heart disease. 
He was an excellent 


protean 





Morris 





artist and this talent led him to 


turn to radio. He was the Mr. Silo 
of the ‘Little Orphan Annie’ broad- 
casts. 


Survived by his widow, Mrs. Er- 
minie Duff O’ Mera, 
FRANK J. LYNCH 
Frank J. Lynch, picture stunt 
flyer and exhibitionist, was burned 
to death at Springfield, Mass., Dee. 


4, when his plane crashed into a 
hangar at a take off. He was form- 
erly husband of Roberta Arnold, 


actress. 
Survived by a widow and two 
children. 
JOHN W. GATES 
John W. Gates, 85, died in Des 


Moines Nov. 24 from a heart attack. 
He had been with practically all of 
America’s circuses, including Bar- 
num, Sells Bros. and _ Ringlings. 
Body taken to Chicago by local tent 
of Circus Fans’ Association for 
burial in Showmen’s League plot in 
Broadlawns. 





BRADLEY C. McLAIN 


Bradley C. McLain, prominent 
bandsman, died in Rochester last 
week. For many years he was cor- 
net and trombone soloist with the 
Repaz band of Williamsport, Pa. In 
Rochester he played with the- Park 
Band, Shrine and Legion outfits anda 
had his own orchestra. 

JOS. B. PROCTOR 

Joseph B. Proctor, 73, violinist, 
who had played in the Boston Sym- 
phony orchestra in the old Musie 
Hall days, died Nov. 29 at his home 
in Revere, Mass. He also was with 
Boston Hollis Street Theatre 








through Michigan and Indiana. : 
A wife and daughter survive. JOHN P SCOTT 
sat) John Prindle Scott, 55, of New 
ANTON ¥ ’ , : 
ve ON AN ROOY York, died at the home of his sis- 
Anton Van Fooy, 62, for 10 years|ter in Syracuse, Dec. 2. He was 
with the Mewopulitan opera when | composer of a wide range of sacred 


ind secular music but best known 


his ‘Little Town of Bethlehem.’ 





FRANK ROY 
Manuel C. Figueira, 35, known on 
he stage and in radio as Frank Roy, 


was killed when hit by an automo- 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5. bile near Fall River, Mass., Nov. 
Slate of new officers which goes| 24. Passersby found his body lying 
to the membership of the Pacific! in the road. 
Coast Showmen’s Association Dec ———o 
26 for election gives Eddie ican | JAMES ORD HUME 
the presidency, succeeding Harry James Ord Hume, 69, one of the 
Fink. | World's authorities on brass band 
jalance of executive roster named | Music, died in London Noy. 2%. 
yy the nominating committee in-| crieeeanees.: 
cludes: Charley Hatch, first vice + SAMMY FINK 
pres.; C. F. Zeiger. second vice- | Samniy Fink, drummer of the 
|pres.; George Tipton, third vice-| Ben Bernie orchestra for the past 
pres.; Frank Downey, secretary, andj 11 years, died suddenly of heart 
Ross F. Davis, treasurer. Cc. O.| disease in Chicago Noy. 30. hiis 
j Schultz remains a8 house manager.’ Widow ind iather sul vive. 
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ANOTHER SURPRISE HIT FROM THE % 


PRODUCER OF “70,000 WITNESSES” — 


' _. 


FHE eae 


yin 73 


wth EDMUND LOWE ing oopssebs ep 
WY N N F G i RB S 6) N | | heart appeal of “Millie” 


relate Mumm Molaslaslels Me Ach Pune lale. 


JAMES GLEASON LOIS WILSON DICKIE MOORE | the explosive punches of 
and ALLAN DINEHART | reseate Ri ailenararaan 
it’s. going to be a pleasant 


Ct Cfaramount Cpicture Pay box office surprise. 
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